
File No.:8-28/2015FC 
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,

New Delhi - 110003.
Dated: As per e-sign

To
The Addl. Chief Secretary (Forests),
Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar

Sub: Proposal for non-forestry use of balance forest land of 746.3325 ha
including 11.8305 ha for safety zone (excluding 95.60 ha of pre-1980 broken
up forest land already diverted and 4.467 ha of forest land being proposed for
diversion in separate proposal for mining infrastructure of Daitari ML ) within
total forest land of 846.3995 ha located within approved Mining lease area of
1018.3085 ha for Iron Ore Mining in Daitari Mining lease in Cuttack  Forest
Division of Jajpur District and Keonjhar (WL) Division of Keonjhar District,
Odisha )  M/s OMC Ltd. during Mining lease period as extended under the
amended provision MMDR Act - reg.
 
Madam/Sir,
 

 I am directed to refer to the State Government of Odisha's letter No. FE-
DIV-FLD-0104-2021-319114/FE&CC dated 25.10.2025 on the above subject
requesting to provide copy of the concerns raised by the NTCA related to diversion
of balance forest land of 746.3325 ha forest land for Iron Ore Mining in Daitari
Mining lease  and those raised in the report of the sub-committee  which
inspected the area. 

 
In this regard, please find enclosed herewith the copy of report of NTCA and

the report of the Sub-Committee  for your kind information and necessary action.
 
 
Encl: As above

Yours faithfully,
 

  
Sd/-

(Suneet Bhardwaj)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests

Copy to: 

i. The PCCF (HoFF), Department of Forests, Government of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar.

8-28/2015FC I/149216/2025



ii. The Dy. DGF (Central), Regional Office of the MoEF&CC at  Bhubaneswar.
iii. The Nodal Officer (FCA), Department of Forests, Government of Odisha,

Bhubaneswar.
iv. User Agency
v. The Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi for uploading on

PARIVESH portal.
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Assessment of Proposal for non-forestry use of balance forest land of 746.3325 ha 

including 11.8305 ha for safety zone (excluding 95.60 ha of pre-1980 broken up 

forest land already diverted and 4.467 ha of forest land being proposed for 

diversion in separate proposal for mining infrastructure of Daitari ML ) within 

total forest land of 846.3995 ha located within approved Mining lease area of 

1018.3085 ha for Iron Ore Mining in Daitari Mining lease in Cuttack. 

 

The Daitari Iron Ore Mine, as observed in Google imagery (Fig. 1), is currently operational 
in this region. The proposed expansion seeks to extend mining activities into a forest 
patch that forms a critical segment of the least-cost corridor connecting the Simlipal and 
Satkosia Tiger Reserves (Fig. 2). The parallel lines depicted in Figures 2 and 4 represent 
the indicative least-cost pathway and is located in the closest patch within the circuit-
scape corridor habitat (Fig 2) highlight the importance of the surrounding forest in 
maintaining the corridor's ecological integrity. it. This forest patch plays a pivotal role in 
facilitating wildlife movement and ensuring the functional continuity of the corridor. 

The proposed mining site is situated within the connecting forests that serve as a natural 
linkage between Simlipal and Satkosia, as evidenced by elephant presence reported in 
the All India Tiger Estimation exercises (Fig. 3). Both Simlipal and Satkosia Tiger Reserves 
have depressed tiger densities and are home to a genetically unique lineage of tigers, 
making the conservation of this corridor essential for the long-term survival and recovery 
of these populations. Development activities, such as mining and associated human 
interventions like increased bio-resource extraction and transportation, are likely to 
disrupt the corridor's functionality, potentially leading to habitat fragmentation, reduced 
connectivity, and heightened human-wildlife conflict. 

Currently, this corridor is actively used by elephants for movement between protected 
areas. Its preservation is vital not only for maintaining elephant populations but also for 
facilitating tiger dispersal and eventual population recovery. In the future, once tiger 
populations in Simlipal and Satkosia are restored, this corridor is expected to become an 
important component of the least-cost tiger pathway. Furthermore, the corridor's 
ecological significance extends beyond Simlipal and Satkosia. The forest connectivity 
stretches southward to the Chandaka Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS) and Athgarh WLS via the 
Dhenkanal Forest Division. This broader network acts as a critical conduit for wildlife 
movement, enabling gene flow and ensuring the resilience of regional wildlife 
populations. It also serves as a stepping stone for tigers, providing essential habitats for 
their dispersal across landscapes. 

Considering these ecological and conservation concerns, the proposed expansion of the 
Daitari Iron Ore Mine into this forested corridor is not recommended. Such activities 
may undermine the region's ecological integrity and compromise its role as a vital link 
for wildlife movement and biodiversity conservation in eastern India. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Google imagery of Daitari Mining site 

Figure 2 Circuitscape corridor (Daitari mine area is in moderate corridor habitat) & Forest 
compartment of Corridor  



 
 

 

Figure 3 Elephant Presence within the proposed mining area and forest compartments adjoining indicative least cost 
pathway 

 

Figure 4 Forest compartments within the Daitari lease area & Elephant presence (map without Forest cover for clarity) 




































