
SITE INSPECTION REPORT
on

INSPECTION OF PROPOSED CA LAND ALLOTTED AGAINST PROPOSED
DIVERSION OF 315.74 HA AOLAMENDHA_PROJECT IN THE STATE OF

MAHARASHTRA UNDER THE FOREST (CONSERVATION) ACT, 1980.

Name of the Inspecting Officer- C. B. Tashildar, IFS, Assistant Inspector Ceneral of Forests
(Central). Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Nagpur.

Officials from the User Agency:-Shri Jitendra B. Turkhede, Executive Engineer,
Asolamendl'ra Project Renovation Dn, l, Mul, Dist. Chandarpur, Shri Maskawar, Sub

Divisional Engineer, Asolamendha Project, Srrb Dn, Saoli

Officials from the Forest Department: None.

Date of Site Inspection: 1210612024

Background:

land for renovation of existing Asolamendha Irrigation Project was inspected by the

Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Nagpur on 1411112023. The inspection report (Annexure
1) was submitted to the MoEF&CC, New Delhi for further consideration.

the com;sensotory afforestcrtion is situated in the periphery o.f Bemla Reservoir in
Yavatmal Di.strict. It is a single patch of 315.71 ha surrounded by agriculturalJields
and water body. It does not.fit in the criterio laid down vide MoEF&CC's clorification
datetl 13/07/2022. There.fore it neetls to be heavilltfenced to ensure its protection ancl

survival from biotic pre ssure. It is submitte d for further cons ideration "

been directed to revisit the area proposed for Compensatory Afforestation, examine its

suitability and furnish clear recommendations.

About Bemla Reservoir and CA land:
Compensatory Afforestation land of 315.74 ha for Asolamendha Project is given around

the submergence of 
'Bembla 

project. Bembla project was initially designed for 322 Mm3 water

storage with irrigable area of 40170 ha. Subsequently as per the Govt. letter dated 3110312009, it
was stated that the dependability of Bembla project was reduced to 45.81%o. Accordingly,

Bembla project plan was revised and both the storage and irrigable area were reduced to 204

Mm3 and 38850 ha respectively. Due to reduction in the storage capacity of Bembla reservoir,

the FRL of the project was reduced from 269.5 nto268 m and therefore the submergence area

was reduced.

Accordingly, the Govt. of Maharashtra issued letter dated 1210912018 (Annexure 2) in
which it was mentioned in point no. 5 that due to the reduction in the FRL of the project 2635 ha

land became excess and further instructed to properly utilise this excess land for CA and Social

forestry.
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Site Inspection and observations:
The site was inspected on I 210612024. Following observations were made:

Sr.
No.

Observation Remarks

I The proposed CA land does not fit in the
criteria laid down vide MoEF&CC's
clarification dated 1310712022- that it is
neither in vicinity of the project nor in the
vicinity of existing fbrest area, and hence
may not be suitable from rnanagernent
point of view.

The User Agency submitted that 2635 ha
of land was available as a result of
reduction of FRL of Bemla reservoir. The
Govt of Maharashtra has specifically
reserved this land for the purpose of
afforestation (attached as Annexure 2).
The land is very fertile and fit for
plantation. Availability of such huge land
bank (non-forest land) for undertaking CA
should be considered positively in
relaxation to the clarification dated
13107t2022.

2 The proposed CA land is surrounded by
the water body on one side and agricultural
fields on another side. Hence it is
vulnerable to submergence and biotic
pressure.

It is submitted by the User Agency that
submergence area remains far away from
the FRL of the reservoir. The proposed CA
land lies beyond FRL line. Hence there is
no question of its subrnergence. A map has
been created showing FRL line in red
color and boundary of proposed CA in
green color (Attached as Annexure 3)

As far as biotic pressure is concerned, the
area can be heavily fbnced from all sides.
A provision for tlre sarne has been rnade in
the CA scheme, whereirr a fund of 7.3
crores has been reserved for inter-linked
chain fencing.

J The proposed CA land is currently being
put to seasonal agricultural use by local
people. Hence the CA land rnay not be
made available free of all encumbrances.

