
SITE INSPECTION REPORT OF SHRI LAKHWINDER SINGH, APCCF {CENTRAL),
BHUBANESU/AR IN RESPECT OF DTVERSION OF 509.33 HA OF CHAKLA COAL

BLOCK IN LATEHAR FOREST DTVISION, JIIARKHAND.

The site inspection of the above projecl was c€rllied olrt bl' rne on 31st Jaruarl, 2014 along
with Shri PK Jha, Consen'ator of Forcsts, Ms Mamta Pdyadarshi, DFO Lateh:f, field stalf
and represcntatives trom ESSAlt, thc uscr agency. As it was inlonncd that naxals irre active
in tlis forest laid proposed to thc diveded for non foresl use, secudty pcrsonnel were also

accompanj/ing us during the visir 1(r thc site. We were also advisecl not to vcnture deep into
the forcst area on foot as that that could prove sklr- So our pcranbulation ofthe forest areas

\jqas Iinfted to comparatively opcn lbrest .treas in the norlhcrn parts of the Chakla coal block.
Ttrese area had been planled $'jth cxotic species such as Eucallptus and Acacia in open

1. Legal status of the forest land proposed for diversion:

As reported by the I)FO, Latchar Forest Di\'ision, the lcgal status of the forest land is
as iol1ou''si

Protected Forest - 401.78 ha
Deemed Forest 107.55 ba

509.33 ha

2, Item-wise break-up details ofthe forest land ploposed for divetsion:

As repoded by the User ailency, thc purpose-u'ise break LLp oI t1le tolal iancl rccFlil:ed
is as follows:
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otal area to be divetted for non-forestry use:

A) From Notified forest- 396.25 + 5 53{ sa{ety zone)

B) From Deemed forest in GM Land- 106.49 + 1.06
- 401.78 Ha

{saJety zone) - 107.55 Ha

Total =509.33 Ha



3. Whether proposal involves any constfuction of buildings {including residential)
or not. Ifyes, details thereof:
As 'Fpor r.d -r Pom No. ) dbor..

4, Total cost of the project at present rates:

As reported by the Uscl agency, the total cost ofthc project is Rs. 650 Clore.

5. wildlife:
Whether forest area proposed for diversion is important from wildlife point of
view or not:
It is reported by the DFO, Latehar Forest division, that thc faunal species like Wolf
(Can.;s lepus Pallipes), Jackal {Canis alrrel6), Wild boar (Surs scro.,/ir), Hyae]fa lHAaena
hyder.d), Rabbit lLepus nigicalis), Mongoose lHerperstes e1,arcJsr, Common Langur

lPresbAtis ente]Llus), Pangolin lManis Crassica.udafa), Barkirrg Deer \Muntiacus
rurntak) , wild cat (,Felis Chllzs) , Porcupines (HAstiu indica) , Bthon (Puthol1

molurus), Cobra lNaja naja), I.Jart (Bungrus s?p), Viper (yDer"a ruselh), Ratsnake
(-ftyas mucosus) are found in the region. Besides birds like Common owl lBubo spp),
Common fi-uit bat, Dove lcolumbidae), Mountain quail (Ophrysia supercillosa),
Cuckoo (cu.ulidae spp), Ouns (Stngidae spp), are also found in thc rcgion.

Obviously, this diversity of lalrna nccds to be consen'ed. As thc coal blocks are
allocated in thc series. the entire strctch of forest in\oLved is undcr stress. Therefore,
there is a nccd to have a comprehcnsive nildlife conservatioll plar-r at the cost of the
user agcncies ln'o1ved that \r\'ill tal<e care of not only this coal block but also the other
coa.l biocks aid other mining activities in the 2rea so that adverse jmpact oI mining in
the region could be minimized. This rvjldlife conservalior1 plal is to be duly approved
by the state govemment ard implemented.

A wildlife conservation plar] has been prepared to mitigate at the common threats to
wild lifc notice in this arca so that along lvith l]1ining ard power projecl aclivity,
lt.ildlifc car] also take sl-rclter in the adjoining forcst arcas and tranquility of their
habitat.

Importar]t measure to mitigate tlreats to \'!.ild lilc including follot'ing :-

o To impror.e the forest cover in the nearcst forest area to create suitabLe
condition for wildlifc habitat.

