AGENDA ITEM NO. 10
F. No. 8-36/2010-FC

Diversion of 778.23 ha of forest land for coal mining project in favour of M/s Rohne
Coal Company Private Limited in Hazaribagh West Forest Division of Hazaribagh
district of Jharkhand.

The proposal for diversion of 778.23 ha of forest land for coal mining project in
favour of M/s Rohne Coal Company Private Limited in Hazaribagh West Forest Division of
Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand was discussed in the meeting of Forest Advisory Committee
(FAC) held on 15™ May 2012 where in the FAC had discussed various aspects of the
proposal with Shri A.K. Sarkar, Additional Chief Secretary, Forest, Environment & Mines,
Govt. of Jharkhand, Shri A.K. Singh, PCCF Jharkhand and Shri A.K. Malhotra, PCCF
(Wildlife) Jharkhand and Dr. R.K. Singh, WWEF India. The committee has desired following
information for the State Gowt.:

i. The State Government may submit its comments on the report to the Sub-
Committee of FAC that had inspected Rohne Coal block during March 3-4, 2012.
A copy of the report was made available with officers of the State Government
present in the meeting. However, a copy is enclosed for ready reference.

ii. A report on settlement of rights under Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 and that the certificate
required as per the guidelines dated 3.08.2009 issued by the Ministry may be
furnished to the Ministry.

iii. State Government should submit a plan of phased mining and effective
monitoring mechanisms for mining. The State should also explore possibility of
underground mining.

The State Government has now furnished its comments on the report of Sub-Committee of
FAC and the same may kindly be seen at Annexure-1.
The proposal was discussed in the Meeting of the FAC on 17" & 18" September, 2012,
wherein the Committee desired that the proposal be placed before it again when Integrated
Wildlife Management and Biodiversity Conservation and Management Plan for the area is
submitted by the State Govt.
Hon’ble MEF in her note on page 23-24/n has directed that the case be placed before the
FAC for the consideration without waiting for the wildlife plan as this can be done
simultaneously and the user agency can give undertaking to abide by the conditions.
Accordingly, the proposal is placed before the FAC.

Fact sheet of the proposal is also enclosed.
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observed that from the
point of view of
preserving the wildlife
corridor, the forest area
falling on the western
side of the brown line
drawn in lease polygon
(Annexure — 4) should
not be considered for
diversion for the time
being. The diversion of

as Annexure-I.

Sl Items Comments of Nodal Officer
No. (PCCF — Cum - ED)
(i) | The State Govt. may submit its comments on | 3% ¥se # yfcde frefad wafla &1 Sl 2 |
the report to the subcommittee of FAC that
had inspected Rohne Coal block during March
3 — 4, 2012. A copy of the report was made
available with Officers of the State Govt.
present in the meeting.
Para Observation of Sub- Reply of User Agency Comments of Nodal Officer
No. committee of FAC, (RCCL) on recommended (PCCF - Cum - ED)
MOEF, Govt. of India. by Sub-committee
(March 2012) submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.
3.0 | Recommendations
3.1 | Conservation of Bio | Acceptable. FAC & Su afaf gr1 &) 7€ argerar
diversity: ¥ HeAd Bd g SU-dffd & ufaed
The sub-committee Please refer the attached map (AT d \{-|'¢,14.-|) ﬁ Lease polygon

(Annexure — 4) # T=1i 1€ Brown
line @ o=+ 91T &1 a9 9 & T
ool PRISR & wU H GRET W@ @
sfedor |4 Sy AfRfa & ufaded
A d el | Bl Ygd g a9
WReTd, oig fAfderdr wRefor vd g7m 9=
grofl gfdurers, sR@vs A=A & Wl
ST T g | aifds ArfeeiyRT e e

8] WIR @ S <@ Integrated
Wildlife Management and
Biodiversity  Conservation &

Management Plan # su afafa @t




Para Observation of Sub- Reply of User Agency Comments of Nodal Officer
No. committee of FAC, (RCCL) on recommended (PCCF - Cum - ED)
MOEF, Govt. of India. by Sub-committee
(March 2012) submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.
the remaining area could IRl Bl |HIfae @_ad gd Plan
be considered subject TR & ST W | YA STHBROT IRT
fulfillment ~ of  the U wAfAfd @ srgerr A - 3.
following conditions and WeR AT gA I oA
mitigative measures that afddet & sgae—| # Su A
need to be undertaken for gr1 warfaa Wildlife Corridor grr
the long term Brown line & uf=s i w1 # dsA
conservation of wildlife aell 211.23 Fo URAMAT A 9 Bl
in the area. Some of these bl BIEHR YA wwﬁﬁﬁsﬁmo 20
conditions pertain to the o g S Al @
R AT AT | TH R ¥ A
general landscape of the AT BT GEAd 4 o e B |
area and to proposal for
diversion likely to come
up for consideration in
future;
3.1(1) | The Ministry should | Acceptable. U WM @Y Srgerar wer 3.4(1) gw
impose standard G & B YA, &5 BTN, T

