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F.No.4-KRA 1519/2025-BAN
            Dated As per the signature               

To
The Inspector General of Forests (FC),
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhavan,
Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road,
New Delhi – 110 003.

 
Subject:   Proposal for seeking prior approval of the Central Government under section
of 2 (1) (v) of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 for diversion of
48.20 hectare of forest land (37.45 ha for mining and allied activities in the mining lease
area and 10.75 ha for approach road outside the mining lease area of erstwhile lessee of
Sri. Sarangapani Mudaliar) in Section-4 of Janeeru Block and Thirtharampura Reserved
Forest in Sy No. 11 (Part) and 12 (Part) Gollarahalli Village for Mining and allied
activities and in Sy. No. 11, 12, 10 and 08 Gollarahalli Village, Sy No. 64 Hosahalli
Village, Sy. No. 49 and 48 Kodihalli Village, Sy No. 34 and 33 Tonalapura Village and Sy
No. 55 Lakmenahalli Village for Approach Road to the mining lease area in favour of M/s
Mineral Enterprises Private Limited, Bengaluru. (Online Proposal No.
FP/KA/MIN/154749/2022)-Reg.
 
Sir,

I am directed to refer to Ministry’s letter 8-05/2025-FC dated 04/09/2025 on the
above subject. In this regard, please find attached herewith the site inspection report
along with recommendation of the Deputy Director General of Forests (Central) for kind
information and necessary action. Further, it is also informed that a compliant was 
received in this office from  Shri. Giridhar Kulkarni regarding the above mentioned
proposal and the same has been forwarded to State Government for necessary action. A
copy of the same is also enclosed for information and necessary action please..
 

Yours faithfully,
 
 

                                                                             (Praneetha Paul)
Deputy Inspector General of Forests (Central)

Encl: As above.
 

F.No.4-KRA1519/2025-BAN I/137404/2025
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Recommendation of the DDGF 

Title of the proposal: Diversion of 48.20 hectare of forest land (37.45 ha for 
mining and allied activities in the mining lease area and 10.75 ha for approach 
road outside the mining lease area of erstwhile lessee of Sri. Sarangapani 
Mudaliar) in section-4 of Janeeru Block and Thirtharampura Reserved Forest 
in Sy. No.11(Part) and 12 (Part) Gollarahalli village for mining and allied 
activities and in Sy.No.11,12,10 and 08 Gollarahalli village, Sy.No.64 Hosahalli 
village, Sy. No. 49 and 48 Kodihalli village, Sy. No. 34 and 33 Tonalapura 
village and Sy. No.55 Lakmenahalli village for approach road to the mining 
lease area in favour of M/s Mineral Enterprises private Limited, Bengaluru. 
 

The site Inspection was carried out on 23/9/25 and 25/9/25 by DIGF and 

the inspecting officer has brought out the following points in the Site inspection 

report. 

General observations on the proposed site for diversion 

1. There is ambiguity regarding the legal status of the forest land proposed 

for diversion. The Karnataka Forest Department, in its letter to the 

Additional Chief Secretary (Forests) [No. KFD/HOFF/AS-1(MNG)/7/2022-

FC dated 14.05.2025], has referred to Sy. No. 8 of Gollarahalli Village 

as a Section 4 Notified Forest. However, the Corrigendum issued by 

the Government of Karnataka under Section 4 of the Karnataka Forest 

Act, 1963 (vide No. FEE 188 FAF 2014 dated 14.09.2014), does not 

include Sy. No. 8 of Gollarahalli Village within the Janneru Block Forest. 

(Copies of the letter to the ACS and the Corrigendum are attached as 

Annexures 1 and 2) 

2. The Environmental Clearance (EC) submitted by the project proponent, 

dated 18.03.2010, identifies the proposed lease area as “Revenue Land.” 

Therefore, this EC is not valid. (Copy of the EC dated 18.03.2010 is 

attached as Annexure 5.) 

1619845/2025/O/o DDG(SZ)

1

File No. F.No.4-KRA1519/2025-BAN (Computer No. 280089)

Generated from eOffice by MRITYUNJAYA PATIL, TO(MP)-FC, TO GR-II, Regional office SZ on 08/10/2025 01:49 pm



3. The Consent for Establishment issued by the Karnataka State Pollution 

Control Board (KSPCB) on 16.06.2010 is no longer valid, as it was 

issued for a period of only five years. (Copy of the consent letter 

submitted by the project proponent is attached as Annexure 6.) 