The User Agency submitted that the land
is under the ownership and possession of
the lrrigation Dept, Govt of Maharashtra
as evident fi'orn the larrd records. An
undertaking has been given by the
concerned Executive Engineer that the
said land shall be made available to the
Forest Department free of all
encumbrarrces. The urrdertaking is
attached as Annexure 4.
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Pronosal No. FPIIVIH/IRRIG/39S9 I /20 I 9

Recommendation bv the Denutv Director General of Forests (Ceptral). Resional Office.
MoEF&CC. Naepur.

Upon perusal of the observations and remarks made by the inspecting officer, it is recommended

that:

l. As a result of reduction of FRL of Bemla reservoir, a land bank of 2635 ha (non-forest

land) has been made available by the Government of Maharashtra for the purpose of CA

and social forestry. Such an oppornrnity should be fully utilized- But the Govt of
Maharashtra has reserved this land bank only for the CA of irrigation projects. Out of
2635 ha, 315.74 ha has been proposed for Asolamendha project. Since thc frequency of
diversion of forest land for irrigation projccts is less, the said land bank may take longer

time to come under the possession of Forest Department, during which encroachments by

local people may not be ruled out. It was also learnt from the sources of the State Government

that the said reservoir is under consideration of declaration as a Bird Sanctuary. Therefore.

315.74 ha land may be accepted in relaxation to the clarification dated l3/07/2022 and

remaining land bank mav either be made available for all diversion projects or the Govt

of Maharashtra ma:y propose accredited compensatory afforestation under the Van

(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules. 2023 and nrutate the entire land bank in favour of the

Forest Departmcnt.

2. The proposed CA land is far away from the FRL line because of which the possibility of its
submergence is minimal. Further, since the proposed land is surrounded by agricultural fields, it

may be heavily fenced, which is already provisioned in the CA scheme.

3. The proposed CA land has been found to be put to seasonal agricultural use by the local people.

Therefore, the proposed land should be made available free of all encumbrances as per the

undertaking furnished by the State Government.

Considering the above, the proposed CA land may be accepted.

(Dr. V. enner)
(Central),

Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Nagpur
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Photosraphs

Land Acquisition pillar servins as a boundarv of pronosed CA land.

D."$

FRL pillar. The rrroposed CA land lies between the FRL pillar and land acquisition Dillar
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SITE INSPECTION REPORT OF ASOLAMEND}IA-PROJECT IN THE STATE OF
MAHARASHTRA UNDER THE FOREST (CONSERVATION) ACT. I980.

Name of the lnspecting Oflicer- C. B. Tashildar. lFS, Assistant lnspector General of Forests (Central),
Regional OIIice, MoEF&CC. Nagpur.

Ollicials from the State Forest Department:-
l. Shri Bapu Yele. DFO, Chandrapur Forest Division, Chandrapur,
2. Shri Rajurkar. RFO. Chandrapur

Ofliciols from the User Agency:-
l. Shri Jitendra B. Turkhede. Executive Engineer, Asolamendha Project Renovation Dn. I, Mul, Dist.

Chandarpur,
2. Shri Maskawar. Sub Divisional Engineer, Asolamendha Project Renovation Sub Dn. Saoli.

Date of site lnspe+tion: l4lll/?023

A) Legat status of the forrsl land proposed for diversion: Legal status of forcst land proposed for
diversion is as below

Sr. No. Division Forest Land (ha.) Legal Status

I Central Chanda re.788 Prolected Forest

2 Central Chanda 0.75 Zudpi jungle

J Bramhapuri 9r.36 Reserved Forest

J Bramhapuri 66.64 Protected Forest

-5 Bramhapuri 8.66 Zudpijungle

6 Bramhapuri 2.2 Unclassed Foresls

7 Chandrapur 49.37 Reserved Forest

8 Chandrapur 58.532 Protecled Forest

9 Chandrapur t8.438 [Jnclassed Forests

Total 3r 5.738

B) ltem-wise break-up details of the forest land proposed for diversion:

Component wise breakup

S.no Component Forest Land(ha.) Non-Forest Land(ha.)