conditions in respect of
reclamation of mined
area, fencing, protection
of streams from pollution
point of view, checking
soil erosion, stabilization
of slopes, construction of
check dams etc., top soil

management, creation
and  maintenance  of
compensatory
afforestation
implementation of
wildlife conservation

plan, realization of Net
Present Value (NPV) of
the diverted forest land as

applicable to  mining
projects, Selection of
species for plantation

should be made on the
basis of scientific survey
of local flora and
plantation of non-
endemic species should
be avoided.

Undertaking is enclosed as
Annexure — I1I.
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TSIl &1 g Wigd BRI Ao
sierar working scheme & e/ dR
fopar S |




Para Observation of Sub- Reply of User Agency Comments of Nodal Officer
No. committee of FAC, (RCCL) on recommended (PCCF - Cum - ED)
MOEF, Govt. of India. by Sub-committee
(March 2012) submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.

3.1(2) | The exact boundary of | In this regard, Government | o fawrfa siftrgeen wear — aw=r gl
wildlife corridor in the | Of Jharkhand, Department of | — o9 /2010-3206 /WI, fastis 27.08.
landscape between | Forests & Environment, has | 2011 (argeries — 111) grr el apoiger
Palamu Tiger Reserve | already constituted an expert | e & fory wfeq favws wfafy @
and Hazaribagh WLS | committee vide Notification | F.A.C. @ Su—wfafey o1 srgerar s
should be delineated by No. Wildlife — 09/2010 - 3..1 (2) ?5 SHTJWFI %Tj g‘éﬂ:f ﬂ@ CE|
using recent satellite | 3296/WL, Ranchi  dated | wRer, St fafuar e v g@r 9
imagery and managed 27.08.2011 (COpy enCIOSGd QTUﬁ HidUTeld, SIRWYs Tﬁﬁ aﬁ W
through & wildiife |85 Annexure — 1) for | Rt <t <roct A I
management plan' The Integrated M|t|gat|0n Plan zﬁw o EF\‘:[ N
Wildlife  Management | for North Karanpura area. So sl @ 4 Wildlife corridor
Plan prepared by the User | N0 Separate  report  on fafa &g @ CMPDI, Ranchi
Agency accordingly | Wildlife Management Plan is | 11 JSAC gr farar o W &
needs revision. needed. oy Integrated Wildlife

Management and Biodiversity
We wish to submit that, vide | Conservation & Management Plan
letter dated 16.10.09 | of North Karanpura # s#ifase fean
CWLW, Jhrakhand has | Sl sa Conservation Plan w
recommended the project for | 3™ _?”?’ﬁ CE I B
grant of EC subject to the | Proportionately — fafr=r e
proponent participation in a | STRET &1 fbam SR |
Regional WL Conservation | 981 & ad WWQTU?H fafaere
HRETT T ERl gfrdTeTe,
ngéxure ECREJ)y enclosed as IRGTS ﬁ—zﬁﬂgm 710 fa=i® 16.10.
2000 @gere —IV) g1 WD
_ JAABROT DI IR Wi UG B
We have already given an |8 greerer werd & € | e
Undertaklng to Chief Wildlife 3TN ERT Jadgdl il T|—g RSl
Warden (CWLW), Jharkhand | srerees — V & w7 % wam & |
vide  our letter No.
RCCPL/2009/63 dated
26.10.2009 (copy enclosed as
Annexure - V) that we will
bear the proportionate cost of
the comprehensive wildlife
conservation plan  being
prepared for implementation
in the North Karanpura area,
Hazaribagh District,
Jharkhand.
3.1(3) | Till the delineation of | To be complied by the State | Stade uwarad Wildlife Corridor @1

corridor is completed, no
mining should be allowed
in at least eight coal
blocks, viz. Babupara

Forest Department.

delineation =& & T & ddad
eV (3f2) AR 8 (3M6) Bl — =D
St Sad Corridor & &3 # Ul g,
W G PR B JgAfa T8l A S
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Observation of Sub-
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MOEF, Govt. of India.
(March 2012)

Reply of User Agency
(RCCL) on recommended
by Sub-committee
submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.

Comments of Nodal Officer
(PCCF - Cum - ED)

Block (part), Rautpara A,
Rautpara B, Rautpara,
Rohne (part) etc. which
falls within the said
corridor.

