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land for Kushmunda and Laxman Opencast coal Mining Project in Korba
District, in the State of Chhattisgarh (Online Proposal No. FP/ CG/ MIN/ 22244/
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File No.: 8-8/2018-FC
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,
New Delhi — 110003
Dated: As per e-Sign
To,

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Department of Forest & Climate Change,
Government of Chattisgarh,

Raipur.

Subject:- Proposal for seeking prior approval of the Central Government
under Section 2 (1) (ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980 in favour of M/s South Eastern Coalfield Limited for non-
forestry use of 402.966 ha of forest land for Kushmunda and Laxman
Opencast Coal Mining Projects in Korba District of Chhattisgarh (Online
Proposal No. FP/CG/MIN/22244/2005) - reg.

Madam/Sir,

Please refer to Government of Chhattisgarh letter no. F 5-04/2007/10-2 dated
22.01.2025 on the above mentioned subject. In this context, as per the earlier
information provided by State Govt. vide letter no. Bhu-Prabandh/Khanij/331-
215/2692 dated 07.12.2023, it was informed that the total mined out reclaimed
revenue forest land proposed for surrendering to Forest Department for notification
under IFA, 1927 is 52.164 ha.

However, as per the letter no. F 5-04/2007/10-2 dated 22.01.2025, State Govt. has
now submitted notification of only 33.564 ha of revenue forest land under Sub-
section (1) of section 4 of IFA, 1927 as ‘Reserved Forest'.

Therefore, the State Govt. is requested to furnish the notification of total reclaimed

revenue forest land (52.164 ha) as per the condition (xi) stipulated in the Stage-l
approval.

Signed by Yours faithfully,
Suneet Bhardwa]
Date: 20-02-2025 10:03:47 Sd/-

(Suneet Bhardwaj)

Assistant Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:

1. The PCCF (HoFF), Department‘of Forest, Government of Chhattisgarh,
Raipur.

~)




w 1

o

- ’} o9

“0.)

The DDGF (Central), Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Nagpur.

The sub-office, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Raipur.
The Nodal Officer (FCA), Department of Forest, Government of Chhattisgarh,
Raipur.

User Agency.

Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.

£
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SOUTH EASTERN COALFIELDS LIMITED
FFEfEar F1 U 37YA Subsidiary of Coal Indialtd.)
“ A MINI RATNA COMPANY ”

Tl O7815-271233 (Of)
Fax: 07815-271250
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e I FrTETIHEEYS FUHST 8T v ot
posrgoxméo D ™ R nmmngﬁx)m
: OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGE. DEST: KORBA I0G)

KUSMUNDA AREA

Ref. No: SECL/GM/KA/24-25/ ENV /43

To,

Divisional Forest Officer
Katghora Division, Katghora
Dist.-Korba (C.G.) — 495445

Subject: Submission of Reply

Ref:

for Additional Query of Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate
Change, New Delhi dated 20.02.2025 regarding Proposal for seeking Prior approval of the
Central Government under Scetion 2(1)(ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhinivam, 1980 in favour of M/s South Eastern Coalfield Limited for non-forestry use of
402.966 Ha of Revenue Forest land for Kusmunda & Laxman Opencast Coal Mining Projects
in Korba District of Chhattisgarh (File No. 8-08/2018-FC)- reg.

1. Your Letter No. 1117 dated 25.02.2025
2. Letter of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, New Delhi vide no. 8-
08/2018-FC dated 20.02.2025

Dear Sir,

With reference to the above, one point query had been raised for proposal for non-forestry
use of 402.966 Ha of Revenue Forest land in favor of M/s South Eastern Coalfields Limited for
Kusmunda & Laxman Opencast Coal Mining Projects in Korba District of Chhattisgarh (File No.
8-08/2018-FC) by Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change. New Delhi vide letter

dated 20.02.2025. Compliance status of the above is as follows: -

Date 26 02 2025

S.No.