I CANAL ANDNETWORK
SYSTEM

72.47 99.08

2 Submergence 243.2'l 529.68

Tolal 3r5.74 628.76

C) Wildlife: Whether forest area proposed for diversion i3 importanl from wildlife point of view
or not: As per the State Govemment, the forest arga proposed for diversion does not fall under
any wildlife sanctuary. Eco sensitive zone and Protected area. The CCF Chandrapur Circle.
Chandrapur in his Sile lnspection Report and Parr lll. has mentioned lhal lhe proposed area is

6
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important from wildlife p<rint of view and also reported the presence and movernent of Tiger &
Leopard in proposed forest land. Further he has nrentioned in his comments that the Wildlife
Mitigation me.rsures are required in casc the area is diverted. Therelbre Wild life Clearnce proposal
was prepared and subrnitted to State Wild litb Board lor approval. lt is to be notcd that out of
315.74 ha forest srca propose<l for diversion, 267.33 ha area has been moved for clearance
from NBWL. The User agcncy has prepared the Wildlife Mitigation Measurcs plan lbr Divcrsion
of3l5.T4Ha.AsperthcdecisionofthestaleWildLifeBoardinirsnrceringheldon 16/1012023.a
three rnember Comrnittcc undcr thc Chairrnanship of CCF. Chandrapur was constituted vide lener
of the Principal Chicf Conservator of Forest (Wild Life). Covt. of Maharashtra clued 2311012023.
Three member Contrnittec visitcd thc Asolamcndha Project datcd 28/lO/2023 and gave suggestions
in addition to the Wild Life Mitigation Plan submitted by User Agcncy. Allcr subrnission of the
report thc Wild life proposal will be submitted to National Board for Wild Life for final Cleararce.

l); Vegetation:

Trecs under FRL-4 arc not rcquircd to bc lblled as per thc Handbook ot'frorcst (Ctutservation) Acr.
I 980 and Forcst Conservation Rules. 2003 (guidelincs & clarifications)- pagc no. I 07.
Trees existing between FRL and FRL-2. FRL2 and FRL-4 will not bc l'cllcd. Thcy will comc
under submergence.

i. Detsils of total number of trees to be felled:
There are 7501 trees to bc fellcd in thc project. These trees comc urr<tcr canal and network syslenl.
'l-he girth wise breakup is as undcr:

Namc of Division Ilclow 60 cm Above 60 cnr Total
Central Chanda Div I 490 26 t5 t6

Chandrapur Div, 1648 2337 5985
Total 5IJIt 236J 750 I

ii. EIIect of removel of trees on the generel ecosystem in the area: To tnitigate thc effect on
general Ecosystctn ifany, Forest Conservation plan is proposcd by Forcst Departrncnt amounting
to Rs. 3.09 Cr. The Uscr Agcncy has given undertaking to bear thc cxpcnscs.

E) Compensatot? afforcatstion: Contpensatory Afforestation has been proposed on a single patch
measuring 315.74 ha of Non-l:orcst Land around Bemla Reservoir. Yavatrnal District. belonging
to the lrrigation Departmcnl.
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l. Whether land for compensetory afforestotion is suitsble from plantation and mrnagcment
point of view or not: A Suitability Certificate of CA land has been given by the DCF
Yavatmal. However. the proposed CA land does nol fit into the criteria laid down vide
MoEF&CC's clarification dated t3/07i2022. The proposed CA is not contiguous with existing
forest area and is sunounded bv aericulhrral fields. C)n one side it is surrounded bv the

reservoir. Thus- it is not suitable vis-i-vis future manaqemenl and flood situalions of tlte
reservoir.

2. Whether land for compensstorJ afforeslation is free from encroachments/other
encumbrances: Yes. The land pro;nsed for Compensalory afforestation is to be handed over lo
forest department free from all encroachment and the leller regarding this is given by owner of
land. Executive Engineer, Bembla Project Yavatmal.

.3. Whether land for compensslory a forrststion is important from Religious/Archaeologicat
point of view: No.

4. Land identitied for raising compcnsatory a forestation is in how many patches, whether
patches are comprct or not: l-and identified is single conlinuous palch along the periphery of
Bemhla Project Reservoir.