P I UX FEHT of Sff el © |

3.1(4)

Progressive mining and
successive restoration
plan  must be geo-
referenced and developed
in GIS domain. The
restored area should be
immediately returned to
the forest department.

All coal mines shall adopt
Mine Closure Plan (MCP)
comprising progressive
closure plan, successive
restoration plan & final
closure plan duly approved
by the competent authority as
per circular No. 55011-01-
2009-CPAM, Govt. of India,
Ministry of Coal, dated 27"
August, 2009.

The Mine Closure Plan
(MCP) for Rohne Project has
been prepared by RQP based
on the circular/guidelines
dated 27.08.2009 of Govt. of
India, Ministry of Coal.

MCP for Rohne Project has
been approved by Ministry
of Coal, govt. of India vide
letter N0.34011/11/2011-
CPAM dated 16.11.2011.
(Copy enclosed as
Annexure- VI). However,
this  condition  will  be
complied with as per the
guidelines of Ministry of
Coal issued time to time.

Undertaking is enclosed as
Annexure — VII.

FAC &1 Su wfafd grRr argeiar a1
— 4 <1 Progressive mining derm
Successive restoration plan @1 GIS
Domain # Geo reference ax
T AT §RT FAfiT &1 =g
derm restored area & @ fMET @I
qUE HRA DI UG W FEA & ST
Ah & |

Iu A @1 s W= — 31 (4)
T U B JATEEdT ATeD —

VI &= & g 2

3.1(5)

Explosives should not be
stored near the forest area
of corridor.

Undertaking is enclosed as
Annexure — VIII.

Iu A @ s W@ — 3.1 (5)
T U B JATEEdT ATeD —

VI = § 7 8 od o |gdfa @ o
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3.1(6)

During night time, the

Undertaking is enclosed as

IU AT @1 ST E=ar — 3.1 (6)
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MOEF, Govt. of India.
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(RCCL) on recommended

by Sub-committee
submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.

Comments of Nodal Officer
(PCCF - Cum - ED)

use of heavy earth
movers, machinery and
drilling operation should
be avoided to minimize
ground vibration. To
minimize glare to open
sky in night, proper
lighting system should be
used.

Annexure — I X.

$ U TG daTaEdl gD —
IX k<1 7€ 8 wd & geAfq & o
GEDIEIN

3.1(7)

While removing the
overburden, the top soil
should be removed and
stored in such a way that
it  should preserve
germplasm  of local
species and while
reclamation the same
should be used.

Reclamation
afforestation will be done in
accordance with approved
mine plan.

We will abide by the
condition.

and

Undertaking is enclosed as
Annexure — X.

Ju Ay @1 T W@ — 34 (7)
P U 2g aaagdl gerds — X
R A g B, WA A FEA & ST Al
g |

3.1(8)

As per the mining plan,

the user agency s
supposed to start mining
from the easternmost

portion of the lease
boundary and reclaim the
same first. The
reclamation of mined
land should be planned in
such a way that the
reclaimed area could be
developed as an alternate
wildlife corridor.

Reclamation
afforestation will be done in
accordance with approved
mine plan.

and

For the safe passage of wild
animals following steps will
be taken:

a) The quarry will be fenced

all along the boundary as
stipulated in the DGMS
regulations and local
forest guidelines.

b) Reclamation of the mined

out area will be developed
as an alternate wildlife
corridor in such way that
gentle surface slope will
be maintained & tree
plantation will be done as
per guidelines. This will
serve as pathway for
movement of wild

9 Ul & IUled & deg H
T AR §RT faega an <
TS ® 9 @99 & gwErd Mined out
Area @1 Alternative  Wildlife
Corridor &9 8  d&g9R
Reclamation &=+ @ 3 @R A=Al
QST AH B | TG MfABROT Bl
Mined out Area & Reclamation &
®m1 7 41 &1 Slope &1 gentle @
UG JERMUU HRT Bl A Q! ST Fabel!
g arfe g uoh grr Alternative
Wildlife Corridor & wu # SU3RT
forar <A@ |




Para Observation of Sub- Reply of User Agency Comments of Nodal Officer

No. committee of FAC, (RCCL) on recommended (PCCF - Cum - ED)
MOEF, Govt. of India. by Sub-committee

(March 2012) submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.
animals.
3.2 | Resettlement &
Rehabilitation:

3.2(1) | A Social Impact | M/s  Asian Institute  for | yairar siftewer g1 s orgerl @
Assessment should be Sustainable Development, TUTeld ¥ q:ﬂ%ﬁf fooar T 2 5w
undertaken by a reputed | Ranchi (a reputed | Asian Institute for Sustainable
independent agency, e.g. | independent agency run by | Development, Ranchi ®I g R
Xavier Institute of Social | Prof. ~ Hemendra  Sinha, | difr w1 & < XISS = &
Sciences (XISS), Ranchi, | HOD-Research & Planning, | Collaboration & =& @ wuifd
to evaluate the full extent | XISS, Ranchi & engaged for | @ |
of villagers’ forest and | SIA/SEC work for Rohne
land dependence and to | Project in collaboration with
p|an for an equiva|ent or Xavier Institute of Social
superior livelihood | Sciences, Ranchi) has been
package for individual | appointed by us vide our
family members. work  order ref. No.

