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No.4-KRB1396/2025-BAN  
Dated the 13th October, 2025

To
The Assistant Inspector General of Forests (FC)
Forest Conservation Division,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhavan,
Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road,
New Delhi-110003.

 
Sub:  Diversion of 0.4928 ha. of forest land in Sy. No.215A1A, Arav village,
Savanthawada Hobli, Karwar Taluk, Uttara Kannada District for
establishment of Building Stone Quarry and its approach road in favour of
M/s. Sai Ram Enterprises, Gaongeri, Majali, Karwar.  (Proposal No.
FP/KA/QRY/46423/2020)

 
Sir,
 
          As directed vide Ministry’s letter No.4-KRB1396/2022-BAN dated
23.08.2025, the site was inspected by the undersigned and the Site inspection
report alongwith the recommendation of DDGF(Central) is forwarded herewith for
kind information and further necessary action please.
 

Yours faithfully,
Encl: as above

 
(Yasodha K)

Deputy Inspector General of Forests(C)
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Recommendation of DDGF (Central) Regional office, MoEF&CC, 
Bengaluru 

The proposal seeks d iversion of 0.4928 ha. of forest land in Sy. No.215A1A, 
Arav village, Savanthawada Hobli, Karwar Taluk, Uttara Kannada District for 
establishment of Building Stone Quarry and its approach road in favour of M/s. 
Sai Ram Enterprises, Gaongeri, Majali, Karwar. 
 
(Proposal No. FP/KA/QRY/46423/2020). 
 
The site was inspected by DIGF on 26-09-2025. The observations of the inspecting officer are 
agreed to. It is noted that: 
 

1. The proposal pertains to forest land within the Western Ghats Eco-Sensitive Area 
(ESA) in Arav Village, Karwar Taluk. The forest is classified as Eco-class I 
(Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests) with a dense canopy cover of above 0.5 density. 

2. Site inspection revealed that the new quarry area commences directly from a pre-
existing, already depleted quarry site. This previous quarrying operation was 
conducted without requisite forest clearance under the Act, 1980. Although 
temporary permissions for stone extraction were granted by the state government 
authorities (DCF in 1984 for 45 days, and CF in 1994), these permissions did not 
constitute a valid Act clearance. The User Agency confirmed that the earlier 
operation was discontinued in 2010. 

 
3. Regarding the Compensatory afforestation,the Deputy Conservator of Forests 

(DCF) has reported that eight (8) trees are proposed for felling within the forest 

land designated for diversion. The User Agency (UA) is required to remit the 

Compensatory Afforestation (CA) charges in full compliance with prevailing 

regulations. The UA has submitted a formal undertaking confirming its 

commitment to pay the requisite charges. However, the  site inspection by the 

DIGF revealed that the area exhibits a richer-than-expected forest cover. 

Therefore, a complete re-enumeration of the trees proposed for felling is necessary 

to ensure an accurate assessment of the compensatory requirement. 

Recommendation:  

1. The proposed quarry site, located in Sy.No: 203/A1 of Arav Village, Karwar Taluk, is 
situated within the Western Ghats Eco-Sensitive Area (ESA). This region exhibits 
significant floral and faunal diversity, including the presence of Schedule I animal 
species and various endemic/endangered species. Being a high rainfall zone, the area is 

4-KRB1396/2025-BAN I/137770/2025



2 
 

highly susceptible to soil erosion and landslides. The operation of the proposed quarry 
would therefore likely to result in damage to the site in the slopes of Western Ghats and 
the habitat of the wild fauna 

 
2. The User Agency (UA) and the State Government have not provided adequate 

justification for initiating mining activities. Furthermore, the User Agency, which 
previously operated without requisite forest clearance under the Forest (Conservation) 
Act, 1980 (FC Act, 1980) and was subsequently closed, has failed to submit an 
approved mining plan or a Letter of Intent. 

 
In view of above observation, the proposal is not recommended in the present form. 

 
 
 

 (S. Senthil Kumar) 
DDGF (Central) 

Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Bengaluru 
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1. Screenshot of the kml of quarry site 
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