5. Map with details: Attached in the proposal.

6. Total financial outlay: Compensatory aflbrestation sclreme of Rs. 27.30 Cr. submined is by

DCF Yavatmal.-Attached in the proposal.

F) Whether proposal invotves violation of Forest (Conservetion) Act, 1980 or not. lf ye* a
detailed report on violation including action taken ogainst the concerned oflicials. Proposal

does not involve any violation. No-Violation certificate has been given by all three forest divisions.

namely- l ) Chandrapur Forest Div. Chandrapur 2) Central Chanda Forest Div. Chandrapur 3)
Bramhapuri Forest Div. Bramhapuri.

C) Whether proposal involves rehabililolion of displaced persons. lf yes, whether rehabilitation
plan has been prepared by the State Covernment or not. Details be furnished specilically if
rehabilitation plan would alTect any other forest area by trans-locating outslecs in and
around the said forest: As per the Representative of the User Agency, some villages in lhe non-
foresr area hnve been rehabilitated. No forest area is affected from the said rehabilitation.

H) Reclamation Plan: Nil

l) Details on catchment and command area under the project: Asolamendha Project was

constructed in the British Era in l9l4 with irrigation potential of 9919 ha. The catchmenl area of
Asolamendha Project is 245.72 km2. TIre calchment lies in Saoli and Sidnewahi 'lalukas of
Chandrapur district in Maharashtra Stale. The portions of the catchmenl area near of origin of
various tributaries in their early length are hilly and are covered with agricultural land and forests.

After the tributaries leave the hill slopes they enter a relatively plain area. ln view of these large

variations. the catchment area was required to be divided into various zones. The instant project
airns at renovation ofthe existint proiecl.
Through rent'rvalion, the command area of Asolamendha Project is proposed to be increased to
43763 ha with irrigation polential of -54879 ha. The Command area lies in Saoli. Mul and
Pornbhurna Talukas of Chandrapur district in Maharashlra State benefitting 9440 families of I l8
villages. (Catchment and command map is attached herewith).

J) Cost benefit ratio: The value olBenefit Cost ratio is I 1.93. The renovation cosl is less. while the
benefits due to the said renovation are more. Attached in the proposal.

K) Recommendations of the Principal Chief Consenator of Forestsi/ Stsle Covernment:
Recommended for approval vide Covt. of Maharashtra letter No.FLD 2022/C.R.291/F 10. dated
l,t. I I .2022. Attached in the proposal.
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L) Recommendations of DIX)F (Central) Rcgional OIIice, MoEF&CC, Nagpur along with detail
reasons: Attached scparately.

M) Detoiled comments on whether there are any alternatives routcValignments for locating thc
project on the non-forcst land: No altcrnative alignments havc beerr proposed. Since it is
proposcd to renovate the cxisting project. thcre are no altemativc routeV alignntenls.

N) Whethcr land being divcrted has any socioculturaUreligious value. Whether any sacred
grove or vcry old grown trees/forests cxasts in oreas proposed for diversion:
Land being diverted has no socio-cultural/rcligious value arrd no sacred grove or verl,old grown
trccs/lbrests exists in thc proposed arcas. Thc tress under FRL4 arc not required to bc lelled as per

the Handbook of Forest (Conservation) Act.l980 & Forest Conscrvation rulcs.2003 (guidelines &
Clarifications) at page no.107.

O)Situetion w.r.L any Protected Area: : l'-orcsl area proposed for diversion docs not lall under any
wildlife sanctuary. Eco scnsitivc zonc and Protcctcd area.

P) Any other information relating to thc projcct:

[)hotograplr (atlcchul).t.
?.
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Sr. No. Arcas insrlecte<l Remarks
Survey No. 30. RF
Scclion-4. Bramhapuri
Forcst Division.

Thc 'l'otal area of the Survey No.30 is 6.02 ha out of
which 0.67 ha rcquired and there are total lE2 lrces
in 0.67 ha land. Dcntarcation stonc No.3 18 was
obscrved near survcy No. 30.
'l'!rc lbrcst land is required for subrncrgcncc area of
Asolamendha Projcct.

