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To,
District Magistrate

Chairman, District Level Monitoring Committee
Bhagirathi Eco-sensitive Zone
District Uttarkashi

Respected Sir,

With reference to the minutes of the meeting of the Monitoring Committee(Henceforth MC), Bhagirathi
Eco-sensitive Zone, held under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Uttarakhand on 13.12.2022, and the
newspaper article in Hindustan times dated 29.01.2022 regarding the Violations in the construction of
Bayana-Syaba motor road, following is the list of events and the actions and compliances
taken/underway by the Uttarkashi Forest Division under Indian Forest Act 1927 and Forest Conservation
Act 1980(Henceforth FCA). A much-detailed account shall be submitted shortly for the consideration of
the Regional Empowered Committee (Henceforth REC), Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate

Change (Henceforth MoEFCC), and the Monitoring Committee Bhagirathi Eco-sensitive Zone (Henceforth
BESZ).

26.06.2018: In-principle approval of the concerned road, spanning 6km and 3.318 hectare of
Forest land (2.891 ha Reserved Forest and 0.427 of Civil Soyam Land) was given by the MoEFCC
vide its letter no. 08B/UCP/06/105/2017/FC/576 dated 26.06.2018. 107 Deodar tress were cut

by the Forest Corporation for the same after marking of the same by the Uttarkashi Forest
Division.

26.11.2019: Work was started by the User Agency PMGSY without obtaining due permission of
the Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) Uttarkashi Forest Division.

Range Officer, Mukheem Range, Uttarkashi Forest Division vide its letter dated 28.01.2020,
directed the officials of the PMGSY to stop the work.

A full national lockdown in the background of the COVID Pandemic was enforced for 21 days in
March-April 2020. The lockdown was gradually unlocked till fully in November 2020. A similar
nation-wide State lockdowns of localized lockdowns were also enforced in April-May 2021. The
resource mobilization for the COVID Pandemic related administrative efforts and the near

universal COVID infection including the Forest staff as well affected the monitoring of the
concerned road site as well.

An H-2 case was registered by the Forest staff on 12.04.2020 against the PMGSY officials and the
contractor for illegal muck dumping and damage to trees and forest environment. After due
enquiry, charged were accepted by the violators and a penalty of Rs-431617/- was imposed

under Indian Forest Act 1927, which was complied by the concerned on date 26.12.2020 and
25.02.2021.
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REC vi.de its meeting dated 01.07.2020 revoked the working permission for the concerned road
and directed all work to be stopped henceforth.

REC committee on its meeting dated 25.03.2021, recommended action on PMGSY under FCA
1980 for violating the due process and the conditions of the in-principle approval issued by
MOoEFCC regarding the concerned road. A penalty of Rs-262800/- was recommended by DFO
Uttarkashi Forest Division under FCA 1980 to Nodal officer, Land Transfer, Uttarakhand by its
letter dated 03.05.2021. The penalty was asked to be reconsidered by the Nodal officer vide its
letter dated 15.05.2021. A revised penalty of Rs-871970/- was recommended by DFO, Uttarkashi
Forest Division vide letter to Nodal officer, Land Transfer, Uttarakhand dated 08.06.2021. The
penalty was imposed for complete Forest area for the concerned road, considering that road was
constructed for approx. 4 Km out of total of proposed 6 km. the penalty was complied for by the
User Agency by 27.10.2021.

MC on its meeting dated 02.08.2021, directed to consider an alternate alignment proposed by
the non-official member of the MC and do a comparative analysis of this alignment vis-a-vis the
current alignment of the concerned road. The proposed comparative analysis of both the

alignments were presented to the district level monitoring committee by the PMGSY officials on
29.12.2021.

On its meeting dated 03.08.2022, MC directed for the visit of the Smt. Mallika Bhanot (Non-

official member) and Shri. Hem Pandey (Retired IAS and Co-chair of the MC), Representative of

the MoEFCC Regional office, Dehradun in the presence of the Local Officials to the alternate
alignment suggested by the non-official member of MC and the present alignment, for
consideration and on-site verification of the truth in comparative analysis presented earlier on
paper by the PMGSY officials. The proposed visit took place on 15.11.2022 whereby Smt. Mallika
Bhanot (Non-official member) and Shri. Hem Pandey (Retired IAS and Co-chair of the MC), Shri.
Gajendra Narwade (AIG, Regional office MoEFCC, Representative of the MoEFCC Regional office
Dehradun) inspected both the alignments in the presence of MLA Gangotri Assembly seat, DM
Uttarkashi, DFO Uttarkashi Forest Division, PMGSY officials and all the concerned local forest and
Revenue staff. In its report addressed to the MC, Shri. Gajendra Narwade (AIG, Regional office
MoEFCC, Representative of the MoEFCC Regional office) has recommended the present -
alignment vis-a-vis alternate alignment proposed.by the non-official member of the MC, citing
various reasons not limited to the work already carried out on the present alignment. Mitigation
measures for the Andhre-gad stream as recommended by the visiting members of the MC and
the representative of the MoEFCC Regional Office, Dehradun, is in the final stages of being
formulated.

The Google earth images being used by the non-official members of the MC to attribute certain
google earth imaged to certain month is a problematic scenario and may not be entirely
accurate. As per the information of the undersigned, Google earth data is not a live data. It is
updated from time to time, with some time lag. Even the lag at which it is updated is not fixed
and it vary across time and space from approximately one-three years.

Fresh violation was done at the current alignment of the concerned road on 24.09.2022. A fresh

H-2 case was registered under section 26 of the Indian Forest Act 1927 against the local Villagers
namely Surendra Singh, Pancham Singh, and Poorna Singh(residents of the Syaba Village,
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Uttarkashi District). Th '
. The concerned have accepte
been imposed on the concerned persons. In de(ijtlttl:r:e t?'?I:Iges B e ol
Act has been registered against the PMGSY officials and BRIT)’(?SLH-fzfic?SIe ;lnder el

! officials fo i
part of the bridge at the Andre-gad stream site of the current Bayana-Syabachcs)andS tr:I\cntg\SgYS_Om:
user agency for the B'ayana-Syaba Motor Road but the uncompleted works of the.brid tlfht )
Andhre-gad stream site were to be executed by another agency BRIDCUL. The enquirygi?'lathis :

matter is underway to fix the responsibility between th
. . e PMGSY or BRIDCUL o :
be taken and compliance report given once the enquiry is completed r both. Action shall

In addition to taking actions against the erring agencies and persons for violation in th

Syaba Road. Show-cause notices have been issued to the local Forest Guard Forel: e
Range officers of the concerned range of the Uttarkashi Forest Division frorr; the ;f?r’ ot
undersigned, for prima-facia showing negligence in the discharge of the official d t_lCe_of the
fresh violations. The enquiry is underway and strict disciplinary action shall b Il: ies |n.the
whosoever is found guilty in the enquiry. e taken against

This is for your kind information sir.

Regards » .
Puneet Tomar | v »—j/
Divisional Forest Officer LI RN ey
IALHILT T A
Uttarkashi Forest Division ITCEIN

Member-Secretary

District level monitoring committee

BESZ
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