
GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
FOREST DEPARTMENT

 
From
Sri Chiranjiv Choudhary, IFS.,
Prl. Chief Conservator of Forests &
Head of Forest Force , 
Andhra Pradesh, 
Mangalagiri – 522 503.

To
The Spl. Chief Secretary to Government,
Environment, Forests, Science 
& Technology Department, 
Andhra   Pradesh, Velagapudi, 
Guntur District.

 
Ref.No.EFS02-15026/14/2020-FCASEC-PCCF/FCA-3,

dated:  03/09/2024  .  
Sir, 
Sub:
-

APFD – Forest Conservation Act, 1980 – Proposal for diversion of 2.99 ha of
forest land in Compartment No.978, Gilmanfeld RF, Visakhapatnam Range
&  Division  for  installation  of  desalination  plant  in  favour  of  Divi’s
Laboratories Ltd., Visakhapatnam– In-principle (Stage-I) approval accorded –
Condition wise compliance report – Submission - Reg.

Ref:- 1. Government  of  India,  Ministry  of  Environment  Forests  &  Climate
Change, Regional Ofce, Chennai F.No.4-APB196 /2022-Vij/62, dt:06-
01-2023 through GoAP Memo No.2631/Section.II/2022/1895457, EFS&
T (Section-II) Dept., dt:11.01.2023. 

2. Prl.Chief  Conservator  of  Forests  (HoFF)  A.P.  Guntur
Rc.No.15026/14/2020-PCCF/FCA-3, dt31.01.2023 

3. District Forest ofcer, Visakhapatnam  Ref.No. 1271/2020-TO 
dt.01.09.2023. 

4. District Forest ofcer, Parvathipuram Ref.No.4028/2021/A3 
dt.05.09.2023 

5. CCF, Visakhapatnam Rc.No.1048/2021/TO, dt.08.09.2023 (received 
through e-mail, dt.26.12.2023. 

6. CCF, Visakhapatnam Rc.No.1048/2021/TO, dt.27.08.2024 (received 
through e-mail, dt.27.08.2024 

 
*******

 
The Ministry of Environment Forests & Climate Change, Regional Ofce,

Government of  India,  Chennai  Ref.  F.No.4-APB196 /2022-Vij/62 through Memo
No.2631/Section.II/2022/1895457,  EFS&T  (Section-II)  Dept.,  GoAP  has
communicated In-Principle (Stage-I) approval  for diversion of 2.99 ha of forest
land in Compartment No.978, Gilmanfeld RF, Visakhapatnam Range & Division
for  installation  of  desalination  plant  in  favour  of  Divi’s  Laboratories  Ltd.,
Visakhapatnam. Further it has been requested to furnish compliance report on
conditions  stipulated  in  the  Stage-I  approval  for  taking  further  action  in  the
matter.

 
   In pursuance to the above,  CCF/CF, Visakhapatnam  in the reference 5th

and 5th cited has submitted compliance report to the conditions stipulated in
Stage-I approval  based on the reports furnished by the DFO, Visakhapatnam  in
the reference 3rd & 4th cited . The user Agency has uploaded compliance report
in ONLINE on 22.12.2023. The details are as under,

 
S.No Stipulated conditions as per

GoI,F.No.4-APB196 /2022-Vij/62
 Compliance report
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through Memo
No.2631/Section.II/2022/1895457,

EFS& T (Section-II) Dept, GoAP
(i) Legal  status  of  the  diverted  forest

land shall remain unchanged.
: Necessary  undertaking  submitted

by  the user agency to comply with
this condition has been enclosed. 

(ii) The  demarcation  of  the  proposed
forest  area  shall  be  carried  out  by
erecting 4 feet high cement concrete
pillars duly numbered at an interval of
20 meters at the cost of User Agency.

: The demarcation  of  the proposed
forest area has been carried out by
erecting  4  feet  high  (38  no.s)
cement  concrete  pillars  duly
numbered  at  an  interval  of  20
meters  as  reported.  Hence  the
condition is complied.
 

(iii) The  User  Agency  shall  construct
retaining wall  or  link fencing around
the diverted areas at the project cost.

: It has been reported that the chain
link  fence  has  been  erected
around  the  diverted  area  by  the
user agency.  Hence the condition
is complied.
 

(iv) The  State  Forest  Department  shall
carry out Compensatory Aforestation
(CA) over an extent of 2.99 ha of non-
forest land i.e. 0.36 ha in Sy.No.71-2
and 2.63 ha in Sy.No s 72-1 & 72-2 in
Kuntambadevalasa  Village,
Pachipenta  (Mandal),  at  the  cost  of
the User Agency.
 
 

:

The CA to an extent of 2.99 ha in
the  non-forest  land  will  be
implemented/  carried  out  as  per
the  approved  action  plan  at  the
cost of the UA.

(v) The  State  Forest  Department  shall
raise required number of seedlings in
the identifed nearby DFL in case it is
not  possible  to  accommodate
required number of  seedlings  in  the
identifed NFL nearby DFL area where
the balance seedlings are raised and
details of DFL area may be provided
to the IRO Vijayawada for record and
monitoring purpose. 
 

