2 N

|

CiN'No. U40T09MHA20055G Cis3646

" Office of the Executive Enginc_c‘r, EHV_P_EQjES_‘S_Qi.‘iiﬁE’L‘ R

—

| Name of office |

Office address . | Bangali C amp,Mul Road, Chandrapur. R
Contact No. - | 8554993602 [ N S A
Emailld : ee4630@mahatransc&iﬂ_@£ll\{ggﬂﬂ@l&ﬂéﬂﬂm_‘___,_,_, e
Website £ "http://www.mahatransco.in" , ‘

~ Date:jg-0y- 2925

Ref. No.: EE/EHV/Projecls/DN/CHD/Tech/Z_j Lt

To,

The Divisional Forest Officer,
Chandrapur Division,
Chandrapur.

Sub:- Diversion of 44.0397 ha forest land in favour of EHV project Division Chandrapur for laying
of 132 KV D/C Mul-SICOM Chandrapur Electricity Transmission line in Chandrapur district

in the state of Maharashtra. ... Regarding issue of Stage-11 approval

Ref:-1. Stage-1 approval FC-111/MH-47/2022-NGP/9660 Dt. 02.05.2022
2. FC-11I/MH-47/2022-NGP/12745 DL 11 01.2024
3. Desk-17/FCA S2/PID-45600/Chandrapur/2921/23-24 DL 12.01.2024
4. MOM dt. 23.08.2024 of 79 meeting of standing committee of National Board of Wildlife held
on dt. 31.07.2024

5. W TS SR (SRS T AR A . R -2 (R) aSTt / W [ . T 0/
&L/ R0X - Y, AR 019.30.30%%.
0. EE/EHV/Projects/DN/CHD/Tech/83 Dt. 30.01.2025
7. ST T TR (S 3. AT A O 6. R -3 () =T / T /. 76 R0/
43§19/ 0% - W, [EHIh R0.03.3034,
8. EE EE/EHV/Projects/DN/CHD/Tech/217 Dt. 11.03.2025
9. YA TTEEh TR =) U5 56, eI-3(1) S SR, 503/2024-25/4245 T8, 21.03.2025

10, .21,/ T3] /ST FA I/l /30 13, R1.03.303Y

Dear Sir,

In connection to above subjéct, this office has already accorded the Stage-1 approval under
FCA-1980 vide letter under ref (1) Also, The Govt. of India has accorded the final approval vide letter
under ref, (2) for diversion 44.0397 ha forest land in favour of EHV Project Division Chandrapur for
laying of 132 KV D/C Mul-SICOM Chandrapur Electricity Transmission line in Chandrapur district in
the state of Maharashtra subject to the submission of approval of NBWL proposal. Also, the same has
bﬁ:en conveyed by the office of Addl Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Nodal Officer Nagpur
vide letter under ref. (3).

Now, the NBWL proposal has been discussed in 79" meeting of standing committee of National
]E:oard of Wi‘ldlife held on dt. 31.07.2024 under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Minister of Environment
1eotizrstu¢'£:;§l]1‘2?t(z)Change, Govt. of India and the approval has been received to NBWL proposal vide

vide letter under ref. (5) PCCF (WL) has asked to submit ;
4 , the undertaking regarding starting of
work and this office vide letter under ref. (6) has submitted the undertakings e e
’ Ynde r‘ef. (7)'PCCF (HOFF) has requested to submit undertaking regarding use of insulated
cable. Vide ref. (8) this office has submitted the undertaking regarding use of insulatudb [ | e
:d cable,



e of
Vide ref. (9) CCF Chandrapur has requested to submit information regarding use of typ(; on
technology for the proposed work. Vide letter under ref. (10) this office has submitted the informatio

regarding use of type of technology for the proposed work.

In view of above, it is requested to issue Stage-1I approval.

AJ

(A4 I-H s Rangari)
Executive Engineer

o/
Copy s.w.r.s to:-

1. APCCF (HoFF) Govt. of Maharashtra Nagpur.
2. The Chief Conservator of Forest, Chandrapur Circle, Chandrapur.
3. The Superintending Engineer, EHV Projects Circle, MSETCL, Nagpur.
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O/o Principal Chief Conservator of Forests) HoFF(, Maharashtra State

TE HEq T TS (aaita), HERTs [
), Maharashtra State

Phone - 0712-2549563
E-mail - pccf\\'lanahaforest.gov.in Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife
Website - www.mahaforest.gov.in - “Van Bhavan?3" Floor, Ramgiri Road, Civil Lines; Nagpur 440 001
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10.