.,
Comp. No. 1626. PF.
Bramlrapuri Forest
Division

The Total area of the Compartnrent No. 1626 is

21.83 ha out of which 18.80 ha required and there
arc total 6513 trecs in 18.80 ha land. Denrarcation
stonc No,745 was obscrvcd ncar Conrpartnrcnt No.
1626. The forest land is rcquired lbr submergcnce
arca of Asolamendha Project.

J Compartment No. 140
& l4l. Rcserve Forest.
Bramhapuri Forcst
Division

'l'he Total area of the Compartment No. 140 & l4l is
690.809 ha out of whicll 62.22 ha required and there
are total 327E4 trees in 62.?2 ha land. Dernarcatiorr

stone No.l55 was obscrvcd near survey No. 140.
'l'hc fiorest land is rcquircd fior submergencc arca of
Asolarnendha Projcct.

4 Comparlrnent
1663 Pl" undcr

Nt'r.

thc
ol'jurisdiction

Chandrapur
Division.

Forest

Thc total area of the Compartment No. l66l is 7.28

ha out of which 0.72 ha is required for divcrsion. It
is required for Canal Nctwork of Axrlarncndha
Irrojcct.

5 Compartrncnt No.
1662 PF, Chandrapur
Forcst Division.

'l'hc total area of thc Compartment No. 1663 is

156.77 ha. out of which 1.26 ha is requircd to be

divertcd for canal nctwork. There are total 450 trccs
in 1.26 ha land.
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6 Compartment No.
1679, PF Chandrapur
Forest Division.

Total area of the Compartment No. 1679 is 10-5.34

ha out of which 6.51 ha required for canal nelwork.

There are total 1637 lrees in 6.51 ha land.

7 Compartment No.
1565. PF. Chandrapur
Forest Division.

The Total area of lhe Compartment No.l565 is

104.94 ha out o[ which 3.26 ha rcquired for canal

network. There are total l7l trees in 3.26 ha land.

3. Map showing catchment area, Old FRL, New FRL. FRL-4. FRL-2 has been attached.

4. Appx. 79 ha of forcst land is under lhe management of Forest Development Corporation of
Maharashra. The NOC has been obtained'

5. Since the forest areas proposed for diversion are in narrow slrips and isolated patches. the

KML files of the forest areas proposed lbr diversion need to be looked al in combinalion with

the KML files of the compartments in order to gel a cotnplete picture-

kiroA-rrr', W(C. B.

Assistant lnspeclor General of Forests (Central).

Regional Office, MoEF&CC. NagPur.
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Pronosal No. FP/M H/lRR!G/J959 I /20 I 9

Recommendations of the DDGF (Centrel) Regiooal Oflicc, MoEF&CC, Nagpur along with detailed
reasons:

l. Asolamendha Renovation l'roject involves proposal lbr diversion ol'315.74 lu lbrest arca.
out o[ which 267.33 ha lbrcst arca has bccn moved [or clearance frorn the NBWL for
corridor of animals including tigcr.

2. lt involvcs rcnovation o[the Dritish Era lrrigation Project. thereby aiming for incrcase in the
irrigation potential from 9919 ha to 54879 ha.

3. Total 7501 tnees are to cut only for the renovation of canal network. The trees in the
submcrgence area are to bc rctained. which will evcntually die out.

The proposel is recommended consideriog the sbove points but subject to the following:
l. Tltc non-forest land identificd for the compensatory afTorestation is situated in rhe periphery

ol'Bemla Reservoir in Yavatmal District. lt is a singlc patch of 315.74 ha sunounded by
agricultural fields and watcr body. lt does not fit in the crileria laid down vide MoEF&CC's
clarification dated 13/{)7/2022. 'l'hcrefore ir nceds ro bc heavily lbnccd to ensure its
protc'clion and survival lronr biolic pressure. It is subnrittcd lor further considcratiolt.

(P.
(Central;,

Rcgional Office. MoElj&CC. Nagpur

\&)
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Diversion of 315.74 ha Forest land for Asolamendha Project
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Photoeraphs
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