4. The proposed site consists of undulating terrain with hills and valleys, 

making it susceptible to erosion. A soil and moisture conservation plan, 

prepared in consultation with the Forest Department, has not been 

submitted. 

5. The proposed area falls within the default Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ) of 

the Bukkapatna Wildlife Sanctuary. As per the Guidelines for Declaration 
of Eco-Sensitive Zones around National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries, 
2011, commercial mining is a prohibited activity within the ESZ. Hence, 

mining operations cannot be permitted in this area. (Copy of the 

guidelines is attached as Annexure 7.) and, the recommendations of 

the Chief wild life warden and approval of the NBWL clearance have 

not been submitted 

6. As stated in Part IV of the proposal, the Principal Chief Conservator of 
Forests (PCCF) and Head of Forest Force (HoFF), Karnataka, have 
noted that there is no valid mining lease for the project. According to 
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) 
letter No. F.5-01/2017-FC dated 08.02.2017, any application submitted 
without a valid mining lease cannot be considered for forest clearance. 
(Copy of the letter attached as Annexure 8). 

7. Further, as recorded in Part IV of the proposal, the PCCF and HoFF 
have mentioned that the project is sub judice, as the final orders of the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court in SLP Diary No. 1663/2019 are still pending. 
Therefore, the proposal cannot be processed further until the Supreme 
Court delivers its final judgment. 

8. During the inspection, the inspecting officer was informed by officials of 
the Forest Department that alternative routes exist for the proposed 
road which do not require diversion of additional forest area. The User 
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Agency, in consultation with the Forest Department, should explore the 
possibility of utilizing the existing road within the forest area to minimize 
diversion and reduce the number of trees to be felled. 

During the site inspection of the non-forest lands proposed for 
Compensatory Afforestation (CA), the following details were recorded: 

9. A 

District: Chamarajanagara (BRT Tiger Reserve, Chamrajanagara 
Division) 
Village: Gowdahalli – Sy. Nos. 53 (1.87 ha), 59/1 (0.28 ha), 59/2 (0.14 
ha), 59/5 (0.15 ha and 0.05 ha), 59/6A (0.71 ha); 
Village: Agara – Sy. Nos. 957 (0.44 ha), 960 (0.94 ha), 961 (0.57 ha). 

According to the field forest officers, Sy. Nos. 957, 960, and 961 share 
boundaries with a deemed forest. Sy. No. 53 adjoins the BRT Extension 
Block and a Section-4 notified area, while Sy. Nos. 59/1, 59/2, 59/5, 
and 59/6A are enclosures located within the BRT Extension Block itself. 
Inspection revealed that all the non-forest lands proposed under CA are 
already covered with dense forest vegetation and high canopy density, 
making them unsuitable for plantation activities. (Photographs and KML 
file attached as Annexure 9.) 

10. B 

In another location, non-forest lands identified for CA in 
Chamarajanagara District (MM Hills Sanctuary, Kollegal Division) include 
Sy. Nos. 96/A3 (32.5 ha), 96/AP2 (2.39 ha), 436/2 (2.01 ha), 437/2B 
(2.02 ha), 439 (1.8 ha), 440 (1.96 ha), and 441/3 (0.42 ha) in Ponnachi 
Village. These areas were found to be enclosures within the MM Hills 
Sanctuary and are densely forested with very high canopy cover, 
rendering them unsuitable for further planting activities. (Photographs 
and KML file attached as Annexure 10.) 
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11. An additional 11.00 ha of degraded forest land identified in Kenglapura 
Village, Handanakere Hobli, Chikkanayakanahalli Taluk, Tumkur District, 
was inspected and found suitable for CA plantation activities. 
(Photographs attached as Annexure 11.) However, the KML file and CA 
scheme for this site have not yet been submitted. 

12. Rule 13 of the Van (Protection of Ecologically Sensitive Areas) (VSESA), 
2023, allows the Forest Department to undertake a programme for 
improving existing forest crop in cases where the non-forest land 
proposed for CA already has a canopy density of 0.4 or above. Since 
all the proposed CA lands possess good canopy density, the Forest 
Department may consider implementing CA under this provision. 