The User Agency shall implement animal passage plan prepared in consultation
with Chief Wild Life Warden.

The User Agency shall bear the-eost of mitigation measures which are suggested
by the experts & shall contribute for restoration including: a. Minimum ground
clearance of 11.60 m in the forest area, b. Vertical distance between (WO
conductors should not be less than 3.9 meter for safe passage of avifauna.
Personnel, engaged in the project work shall abide the provisions of all the
existing legal provisions, especially the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972, Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhinivam,
1980 and rules made there under & also take all precautionary measures for
conservation & protection of flora, fauna in the vicinity of the project.

The User Agency will make provision for barricading the work site to avoid any

human or wildlife mishaps.

~ No dumping of debris on wet land’s‘"in\(.i forest area will be done by User Agency.

Any violation will be dealt in strictly.
The laying of transmission line and its ancillary works should be carried out with

utmost care so as to cause least impact‘on the wildlife in the notified protected
area, & final ESZ. %
All the other mandatory permissions from different statutory authorities should be
obtained prior to commencement of work.
It shall be ensured that no damage or disturbance is caused to the wildlife and its
habitat.
2% of the project cost for works within ESZ and Corridor should be deposited by
the projf:ct agency with Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Conservation Foundation of
Maharashtra for improvement of wildlife and its habitat in Wildlife Sanctuaries
and National Parks in Maharashtra,
Insulated cables should be useq along the entire stretch of (he proposed
transmission line passing through forest area in the tiger corridor so as 1o avoid
electrocution to avifauna and ies as as :

other arboreal species as well as avoid poaching

using electricity.
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11. Width of the right of the way for the 132 kv DC transmission line on forest land

should not be over 27 m (vide MOEFCC Guidelines F. No. 7-25/2012-FC dated
May 5, 2014).

12. The trees required to be felled along the existing alignment shall be assessed
Corfegttyss = 0 H D “»"’\ B i g T v

13. The alignment of the powerline shBuld be made such that minimum numbers of
trees are felled. Vegetation clearance along forest stretches should be avoided or
minimized to the largest extent possible by increasing height of towers structure to
maintain safe vertical clearance. Any felling/ pollarding/ pruning of trees for
allowing electrical clearance/ maintenance will be done with the permission of
competent authority of Maharashtra Forest Department. Only those trees that are
of sufficient height to compromise the requirements of minimal vertical and
horizontal clearance from the conductor wires at maximum sag point should be
lopped. :

14 Periodic clearmg of vegetation alonL the powerline may bring up invasive species.
Integrated vegetatlon managem ﬁt with the plantatlon of native, palatable species
should be actively promoted by the User Agency in collaboration with
Mabharashtra Forest Departmegt below the powerline. This will not only prevent
growth of invasive unpalatablgspecies like but also will provide excellent food for
wild .ungulates in form of its l¢gaves and fruits.

15. No construction material (including soil, stones etc.) should be collected from the
forest. Construction debris sfiould not be dumped inside the forest or wetland
areas and they should be transported by the User Agency to suitable dumping sites
outside the forests and wetlan.

16. The right of way once it is cleafed shall be divided in the following two zones:

A. Wire zone: The area below the [\)o“}}:\'lme

i. Plant low-growing non-woody‘berenmal and evergreen native plant species
of herbs, grasses, and forbs. ln
ii. Identify these plant species which have large flowers of cream colour, white
colour, and bluish mauve, which are more preferred by pollinators.
iii. Manage the area from encroachment by woody vegetation using manual
removal of such species regularly.
iv. A suggested tentative list of the plant species for this zone concerning the

biogeographic zone may be considered. However, it is advisable to examine
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d type of plant SPE¢ ies for this zone.
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the available checklists of region

region for the selection of the requ!

the powerline and ROW:

palatable shrub species having a
a from encroachment by

f
B. Border zone: The area between the edges ©

i, Select low-growing (dwarf) native perenmal
maximum mature height of 3m and manage the are
woody vegetation through manual removal. %
Most of these are dwarf shrub species and may be selected from

ies i Transmission
list in “Plantation Model for Planting Dwarf Species in RoW of

uggested

ii.

Lines” (MoEFCC, 2023). : . :

17. Management of vegeta:t-i(A)ﬁrb_eyond ROW edges as “Outer zone™: This zone 1s
beyond ROW, and it is less likely that any tree of mature height will touch the
powerlines. Therefore, trees are permitted in this zone. It is suggested to plant
suitable native trees in the right place to provide shade, cover, and wildlife habitat.
Plantation of native palatable plant species may be selected from the “Plantation
Model for Planting Dwarf Species in RoW of Transmission Lines” (MoEFCC,
2023) and upon consultations with Goa Forest Department.

