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SITE  IN SPE CTI ON  REP ORT  

Proposal under Forest (Conservation) Act 1980 for diversion of 192.36 ha. 
of forest land for Magadh Open Cast Coal Mines project in favour of M/s 

CCL in Chatra district of Jharkhand. 

A proposal to divert 192.36 ha of forest land towards Magadh Open Cast (Coal) 

Mining Project is under examination as per provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act 

1980. 

Ministry (MoEFCC) while processing this proposal of central Coalfield Limited (CCL) 

requested this office (IRO/RO Ranchi) to inspect the area as per FC rules 2003 with 

particular emphasis on following points: 

 Examination of area proposed for diversion. 

 Examination of CA area proposed 

 Status of compliance of conditions stipulated in the approval granted in past 

to this project along with violation by erstwhile user agency. 

 Legitimacy of land use proposed by user agency specially for over burden 

dump. 

Accordingly, this office undertook site inspection along with state Forest officials 

u/a representatives on 12th April 2023 and detailed report on the above points was 

sent on 21/4/2023. 

 As in the proposal two types of forest lands are involved namely Protected Forest 

& GMJJ under administrative control of State Forest Department (SFD) and State 

Revenue Department (SRD) respectively, the site inspection was focused on Protected 

Forest area only because no representation of State Revenue Department was there 

during site inspection who have jurisdiction over GMJJ lands. 

 Due to this, violation done by U/A on GMJJ land was not assessed. The same 

was neither informed by SFD during that visit nor by U/A representatives. 

 Therefore, ministry vide its letter dated 28th April 2023 requested this office to 

visit the area again to examine the violation over GMJJ lands. All the patches of CA 

were also requested to be examined. 

 Hence sites (diversion and CA) were re-visited by RO, Ranchi during 3rd – 5th 

July 2023. 

The site inspection in respect of the project was done by the team of IRO/RO Ranchi 

including Sh. Shashi Shankar, Assistant Inspector General of Forests and Dr. Surajit 

Panda, Sr. Technical Associate (GIS-DSS) along with Md. Saba Alam Ansari, IFS (DFO, 

Chatra South FD) for verifying the facts related to the actual ground situation of GMJJ 

land proposed diversion, including the CA lands. The following officials of SFD and 

representatives from user agency were present during the inspection visit: 

 Sh. Mukti Prakash Panna, RFO Tandwa 

 Sh. Nipendra Nath, General Manager, M-S Area,CCL 

 Md. Akram, Colliery Manager, Magadh OCP 
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 Sh. Sanjay Kumar Behera, Mine Incharge, Magadh OCP  

 Sh. Manish Sinha, Nodal Officer(E&F), M-S Area 

 Sh. Mrigank Shekhar, Asstt Manager (Env),Madagh OCP 

 Sh. Amarjeet Kumar, MT(Env), M-S Area 

 Sh. Kamal Kishor, Forest Guard (FG) 

 Sh. Laltu Kumar, FG 

 Sh. M. S. Mahato, FG 

 Sh. S. K. Oraon, FG 

 Sh. Ankit Kumar, FG 

 Sh. Jairam Oraon, FG 

Details of broken and unbroken GMJJ land of propose for diversion and 

ground situation  

In the present proposal, the total proposed forest area of Magadh Open Cast Coal 

Mines project is 192.36 ha. Out of 192.36 ha., 135.07 ha. is Gair Majarua Jubgle Jhari 

(GMJJ) land. This GMJJ land is not under the jurisdiction of DFO. The GMJJ land is 

under the administrative control of State Revenue Department (SRD) and mostly under 

Khatedari rights and occasionally discretely distributed as small land parcels along 

the non-forest lands. Therefore, DFO - Chatra South informed that it becomes tedious 

to even identify these GMJJ land for SFD officials as they don’t have the relevant land 

records and do not administer, control or possess jurisdiction over such lands. He 

added SFD’s inability in taking cognizance of any violation of GMJJ land. He further 

added that only 57.29 ha of total applied forest land is under administrative and 

statutory control of State Forest Depart (SFD) is situated in Northern part of the lease 

area which was shown to the inspecting IRO Team in its previous visit and where there 

is no violation of FCA in relation to the project.  