Additional Query

Compliance by PP

01

Please refer to Government of
Chhattisgarh letter no. F 5-04/2007/10-
2 dated 22.01.2025 on the above
mentioned subject. In this context, as
per the earlier information provided by
State Govt. vide letter no. Bhu-
Prabandh/Khanij/331215/2692  dated
07.12.2023, it was informed that the
total mined out reclaimed revenue
forest land proposed for surrendering to
Forest Department for notification
under IFA, 1927 is 52.164 ha.

However, as per the letter no. F 5-
04/2007/10-2 dated 22.01.2025, State
Govt. has now submitted notification
of only 33.564 ha of revenue forest
land under Sub-section (1) of section 4
of IFA, 1927 as ‘Reserved Forest’.

Justification for notification of 33.564 Ha Reclaimed Revenue ;

Forest Land in_place of proposed 52.164 Ha:-

Stage-I FC condition no. xi states that "Since the reclaimed
forest land is revenue forest, the state govt. should notify the
area as protected forest under Indian Forest Act or State Forest
Act/Rules. No further change in the schedule for surrendering
of forest land should be allowed.”

SECL Kusmunda Area had earlier provided details of 52.164 Ha
reclaimed Revenue Forest land of Kusmunda OCP in reply of
condition no. (ix) of Stagel FC vide letter no.
SECL/GM/KA/23-24/141 dated 05.12.2023 for bringing it

under the ambit of core forestry management prior to Stage-11 |

approval.

EDS was raised by MoEF&CC. New Delhi vide letter no.

1/62033/2024 dated 08.01.2024 for compliance of the above
condition wherein Govt. of Chhattisgarh was requested to
provide copy of notification of the surrendered reclaimed
revenue forest land of 52.164 Ha as RF/PF under Indian Forest
Act or State Forest Acts/Rules.

I
|
J

{x
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Therefore, the State Govl. is requested
Y to furnish the notification of total
< | reclaimed revenue forest land (52.164
| ha) as per the condition (xi) stipulated
in the Stage-1 approval.

Out of above, no mining or allied activity is ongoing near |

33.564 Ha reclaimed land of Durpa, Khamariya & Jarhajail

villages at present & the sites are free of all encumbrances. has

no encroachment & has matured plantation.

The balance 18.60 Ha reclaimed land of Barkuta & 1)ullapur

villages is not in a position for surrendering at present as it still |

has few encumbrances such as:

o Plantation is new & has not yet matured. Some sites are still
under five year maintenance period as per Long Term Mol
of SECL with Chhattisgarh Rajya Van Vikas Nigam
(CGRVVN), the agency responsible for developing of
plantation on industrial sites.

o Slope stabilisation has been carried out by plantation on
slopes s0 as 10 avoid slope failure. Active backfilling is still
under progress in nearby areas in southern direction & have
not reached full permissible height as per Environmental
Clearance. Further plantation will be carried out after
reaching full height & the sites will again be handed over to
CGRVVN for maintaining it for further five years.

o Coal has not yet been fully extracted from adjacent land
lying south to the reclaimed site & thus mining operations
are still under progress in Barkuta & Dullapur village.

o R&R of adjacent Jatraj & Sonpuri villages has not been
completed & there are still villagers residing in the nearby
areas which will be shifted in near future.

Thus, EDS Reply was submitted by SECL Kusmunda Area vide

letter no. SECL/GM/KA/23-24/ENV/326 dated 12.01.2024 for

notification of 33.564 Ha Reclaimed Revenue Forest Land,

In lieu of above, State Govt. has notified 33.564 Ha as Reserve

Forest in the official Gazette vide S.0. No/F 5-04/2007/10-2

(part) dated 10-01-2025. .

Remaining 18.60 Ha Reclaimed Revenue Forest Land will be |

surrendered along with the rest 153.797 Ha Non-Reclaimed

Revenue Forest land of Kusmunda OC & 197.005 Ha Revenue

Forest Land of Laxman OC at the end of life of mine after

completion of mine closure activities. (Surrender schedule was

submitted with EDS Reply dated 12.01.24 & is again enclosed
as Annexure-1)

Therefore, it is requested to forward the same to MoEF&CC, New
Delhi for consideration for issuance of Stage-11 FC.