Ecological Implication 

13. The forest area under consideration lies within the Thirtharampura 
Reserve Forest and Section-4 areas of the Janneru Block in 
Chikkanayakanahalli Taluk, Tumkur District. Mining was carried out in 
this region for iron and manganese until 1999. Since then, the landscape 
has undergone natural ecological restoration, now supporting dry 
deciduous forests with canopy densities reaching up to 0.7 in certain 
patches. (Photographs and KML file attached as Annexure 12.) 

14. According to the Tumkur Forest Division working plan, major wildlife 
species recorded in this area include sloth bear, leopard, hyena, Indian 
wolf, jackal, wild boar, four-horned antelope, and jungle cat. During site 
inspection, indirect evidence of sloth bear, leopard, Indian porcupine, 
and hare was observed by the inspecting officer. (Photographs attached 
as Annexure 13.)  

15. Data from human–wildlife conflict compensation records in the 
Chikkanayakanahalli Range (2015–16 to 2025–26) show over 380 cases, 
including elephant-related incidents, with total compensation amounting 
to ₹43,01,720, confirming the presence of a healthy wildlife population. 
Any mining activity in these forests is likely to intensify human–wildlife 
conflicts. (Details attached as Annexure 14.) 

16. Chikkanayakanahalli Taluk is categorized as drought-prone within Tumkur 
District. The Thirtharampura Reserve Forest and Janneru Forest Block 
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serve as vital watersheds for the region. Destruction or degradation of 
these forests would worsen the area’s existing water scarcity. 

17. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), 
through letters No. 8-03/2017-FC and 8-04/2017-FC dated 13.01.2017, 
had directed the Regional Office, Bengaluru, to inspect mining leases of 
Sri M. Babanna and M/s Goa Minerals Pvt. Ltd., both adjacent to the 
present project site. The site inspection reports (letters F.No.F(C)MOEF 
CC&A/11.6/360/Misc/Kar/ML/2217 and F.No. F(C)A/11.6/359/Misc/Kar/ 
ML/2216, both dated 13.03.2017) did not recommend these proposals, 
suggesting that the area be preserved considering its ecological 
recovery. (Copies attached as Annexure 4.) 

18. In addition to the current proposal, 18 other mining leases within the 
Thirtharampura Reserve Forest and Janneru Forest Block (formerly ML 
No. 1234, 989.19 ha) are pending forest clearance. The cumulative 
impact of these proposals poses a severe threat to the ecological 
integrity of the region and the socio-economic well-being of nearby 
villages. (Map showing the 19 pending mining leases attached as 
Annexure 15.) 

Recommendation: The proposal is not recommended in the present form in 
view of the above observations. 

 

 

S.Senthilkumar 
DDGF Central 

Regional OƯice, Bengaluru 

1619845/2025/O/o DDG(SZ)

5

File No. F.No.4-KRA1519/2025-BAN (Computer No. 280089)

Generated from eOffice by MRITYUNJAYA PATIL, TO(MP)-FC, TO GR-II, Regional office SZ on 08/10/2025 01:49 pm

SENTHIL 
KUMAR 
S

Digitally signed 
by SENTHIL 
KUMAR S 
Date: 2025.10.06 
12:48:08 +05'30'
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भारत सरकार
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

पया	वरण , वन एवं जलवायु प�रवत	न मं�ालय
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST & CLIMATE

CHANGE

�े�ीय काया	लय REGIONAL OFFICE

Kendriya Sadan, IVth Floor,  E& F Wings, 17th
Main Road, IInd Block, Koramangala,

Bangalore – 560 034. Tel.No.080-25635908,
E.Mail: rosz.bng-mef@nic.in

 
           
 

 
 

By Email
F. No. F(C)A/11.6/GEN/KAR-PART-II

Dated the 3rd October, 2025
To
The Additional Chief Secretary to Government of Karnataka,
Forest, Ecology & Environment Department,
M.S.Building, Dr. Ambedkar Veedhi,
Bangalore – 560 001

 
Subject:  Submission of Objections – Sarangapani Iron & Manganese Ore
Mine Proposal (Tumkur District) from Shri Giridhar Kulkarni – reg.
 

