
 
GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH

FOREST DEPARTMENT

From
Sri Y. Madhusudhana Reddy, I.F.S.,
Prl. Chief Conservator of Forests 
Head of Forest Force (FAC), 
Andhra Pradesh,  
Mangalagiri -522004
 

To
The Spl. Chief Secretary to Government,
Environment, Forests, Science 
and Technology Department,
Andhra Pradesh Secretariat
Velagapudii, Guntur District. 
 

Rc.no.EFS02-15035/4/2020-FCA SEC-PCCF/FCA-3, dated: 05/04/2023.

Sir, 

    
Sub:
-

APFD - F(C) Act, 1980-  Diversion of 11.38 ha forest land in Visakhapatnam
Division for laying 400/220 KV over head Transmission line from 400/220 KV
Kalapaka  sub-station  to  the  proposed  cable  pot  head  station  for  HPCL
Refinery  at  Visakhapatnam  in  f/o  CGM  (Proeects)(VRMP),  HPCL,
Visakhapatnam  –  In-principle (Stage-I)  approval  accorded  –  Condition-wise
compliance report submitted – Reg. 

Ref:- 1. GoI, MoEF &CC, IRO, Vieayawada lr. no.4-APC135/2021-VJY/100, dated:
11.12.2021received  through  GoAP  Memo  No.1486/Section-II/2021/
(1480785), EFS & T (Section-II) Dept., dated: 17.12.2021. 

2. PCCF  (HoFF),  A.P.,  Guntur  Rc.  no.  EFS02-15035/4/2020-FCA  SEC-
PCCF/FCA-3, dated: 26.12.2021. 

3. CCF,  Visakhapatnam  Rc.  no.  2067/2020/TO,  dated:  30.07.2022  &
16.03.2023. 

***
It is submitted that, the Government of India, MoEF & CC, IRO, Vieayawada

in  the  reference  1st cited  have  accorded  in-principle  (Stage-I)  approval  for
diversion of 11.38 ha forest land in Visakhapatnam Division for laying 400/220 KV
over  head  Transmission  line  from  400/220  KV  Kalapaka  sub-station  to  the
proposed cable pot head station for HPCL Refinery at Visakhapatnam in f/o CGM
(Proeects)(VRMP), HPCL, Visakhapatnam subeect to fulfillment of certain conditions
laid down therein. 

Accordingly  the  Chief  Conservator  of  Forests,   Visakhapatnam  Circle,
Visakhapatnam in the reference 3rd cited has submitted the compliance on the
conditions stipulated in the Stage –I approval accorded by the GoI, MoEF &CC,
IRO, Vieayawada in the reference 1st cited. 

The Condition wise compliance is as follows.

Sl.
no

GoI, MoEF &CC, IRO,
Vijayawada State-I  order

dated: 11.12.2021

 Compliance

(1) Legal  status  of  the  diverted
forest  land  shall  remain
unchanged.

: Legal status of the diverted forest land shall
remain unchanged. 

(2) Demarcation of the forest area : The User Agency has demarcated the area
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proposed for diversion shall be
carried out by erecting 4 feet
high  cement  concrete  pillars
duly  numbered  at  an  interval
of                 20 meters  at  the
cost of User Agency.

proposed for  diversion  by  erecting  4  feet
high concrete  pillars duly numbered at an
interval  of  20  meters.  Details  enclosed
herewith.

(3) Compensatory  Aforestation
and  its  maintenance  in
identified degraded forest area
within  32.80  ha  (20.55  ha  in
Nallakonda  RF  +  12.25  ha  in
Kambalakonda  Extension  RF)
shall  be  carried  out  by  the
State Forest  Department from
the  funds  to  be  provided  by
the user agency. 

 

: The  User  Agency  has  paid  an  amount  of
Rs.98.27550  lakh  towards  Compensatory
Aforestation for Raising and maintenance
of Plantations in degraded forest area i.e.
32.80  ha  (20.55  ha  in  Nallakonda  RF  +
12.25 ha in Kambalakonda Extension RF).
Hence  the  condition  is  complied.  (Copy  of
challan enclosed).