It is humbly requested that Stage-1l Forestry Clearance may kindly be issued by the Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, New Delhi in view of the above please.

Thanking You,
Encl- As above

Copy for kind information to:

TGN s o o

.@%ECL Kusmunda Area

The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (LM), Govt. of C.G., Aranya Bhawan, Raipur
The Chief Conservator of Forests. Govt. of C.G., Bilaspur Circle, Bilaspur

General Manager (Min)/ HOD (Forests), SECL HQ Bilaspur

General Manager (Min), SECL Kusmunda OCP

Staff Officer (P&P), SECL Kusmunda Area

Staff Officer (Min), SECL Kusmunda Area

Nodal Officer (Env/Forest), SECL Kusmunda Area
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ANNEXURE-1

RECLAIMED REVENUE FOREST LAND PROPQOSED FOR SURRENDER
TO FOREST DEPARTMENT FOR NOTIFICATION UNDER INDIAN FOREST ACT, 1927
FOR COMPLIANCE OF EDS RAISED BY MoEF&CC, NEW DELHI ON 08.01.2024
IN RESPECT OF DIVERSION / REGULARISATION PROPOSAL OF 402.966 HA REVENUE
FOREST LAND OF KUSMUNDA & LAXMAN OCP OF SECL KUSMUNDA AREA
(STAGE- | FC NO. F.NO. 8-08/2018-FC DATED 26.04.2018)

S.No. | Name of Mine Name of Village | Khasra Number | Used/Broken prior Total Reclaimed
to 12.12.1996 for Revenue Forest
land proposed for
surrender as on
date
(in Ha)
01 Kusmunda OCP Durpa 433/ Backfilled Dump 18.00
Khamariva | 277,284 External OB Dump 3364
Jarhajail 4/2, 188/1, 188/4, | External OB Dump 12.20
188/7 B
Total : | 33.564 Ha* |

*NOTE: BALANCE 369.402 HA REVENUE FOREST LAND (172.397 Ha REVENUE FOREST LAND OF
KUSMUNDA OCP & 197.005 Ha REVENUE FOREST LAND OF LAXMAN OCP) WILL BE SURRENDERED TO
STATE FOREST DEPARTMENT AFTER MINE CLOSURE AT THE END OF LIFE OF MINE.

e’ Ok Q%@“

GENERAL MANAGER STAFF OFFICER (P&P) NODAL OFFICER (ENV/F)
KUSMUNDA AREA KUSMUNDA AREA KUSMUNDA AREA
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SOUTH EASTERN COALFIELDS LIMITED
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KUSMUNDA AREA

Ref. No: SECL/GM/KA/23-24/  Y\{) Date ¢5-)2. &2
To,

Divisional Forest Officer

Katghora Division, Katghora

Dist.-Korba (C.G.) — 495445

Subject: Submission of Reply of Additional Queries of Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate
Change, New Delhi dated 06.03.2023 generated for proposal for non-forestry use of 402.966
Ha of Revenue Forest land in favor of M/s South Eastern Coalfields Limited for Kusmunda
&Laxman Opencast Coal Mining Projects in Korba District of Chhattisgarh (File No. 8-
08/2018-FC)- reg.

Ref: 1. Letter of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, New Delhi for file no. 8-
08/2018-FC dated 06.03.2023
2. Your letter No. Tech.Officer/2023/2124 dated 24.03.2023

Dear Mam,

With reference to the above, 6 point queries had been generated for proposal for non-
forestry use of 402.966 Ha of Revenue Forest land in favor of M/s South Eastern Coalfields
Limited for Kusmunda & Laxman Opencast Coal Mining Projects in Korba District of
Chhattisgarh (File No. 8-08/2018-FC) by Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
New Delhi vide letter dated 06.03.2023.

Point wise compliance for the above is as follows:-

S.No.

Additional Query

Compliance by PP

01

The KML file of 538.951 ha which
is suitable for plantation in
Mahasamund Forest Division is not
available. In this regard the same
shall be submitted.