The inspecting team reiterated the mandate of the re-visit and requested to visit the 

GMJJ sites where violation has been done/reported. Accordingly, the areas were 

visited. 

It was informed by user agency that after the final approval dated 18/10/2010, the 

mining was started in two extremities (Eastern Part and Western Part) of the lease in 

diverted as well as non-forest lands. Two box-cuts were made, in Eastern Part (Zone-

A)-at the Masilaung Site and in Western Part (Zone-B) at Saradhu site as depicted in 

the imagery below. 

As explained in the previous report of IRO dated 21/4/2023, the total lease area of 

the project (in Chatra District) is 495.9 Ha consisting of 219.88 Ha Non-forest land 

and 276.04 Ha Forest land.  96.72 Ha of Forest-land from this has already been 

diverted for the project by Final Approval dated 18/10/2010. 13.04 Ha of this diverted 

land now is carved from this project and is incorporated in adjacent Sanghmitra 

Project by the same Project Proponent owing to certain logistic conveniences. 

Therefore, 83.68Ha forest land which consists of 12.46Ha of notified Protected Forest

 & 71.22 Ha of Gair Majarua Jubgle Jhari (GMJJ) is already diverted in 2010 and

 mining is happening in the diverted as well as non-forest land in the project area. 
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As the mining progressed, the excavation pits horizontally expanded and continued 

over GMJJ lands for which FC approval were not obtained. Representative of user 

agency apprised that since non-diverted GMJJ land were coming in between diverted 

lands and they were ocularly no different than non-forest land, the mining 

inadvertently continued on them also. He further added, all the required formalities 

on GMJJ lands were completed/settled from the State Revenue Department and the 

individuals under who’s rights such GMJJ rested. The inspecting team enquired about 

the involved dichotomy of not recognizing the non-diverted GMJJ and yet, claim of 

settling the rights over them. To explain further, the user agency presented the 

production data (Monthly) from the above two zones to establish that the mining 

activities were many times stopped to avoid further mining in non-diverted forest 

lands. The Production Data as submitted by user agency is attached herewith as 

Annexure-I.   The production data depicts that intermittent stoppage of mining cannot 

be attributed to extant FC approval as the same is yet to be accorded.  

Further, the inspecting team assessed the extent of violated land. Since, the pits 

were found water logged in Zone-A (Masilaung Site), the claim of user agency that the 

mining activity is ceased since last two years appeared correct. It was apprised by GM 

Magadh OCP that the excavation or Non forest activities at Masilaung and Saradhu 

sites were started in 2018-19 and 2019-20 respectively.  

 

Photo. 1: Broken/mined GMJJ land of Masilaung sites. 

 

Further, it has been observed that 26.07 ha and 8.47 ha area of GMJJ land were 

excavated at Masilaung and Saradhu sites respectively (over a period of about 1.5 

years). 

Out of this 34.54 ha GMJJ land, 27.21 ha was broken/utilized up to 19.11.2016, 

5.59 ha was broken/utilized between 2016 to 07.05.2019 and the rest of the 1.74 

ha land was broken/utilized after 07.05.2019. The details of broken and fresh 

land are listed below. 

NF land                                          GMJJ land 
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Year of Violation Area in ha. 

2016 (Up to 19.11.2016) 27.21 

2019 (19.11.2016 - 07.05.2019) 5.59 

After 07.05.2019 1.74 

The violated GMJJ land and the spatial & temporal extent is illustrated in the 

following imageries: 

 
Fig. 1: Aerial view of the violation area (Google Earth Imagery, dated: 26.01.2023) 
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Fig. 2: Aerial view of the violation area (Google Earth Imagery, dated: 19.11.2016) 

 
Fig. 3: Aerial view of the violation area (Google Earth Imagery, dated: 07.05.2019) 

 

Saradhu site, 2016 

1.04 ha. 

Zone-B 

Saradhu site, 2019 

1.59 ha. 

