
 
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)

****
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

Aliganj, Jorbag Road,
New Delhi — 110003

Dated:  24th June, 2021
 
To,

Additional Chief Secretary (Forests),
Government of Jharkhand,
Nepal House, Doranda
Ranchi.

Sub: Proposal for diversion of 184.23 ha of forest land (174.39 ha encroached (ex-post
facto approval) and 9.84 ha virgin land) in favour of M/s Electrosteel Steels Limited in
the State of Jharkhand - reg.

 

Sir,

       I am directed to refer to letter of even number dated 17.12.2019 of this Ministry
conveying the in-principle approval of the Central Government for diversion of 183.23 ha of
Forest land (174.23 Ha encroached (ex-post facto approval) and 9.84 ha virgin land) in
favour of M/s Electrosteel Steels Limited (now known as ESL Steel Limited) in the state of
Jharkhand with certain conditions.

      It is to inform that this Ministry vide letter of No. 11/84/2021 dated 12.04.2021 and DO
dated 13.05.2021 (copies enclosed) conveyed the details of cases involving violation of
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, including the instant case of M/S Electrosteel Steels Ltd.
and requested the States to submit requisite information within a period of one month failing
which Ministry will initiate process of withdrawing Stage-I clearance or rejecting the case.
Requisite information is awaited from the State. The State Government has not submitted the
requisite information till date.

        It is to further recall that on the basis of available records it is apparent that the said
encroachment of notified forest land of 91 ha and revenue forest land of 83 ha, total 174 ha of
forest land by M/S Electrosteel Steels Ltd (including its predecessor) was effected around the
year 2010. This encroachment was purportedly done on the basis of settlement of lands in
favour of private persons by local revenue officials. Reportedly, this has adversely affected
the cases filed by Forest Department for forest land encroachment as well as eviction of
encroachment. Therefore, in addition to penal levies, the State Government was requested to
enquire and fix the responsibility for above said settlement of forest lands to private persons
in violation of the relevant laws, so that such instances of forest land encroachment and
violation of Forest (Conservation) Act 1980 doesn't recur.

        In the meantime, this Ministry has received a representation dated 02.02.2021 from the
User Agency on the above subject wherein citing the non-availability of suitable non-forest
land, modifications in the relevant conditions of Stage-I approval dated 17.12.2019 have been
solicited from the Ministry to enable them to take up CA in other states or alternatively only
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charge money from them for raising CA.

        I am directed to request the State Government to submit information as desired in
Ministry's communications dated 13.05.2021 and 12.04.2021 on the highest priority basis and
also send their comments/view on the submission made by the User Agency and for further
necessary action in the matter.

End: As above.

Yours faithfully,

sd/-
(Charan Jeet Singh)

Scientist 'D'
Copy to:-
1. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi.
2. Regional Officer„ Integrated Regional Office of MoEF&CC, Ranchi
3. Nodal Officer (FCA), Forest Department, Govt. of Jharkhand, Ranchi.
4. User Agency.
5. Monitoring Cell (Forest Conservation Division).
6. Guard File.
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Digitally signed by CHARAN
JEET SINGH
Date: 2021.06.24 17:22:10 IST

Signature Not Verified
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02.02.2021 

    

vedanta 
transforming elements 

   

ESL STEEL LIMITC-D 
(Formerly known as ElectrosteetStesis L rafted] 

To, 
Hon'ble Secretary, 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
for Bagh, 
New Delhi 

Subject: Request for partial modification of the conditions granted in proposal F. No. 8-21/2019-FC for 
diversion of 183.23 ha of Forest Land (174.23 Ha encroached (ex-post facto approval) and 9.84 ha virgin 
land ) in favour of M/s Electrosteel Steels Limited (now known as ESL Steel Limited) in the state of 
Jharkhand. 

Dear Sir, 

We refer to our meeting dated 20.01.21 with regards to efforts made by the current management of ESL 
Steel Limited to regularise all compliances post its acquisition in 2018 under the IBC Code. In pursuance 
of the same, we seek your humble intervention to achieve compliance to conditions prescribed by the 
Forest Advisory Committee for diversion of 183.23 ha of forest land (inclusive of 84.96 ha of Jungle Jhari). 

ESL had applied for ex post facto approval for forest diversion based on the High Court of Jharkhand in 
WPC 1850 of 2018 and 4873 of 2018. Further, the MOEF and FAC approved the project and issued a letter 
F-8-21/2019-FC dated 17.12.2019 to ESL Steel Limited wherein it was requested that NPV and CA land of 
6 times be given to the Department of Forest as additional penalty. Basis this letter the Divisional Forest 
Officer has on 01.07.20 raised a demand note for 6 times NPV and 6 times CA land. 

We are currently in process to identify such land parcels within the State of Jharkhand, which are non-
forest, encroachment free and are suitable for compensatory afforestation. We have identified revenue 
government land parcels equivalent to 184.23 Ha in Giridih and Lohardaga districts of Jharkhand and are 
in process of takeover. Further, ESL has also requested the state government to identify the remaining 
871.95 ha of non-forest land for compensatory afforestation purposes vide our letter dated_18th 
Nov'2020. 

The State of Jharkhand has sizable portion land categorised as revenue forest land, and availability of 
around 871.95 Ha of forest land or double of Jungle-Jhari land (approximately 1743.80 Ha) is still 
challenging. The State Government has not yet identified such land parcels. 

In absence of a suitable land bank for CA activities at the State ofJharkhand, providing this amount of land 
is almost impossible, given that the land rights of the land tenants are protected by the Chotanagpur 
Tenancy Act within Jharkhand and there is hardly any land which is encroachment free. 

W www.electrosteelsteels.com  Registered Office: Siyaljori, P.O. Jogidih, O.P. Bangaria, PS. Chandankyari, Bokaro, Pin -828303 
Jharkhand, India 	 CIN: U27310J112006PLC012663 

Corporate Office: Lohanchal Colony, Plot No. 10, Beside Sector 12, Bokaro Steel City - 827012 

T +08651-102477 
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vedanta 
transforming elements 	 ESL STEEL LIMITED 

(Formerly known as Electrosteal Steels L mited) 

Hence in order to suitably comply with this condition, we humbly request that the condition for providing 

5 times penal CA land be modified suitably such that : 

1. ESL can identify similar parcel of land (871.95 Ha) in any other state of India where such large track of 
land is available, which is suitable for compensatory afforestation purposes. 

2. In case such land is not available even in other states, ESL should be allowed to deposit funds for CAMPA 
for undertaking the compensatory afforestation activity. 

The management has prioritised settlement of all pending legacy disputes and contentious matters 
particularly with the government departments and statutory authorities in order to focus on revival of the 
business and its further growth. A modification in this condition will help us achieve the forest clearance 

on priority within next 3 months. 

The management has plans to invest further in the Jharkhand region and expand the project for achieving 
optimum utilisation of assets and fast achievement of the compliances will help us achieve this eminently. 

Authorized Signatory 
ESL STEEL LIMITED (FORMERLY KNOWN AS ELECTROSTEEL STEELS LTD) 

W www.electrosteelsteels.com  

T +08651-102477 

Registered Office: Siyaljorl, P.O. Jogidlh, O.P. Bangarla, P.S. Chandankyarl, Bokaro, Pin - 828303 
Jharkhand, India 	 CIN: U27310JH2006PLC012663 

Corporate Office: Lohanchal Colony, Plot No. 10, Beside Sector 12, Bokaro Steel City - 827012 
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