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Site Inspection Report
Done by IRO (MoEF&CC) Ranchi Towards : FP/JH/MIN/8374 /2014

A Proposal (bearing Online Proposal No. : FP/JH/MIN/8374/2014) under
section 2 of Forest (Conservation) Act 1980 for diversion of 126.72 ha of forest land for
KD HESALONG OCP MINE in favour of Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) in Ranchi Forest
Division and District, Jharkhand is being examined by Ministry of Environment, Forest
& Climate Change, Govt of India, New Delhi. In process few additional documents were
requested by the ministry vide its letter dated 22/8/2019 (Annex-1) from the state
government. Even after several reminders since then, the reply to the query is still
awaited. In this context, the ministry in its letter No.8/62/2018-FC dated 14/12/2021
(Annex-2) has asked this office to conduct a site inspection of the area to ascertain the
factual position, including violation of FC Act, if any, committed in the area proposed
for diversion and submit a report to the Ministry.

Accordingly site inspection to the area was done on 24/12/2021 by the team from
IRO Ranchi comprising of Shashi Shankar AIGF (C), Shri Sujoy Dutta, Technical Officer
(Forestry) and Dr. Surajit Panda, Sr.Technical Associate (GIS, DSS). During the site visit
following officials were present:

e Shri A.K Dubey, DFO, Ranchi Forest Division

e Shri KK Jha, General Manager NK Area, CCL

e Shri Surendra Kumar, Eurmu Range Officer, Ranchi F D
e Md. Akram, Chief Project Manager (Mines) KDH, CCL
e Shri Nishank Prakash, Dy. Manager (Env), CCL.

Observations:

The extant proposal is for diversion of 126.72 Ha of Forest Land in lease area of 710.7 Ha
where mining operations are in progress in few other patches. The area is depicted in the
satellite imagery (Annex-3).

The forest area proposed for diversion is comprised of 84.35Ha of Notified Forests and
42.37Ha of GMJ] (Gair Majarua Jungle Jhaadi) and is shown in Annex-4.

1. During Site Visit it is observed that under Bishrampur Mouza some portion of the
forest land, which are applied for diversion under section-2 of FC Act, 1980, is
completely dig-out and in some portion, only top soil is dig-out (Annex-5). The
complete dig-out area is adjacent to the existing quarry/ pit area which belongs to
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non forest land. On enquiry, the representatives of CCL informed that because
exposed coal seams in some adjacent portions of the proposed forest land for
diversion in Karkatta and Bishrampur Mouza caught fire and coal seams of the
underground started burning, therefore to avoid the possibility forest fire and
wastage of vital coal resources, in national interest they have dug-out this area after
taking permission from the concerned DFO. The request made by CCL and the
permission letter issued by DFO for the effect are attached here as Annex-6. The DFO,
Ranchi Forest Division vide letter No.5265 dated 18.12.2017 had permitted the Project
Proponent for digging-out in Karkatta Mouza (500 m x 70 m i.e. 3.5 ha forest land
including GMJ]J land) and Bishrampur Mouza (550 m x 90 m i.e. 4.95 ha) to stop the
spreading out fires of underground coal seams through. During site visit, it was
observed that heat waves and smoke was gushing out from the some portion of the
said forest land.

. Further, from the data acquired during site inspection and on basis of it, as per
Google Earth Image and submitted kml file of the 126.72 ha forest land proposed for
diversion, it appears that project proponent had already broken up the forest land in
3 patches in Bishrampur Mouza (approx 6.77 ha) and some portion of GKJJ land in
Karkatta Mouza (approx 3.74 ha). Approximately, 10.51 ha are already broken up by
the Project Proponent without Forest Clearance under F(C) Act, 1980. These area are
shown on the google earth imagery as Annex-7. Although, the concerned DFO has
given permission for dig-out over 8.45 ha forest land without any intimation to the
Ministry under the request made by CCL citing national interest.

. During inspection, it also came to the knowledge of the Inspection Team that the
Project Proponent vide letter No.KDH/Safety /PO/2021/56 dated 1.06.2021 again
has applied for dig-out over 4 ha (400 m x 100 m) forest land under Bishrampur
Mouza to protect the fire spreading under the forest land, which is forwarded to the
Nodal Officer (FC), Jharkhand by DFO, Ranchi Forest Division and is pending with
Nodal Officer. This practice of CCL trying to get incompetent permissions for mining
on regular basis in garb of national interest appeared unwarranted in a situation
when Integrated Regional Office of the Ministry is located in the vicinity at Ranchi.

. Further, during the site-inspection proper demarcation (pillars etc.) of the fresh forest
land (126.72 ha) which is applied for diversion is not found during the site visit.

. It is submitted that the Project Proponent vides letter No.PO(KDH)/2021-
22/Envt/53 dated 8.7.2021 has submitted the interim reply in respect to the
observations made by FAC and communicated by the Ministry vide letter No.8-
62/2018-FC dated 22.08.2019 and copy of the said is submitted in IRO, MoEF&CC,
Ranchi on 9.08.2021. Presently, some query raised by the DFO, Ranchi Forest
Division over the submitted reply by the Project Proponent.
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6. The officials present on behalf of Project Proponent informed that 154 ha forest land,
where mining was completed and the pits were refilled, is already technically as well
as biologically reclaimed and area is under plantation. The site was visited by the
team and growing dense vegetation is observed ~ (Annex-8). Plantation is covered
by the bamboo and some other local native species. However, the reclaimed forest
area is not surrendered by the Project Proponent to the Forest Division.