RCCPL/R&R/SIA/02 dated
29.03.2012 for conducting
Socio-economic Survey
(SEC) and Social Impact
Assessment (SIA).

Detailed survey report covers
number of land dependence
and the plan for an
equivalent  or  superior
livelihood  package  for
individual family members.

3.2(2) | In addition to providing a | The ~ Expert  Appraisal | yerear sifiewor & grr weafa faan
job  to one family | Committee (EAC) (P&T |mar & 5 & 1 e R& R &
member, the user agency | Projects),MoEF, Gol has | widfa wrd S wierd & aft o= &
should provide an | recommended the project for | sr w9 waT wWeem W GVK,
inﬂation_adjusted annuity Environmental Clearance | CCL anfe w L B | foerfuar %ﬂ
Starting at Rs. 15,000 to vide letter dated 15.02.2010 D I gl e’ R & R 9190 wR
each remaining male and | (Copy enclosed as Annexure | wg#f < ST d6c & |

female member above 18
years of age for the
period of the project.

- XI).

We are agreed to any other
better R&R  conditions
imposed provided it is being
followed by other adjoining
mining project proponents
namely GVK, CCL etc.

A comparative statement of




Para
No.
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MOEF, Govt. of India.
(March 2012)

Reply of User Agency
(RCCL) on recommended
by Sub-committee
submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.

Comments of Nodal Officer
(PCCF - Cum - ED)

RCCPL’s R&R package with
National R&R Policy 2007,
Govt. of Jharkhand R&R
Policy 2008 and CCL’s R&R
Policy is enclosed as
Annexure — XII for ready
reference.

3.2(3)

Instead of being optional
CSR activities, higher
education and vocational
training on an adequate
scale should be included
in the R&R package.

On the directives of the
Expert Appraisal Committee
(T&C Projects) for
Environmental Clearance of
the project, we have already
been committed that Capital
expenditure of Rs. 22.50 Crs.
and Revenue expenditure of
Rs. 4.0 Crs or Rs. 5.0/ tonne
of coal extracted (whichever
is higher) would be made for
CSR activities. However, as
desired by the EAC, we have
given an undertaking to
make provision for an
additional amount of Rs.
30.0 lakhs towards
establishment of two schools
which includes higher
education and vocational
training.

39 oG O AgHfa < S el 2 |

3.2(4)

Effective monitoring of
R&R implementation is
likely to be a challenge.
An independent agency
should be appointed for a
period of at least three
years. The agency should
report directly to the
District Collector twice a
year. The agency should
aim to promote greater
awareness among the
affected population so
that they can monitor
R&R implementation

Acceptable.
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committee of FAC,
MOEF, Govt. of India.
(March 2012)

Reply of User Agency
(RCCL) on recommended
by Sub-committee
submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.

Comments of Nodal Officer
(PCCF - Cum - ED)

themselves.

3.2(5)

In order to offset the loss
of fuel for displaced
villagers, the user agency
should provide free coal
or, preferably, cooking
gas.

Undertaking is enclosed as
Annexure — XI11.

IU AT B gE G 32 (5) B
JUTAT B oGl SAD  —
X =& 7 8 9 od R wgafa
ST FEdl B

3.2(6)

In  order to
further forest
deterioration, the user
agency should provide
free cooking fuel to
migrant workers’ families
(estimated to be more
than a thousand).

prevent

Undertaking is enclosed as
Annexure — XIV.

Iu AT B gE G 32 (6) B
3UTe Y daagd ager e — X1V
WS BT WA IR FSAN Al S
REDIEE

3.2(7)

Stage - Il clearance
should be conditional
upon the adoption of a
revised R&R plan with
enhanced compensation
and effective monitoring
along the lines suggested
above.

The Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC) (P&T
Projects),MoEF, Gol has
recommended the project for
Environmental Clearance
vide letter dated 15.02.2010
(Copy enclosed as Annexure
- X1).

On the directives of EAC,
revised conceptual R&R plan
has already been submitted
to EAC (T&C Projects)
MoEF vide our letter No.
RCCPL/2010/10 dated
02.03.2010, which is
accepted by EAC (T & C
Projects), MoEF,  Gol.
However, if revised in future,
same will be complied.