Sir,
 

I am directed to forward a copy of complaint received from Shri Giridhar Kulkarni,
Wildlife Conservationist, C/o Sandeep Kulkarni, #1540, Suchishree, Hindwadi, Belagavi-
590011 with an Appeal to reject the proposal for diversion of 48.2 ha of forest land for
establishing Sarangapani Iron and Manganese Ore Mine Project in Tumkur District.  In
this regard, it is requested to kindly examine the issues raised in the complaint and take
appropriate action in the matter and provide a copy of the action taken report to this
office also.

 
Yours faithfully,

Encl: As above
(Praneetha Paul)

Dy. Inspector General of Forest (Central)

Copy to: 

1. The Inspector General of Forests (FC), Government of India, Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change, Indira Paryavaran Bhavan, Agni Wing, Aliganj, Jor Bagh
Road, New Delhi – 110 003.

2. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Forests Department, Govt. of Karnataka,
Aranya Bhavan, 18th Cross, Malleswaram, Bangalore – 560 003. 

3. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (FC) /Nodal Officer (FCA), Office of the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Forests Department, Govt. of Karnataka, Aranya
Bhavan, 18th Cross, Malleswaram, Bangalore – 560 003.

F.No.F(C)A/11.6/GEN/KAR-PART-II I/136425/2025



Submission of Objections – Sarangapani Iron & Manganese Ore Mine Proposal (Tumkur
District)

Giridhar Kulkarni < girirk19@gmail.com >
Sat, 13 Sep 2025 11:31:23 PM +0530

To "rosz.bng-mef"<rosz.bng-mef@nic.in>
Cc "Forest, Ecology and Environment Principal Secretary"

<prsfee@gmail.com>,"prs-fee"<prs-fee@karnataka.gov.in>,"PCCF Karnataka"
<pccfkar@gmail.com>,"Forest Conservation FC"<apccffc@gmail.com>,"am207"
<am207@ifs.nic.in>,"ccfhassan aksingh"<ccfhassan@gmail.com>,"DCF Tumkur
DCF Tumkur"<dcftumkur@gmail.com>

Respected Sir,

Please find attached my detailed objection letter regarding the proposal for diversion of
48.20 hectares of forest land for the Sarangapani Iron and Manganese Ore Mine
Project in Tumkur District, Karnataka.

Since the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (Forest Conservation
Division) has directed the Regional Office, Bengaluru, to carry out a site inspection of
the proposed diversion area and identified CA land, I am submitting my objections
directly to your office so that they may be duly considered during the inspection
process.

I kindly request that my objections be placed on record and taken into account while
preparing the inspection report and recommendations.

Attachment:

Objection Letter – Sarangapani Iron & Manganese Ore Mine Proposal (13.09.2025) –
PDF

Thanking you,

Sincerely,
Giridhar Kulkarni
Wildlife Conservationist
Belagavi, Karnataka

1 Attachment(s)

Letter_MoEFROSZ_Sarangap…
160.6 KB
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Giridhar Kulkarni 
Wildlife Conservationist 
c/o Sandeep Kulkarni 
#1540, Suchishree 
Hindwadi, Belagavi – 590011   
13th September 2025           
 
To 
The Deputy Director General of Forests (Central) 
Regional Office, MoEF&CC 
Kendriya Sadan, IV Floor, E&F Wing 
Koramangala, Bengaluru – 560034 
 
Sir, 
Subject: Request to reject proposal for diversion of 48.2 ha of forest land for Sarangapani Iron and Manganese 
Ore Mine Project, Tumkur District, Karnataka (FP/KA/MIN/154749/2022) 
Reference: 

1. My representations dated 18th December 2024 and 6th June 2025 to Additional Chief Secretary (FEE), 
Forest, Ecology and Environment Department, Government of Karnataka (Copy to your office and 
Regional Office, Bangalore). 

2. Recommendations of Additional Chief Secretary (FEE), Forest, Ecology and Environment Department, 
Government of Karnataka dated 6th August 2025. 

3. My representation dated 9th August 2025 to Secretary, MoEF&CC, New Delhi 
4. MoEF&CC (Forest Conservation Division) letter dated 4th September 2025 directing Regional Office, 

Bengaluru to inspect the forest land proposed for diversion/identified CA land (NFL and DFL). 
 