To improve ihe crop dcnsity in the {+ound as \n'cll as nriddle canopy wherever
found dehcient by introducing allorestation of locally available species.

Tale soil and moisture conser'!'ation mcasurcs both in the project area as lvell
as in the ncarby forest area.

To prevent forest fire through different measures incLuding cutting of fire lines,
elimination of hre hazard by dcploS.ing fireguards etc ll-rat in turn $'111 create
condition lor the ground flora to grow.

Vaccination to cattle to prevent spread of communicablc diseases to the
.i1.llife

All ilousing lacilitics should be slr u'i1h
mcctlng other needs to climinate

L.P.G. or power for cookirg and



6. vegetation:

As repoded by the DFO, Latehar Forest Division, the dcnsity oI thc vcgelalion is 04.
We walked up to a sample plot taken for asscssmcnt of dcnsity of the ar:ea. It was
informed that fi\'e such sample plots have been takcn so assess the lorest density. As
we w;dked through the protected forest area it was sccn thal Eucall?tus and Acacia
had been pla:rlted here in the open spaces in the past. As we walked tolvards the
southern parts of the forest area, it could be seen that the density oI vegetation is
more. Even the google rnap indicates that thc dcnsitj/ oI vegetation is thicker in the
south eastem parts oI the coal b1ock. The field officers could not convincingly convey
as to l1ow thc sitcs lor the sample plots were selected and how thcsc sample plots
$'ere representatil-e of thc cntirc protected lorest land proposed for divcrsion. Even
the Consen-ator of Forests had scdous doubts aboul the methodolosr for ariving at
the densilr. I arn ther.efore of thc opinion that there is a need to reassess thc density
of the vegetation. The CF informed that hc could cnsure that such all exercise could
be completed the earliest possible ifrequircd.

Total number oftrees to be felled.

As reported by the PCCF, Jharkl1ar]d, a total number oi 192882 no. of trees ha\re
been enumerated in the said arca. It is suggested that evcn though this huge
number of trees havc bccn marked for fe11ing, only thosc trccs should be felled
r,rhith are absol; ely r.qurrcd tor miningpLrlu\-\

Effect of remowal oftrees on the general ecosystern in the area:
Even though the number of trees to be rcmovcd is very 1arge, the entirc trcc growth is
not proposed to be felled in one go. Instcad the tree gror,\'.th is proposcd to be removed
in a phased Inanner. The user agency has cstimatcd that in the first five ycars about
133 ha of lorest land n'ill be worked ancl about 40000 trees will be removcd- From the
year 6 to l0 190 ha of forest land will be mined and about 76000 trces will be
removed. So also from 11 to 17 years about 200 ha of forest land will be mined and
about 77000 number oI trees u'rll be removcd. It is suggested that the user agency
should cnsurc that as soon as the part of the forcst a:rca is mined completely, it is
planted with local indigenous species beforc thc nc$, area is taken up for rcmoval of
trees lor mining purposes. No tlee felling should be resortecl to in thc area in
advarrcc. Thcse measures will defiiitely help minimise the adverse impacts on the
ecosystcm due to loss oI tree gro&th.

Important species:
As repoltcd by thc DFO, Latehar Forest Diyision, the flora1 species like Sal (Sho/ea
/obasta), Asan ('I'ennin.elia tomentosa), Ptar (Bu.ckna.nia lanjart), Sidha
(Lagerstroemia paruiJlora), Dhaw (Anogeissus Latifolia), Palas (Butea manosperma),
Kendu (Diospgros melan.oxglon], Bhelwa (SemicarpLs aftacard.i n), Salai lBasuellia
seffeta), Ginjan lLanea grand.is), Khair (Acaqcr cafechu), Amaltas (C'o.ssia j/ist la),
Aunla (Emblica ofJicinalLis), Chilbii (Aoloplelia integre[olia), lfallc (']b1'minalicl.

chebula), Malrua (Madhuca Latifolia), Ptttrl, (Croton obl an.gifolius), Manphal (Ran.lia
dumetorum), Koreya \Holorrhina antidVsefttica), Karunda (Canssa carandus),
Marorphal lHeleclt'us isora). ChLarodendron infatluftd.tum., Phuldhobai (Woodfodid