18. The State Government shall take action for violation of Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972 for the works carried out without the approval of the Standing
Comnmittee of the National Board for Wild Life.

19. CWLW, Maharashtra should de\g\L]op appropriate mechanism to monitor the
compliance of the conditions stipulated herein at various phases of project
implementation.

20. An annual compliance certificate on th stipulated conditions shal] be submitted
by the User Agency to the State Chief Wild Life Warden and an annual

compliance certificate shall be submitted by the State Chief Wild Life Warden to
Government of India. !
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O/o Principal Chief Conservator of Forests) HoFF(, Maharashtra State
Phone - 0712-2549563 T T ST (), TERTE T

E-mail - peefwingp@mahaforest.gov.in Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), Maharashtra State

Website - www.mahaforest.gov.in “Van Bhavan”3" Floor, Ramgiri Road, Civil Lines, Nagpur 440 001
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“After discussions, the Standing Committee decided that in the approvals given for

these proposals, the condition that 'The User Agency shall ensure use of best available
technology for the project to prevent electrocution of avifauna and other arboreal
species, as well as poaching of animals using electricity' shall be substituted in place of the
condition that ‘Insulated cables shall be used along the entire stretch of the proposed
transmission line so as to avoid electrocttion to avifauna and other arboreal species as
well as avoid poaching using electricity”
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F.No.WL-6/134/2024-WL
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Wildlife Division)
2" Floor, Vayu Wing,
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi 110003.

Date: 91" January, 2025
To,

All Members
Standing Committee of NBWL

Sub: Minutes of 815 Meeting of the Standing Committee of National Board for Wild
Life-reg.

-

Sir/Madam,

Kindly find enclosed a copy of the Minutes of 8t Meeting of the Standing

Committee of National Board for Wild Life held on 21st December, 2024 under the
Chairmanship of Hon'ble Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Government of India.

Yours faithfully,
Signed by

Rakesh Kumar Jagenia

Date: 09-01-2025 10:04:53

(Rakesh Kumar Jagenia)
Deputy Inspector General of Forests (WL)
Email: digwl-mefcc@gov.in
Distribution:

. Secretary, MoEF & CC

. DGF&SS, MoEF&CC

. ADGF (WL), MOEF&CC

. ADGF (FC), MoEF&CC

. Member Secretary, NTCA

Director/IGF, PE Division, MoEF&CC
Director, WIl, Dehradun

Director, GEER Foundation, Gandhinagar
. Dr. R. Sukumar, Member, NBWL

. Dr. H.S. Singh, Member, NBWL
Secretary, Environment, Forest, Science and Technology Department, Govt.
of Andhra Pradesh.

SO OONO U A BN =

—_—r



Copy to:

I

PS to Hon'ble MoEF&CC
PS to Hon'ble MoS, EF&CC

PPS to Secretary, MoEF & CC

PPS to DGF&SS, MoEF&CC

PSO to Addl. DGF (WL)/PPS to IGF (WL).
The Additional Chiei Secretary/Principal Secretary/Secretary Forest
Department, The PCCF and HoFF, Andhra Pradesh/ Arunachal Pradesh/
Assam/ Gujarat/ Haryana / Himachal Pradesh/ Ladakh/ Karnataka/ Kerala /
Madhya Pradesh/ Maharashtra/ Manipur/ Mizoram/ Odisha/ Rajasthan/ Tamil
Nadu/ Uttarakhand/ Uttar Pradesh/ West Bengal.
The PCCF and HoFF, Andhra Pradesh/ Arunachal Pradesh/ Assam/ Gujarat/
Haryana / Himachal Pradesh/ Ladakh/ Karnataka/ Kerala / Madhya Pradesh/
Maharashtra/ Manipur/ Mizoram/ Odisha/ Rajasthan/ Tamil Nadu/
Uttarakhand/ Uttar Pradesh/ West Bengal.
The Chief Wild Life Warden, Andhra Pradesh/ Arunachal Pradesh/ Assam/
Gujarat/ Haryana / Himachal Pradesh/ Ladakh/ Karnataka/ Kerala / Madhya
Pradesh/ Maharashtra/ Manipur/ Mizoram/ Odisha/ Rajasthan/ Tamil Nadu/
Uttarakhand/ Uttar Pradesh/ West Bengal.

Copy also to: Sr. Technical D}rector, NIC with a request to upload the
minutes of the meeting on PARIVESH Portal.