: It has been reported that an extent
of  2.99 ha of  non-forest  land i.e.
0.36 ha in Sy.No.71-2 and 2.63 ha
in  Sy.Nos  72-1  &  72-2  in
Kuntambadevalasa  Village,
Pachipenta  (Mandal),
Parvathipuram  Manyam  district
towards CA has been handed over
to  the  dept.  The  same  will  be
raised  by  DFO,  Parvatipuram
Manyam in due course of time as
the  necessary  funds  for  raising
required number of seedlings have
been  deposited  by  the  user
agency.
 
DFO,  Parvatipuram  Manyam  has
reported that action will be taken
to  raise  the  seedlings  of  1000
plants  per  hectare  in  2.99  of  CA
land. As in case, it is not possible
to accommodate in NFL area, the
balance seedlings will be raised in
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DFL area in the adjacent  Kuntam
RF.

(vi) Display  board  clearly  mentioning
legal  status  of  the CA area shall  be
erected  and  DFO  shall  sensitize
nearby  Villagers  regarding
applicability  FCA,  1980  and  other
provisions  of  the  IFA  1972  on  such
land to avoid encroachments.  

: Display board will be erected duly
mentioning legal status of the CA
land with  relevant  information  as
per  Part-C  (B)  (i)  (b)  of  Forest
Conservation  Rules  2003  at  a
prominent  place  to  sensitize  the
nearby  villagers  and  to  avoid
encroachments . 

(vii) Since,  large  number  of  Casuarina
trees are proposed to be felled under
the project which are acting as a wind
barrier,  proper  shelter  belt
plantations  wherever  possible,  shall
be raised, around the diverted forest
area,  at  the cost  of  user  agency so
that  such  plantations  may  act  as
Shelter  Belts  &  tackle  wind  erosion.
Therefore,  to  achieve  this,  the  DFO
concerned  shall  prepare  a  specifc
scheme with detailed fnancial outlay
and submit the same along with the
Compliance Report. The User Agency
shall  deposit  such  cost  into  the
designated CAMPA account only.  

: An amount  of  Rs.5,48,241 /-  was
deposited  in  the  designated
CAMPA account towards raising of
Shelter Belt plantation around the
diverted  forest  area.  Hence  the
condition is complied.
 

(viii) Wherever  possible,  the User  Agency
shall  take  up  similar  plantations  on
the  bordering  areas  within  the
diverted forest land at their cost. An
undertaking  to  this  efect  shall  be
submitted by the User Agency along
with the compliance report. 

: The  necessary  "Undertaking"  for
compliance  of  this  condition  has
been  submitted  by  the  user
agency.

(ix) Identifed  CA  area  shall  not  be
changed  without  prior  approval  of
Central Government. 

: Instructions are noted.

(x) Entire non –forest land identifed over
an  extent  of  2.99  ha  of  non-forest
land  i.e.  0.36  ha  in  Sy.No.71-2  and
2.63  ha  in  Sy.Nos  72-1  &  72-2  in
Kuntambadevalasa  Village,
Pachipenta  (Mandal),  for  raising
compensatory  aforestation  shall  be
transferred and mutated in favour of
the State Forest Department and shall
be  notifed  as  RF/PF  before  issue of
the Stage-II  clearance.  Copy of such
notifcation shall  be submitted along
with the compliance report. 

: Non-forest  land  of an  extent  of
2.99 ha (in two bits i.e.,Bit-1: 0.36
ha and Bit-2: 2.63 ha)  in Sy.No.71-
2  &  Sy.No.72-1,72-2  in
Kuntambadevalasa  village,
Pachipenta Mandal, Parvathipuram
Manyam  district  have  been 
notifed  under  Section  24  of  A.P.
Forest Act,  1967 vide A.P. State
Gazette in  W.No.32-G.393  &
G394 dt.14.08.2024. Copies of
the notifiations under Seition
24 of A.P Forest Ait, 1967 are
enilosed.
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(xi) The  State  Government  shall  charge
the  Net  Present  Value  (NPV)  of  the
diverted  forest  land  measuring  2.99
ha from the User Agency as per the
orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court
dated 28.03.2008 and 09.05.2008 in
IA nos. 826 in 566 with related IA’s in
Writ Petition (Civil) No.202/1995 and
Ministry’s  guideline  no.5-3/2011-
FC(Vol-I)  dated:  06.01.2022  and
clarifcation  issued  vide  letter
dated:19.01.2022 and 22.03.2022.

: Rs.  28,63,762/-(Rs.  Twenty
eight  lakh  Sixty  three
thousand  Seven  hundred  and
Sixty  Two  only)  towards  the
Net  Present  Value  (NPV)  has
been  deposited  by  the  user
ageniy as per the demand notice
issued.
 
(Copy of the e-challan enclosed.)