Background: 
Through my earlier representations (Ref. 1), I urged the Government of Karnataka to reject the proposal for 
diversion of 48.2 hectares of forest land in Gollarahalli, Lakmenahalli, Hosahalli, Kodihalli and Thonalapura 
villages, Chikkanayakanahalli Taluk, Tumkur District, for the establishment of the Sarangapani Iron and 
Manganese Ore Mine Project. My objections were based on the ecological sensitivity of the area and the 
potential social, environmental and livelihood impacts. 
 
Despite this, the proposal was recommended by the Government of Karnataka (Ref. 2) and forwarded to the 
Ministry for Stage-I clearance under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. 
 
After the State Government’s recommendation was forwarded to MoEF&CC, I submitted one more objection in 
the form of a supplementary representation dated 9th August 2025 (Ref. 3) to the Secretary, MoEF&CC, New 
Delhi, reiterating the risks and urging the Ministry to reject the proposal. 
 
Since the Ministry has now directed the Regional Office, Bengaluru, to carry out a site inspection of the proposed 
diversion area and identified CA land (Ref. 4), I am formally submitting my objections to the Regional Office so 
that they may be duly considered during the inspection process. 
 
Past Similar Proposals Recommended for Rejection by MoEF&CC 
It is important to note that two earlier mining proposals (FP/KA/MIN/22839/2016 and 
FP/KA/MIN/22447/2016)—located adjacent to the present proposed site—were recommended by the 
Karnataka Forest Department and Government of Karnataka but subsequently examined and recommended for 
rejection by the Ministry’s Regional Office, Bengaluru, after site inspections by the then Deputy Conservator of 
Forests (Central), Smt. R. Padmawathe. 
The site inspection reports clearly highlighted: 
 

• Presence of significant wildlife, including leopard, sloth bear, chital, black-naped hare, barking deer, 
peafowl, porcupine, jackal, civets, and migratory elephant populations. 

 

• The area being part of Thirtharampura Reserve Forest, with regenerating native vegetation (Anogeissus, 
Manilkara, Buchanania, etc.). 



 

• The region functioning as the sole watershed for a drought-prone belt in Tumkur district, with mining 
likely to worsen human–wildlife conflict and water scarcity. 

 

• Past violations of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, in the form of lease splits and mining without 
proper approvals. 

 

• Recommendation for no diversion and emphasis on ecological restoration rather than further 
extraction. 

 
Concerns with the Current Proposal 
Given that the present mining proposal falls in the same ecological landscape and shares similar environmental 
attributes with the earlier rejected proposals, the decision of the Karnataka Forest Department and Government 
of Karnataka to recommend this project is: 
 

• Ecologically unsound – likely to destroy wildlife habitats and disrupt a critical elephant migratory route. 
 

• Hydrologically risky – likely to damage the only watershed for several drought-hit villages, affecting both 
wildlife and local livelihoods. 

 

• Socially detrimental – likely to increase the frequency and severity of human–wildlife conflict in an 
already sensitive zone. 

 
Appeal 
 
In light of: 
 

1. The clear ecological, hydrological, and social concerns; 
 

2. The previous MoEF&CC Regional Office recommendations against similar proposals in adjacent areas; 
and 
 

3. The principles of sustainable development and forest conservation under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 
1980; 

 
I earnestly request the Regional Office to recommend rejection of the proposal for diversion of 48.20 hectares 
of forest land for the Sarangapani Iron and Manganese Ore Mine Project in Tumkur District, in the larger public, 
ecological, wildlife, and forest conservation interest, in line with the objectives of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 
1980. 
 
I also request that my objections be placed on official record and that I be provided with a copy of the action 
taken in this matter. 

Thanking you, 
        Sincerely, 

 
Giridhar Kulkarni 

Copy to: 
1. The Additional Chief Secretary (Forests), Forest, Ecology & Environment Department, Government of 

Karnataka, Bengaluru 
2. PCCF (HoFF), Government of Karnataka, Bengaluru. 
3. PCCF cum Nodal Officer (VSESA), 1980, Forest Department, Government of Karnataka, Bengaluru 
4. Assistant Inspector General of Forests, Forest Conservation Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi 
5. Conservator of Forests, Hassan Circle: Hassan  
6. Deputy Conservator of Forests, Tumkur Division: Tumkur 
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