Kml files of 538.951 Ha of CA land allotted in Mahasamund
Forest Division is herewith submitted in CD/ soft copy
format as Annexure-1 for kind perusal.

02

KML file of penal CA land (402.966
Ha of degraded forest land @1000
seedlings per ha) is not available. In
this regard the same shall be
submitted.

As per the recent guidelines issued by MoEF&CC, New
Delhi vide OM no. FNo. FC-11/159/2022-FC dated
24.01.2023 under Accredited Compensatory A fforestation
(ACA) scheme, Penal CA land of 403 ha has been identified
in Bishrampur Coalfields of SECL Bishrampur Area, District
Surajpur (C.G.) & DGPS survey report of 403 Ha
biologically reclaimed non-forest land is herewith attached as
Annexure-2,
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Site Inspection Report of DFO Surajpur in this re rd is

enclosed as Annexure-3, £

Moreover, it is also pertinent to mention here that SECL
Kusmunda Area has already deposited an amount of Rs
44,26,51,602/- against 402.966 Ha Penal CA land upon
reciept of demand notes from DFO, Katghora vide letter nos.
3827 dt. 25.05.2018, 825 dt. 13.02.2020 & 553 dt.
26.12.2022 in CAMPA fund of Chhattisgarh till the current
wage rates of F.Y. 2022-23.

We thereby request you to adjust the amount with difference
rate payment of CA land & Safety Zone for this proposal for
F.Y. 2023-24 or with NPV, CA etc. requirement of our other
proposal i.e. Diversion of 43.942 Ha Revenue Fores land
vide Proposal No. FP/CG/MIN/41604/2019 dated 18.10.2019
for expansion of Kusmunda Coal Mine Project of SECL.

Ministry’s Stage-I approval letter dt.
26.04.2018 — Mined out forest area
already reclaimed by UA should be
handed over back to State Forest
Dept. With a view to bring it under
the ambit of core forestry
management  prior to Stage-II
approval. In this regard, the UA has
only provided an undertaking. The
State Govt. is requested to clarify
whether the land already reclaimed

oo g? %18?532(} oL ?de ezrherﬂl]e'iter gt Following amounts have been deposited by the User agency
A‘ 3 : f,R ’g 60;%12 5 884 fa & Iin to Chhattisgarh Ad-hoc CAMPA account towards Penal
5 ?6032 2(:;3 / e A d {h E Compensatory afforestation land & its difference amount for

et e SR Lol o ravls equal the forest land diverted, i.e. 402.996 ha of revenue
RTGS vide references UTR No. forest land throngh RTGS:
UTIBH18178057032 dated 27/06/18 5 :
& UTR No. | Total Amount
SBINRS52020032400022523  dt. } 2 Alneinding ot
; Application Amount Paid extra cost for
23.03.2020 to Chhattisgarh A‘id-hoc No. & for Penal CA | Soil & Moisture
CAMPA. However, the instant 8. | Financi | Transaction land for Conservation
amount is not reflected in the || N. | al Year | date reflected | compliance of | works in Penal
PARIVESH portal. In this regard the in Parivesh condition no. CA land for
State Govt. is requested to rectify the e o Samplinge ol
: condition no.
amount wrt Penal CA paid by the wil)
Hscrigenicy S pmvide dpkellls. | T S2224420% | Rs 266055884/ | Rs 332569855/
t. 27/06/18
5822244101
2. | 2019-20 dt. 23/03/2020 Rs 26606233/- Rs 33257791/-
3. | 2020-21
5822244064
4 2021-22 dt. 02/01/2023 Rs 61459165/- Rs 76823956/-
5 2022-23
-Copies of Online receipt generated from Parivesh portal &
Demand notes recieved from DFO, Katghora are enclosed as
Annexure-4 for kind perusal.
04 | As per the condition (ix) of the | SECL Kusmunda Area had earlier provided the details of

79.146 Ha in reply of point no. (iv) of Additional of
MoEF&CC, New Delhi dated 10.06.2022 vide our letter no.
SECL/GM/KA/22-23/243 dated 06.12.2022 to DFO,
Katghora for initiating suitable action for notification of the
above reclaimed revenue forest land under the Indian Forest
Act, 1927,

After joint site inspection with forest officials, an area of
52.164 Ha has been finalised for final surrender & details of

reclaimed revenue forest land proposed for surrender along

with surrender schedule & its kml in soft copy/CD are
attached in Annexure-5.