Sl.
no.

Category Amount  paid by
UA (in lakh)

1 Net  Present
Value(NPV)

71,23,880

2 CA 98,27,550
3 PCA 15,92,500

Total 1,85,43,930
 

(4) The  Forest  Department  shall
ensure that the CA scheme as
proposed  in  the  diversion
proposal shall be implemented
in  its  entirety  and  the
approved  compensatory
Aforestation scheme shall not
be  changed  without  prior
approval  of  the  Central
Government.

: The CA scheme proposed in  the proposal
shall be implemented in its entirety and the
approved  compensatory  Aforestation
scheme shall not be changed without prior
approval of the Central Government.

(5) The  State  Government  shall
charge  the  Net  Present  Value
of  the  diverted  forest  land
measuring  11.38  ha from the
user agency as per the as per
the  orders  of  the  Hon’ble
Supreme  Court  dated
28.03.2008 and 09.05.2008 in
IA nos. 826 in 566 with related
IA’s  in  Writ  Petition  (Civil)
No.202/1995  and  the
guidelines  issued  by  the

: The  User  Agency  has  paid  an  amount  of
Rs.71,23,880/-  lakh  towards  Net  present
Value of the diverted forest land measuring
11.38 ha.
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Ministry  vide  letter  No.5-
3/2007-FC,  dt:05.02.2009  in
this regard.

(6) Additional  amount  of  the  Net
Present  Value  (NPV)  of  the
diverted  forest  land  if  any,
becoming due after revision of
the  same  by  the  Hon’ble
Supreme  Court  of  India  in
future, shall be charged by the
State  Government  from  the
User Agency. The User Agency
shall furnish an undertaking to
this efect. 

: The  User  Agency  has  furnished  an 
"Undertaking"  to  pay  additional  amount  of
the  NPV  of  the  diverted  forest  land  if  any,
becoming due after revision of the same by
the  Hon’ble  Supreme  Court  of  India  in
future

 

(7) Considering  violation  of
FCA,1980,  action  required  to
be  taken  on  User  Agency  /
Forest Department ofcials are
as follows:

:  

 (a)  For  works  carried  out  in
violation  of  FCA,  1980 by the
UA over an extent of 6.00 ha,
as recommended by the REC,
penalty (Penal NPV) of 2 times
of NPV plus 12 percent simple
interest till the deposit is made
for an area of 6.00 ha as per
provisions  made  in  the
comprehensive  hand  book
under section 1.21 (ii) (a) and
as the User Agency is a Central
PSU,  20%  of  the  above
mentioned  penalty  shall  be
charged as per  the provisions
made  in  the  comprehensive
hand book under section 1.21
(ii) (b).

: It  is  submitted that,  the User Agency has
paid  an  amount  of  Rs.15.92500  lakh  as
recommended by the REC, penalty (Penal
NPV)  of  2  times  of  NPV  plus  12  percent
simple interest till the deposit is made for
an area of 6.00 ha as per provisions made
in  the  comprehensive  hand  book  under
section 1.21 (ii) (a) and as the User Agency
is  a  Central  PSU,  20%  of  the  above
mentioned penalty shall be charged as per
the provisions made in the comprehensive
hand book under section 1.21 (ii) (b).

 (b) The violation committed by
the  user  agency  /  Forest
Department  ofcials  shall  be
dealt as per provisions made in
the comprehensive hand book
under section 1.21 (ii) (c) and
(d)  by  the  State  Government

: The  Chief  Conservator  of  Forests  ,
Visakhapatnam has reported that, the FRO,
Visakhapatnam has booked Ofence Cases
vide OR no.121/2021-22 dt:22.09.2021 and
OR no.122/2021-22,  dt:22.09.2021 on  the
User Agency. Prosecution orders have also
been issued by DFO,  Visakhapatnam vide

File No.EFS02-15035/4/2020-FCA SEC-PCCF



and  the  State  Government
shall book ofence cases on the
User Agency i.e. HPCL. 

proceedings  Rc.no.1075/2021-S5  (OR
no.121/2021-22  and  OR  no.122/2021-22
VSP), dt:22.09.2021. Copy enclosed.

