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government did not grant sanction
for prosecution.

“It is shocking that SEBI has not
disclosed the receipt of the said let-
ter (DRI letter) and evidence from
the DRI till date before this 
Hon’ble Court,” stated the affidavit,
citing Sebi’s previous statements 
to the court that it started investi-
gation against the Adani group 
only in June-July 2020. The affida-
vit said that Sebi’s conduct 
amounts to perjury. 

Referring to the latest status
report submitted by Sebi in the 
court earlier this month, Jaiswal 
said that though the market regu-
lator claimed that 22 out of 24 
investigations arising out of the 
Hindenburg report were final in 
nature, outcomes of these investi-
gations have been kept under 
wraps by Sebi. 

The affidavit also alleged a con-
flict of interest in Sebi conducting
investigation into the matter. It 
said that Cyril Shroff, managing 
partner, Cyril Amarchand Man-
galdas law firm, has been a mem-
ber of Sebi’s committee on corpo-
rate governance, which looks at 
offences like insider trading. “Cyril
Shroff’s daughter is married to 
Karan Adani, son of Gautam 
Adani, showing clear conflict of 
interest,” claimed Jaiswal, stress-
ing that 5 of the 24 Sebi investiga-
tion reports are on insider trading
allegations against the Adani 
group. HT reached out to Shroff 
and the law firm for a response to

KOLKATA: West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee on
Monday said she has no objec-
tion to the country being called
Bharat, but insisted that the
name India should also stay. 

Speaking to reporters a day
before leaving for an 11-day tour
of Spain and Dubai to attract
investments to the eastern state,
Banerjee said the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) was trying to
change the name of the country
as the opposition bloc has
named itself INDIA (Indian
National Developmental Inclu-
sive Alliance).

“Those who speak Bengali
and Hindi call the nation Bha-
rat. But the name India is men-
tioned in the first line of the Pre-
amble to the Constitution that
Babasaheb [BR] Ambedkar
drafted...,” the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) chief said. “The
name Bharat is also mentioned
in the Constitution. We have no
objection to it but the word
India should not be deleted.” HTC

NO ISSUE IF INDIA 
IS REFERRED TO AS
BHARAT: MAMATA

practices  shall be permitted on
the premises of the said temple...
The station house officer of Chi-
rayinkeezhu Police Station shall
render necessary assistance to
the administrative officer to
ensure strict compliance of the
prohibition...,” Justices Anil K
Narendran and P G Ajithkumar
said in a recent order.

The TDB, which manages the
temples in Kerala, had on May 18
issued a fresh circular asking
officials to strictly follow its ear-
lier order banning RSS ‘shakhas’
(branches) or mass drills in the
shrines under it.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN:  An army officer has
been arrested for allegedly mur-
dering a 25-year-old Nepalese
bar dancer with whom he was in
a relationship in Dehradun,
police said on Monday. 

The accused has been identi-
fied as lieutenant colonel
Ramendra Upadhyaya (42), a
resident of Panditwari in Deh-
radun, who was posted at Clem-
ent Town in Uttarakhand’s capi-
tal city. According to the police,
the body of the woman, identi-
fied as Shreya Sharma, who
hailed from Kathmandu in
Nepal, was found under suspi-
cious circumstances in Raipur
area on Sunday. 

The accused army officer first
met the woman at a dance bar in
West Bengal’s Siliguri in January
2020 when he was posted there.
The two initially became friends
and later started staying together

in a live-in relationship, Deh-
radun senior superintendent of
police (SSP) DS Kunwar said. 

“When the accused was trans-
ferred to Dehradun, he brought
her along. However, as the army
officer’s wife came to know
about the woman, he sent her
back to Siliguri,” Kunwar said. 

The accused called her back
to Dehradun and rented a flat for
her in the city, the senior officer
said. “After a few days, the victim
started insisting him for mar-
riage, which led to frequent
fights between them.” 

The accused then decided to
get rid of her. He took her to a
bar on Rajpur Road on Saturday
night, the SSP said. 

“The accused got the woman
drunk and took her towards
Thano Road by car. He parked
the car in a secluded area  and
hit the woman multiple times
with a hammer,” Kunwar said.

A case of murder under Sec-
tion 302 of the IPC has been filed.

Officer kills woman for 
‘insisting’ on marriage

Rhythma Kaul

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Deaths due to car-
diovascular ailments and IQ loss
caused by exposure to lead are
far higher than previously esti-
mated, with poorer nations suf-
fering the most from it, accord-
ing to an analysis published in
the Lancet Planetary Health
journal on Monday. 

IQ loss in low- and middle-in-
come countries due to lead expo-
sure is nearly 80% higher than a
previous estimate, while deaths
from cardiovascular disease are
six times higher, the study in the
peer-reviewed journal found.

The global cost of lead exposure
in 2019 was estimated to be $6
trillion, equivalent to 7% of
global GDP. In low- and middle-
income nations, it was equiva-
lent to more than 10% of GDP, or
twice as high as in wealthy coun-
tries, researchers said. 

Lead exposure contributed to
5.5 million deaths from cardio-
vascular disease globally in 2019,
or 30% of all such mortality, the
analysis estimated. This is more
than six times higher than the
2019 estimate of 850,000 cardio-
vascular deaths from lead expo-
sure. Of the 5.5 million deaths
from lead exposure, 90% were in
poorer countries. The analysis

also suggests that lead exposure
caused the loss of 765 million IQ
points in children under five
years in 2019, with 95% of the
losses among children poor
nations. During their first five
years of life, children in low- and
middle-income countries on

average each lose 5.9 IQ points
from lead exposure. This can
reduce these children’s total life-
time income by as much as 12%,
the authors estimated.

