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21 : Recommendation of the DDGF 

Project : Proposal for seeking approval of the Central Government under Van 
(Sanrakshan evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 for diversion of 
8.0357 ha forest area for proposed 3rd railway line between Jujharpur 
(Km.750+000) and Dodharamohor (Km.792+650) section in Favour of 
Central Railway CST Mumbai in the State of Madhya Pradesh.  (Online 
proposal No. - FP/MP/RAIL/150074/2021) 

 

1. Analysis of Google Earth imagery reveals that subway construction commenced in 
late 2021, prior to obtaining statutory clearance and no effective preventative 
action was taken by the Forest Department while the application was under 
consideration. 

2. The Railway Department, through the Executive Engineer (Construction), Betul, 
submitted a 1986 Right of Way (ROW) map for examination. However, no 
authenticated documents were provided to justify the subway construction 
during the inspection and the proposal su  bmitted under the Forest (Conservation) 
Act, 1980, failed to include the ROW in the attached KML file; only the applied-for 
area was demarcated. 

3. The old railway line, tracks, and subway span a width of 58 meters. The approach 
roads and the old bridge measure 57.9 meters in width. In addition, a 
construction on the eastern side extends 4 meters into the forest boundary; on 
the western side, it extends 6.4 meters. While construction on the "down track" 
side remained within the ROW, unauthorized construction occurred on the "up 
track" side, covering a strip of forest land 3 meters wide and 122 meters long. 
 

It is confirmed that the Railway Department has utilized 0.0366 ha of forest land without 
prior approval of the Central Government, in violation of the provisions of the Van 
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980. Accordingly, it is recommended that 
the User Agency shall either provide equivalent non-forest land under the control of the 
Forest Department or, in its absence, deposit an amount equal to two (2) times the Net 
Present Value (NPV) of the forest land so used. In addition, the User Agency shall bear the 
full cost of compensatory afforestation, including maintenance for a period of ten (10) 
years, as per an approved site-specific scheme. The non-forest land provided shall be duly 
transferred and mutated in favour of the State Forest Department or notified as forest 
land, prior to grant of Final (Stage-II) approval under the Van (Sanrakshan Evam 
Samvardhan) Rules, 2023 and relevant guidelines. 
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Dy. Director General of Forests (Central) 
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