Further,  the Chief  Conservator  of  Forests,
Visakhapatnam has  reported  that,  as  per
section 1.21 (ii) (c), disciplinary action has
initiated  against  the  staf concerned  and
awarded  with  penalty  as  per  AP  Civil
Service (CC&A) Rules, 1991. 

(8) No trees shall be allowed to be
felled  in  the  diverted  forest
area. 

: The  User  Agency  has  furnished  an 
undertaking to comply this condition.

(9) Prior  approval  of  the  Central
Government shall  be obtained
by  the  user  agency  following
due  process  as  prescribed
under  the  guidelines  issued
under  the  FC  Act,  1980  for
transfer of the diverted forest
area  under  subeect  proeect  to
APTRANCO  or  to  any  other
agency, department or person.

: The  User  Agency  has  furnished  an
 undertaking to comply this condition.

(10
)

Width  of  RoW  shall  be
maintained as per the standard
specification  as  per  the
Ministry’s  guidelines  and
additional forest area shall not
be  utilized  beyond  11.38  ha.
The User Agency shall  furnish
an undertaking to this efect. 

: The  User  Agency  has  furnished  an
undertaking  that,  Width  of  RoW  shall  be
maintained as per the standard specification
as per the Ministry’s guidelines and additional
forest  areas  shall  not  be  utilized  beyond
11.38 ha.

(11
)

All the funds received from the
User Agency under the proeect
shall be transferred / deposited
to CAMPA fund only through e-
portal (https://parivesh.nic.in//)

: The user agency has deposited an amount
of Rs. 185.43930 lakh towards NPC, CA and
Penal NPV to CAMPA fund only. 

Sl.
no.

Category Amount  paid by
UA (in lakh)

1 Net  Present
Value(NPV)

71,23,880

2 CA 98,27,550
3 PCA 15,92,500

Total 1,85,43,930
 

(12 Disturbance  shall  be  kept : The  User  Agency  has  furnished  an
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) minimal  by  creating  labour
camps outside the forest area
and it will be the responsibility
of  the User Agency to ensure
that  the  labourers  &  staf
engaged in execution of  work
do not  destruct  nearby  forest
flora & fauna.

undertaking  that,  disturbance  will  be  kept
minimal by creating labour camps outside
the  forest  area  and  it  will  be  the
responsibility of the User Agency to ensure
that  the  labourers  &  staf engaged  in
execution of work do not destruct  nearby
forest flora & fauna. 

(13
) 

The  User  Agency  in
consultation  with  the  State
Forest  Department  shall
prepare  and  execute  detailed
scheme  for  creation  and
maintenance  of  plantations  of
dwarf  species  (preferably
medicinal plants) in the right of
way  under  the  transmission
line at the proeect cost. 

: The  User  Agency  has  prepared  detailed
scheme  for  creation  and  maintenance  of
plantations  in  the  right  of  way under  the
transmission line for Rs 52.69 lakh. 

The user agency has raised dwarf species
in  the  RoW  of  the  Transmission  line.
Photographs are enclosed herewith.

(14
)

The  User  Agency  at  its  cost
shall  provide  bird  deflectors,
which  are  to  be  fixed  on  the
upper  conductor  of  the
transmission  line  at  suitable
intervals to avoid bird hits., 

: The  User  Agency  has  furnished  an
undertaking  to  comply  this  condition.  Copy
enclosed herewith.

(15
) 

No additional or new path will
be  constructed  inside  the
forest  area  for  the
transportation  of  construction
materials for execution of  the
proeect work. 