Jlaibun.d.a), Kalmegh (Sr-r]artia chiraita), Sata\var (Aspd.rqgus recemosas), Chalor

(a)

(b)

(Cassia lorcr), Dithor (Zi7,!,jphus enaplia), N,al.r|l:an (Bauhi.nia ,oh1i4, Randatun



(Smillax macrophUlld), Karjani \Abtus precatoius), Choranth (Heleropogan

contortus), Dul> (Cyn.od.on dactlllot'L), Jhara] (Thgsanolaena .rgroslis) are found the
region.
Number oftrees of girth below 60 cm,

The numb.r ol rr, .s ot L, BH belon o0 , m is 17.1o.10

Number of trees of girth above 60 cm

The number of trees oI GBFI abovc 60 cm is 17952.

7. Background note on the proposal:

8.

As reportecl by the User agency, M/s Essar-Por-cr (Jharkhand) Limited is a ful1y
o$'ned subsidiary company oI M/s ESSAR POWER LIMITED, Essar House, 11,

K.K.Marg, Mahalaxmi, Mumbai zl0003zl. M/s. Essar Po\ ''er Ltd. - the company has
been allotted CFIAKLA COAL BLOCK in C.C.L command area by the Ministry of
Coal (covernment of India) \'ide lettcr number - 3aOIl l1l /2OO6-CA-I (Pa.rt) dated
2O-O2-2OO7 to roeet the captive rcquircment of the pr.oposed Thermal Power Plant
nanely Tod Therm;rl Pou.er Plant at Tod in District Latchar, Jharkhand. The
proposed capacity of Power Plant is 1200 MW. Thc Coal Block covers an area of
about 856.99 heclares having 711.40 Lakh tonncs of mincablc rcscl-vc of coal
(mostly F & C] grades). The CHAKLA COAL BLOCK is a part of South Dhadhu Block
in the western part ol the No h Kar.anpura Coalllcld of Ccntral Coallicld limitcd- It
is bounded by Latitude 23043'03" to 23oztzl'55" N & Longitudc 81147'23" E lo
Brto50'18" E in Topo sheet no. 73 A/ 14 ol Sur\cJ ol lnclia. Thc \illage laliing inside
the allotted coal Block is Chakla (Thana: Chandwa 238), u'hereas villa:les around it
are Amq'atanr, Haraiyatoli, Purunapam, Dhadhu, Nawatoli and Mahuatanr. The
rated capacity of mining lrorn the allotted coal block is 4.5 million (45 Lal<h) tonnes
per annum considering the total requirement oI coal for the proposed Power Plant
of 1200 MW at Tod by Essar. Power (.Jharkhand) Lirnired in the Dist. Lalehar. The
total coal produced from the allotted coal block is basliet linked to meet the
requirement oI the proposed Polver Plar-rt at Tori. Thcrcforc, thc divcrsion of forest
lald as dem;rnded in the proposal within thc allocatcd arca bcars rcasonable
justification. The Coal Block is situated in Chandlva Forcst Rangc of Latchar Forest
Division (Jharkhand).

Compensatory afforestation:

As repofled by thc DFO, Latchar Forest Division, thc user agcncy has sub1l1itted list
of 11 villages compdsing 1262.70 acres or 511.00 ha of non-forcst lar-rd for C.A. work
u'hich is outsidc of Latehar district. Details of non-forcst land. wherc C.A. is
proposed, submitted by the User agency is attached as Annexure L
Whether land for compensatory afforestation is suitable from plantation and
management Point ofview or not:

The Divisional l'orcst Officcrs,
Koderma, PaLarnu, Bokaro
certificates {Arnexure II).

Garhwa (Nolth), Daltongarj (North),
have issued t}e land suitabilitv

(al

Garhwa (South),



(bt

(cl

whether land for compensatory allorestation is free from encroachment/othet
encumbrances:

The Circlc Officers, Garhn'a, Ranka, Ramna, Chattarpur, Markachho, Chainpur,
Bokaro have submitted thc non-encumbrancc Ccrtificales {Annexure III).