&
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is handed over to the State Forest
Department by the UA?

Work has been awarded by SECL Kusmunda Area for
preparation of demarcation Pillars around the proposed land
& is under progress (Copy of Work Order attached as
Annexure-6). Final Forest Pillars & Fencing work is
proposed to be carried out through State Forest Department
after necessary notification under Indian Forests Act, 1927.

05

The State Govt. is requested to
submit the surrender schedule as per
this Ministry’s Stage-l approval
letter dt. 26.04.2018 w.r.t condition
no (x).

Surrender schedule of above reclaimed & mined out revenue
forest land is enclosed as Annexure-5.

06

Compliance of condition no. (xi)
regarding notification of reclaimed
revenue forest land under the Indian
Forest Act, 1927 is not submitted. In
this regard, action taken by the State
govt. to notify the reclaimed revenue
forest land needs to be intimated to
the Ministry.

State Govt. is requested to initiate suitable action for

notification of the reclaimed & mined out revenue forest land

under the Indian Forest Act, 1927 as per the surrender

schedule enclosed in Annexure-5.

This is for your kind information & necessary action please.

Thanking You,

Encl- As above

Yours Sincerely,

%M’}
General Manager
.Q%I;ZCL Kusmunda Area

The APCCF(LM), Aranya Bhawan, Atal Nagar, Naya Raipur - for kind intimation please

Copy to:

1

2. The CCF, Bilaspur Circle, Bilaspur —for kind intimation please
3. General Manager (Min)/ HOD (Forests), SECL HQ Bilaspur
4. General Manager (Min), SECL Kusmunda OCP

5. General Manager (Oprn), SECL Kusmunda Area

6. Staff Officer (P&P), SECL Kusmunda Area

7. Nodal Officer (Env/Forest), SECL Kusmunda Area
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3 ANNEXURE~ 5

MINED OUT RECLAIMED REVENUE FOREST LAND PROPOSED FOR SURRENDER

TO FOREST DEPARTMENT FOR NOTIFICATION UNDER INDIAN FOREST ACT, 1927

FOR COMPLIANCE OF EDS RAISED BY MoEF&CC, NEW DELHI ON 06. 03.2023 IN RESPECT

OF DIVERSION / REGULARISATION PROPOSAL OF 402.966 HA REVENUE FOREST LAND

OF KUSMUNDA & LAXMAN OCP OF SECL KUSMUNDA AREA

(STAGE- | FC NO. F.NO. 8-08/2018-FC DATED 26.04.2018)

S. No. | Name of Mine | Name of Village Khasra Used/Broken Total Reclaimed
Number prior to Revenue Forest
12.12.1996 for land for
surrender as on -
date
(in Ha)
01 | Kusmunda OCP Durpa 433/1 Backfilled Dump 18.00
Dullapur 34, 37/1 Backfilled Dump 9.984
Barkuta 192/1, 192/2 Backfilled Dump 8.616
Khamariya 277,284 External OB 3.364
Dump
Jarhajail 4/2, 188/1, External OB 12.20
188/4, 188/7 Dump
Total 52.164 Ha*

*NOTE: BALANCE 350.802 HA REVENUE FOREST LAND (153.797 Ha REVENUE FOREST LAND OF

KUSMUNDA OCP & 197.005 Ha REVENUE FOREST LAND OF LAXMAN OCP) SHALL BE SURRENDERED TO
STATE FOREST DEPARTMENT AFTER MINE CLOSURE AT THE END OF LIFE OF MINE.

GENERAL ANAGER STAFF OFFICER (P&P) NODAL OFFICER (ENV/F)
KUSMUNDA AREA KUSMUNDA AREA KUSMUNDA AREA