“We know that lead exposure
has continued to cause huge
impacts on human health,
despite most countries banning
the use of leaded petrol more
than 20 years ago. What is con-
cerning about our study is that it
indicates these damaging health
effects are much greater than we
previously thought and that they
come at a very high economic
cost, especially in low- and mid-
dle-income countries,” lead
author Bjorn Larsen, develop-

ment economist, World Bank,
said in a statement. 

“Efforts to address the
impacts of lead exposure must
reflect that these are as signifi-
cant as those posed by PM2.5
outdoor ambient and household
air pollution,” Larsen added.

Exposure to lead can seriously
harm health of young children,
including brain damage, slowed
development and learning diffi-
culties. In adults, lead exposure
can increase people’s risk of car-
diovascular disease, which
accounts for almost 95% of
deaths linked to lead exposure,
as well as chronic kidney disease
and learning disabilities.

Study links lead exposure to cardiovascular deaths
LEAD EXPOSURE 
CONTRIBUTED TO 
OVER 5.5 MILLION 
DEATHS FROM 
CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE GLOBALLY 
IN THE YEAR 2019

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOCHI:  The Kerala high court
has said that no mass drill or
weapons training shall be per-
mitted on the premises of Sark-
ara Devi Temple in Thiruvanan-
thapuram district, which is
under the management of the
Travancore Devaswom Board
(TDB). The direction came while
disposing of a plea filed by two
devotees seeking an order to pre-
vent “illegal use and unautho-
rised occupancy” of the temple
premises by the RSS and its
members.

The court directed the police
to provide necessary assistance
for the strict compliance of an
earlier TDB order banning RSS
‘shakhas’ (branches) and mass
drills at the shrines managed by
the board.

“No mass drill or weaponry

{ IN KERALA } AT SARKARA DEVI TEMPLE 

Court stops RSS drills 
on temple premises

THE COURT ASKED 
THE POLICE TO 
PROVIDE SUPPORT 
AND MAKE SURE 
THE ORDER IS 
BEING FOLLOWED

Jaiswal’s allegations, but the 
attempts remained unsuccessful. 

To be sure, the committee on
corporate governance was con-
stituted by Sebi in 2017 and it has
23 other members, which
include bankers, entrepreneurs,
chartered accountants, business
executives, senior bureaucrats
and corporate lawyers.

Jaiswal’s affidavit also referred
to certain new reports by interna-
tional papers that reportedly 
incriminate the Adani Group for 
contravening an array of regula-
tions. It further maintained that 
Sebi brought amendments into the
regulations relating to foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) and list-
ing obligations and disclosure 
requirement (LODR) were in 2014
and 2015 respectively only to bene-
fit the Adani group. 

The Supreme Court is
expected to take up the matter
on September 15.

Hindenburg’s report published
in January claimed “brazen 
accounting fraud” and “stock 
manipulation” by the Gautam 
Adani-led group. Though the 
conglomerate rejected the report
as “unresearched” and “mali-
ciously mischievous”, it triggered
a massive rout of Adani Group 
stocks, which lost over $140 bil-
lion in days and forced the can-
cellation of a ₹20,000 crore share
sale in the group’s flagship.

Acting on a clutch of petitions
demanding a probe into the mat-
ter, the Supreme Court on March 2
set up a six-member panel, led by 
retired Supreme Court judge AM 
Sapre, to look into regulatory fail-
ure by Sebi and alleged breach of 
laws by the Adani Group.

In its report submitted in May,
the committee said the allegations
of stock price manipulation or vio-
lation of MPS norms by Adani 
Group companies cannot be 
proved “at this stage”.

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
not only concealed several facts 
about previous investigations 
against the Adani Group but also
tweaked the regulations to keep 
the group’s regulatory contraven-
tions and price manipulations 
undetected, one of the petitioners
demanding investigations into 
allegations of stock manipulation
and accounting fraud against the
Adani Group made by US short-
seller Hindenburg Research, has
claimed in the Supreme Court.

In an affidavit filed two days
ago, Anamika Jaiswal alleged
that the market regulator did not
apprise the court of an investiga-
tion initiated by the directorate
of revenue intelligence (DRI)
against the Adani group of com-
panies over alleged overvalua-
tion of import of equipment and
machinery by various entities of
the Adani Group from a UAE-
based subsidiary. 

In January 2014, DRI sent a
letter to the then Sebi chairper-
son, UK Sinha, alerting him that
there may be stock market
manipulation by the Adani
group of companies, said Jais-
wal’s affidavit, adding this letter
was also accompanied by a CD
containing evidence of siphon-
ing of ₹2,323 crore. 

According to the petitioner,
Sinha chose to close the investi-
gation instead of acting on DRI’s
inputs. It pointed out that Sinha,
who retired as Sebi chairperson
in March 2017, is now a non-ex-
ecutive director of NDTV, which
was acquired by the Adani
Group in 2022.

Jaiswal further said that the
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) also had to shut its probe in 
the matter after the Maharashtra 

Sebi hid facts to shield Adani, 
petitioner claims in top court

DRI INFORMED SEBI 
ABOUT ALLEGED 
STOCK MARKET 
MANIPULATION BY 
THE ADANI GROUP 
OF COMPANIES IN 
2014, SAYS THE 
PETITIONER
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