Wﬂ?ﬂcmﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ%\ﬁ?aﬁ
UG QATaRYT HATOd, YR ORPR gRI
afdd EAC @& Prurger R&R
AT GRIET B g9 |Aud & T
g RO 99 wd ygiaRer wAerm, S
fReel gx WRa EAC  (T&C
projects) @ gRI WeR fbar © |
UTeRT STHRYT H aeddgar faar g b
#foxr §# R & R Plan & &1 uRad=
BN @5 S WdR 8N |
%sﬂmﬁ$wawﬁﬁww
|

4.0

General issues emerging
from the site visit

4.0(1)

Since the FAC receives a
large number of forest
clearance proposals for
mining projects,
decision-making can be

We wish to inform that we
have not taken any Forest
land for similar project in the
state.

3
Ei
=
al
3]
5
3]
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by Sub-committee
submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.

Comments of Nodal Officer
(PCCF - Cum - ED)

further rationalized with
a view to conservation
and  optimization  of
existing grants by user
agencies. In the case of
each user agency, when
considering fresh
clearance, it would be
helpful to evaluate the
total extent of forest land
already allotted, and the
amount utilized thus far.
Mr. A.K. Singh, PCCF,
Government of
Jharkhand, has compiled
data on the Saranda
Forest Division showing
a considerable difference
between the forest land
already allotted to
different user agencies
and the extent to which
areas have been broken
up for mining. If a user
agency is already in
possession of extensive
forest areas which have
not been adequately
utilized, there is no good
reason to grant further
diversion. A Division
wise list for the entire
state of Jharkhand, as
well as for other stated,
would greatly help the
FAC in its decision-
making. (However, a
decision on the Rohne
case need not be held up
in the absence of such a
list since the user agency
does not have extensive
forest allotment for coal
in the state.)

TG T WEH — 8 — PRDN
e, doR g o™ a8, IREvs
A g™ g fde fRar o <@ ® %
UHSAAR  UAIGdT STWERUT B &1 TS
IR a1 A R STANT H o8 TS
| 99 A TRl IR #1 SR dIfe
AT v A T R SUART T
B Tl YAl AR B ffaRad
99 I AN & U TR FRIET
@1 S | |
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committee of FAC, (RCCL) on recommended (PCCF - Cum - ED)
MOEF, Govt. of India. by Sub-committee
(March 2012) submitted vide letter
No. 27 dt. 28.06.12.

4.0(2)

The MoEF  should
urgently undertake an
evaluation of  mine
reclamation. Despite
standard &  specific
conditions being
imposed, reports suggest
that mandated measures
such as conservation of
topsoil and planting of
local indigenous species
are routinely ignored. In
order to reduce the
considerable destruction
of forests & permanent
loss of biodiversity that
mining currently entails,
the  Ministry  should
institute steps such as
making further mining
permission  conditional
upon the demonstration
of successful reclamation
on previously allotted
sites.

99 H Wiepad uareE & Renewal
anfe & AMel § TATaT IART gRT
fea 1 Reclamation, Top Soil
Management i goiifa @ dieif
BT YT IS BT H AHedl BT AR

N B YR W ST ARBR Bl
TEAfd & S Gl B |

Sl.
No.

Items

Comments of Nodal Officer
(PCCF - Cum - ED)

(i)

A report on settlement of rights under
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006 and that the certificate
required as per the guidelines dated
03.08.2009 issued by the Ministry may be
furnished to the Ministry.

JAMSHR AT — AT STald Ud T URFARSD
garfl sfafe (@9 ifreR) Srfdf e 2006 @ erfie
UATT U3 Gl - afer fafm 2006 @ SEAA
SURJA, BGNENT & Ui 1062 Ud 1063 =i 11.06.
2012 gRT ffd ywror o @ U@ ufq e @ ol ® |

(iil)

State Govt. should submit of plan of
phased mining and effective monitoring
mechanisms for mining. The State should
also explore possibility of underground
mining.