Whether land fot compensatory afforestation is important from
Religious/Archaeological point of view:

No.

{d) Land identitied for raising compensatory afforestation is in how many patches,
whether patches are compact or not:

It js reportcd that there ar.c 62 patches in I 1 fillagcs and all the patchcs are compact

(e) Map with details:

Enclosed with thc proposal.

(f) Total financial outlay:

As repodcd by the DFO, Latchar Forest Division, thc total hnancial ouday lbr C A
scheme is Rs. 6024E390.19 in tcn years.

9. v/hether proposal involves violation of Forest {conservationl Act, 1980 or not.
If yes, a detailed repolt on violation including action taken against the
concerned officials:

As repofied by thc DFO, Latehar Forest Division, thcrc is no \''jolation of Forest
(Conscrvation) Act, 1980.

10. Whether proposal involves rehabilitation of displaced pe6ons. If yes, whether
rehabilitation plan has been prepated by the State Government or not :

As reported by thc Uscr agency, thc total nos. oI Projecl Affcctcd Families is 211

(beyo1-rd forest area), out of rvhich 104 arc SC families and 07 ST families. It is also

repolted that thc relevant R&Il schcme has beer-r prcparcd b:lsed on State

Government R&ll Policy.

11. Reclamation plan:

During the sitc inspection it was informed by thc rcprcscntatives of the Usd Agency
that a Rcclanation Plan has been prepar.cd and got duly apProvcd by the Ministry of
Coa1.

12. Details on catchment and command atea under the

Not appLicable .

Catchment area treatment plan to ptevent siltation

project:

Not applicabLe.



13. Cost benefit ratio:

As reporled by the User agency, the cost bcncfit rario is I : I7.92.

14. Recommendations ofAdditional Pdncipal Chief Conservator of Forests (Central)
along with detailed reasons:

Appcndcd separatelj/.

15. Utility of the project:

As reported by the User agcncy, the project is likellr to gcncratc enployment for more
th:rn 3000 persons direcdy and indirectll,.

Numbers of Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes to be benefited by the project:

Not rcpofled.

16.
(a) whether land being diverted has any socio-cultural/ religious value:

No.

{b) Whether any sacred grove or very old growth trees/forests exist in the
Proposed for diversion:

No

(cl Whether the land under diversion forms part of any unique eco-system:

No.
17. Situation with respect to any Protected Area:

As reported by thc DFO, Latehar Forest Di\.isio11, the nearest distance oI proposed
Chakla Coal Block ftom Palarnu Tiger Reser:ve is 40 klns- It is also rcporled that there
is a need to prepare an cxhaustive wildlife managcmcnl plan to protect & nu ure
existing lr.i1dlife.

18. Any other information relating to the project:

Some pictures tJren cluring thc sitc \dsit are encloscd to have an idea c nature of
the tellain and 1le vegetation in thc area.

Singh
Addl. PrL. Chicf Conse of Forcsts



Recommendations of Additional Principal chief conservator of Forests
(Central), Bhubaneswar along with detailed reasons:

The site is located about 40 kms away from the nearcst protccted arca i e

Palamu Tiger Rcser-ve. Provisions oI FRA have bccn complied $'ith DGPS map

has been provided by the User agency The mining project is site specihc; hence

alternative alignment is not possiblc Non forest land has bcen ldcntified and

found suitable lor Compensatory afforestation by the State Forest Dcpa ment'

The proposal is recommendcd lor approval subject to the following:

1. Densiq/ of the forest under the control of thc lorest dcparlmcnt u'ill bc

reassessed.

2. A comprehensive wiLdlife conscruation pian $'i1L be implemcotr:d at the cost

of the user agency.

3.

4.

5.

Tree gro.,l'th will be removed in a phased manner as suggested by the user

agency. Thc Llser agenclr should cnsLlre that as soon ars one parl of thc

forest area is mincd completely, it is plantcd \a'ith local indigcnous species

before the new arca is takcn up for removal oI trees for mir-ring purposes'

No tree lelling should be rcsorted to in the area in advance

Transport of materials lrom the mine should be through cLosed conveyor

system up to the raiL\ /ay siding and from there by train so that there is

little disturbar-rcc on the road and anciilary problems like congesLion, dust

pollution, inconveniencc to local population, etc. is minimizcd The trucks

which may be used $'ithin the mines should bc covered with tarparrlin

The user agency should prepare a long term reclamation plan so tiat at

the encl of the mining lease, the reclaimed land is put to optimum

productivi\r in terms of agriculture, horticulture, alforcstation, pisciculture

etc.