7. No adverse impact shall be caused to the wild animals and their
habitat.

8. The User Agency shall take adequate measures against all kinds of
pollution likely to be caused by implementation of the project
including disasters like oil & gas leakage or explosion of the well.

9. An amount equivalent to the cost of implementing the measures to
mitigate impact of the activities proposed in the project in the ESZ
shall be deposited by the User Agency to be utilized by the Chief
Wild Life Warden in consonance with the guidelines issued by the
Ministry vide F. No. 6-30/2019-WL dated 13.12.2023.

10. An annual compliance certificate on the stipulated conditions shall be
submitted by the User Agency to the State Chief Wild Life Warden
and an annual compliance certificate shall be submitted by the State
Chief Wild Life Warden to Government.

AGENDA ITEM No. 3 b

81.3 AMENDMENT IN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS

81.3.1 Amendment in the minutes of the 79" meeting of the Standing
Committee

Following three proposals for transmission lines by the Maharashtra State
Electricity Corporation Limited were approved by the Standing Committee
with certain conditions in the 79th meeting held on 31st July, 2024:

a. 79.2.12 Proposal for use of 131.1255 ha (44.0937 ha forest land and
87.0858 ha non forestland) from tiger corridor connecting Tadoba
Andheri Tiger Reserve and Indravati Tiger Reserve and tiger corridor
land scape in between Tadoba Andheri Tiger Reserve and Tipeswar
Wildlife Sanctuary and Kawal Tiger Reserve for the purpose of 132
KV DC Mul-SICOM Chandrapur  Transmission line.
WL/MH/TRANS/419749/2023

b. 79.2.13 Proposal for use of 3.064 ha of forest land from the tiger
corridor connecting Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve and Navegaon
Nagzira Tiger Reserve for laying of 220 KV D/C Transmission Line
from existing Umred Sub Station to proposed Nagbhid Sub Station
Under MSETCL. FP/MH/TRANS/44469/2020

¢. 79.4.74 Proposal for use of 1.2005 ha of forest land & 29.484 ha of
Non-forest land from Bor-Pench Tiger Corridor in Eastern Vidharba
Landscape for laying of 220 KV Kalmeshwar to Warud EHV
Transmission line in Nagpur district, Maharashtra.
WL/MH/TRANS/450298/2023

The Standing Committee was informed that the present proposal is for
amendment of one of the conditions imposed based on the advice given
by the National Tiger Conservation Authority. The User Agency has



81.3.2

requested to review the conditions that ‘Insulated cables shall be used
along the entire stretch of the proposed transmission line so as to avoid
electrocution to avifauna and other arboreal species as well as avoid
poaching using electricity.’

The User Agency through the State Forest Department, Maharashtra has
informed that the lines are air insulated and have sufficient safety
measures with respect to the wildlife/avifauna and have requested the
stipulated condition.

The Ministry sought comments from the NTCA on the request made by the
User Agency. The NTCA has concurred that the said condition may be
reviewed subject to the condition that the User Agency will ensure use of
best available technology for the project to prevent electrocution of
avifauna and other arboreal species, as well as poaching of animals using
electricity.

The Standing Committee was informed that the gap between the
conductors acts as insulation. In case of such high voltage transmission
lines, insulated cables are not technically feasible.

Dr. H. S. Singh suggested that the transmission line companies shall invest
in research on installation of insulated cables of high voltage lines.

Decision Taken: After discussions, the Standing Committee decided that
in the approvals given for these proposals, the condition that ‘The User
Agency shall ensure use of best available technology for the project to
prevent electrocution of avifauna and other arboreal species, as well as
poaching of animals using electricity’ shall be substituted in place of the
condition that ‘Insulated cables shall be used along the entire stretch of the
proposed transmission line so as to avoid electrocution to avifauna and
other arboreal species as well as avoid poaching using electricity’.

Proposal for use of 24281 ha from Karakoram Wildlife Sanctuary for
artillery firing and practice at Mandalthang field firing ranges (MTFFR), UT
of Ladakh.

The Standing Committee was informed that the proposal from UT of
Ladakh for use of 24281 ha of forest land from Karakoram Wildlife
Sanctuary for artillery firing and practice at Mandalthang field firing ranges
(MTFFR) was considered and recommended with certain conditions in the
73rd meeting of the Standing Committee of the National Board for Wild
Life held on 17.07.2023.

One of the conditions imposed was that the User Agency shall pay Net
Present Value (NPV) and other charges in accordance with the orders of
the Hon'ble Supreme Court and the MoEF&CC guidelines.

The Army Hqg. has requested for charging of NPV for Impact Zone of the