 

: The  User  Agency  has  furnished  an
undertaking that, no additional or new path
will  be constructed  inside the forest  area
for  the  transportation  of  construction
materials for execution of the proeect work.
Copy enclosed herewith.

(16
)

Future  pollarding  /  pruning  of
trees  will  be  done  with  the
permission  of  the  local  forest
ofcer wherever necessary for
the  maintenance  of  the
transmission lines. 

: The user agency has agreed for compliance of
this condition.

(17
)

The User Agency shall provide
firewood,  preferably  alternate
fuel  to  the  labourers  and  the
staf and the  staf working  at
the  site  so  as  to  avoid  any
damage  and  pressure  on  the

: The  user  agency  has  furnished  an
undertaking  to  comply  this  condition.  Copy
enclosed herewith.
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adeacent forest area. 

(18
)

The layout plan of the proposal
shall  not  be  changed  without
prior  approval  of  the  Central
Government. 

: The  user  agency  has  furnished  an
undertaking  to  comply  this  condition.  Copy
enclosed herewith.

(19
)

The User Agency and the State
Government  shall  ensure
compliance  to  all  the  Acts,
Rules,  Regulations  and
Guidelines  of  the Ministry,  for
the  time  being  in  force,  as
applicable to such proeect and
all other mandatory clearances
required for such transmission
line proeects shall be obtained
by the User Agency 

: The  User  Agency  and  the  State
Government shall ensure compliance to all
the Acts, Rules, Regulations and Guidelines
of the Ministry, for the time being in force,
as applicable to such proeect and all other
mandatory  clearances  required  for  such
transmission line proeects shall be obtained
by the User Agency. The User Agency has
furnished an undertaking to this efect.

(20
)

Any  other  condition  that  the
Regional  Ofcer,  Integrated
Regional  Ofce,  Vieayawada
may impose from time to time
in the interest of Aforestation,
conservation and management
of flora and fauna in the area
shall  be complied by the User
Agency.

 

: The  User  Agency  has  furnished  and
undertaking that, any other condition that
the  Regional  Ofcer,  Integrated  Regional
Ofce, Vieayawada may impose from time
to  time  in  the  interest  of  Aforestation,
conservation and management of flora and
fauna in the area shall be complied by the
User  Agency.  The  User  Agency  has
furnished an undertaking to this efect.

(21
) 

In  the  event  of  failure  to
comply with any of the above
conditions the User  Agency is
liable  for  penal  action  as  per
the  provisions  made  in  the
Rules / guidelines issued under
FCA,1980.

 

: The  User  Agency  has  furnished  and
undertaking that, in the event of failure to
comply  with  any  of  the  above  conditions
the user agency is liable for Penal action as
decided by  the  Additional  PCCF (Central),
Regional Ofce, Chennai. Copy enclosed.

(22
) 

The  State  Government  shall
process  and  submit
compliance  report  on  the
above  conditions  through
online (https://parivesh,nic.in/).

: The Condition-wise compliance  report  has
been  processed  through  online
(https://parivesh,nic.in/).

 

The compliance report in (2) sets is submitted herewith.
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The  Government  are  therefore  requested  to  forward  the  same  to  the
Government of India, MoEF &CC, IRO, Vieayawada  to accord Stage –II (fnal)
approval to the subeect proposal at the earliest.

       
                                                            Yours faithfully

Encl:-  As  above                                               
                                                                 Y Madhusudhana Reddy Ifs     

    Prl. Chief Conservator of Forests 
   Head of Forest Force(FAC)

 
 

Copy to the Chief Conservator of Forests, Visakhapatnam Circle, Visakhapatnam.

Copy to the District Forest Ofcer, Visakhapatnam for information and necessary
action.

Copy to the Copy to the Chief Manager, HPCL Visakha Refinery,  Post Box-15,
Visakhapatnam for information and necessary action.
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