TWOEG AT D HEHl H a9 FABHR AT DI U
AR & §RT ST & IHT  UUH TR H 567.00 20 (7
g0 a9 4f Conveyer corridor gq) W Hgdad &1 o
FEHd | gd URAIOT &F @ AT 21123 B0 P AGy H
g a9 el yees Ao 999 & 918 fdar fdhar
HAHAT T |

SRl b @ BRI & FIET IISEOT YUTel BT U™ ©
3 Wpa W AT H YTl FSIE0T YOTell Pl el
@ SN fhar oI uRaTfad fbar o wehdr € | qfATa




WA BRI B FHIEAT D FeY H UAGAT SATDROT gRT
gfaa feam w3 & S gRT wAfla AsT @
faewg Tt CMPDI, Ranchi @ gRT d@-iial seaa+
#x Geological report @ amR w Ministry of Coal
® ERT WPHd 2 | SHD! ol G AMBROT 7 AU
yats RCCPL/2012/24 feAtew 120612 g1 feam 2
Rrga va gfy Her'd @ ol 8 |

IR 2 b IWIad Haey BT o

UyoT R faar fhar S Faar g |

qITaROT U4 a9 HATCR, YR ARGR Pl MR HRATS TG

[ERCIREINE]
B0,/ —
U Y I WReTh—Ae— PRIBN a9,
o ff e 91,
RS, N |

FACT SHEET

1% "H# BRAel %

Diversion of 778.23 ha of forest land for coal mining
project in favour of M/s Rohne Coal Company Private
Limited in Hazaribagh West & Ramgarh Forest
Divisions of Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand.

Location
1) State Jharkhand
ii) District Hazaribagh & Ramgarh

Particulars of Forests

a) Name of Forest Division

Hazaribagh West & Ramgarh Forest Divisions

b) Forest area involved

778.23 ha

c) Legal Status/Sy. No

Hazaribagh West -

Notified & Demarcated Forest land - 982.26 ha
Notified & Un-demarcated FL - 187.23 ha
GMK under jungle jhari FL - 19.61 ha
Ramgarh FD -

PF Rikba, Lukuiya & Mishraiyan morha

d) Map

Topography of the area

Enclosed (p-209/c)

(vii) Vegetation

Mahua, Kadam, Bair, Karanj, Neem, Beeju Aam,
Chakundi, Shisham, Gamhar, Khair, Awanla, Bans,
Baken, Arjun, Acacia, etc., at p-63/c.

(viii) No. of trees which will be |14,703 trees (183/c)
affected
(ix) Density Hazaribagh FD - 0.5

Ramgarh FD - 0.3

Whether area is significant from
wildlife point of view

It does not form part of any National Park, Sanctuary or
Biosphere reserve, Tiger reserve, Elephant corridor, etc.

Details of Mining

i. Total project area

1192.79 ha

ii. Notified forest land

187.43 ha (p-18/c)

iii. Area of jungle / jhar

21.90 ha(p-3/c)

iv. Tenancy land / non-forest

983.46 ha (p-18/c)

v. Period of mining lease proposed

Twenty eight (28) years




vi. Total reserve 423.170 MT
vii. Reserve in forest area -

viii. Reserve in non-forest area

iX. Annual estimated production | 8 MTPA

X. Nature of mining operation Open cast

xi. Phased reclamation plan

xii. Gradient of the mining area

Direct 873 persons

xiii. No of labourers to be
employed 2000 people indirectly (p-43/c)
8. | Compensatory Afforestation CA has been proposed over in two forest divisions with
total financial outlay of Rs.6,65,79,750/- with 7 years
maintenance at p-59 -61/c.
9. | Catchment Area Treatment at p-96/c
10. | Rehabilitation of Oustees
c) No of families involved 109
d) Category of families SC-2/ST-107
e) Details of rehabilitation plan | Enclosed p-144-146/c
11. | Reclamation of mined areas The Reclamation Plan is submitted at p-147- 150/c.
12. | Cost Benefit Ratio 1:34.38 at p-249/c.
13. | Recommendation All have recommended the proposal.
i. DFO p-56 & 233/c
ii. PCCF p-69 & 237/c.
iii.State Government p-70 & 238/c.
14. | District Profile

(i) Total Geographical area of
District

Hazaribagh West FD - 5998 sq km
Ramgarh FD - 1360.08 sq km

(ii) Total forest area of District /
Divisional forest area

Hazaribagh West - 125345.76 ha
Ramgarh FD - 416.12 sq km

(iii) Total area diverted since 1980

Hazaribagh West - 624.70 ha in 6 no of cases
Ramgarh FD - 1977.373 ha in 25 no of cases.

(iv) Total CA stipulated

Hazaribagh West - Nil
Ramgarh FD - Forest land - 4859.266 ha
Non-forest land - 250.586 ha

(iv) Total CA done since 1980
(as on 25.05.2009)

Hazaribagh West - Nil
Ramgarh FD - Nil

Other Remarks:

The Rohne coal company Private Limited in he joint venture of M/s JSW steel
Limited, M/s Bhusan Power and steel Limited and M/s Jai Balaji Industries limited.
The Ministry of Coal vide its letter dated 05.06.2008 has allocated Rohne coal block
for captive mining of coal by a joint venture company to M/s. JSW Steels Ltd, M/s
Bhusan Power & Steel Ltd and M/s Jai Balaji Industries Limited at p-111/c.