-

(Shashi Shankar)
AIGF (Central)

Encl: (Annex-1 to 8)

Page 3 of 3



Aonnex -4 e

590434/2022/0/o ADGF(C)

F. No. 8-62/2018-FC DPA L
Government of India

| Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

| (Forest Conservation Division)

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
| . Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,
| New D?lhi - 110003.
| " Dated: Q2 “August, 2019

[e}
The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Jharkhand,
Ranchi.

Sub: Proposal for diversion of 126.72 ha (84.35 ha PF and 42.37 ha Jungle Jhari) of forest land for
KDH Open Cast Mine in favour of M/s Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) in Ranchi District,
Jharkhand.

| am directed to refer to the State Government of Jharkhand's letter no. Van Bhumi-
06/2017/3422/V.P. dated 13.08.2018 on the above subject seeking prior approval of the Central
Government under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and to inform that said proposal was placed before
Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) in its meeting held on 31% July, 2019. The detailed minutes of the FAC
meeting held on 31% July, 2019 may kindly be accessed on the website of this Ministry
(www.parivesh.nic.in).

The FAC, after thorough deliberations on the proposal and also taking note of the various facts of the
proposal inter-alia recommended obtaining following information from the State Government: ’
() State Government shall attach necessary certificate that the area is free from encroachments and
encumbrances.
(i)  State Government shall submit necessary certificate to confirm whether the site selected for
compensatory afforestation is important from Religious/Archaeological point of view or not.
(iii) ~ Status of safety zone may be clarified by state Government.
(iv)  Cost benefit ratio shall be calculated as per MOEF&CC guidelines dated 1.08.2017.
(v)  State Government shall provide details about the gap/shortfall observed in the process of reclamation of
_ the mined area by CCL in other mines within the state.
(vi)  State Government shall furnish status of the areas for which, as reported, there are approvals of forest
area obtained in 1996 and 2009.
(vii)* State Government may further clarify if the user agency had paid NPV for entire forest area within the
project/lease area as per different guidelines of MOEF&CC or not.
(vii)  State Government shall prepare a comprehensive proposal for diversion of entire forest land under the
provisions of FCA 1980 within the project /lease area

In view of the above, | am directed to request the Ministry of Mines, Government of India to subrﬁit
their comments, as per the observation of FAC, to this Ministry for further necessary action in the matter.
Yours faithfully,

[
w&%%%%ﬁﬁwn

Assistant Inspector General of Forests (FC)
Copy to:-
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi.
The Dy Director General of Forests (Central), Regional Office, MOEF&CC, Ranchi
The Addl. PCCF & Nodal Officer (FCA), Forest Department, Gowvt. of Jharkhand, Ranchi.
User Agency. :
Monitoring Cell (Forest Conservation Division). : \S‘bu.P
Guard File. !

SaswN

I &y an;
(Sandeep Sharma)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests (_FC)
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Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Raod, Aliganj
New Delhi — 110003

Dated: 14" December, 2021
To

Regional Officer
Govt. of India
MoEF&CC's Integrated Regional Office
Ranchi

Sub: Proposal for diversion of 126.72 ha (84.35 ha PF and 42.37 ha Jungle
Jhari) of forest land for KDH Open Cast Mine in favour of M/s Central
Coalfields Limited (CCL) in Ranchi District, Jharkhand. (Online Proposal
No. FP/JH/MIN/8374/2014)

Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Govt. of Jharkhand's letter No. Van Bhumi-06/2017-
3422/V.P. dated 13.08.2018 on the above subject seeking prior approval of the
Central Government under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and to inform that
the Ministry vide letter dated 22.08.2019, had requested the State Government to
submit the information as per observations of Forest Advisory Committee. Pending
receipt of requisite information, the State Government was reminded on 9.06.2020
and 10.06.2021 to submit the information. The Secretary, EF&CC vide DO dated
5.08.2020 also requested the Chief Secretary, Government of Jharkhand to submit

the desired information. However, requisite information is still awaited from the
State.

2. The matter has been reviewed in the Ministry and keeping in view non-
submission of information by the State even after lapse of a period of almost two
years, it was desired that a site inspection of the area may be conducted by the IRO,
Ranchi to ascertain the factual position, including violation of FC Act, if any,
committed in the area proposed for diversion and submit a report to the Ministry
within a period of two weeks for further necessary action in the matter.

Yours faithfully,
Sd/-
(Charan Jeet Singh)
Scientist 'D'
Copy to:
1. The Secretary, Ministry of Mines, Gol, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi.
2. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Government of Jharkhand,
Ranchi.
. The Regional Officer (Central), Integrated Regional Office, Ranchi.
. The Nodal Officer, (FCA), Forest Department, Government of Jharkhand,
Ranchi.

. User Agency.
. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF & CC, New Delhi.

o un B W

Signed by Charan Jeet
Singh

Date: 14-12-2021 09:57:46
Reason: Approved
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Annex-5
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Photograph 2: Field photograph (23.66238209 N, 85.00414951 E)
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Fig. 1: A synoptic view of the proposed area and violation area (Red polygon) on Google Earth Imagery (Dated. 26.10.2020)

*Red marks are denoted as the area (land) of violation while Green and Yellow are Forest and GM]J land on Figure.
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Photograph 3: Field photograph of plantation area
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Photograph 4: Field photograph of plantation area
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