6. The coal mines invariably leave a water body u'hich can bc used for

drinking water and irrigation purposes.

7. The user agency should keep topsoil scparate lrom overburden and sub-

soil to ensure that so that the same are put back to m:rin thc productiviqy

of the soil.

CSR activities: The user agency should implemcnt a corporate plan

overall development of the people in the vicinity likc providing
for the
qualiry
health

13.

care facilities. Sanitation aspcct, li ddvc. ctc. should also bc taken



care of by thcm. The user agency should also support the economically

backward. students in Lheir education in terms of providing study matcrials

and stipends. The user agency should develop an integratcd systcm ol

health ar.rd education including the promotion of Lraditional healing system

al.rd promote agriculture procluction by providing technical support and

creating revoh'ing fund to provide bridge capital during sowing season at a

very low interest. Successful implementation of the CSR activities is also

important because the Latehar areas arc alfectcd by Lclt Wing Extremism

ancl all efforts should be made to $'in thcse people back to the mains

ingh
Addl. Prl Chiel Con
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Village Khata

No (Acres )

NOC

Status Scheme
Ealigarh

(Garhwa

South)

74,3,
LL/2,
14/19,

218,21,o,224 ,23o ,23a/ 6,1,4a ]46,1,54,96,j s ,zto/ 1,106,I
0t,14o,141",lss,55/2a3,62 / 222,225 / 4A9 ]1.4,138,91,1O7
,1,5 5,145,14 4,I41,7 4I / 31 5,141 / 37 9,7 2, 111, 113, 1 45,142

132.83

2 Gobardaha

(Garhwa

South)

30 14,16,17,27,23,214,219,22A,721,,210,273 119 5

3 Chanakala

(Garhwa

North)

3, 16,

17,58,
82, t 4,

2,a2,7,
10,

620,64a,649 ,650 ,658,659 ,6 t 5 ,671 ,672,679 ,6a2,684,65a ,
688,690,652,66s,636,639,69 1,647,6s1,625,624,623,686,
67 1,67 8,61 3,6a3,68L,622,625,624,623,632,610,68.7,67 4,
67 6,6A0,662,693,625,6s0,655,663,694,698,680, 660,627,
661,637,632,633,634,640,646,642,637,63a,648,645, 628

132 38

Atiari
(Garhwa

North)

17 ,18,22,24,26,sl,s] ,81, /312 ,a9 J26,129 ,142,211,227 ,2
28,231,25,23 6,24 4,24 a,2s2,2s3,2ss,99 / 27 o,231 / 2j r,16
8 /212 ,161 /2a2167 / 283 ,16a/284 ,169 /288,144,148,1"s6 /
321,163,11O ,17 4,71 ,119 ,18A,182 ,183,161/27 3 ,213 /30L,
42,116,159 ,1.6a,169 ,I5A,14L,146,154,155,158 ,17 2 ,165 /
2as, $9 / 2a1,160 / 3O5,1s2,143,r / s

4 Korga

{Garhwa
North)

31 608.60s,604,602,608,602,608 104

Teliadih(Pala

medlninager

1,24, 441,447,516 767 16

5 ganderchouk 4 180 179 247.54

l
(Garhwa

South)

51,30,4

1,41,1,2

415, 416,s 13,4I2, 4Aa,645,622 / A, 629,20 8,65 4 / A, 131 / A,
64, 423, 4A4,403,401 ,424,399,401 ,402,
446,65,1 1,!47,409,418,419,42Q, 411,396,23,

70.18

8 Chainpur

lEokaro)

76 955, 1061 269

9 Puregarha

(Garhwa

South)

1 154, 15s 35 59

10

(Garhwa

South)

29 281, 248, 29r, 292, 293, 296, 315, 303, 300, 284 35.52

Total L262.7 Actes 511.2 Ha

6t;
,l