Rohne coal block covers an area of 12.45 sqkm and is located in eastern part of North

Karanpura coalfield at p-39/c.

The nearest town is Hazaribagh, located at a distance of about 35 km from the block.
The nearest Rail head is at Patratu (19 km) and Bhadaninagar (20 km) on the Gomo-
Barkakana-Dehri-on-sone loop line of eastern railway. Ranchi is about 80 km from

Rohne coal block at p-39/c.




5. The total area allocated for mining lease is 1245.00 ha and the major area falls under
forest.

6.  The rare/endangered/specific species of flora and fauna are found in the area like
Hathi, Lakarbagha, Ajgar, Bajrakit, Van Battakh, Goh, Bahurangi, & Chital, etc. at p-
57/c.

7.  The forest area of 1192.79 ha is required for mining activity and will be broken up for
excavation, dumping, safety barrier, road and Infrastructure, conveyor etc at p-74/c.

8.  The mining plan has been accorded approval by Ministry of Coal vide letter dated
04.03.2009 at p-185/c.

9.  The user agency has given an undertaking to bear the cost of CA at p-89/c.

10. The user agency has also submitted an undertaking to pay NPV at p-92/c.

11. No violation of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 has been reported at p-91/c.

12. The user agency has submitted that there is no National park, Wildlife Sanctuary,
Biosphere, Elephant corridor, etc.

13. There is no archaeological | / heritage site / defence establishment or any other
important monument located in the area at p-95/c.

14. The user agency has submitted the copy of the environment clearance accorded by
MOoEF on 25.08.2018 at p-115-119/c.

15. The DFO has certified that the G.M area is suitable for Compensatory Afforestation
work as well as from management point of view at p-65/c.

16. The User agency has also submitted a copy of the no objection certificates from the
Gram Sabha at p-170 to 177/c.

17. The State Pollution Control Board, Jharkhand has given its consent to establish the
mine for production of coal at p-178/c.

18. The cost of the project is Rs.577.00 crores at p-41/c.

19. The User agency has also submitted a copy of the public hearing held on 21.09.2009
at p-357/c.

20. The State Government has recommended the proposal with the following conditions:

a. The user agency shall obtain the mining lease before the start any mining activity.
b. The user agency shall obtain Environment Clearance.

SITE INSPECTION REPORT

12. The site inspection has been done by the Regional Office, Bhubaneshwar.

13. Legal status of the forest land proposed for diversion:

Sl Name of Notified and | Notified and Un-| Jungle- Total
No. Division Demarcated |demarcated forest| jhari land |Forest area
forest land (in ha)] land (in ha) (in ha) (in ha)
1. Hazaribagh 982.26 187.43 19.01 1189.30
West
2. Ramgarh 1.20 - 2.29 3.49
Total 983.46 187.43 21.90 1192.79

Total forest area includes the 11.65 ha of Safety Zone in forest (this area should not
be considered for forest diversion) and 402.91 ha for exploration drilling (PCCF,




14.

15.

16.

17.

Jharkhand has asked for separate proposal for exploration drilling for forest
permission).

Total forest area recommended for diversion is as below;
1192.79 — 11.56 — 402.91 = 778.23 ha

The area is not important from the point of view of wildlife conservation in
Hazaribagh West Division animals like Elephant, Hyena, Python, Pangolin, Wild
duck, Monitor lizard, Chameleon chital are found.

The important species in Hazaribagh (W) Division: Mango, Asan, Awanla,
Bhelwa, Bel, Doka, Khair, Karam, Kendu, Kusum, Mahua, Neem, Piyar, Papal, Paras,
Sidha, etc. & Ramgarh Division: Bargad, Bhelwa, Kendu, Khair, Mahua, Palash,
Ratangaura, Rohini, Sal, Sidha, etc.

About 1,02,169 number of trees to be felled

Hazaribagh (W) Division :  1.02 lakh number of trees
Ramgarh Division . 169 number of trees

Number of trees of girth below 60 cm

Hazaribagh (W) Division : 91,747 no. of trees
Ramgarh Division : 59 no of trees

Number of trees of girth above 60 cm

Hazaribagh (W) Division : 10,253 no. of trees
Ramgarh Division : 10 no of trees

Background note on the proposal: Rohne coal block in the State of Jharkhand has
been allocated by Ministry of Coal, Government of India letter no dated 05.06.2008 to
M/s JSW Steel Limited, M/s Bhushan Power & Steel Limited and M/s Jai Balaji
Industries Limited for meeting their proportionate share of requirement of Coal. A
joint venture company has been formed by these companies namely “Rohne Coal
Company Private Limited” and has already been registered.