2.53 ha. 1.03 ha. 
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Fig. 4: Aerial view of the violation area (Google Earth Imagery, dated: 26.01.2023) 

 
Fig. 6: Aerial view of the violation area (Google Earth Imagery, dated: 26.01.2023) 

 

Masilaung site will be reused for further excavate the remains bottom level coal 

seam which is approximately 17 meters thick. On the other hand, the Saradhu sites 

is decoaled completely and this area will be used for backfill. The backfill process has 

already been started.   

A small area of about 0.68 ha has been identified beside the lease boundary which 

is the continuous part of the coal dump, marked as ‘DOL’ on Fig 1 and 6.  

Masilaung site, 2023 

24.65 ha. 

1.42 ha. 

0.68 ha. 

DOL 

Zone-A 

Saradhu site, 2023 

1.27 ha. 

0.41 ha. 

0.06 ha. 
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Photo. 2: Broken/mined GMJJ land of Masilaung sites. 

 
Photo. 3: GMJJ land of Masilaung sites (23.84106080 N, 84.97794181 E). 

 

Photo. 4: Broken/mined GMJJ land of Saradhu sites. 
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Photo. 5: Broken/mined land and backfilled of Saradhu sites. 

 
Photo. 6: Broken/mined GMJJ land and backfilled of Saradhu sites. 

Further, the user agency apprised that consolidated Wildlife Management Plan and 

Integrated Watershed Development plan for the entire project area (earlier diverted and 

present proposed) has been prepared and submitted to SFD for required approval. 

Since a part of lease is already approved and mining operation already started in 

non-forest area as well as diverted area, therefore commencement of mining activities 

and avid continuation of the same has led to FC violation over around 36 Ha of GMJJ 

forest land.  

 

Observations on the proposed CA areas: 

The Compensatory Afforestation (CA) against the above proposals is proposed 

around 392.71 ha. on Degraded Forest Land (DFL) in Chatra, district. The CA land is 

comprised in 7 discrete patches located in various forest blocks of different Mauzas 

(Villages).  

1. Encroachment was observed in Kichto, Bargaon, Ulatu 2 and Ulatu 1 (foothill 

area of Tandwa hill forest) CA lands during field visit. The land identified was 
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mostly barren land suitable for plantation except some small patches of vegetation 

and ploughing fields. 

2. The identified Laranga, Chor and Jangi CA lands are mostly barren land suitable 

for plantation except some small patches of ploughing fields in Laranga. 

3. The demarcated CA land of Bargaon is not technically and logically acceptable for 

CA plantations. 

4. The details Forest cover information of CA land are as follows: 

Forest cover information of CA land (area in hectare) 

Name MDF OPEN FOREST NON FOREST SCRUB WATER 
Total area 

(ha.) 

Kichto 00.00 45.00 100.00 00.00 02.00 147.00 

Bargaon 00.00 07.00 23.00 00.00 00.00 30.00 

Chor 00.00 02.00 35.00 00.00 00.00 37.00 

Jangi 00.00 00.00 48.00 00.00 00.00 48.00 

Laranga 00.00 00.00 13.00 00.00 00.00 13.00 

Ulatu 1 06.00 24.00 14.00 07.00 00.00 51.00 

Ulatu 2 20.00 19.00 26.00 00.00 00.00 65.00 

Total area (ha.) 26.00 97.00 259.00 7.00 2.00 391.00 

Therefore, it is necessary to take action to evict encroachments. The DFO assured 

the imminent eviction and emphasized that the forest areas with encroachments are 

deliberately identified and chosen for CA proposals as SFD finds it as an opportunity 

to permanently remove the encroachment by taking the encroached land under 

plantations thereby securing them for next 10-12 years. A few photographs of the CA 

land taken during the field inspections are below: 
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(Shashi Shankar) 

Assistant Inspector General of Forests 

 

I do consent with the observations made by AIGF in this inspection report 

and forward the same to ministry for further analyzing this site-specific 

mining proposal under the purview of FC Act & Rules incorporating the penal 

provisions prescribed. 

 
 

(Santosh Tewari) 
Dy. Director General of Forests 

RO, Ranchi 
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