The topography of the block is hilly and rugged. The ground in general slopes
towards North, North West & West. The area is dissected by number of seasonal
streams originating from the adjoining metamorphic terrain occupying the higher
elevation. During rainy season they discharge their load into Badmahi River which is
an important tributary of Haharo River, ultimately meets Damodar River at Bundu
block. Damodar river is flowing West to East on the Southern Side of block at
distance of 8-10 km away.

Compensatory Afforestation scheme can be possible. Area 1019.76 ha of Gair
Majurba-khas land have been made available by the DC, Gumla. The area 778.23 ha
of land is indentified. Total financial outlay is Rs.6,67,75,128/-. The site specific CA
scheme is yet to be prepared.



18. Total 109 families to be displaced out of which SC-2 and ST-107 families. The
comparative rehabilitation plan, as collected from the user agency.

19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24.

Total cost of the project is Rs.577.00 crores.

No violation of FC Act, 1980 has been reported by the State Government.
The cost benefit ratio is 1:34.38.

Utility of the project: About 873 persons directly and 2000 persons indirectly be
benefited.

Hazaribagh wildlife sanctuary is around 50 kms away.

The CCF (Central) while forwarding the proposal has recommended the following:

Proposed area with 0.5 tree density: Apart from 1.2 ha forest land proposed in
Ramgarh Forest Division, the rest of the proposed area in Hazaribagh Forest
Division have fairly dense forest having 0.5 density which shall be affected by
this project.

Lack of infrastructure for coal evacuation: The PCCF, Jahrkhand has
expressed concern (available at page-21/c) over the upcoming large scale coal
mining in the North Karanpura coalfields, which shall further deteriorate the
roads and other infrastructure, which are already in a very poor state in the area.

Evacuation route for the proposed mine is non-existent at present which is
proposed to be developed by using pipe conveyor system with railway siding
proposed at Misrain Mohra i.e. 8 km from mine site. User agency has also
proposed 3.2 km construction of new railway line from Asnageorha up to which
railway line is existing now, which may take some time for creation of said
infrastructure. Considering the possible congestion and pollution caused by road
transport, the coal block may not be allowed to be opened till the infrastructure
for evacuation is installed. The transport should be permitted only by closed
conveyer pipeline upto railway siding and from there through railways. The
wagons should be covered with tarpaulin during journey.

Need for study to maintain Forest Connectivity: In view of large scale mining
coming to the Hazaribagh sector, there should be an over all planning for
maintaining the connectivity between bigger chunks of forests in Hazaribagh
and adjacent districts of Jharkhand state as well as areas in Bihar to maintain
corridor for wildlife movements which is essential for their survival and
maintenance of biodiversity. Reputed organizations, including the Wildlife
Institute of India may be involved for study of biodiversity of the area and its
preservation with respect to upcoming mining disturbances.

Resettlement issue: 109 families are going to be affected and shall be resettled
due to the proposed mine. Perusal of resettlement plan (available at page-2
annexure-xi of DP) shows that due care in surveying/selecting the site for
resettlement is not taken for example, the water scarcity is already existing in
the selected site which shall further deteriorate after the settlement of additional
population, which was not examined.



Vi.

Vii.

Re-examining the fuel and fodder need of the local inhabitants: Site
inspection Report states that local people have been depending upon these coal
rich areas for fuel and the standing forests for small wood and fodder need.

In addition to the creation of wood lots in the surrounding / village areas, the
user agency may open subsidized gas supply to cater to the stifled fuel
requirement as a social responsibility and a token offer to the marginalized
stakeholders. This should be treated as a joint responsibility of all the new coal
mines coming in the area with a radius of 5 km from the outer boundary of coal
field.

Cost benefit analysis also needs correction (available at page-26, annexure-I of
DP). The mine closure cost has not been taken for analysis and several other
factors like opportunity cost of fodder loss, fuel loss etc. has been highly under-
estimated, thereby magnifying the benefit, which requires to be
corrected/explained. Benefit side has also been highly magnified.

Reclamation and final land use plan:It appears that the project proponent
needs to re-examine the mine closure/reclamation plan (available at page- 95
annexure-xii of DP) for revised post mine land use proposition properly,
utilizing the dumps for retrieval of land, so that the final land use should aim at
maximum land uilisation, maintaining connectivity with the surrounding chunks
of forests for optimum benefit of nature including wildlife and human-being,
which need to be visualized and planned form the beginning of mining. Since
the present mine is only a small part of the several more coal blocks being
developed, the master plan of the area, my note on the mining in coal field may
also be examined for taking decision in an integrated manner.
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