(xii) Additional amount of the Net Present
Value  (NPV)  of  the  diverted  forest
land  if  any,  becoming  due  after
revision of  the same by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court of India in future, shall
be charged by the State Government
from  the  User  Agency.  The  User
Agency shall furnish an under taking
to this efect. 

:  The  user  agency  has  furnished
necessary  "undertaking"  for
compliance of this condition. 

(xiii) All the funds received from the User
Agency  under  the  project  shall  be
transferred  /  deposited  to  CAMPA
fund  only  through  e-portal
(http://parivesh.nic.in/).

: User agency has deposited all the
funds,  Rs.67,25,303/-  to  CAMPA
account  through  e-portal
(http://parivesh.nic.in/).  Hence the
condition is complied.

(xiv) The user agency shall obtain all such
clearances  required  for  the  project
including CRZ clearance if necessary,
prior to the execution of the project
and  State  Government  shall  ensure
strict compliance to that efect.   

:  User  agency  has  submitted  an
"Undertaking"  earlier  for
compliance of  this condition prior
to  Stage-1  compliance.  However,
the user agency vide Lr. No. DLL-
2/0823/14,  dated  22-08-2023  has
submitted following information.
 

1. As per the CRZ Notifcation
2019,  setting  up  of
‘desalination plants’ in CRZ-
IB, II & III are permitted. 

2. Unless the 2.99 ha of forest
land  in  the  Compartment
No.  978  of  Gilmanfeld  RF,
Visakhapatnam  is  diverted,
we cannot apply for the CRZ
permission. 

3. The condition no. XIV states
that  'the user agency shall
obtain  all  such  clearances
required  for  the  project
including  CRZ  clearance  if
necessary,  prior  to  the
execution of the project and
the  State  government  shall
ensure  strict  compliance  to
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that efect’ 
 
The  user  agency  has  further
informed  that  they  had
approached  APCZMA  for  CRZ
clearance  for  the  desalination
plant and it was confrmed that the
industry  shall  obtain  ‘Stage  2’
approval  from  the  Forest  Dept.,
after  which  they  can  send  the
proposal  to  NCSCM  through
APCZMA  for  marking  of  diverted
land on CRZ map. 
 
It is informed by user agency that
the  NCSCM  authorities  have  also
confrmed the same. 
 
The  user  agency  has  further
confrmed  that  they  will  submit
their application to the APCZMA for
CRZ  clearance  soon  after  receipt
of  “Stage  2”  approval  from  the
Forest Department.

(xv) The User Agency shall ensure that no
discharge  of  efuents  post
desalination shall be released into the
adjoining  forest  area  and  also  shall
ensure that no plastics or any other
wastage  is  dumped in  the  adjoining
forest  areas.  An  undertaking  to  this
efect shall  be furnished by the user
agency  along  with  the  compliance
report.

:  It  has been reported that  no discharge
of  efuents  post  desalination  has
been  released  into  the  adjoining
forest  area.  Necessary
"Undertaking"  for  compliance  of
this  condition  signed  by  user
agency has been submitted.

(xvi) No  residential  buildings  shall  be
constructed  in  the  diverted  forest
area.  An  undertaking  to  this  efect
shall be furnished by the user agency
along with the compliance report.

: No  residential  buildings  are
constructed in the diverted forest
area. Necessary "Undertaking" for
compliance  of  this  condition
signed  by  user  agency  has  been
provided.

(xvii) Construction  of  culverts  /  bridges,  if
any,  over  the  natural  streams  /
rivers / canals shall be done in such a
manner that it does not hamper the
natural course of water, does not give
rise  to  water-logging,  and  also  does
not  hamper  movement  of  wild
animals. 

: It  is  submitted  that  no  culverts  /
bridges  are  constructed  over  the
natural  streams  /  rivers  /  canals.
Necessary "Undertaking"  for
compliance  of  this  condition
signed  by  user  agency  has  been
provided.

(xviii) The  dug  out  material  /  overburden
shall  be  dumped  outside  the  forest
area.  Storage  of  any  material  shall
not be done in the forest area. 

: It  is  submitted  that  no  dug  out
material/overburden  is  dumped
outside the forest area. Necessary
"Undertaking"  for  compliance  of
this  condition  signed  by  user
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agency has been provided.
(xix) The layout plan of the proposal shall

not  be  changed  without  the  prior
approval of the Central Government. 

: It  is  submitted  that  necessary
"Undertaking"  for  compliance  of
this  condition  signed  by  user
agency has been provided.

(xx) The  user  agency  shall  provide  fre
wood  preferably  alternate  fuel  to
labourers working at the site to avoid
damage /  tree felling and no labour
camp shall be established inside the
forest area.

: No  labour  camp  has  been
established inside the forest area.
Necessary "Undertaking"  for
compliance  of  this  condition
signed  by  user  agency  has  been
provided.

(xxi) Disturbance  shall  be  kept  minimum
by creating labour camps outside the
forest area as far as possible and it
shall be the responsibility of the user
agency to ensure that the labourers &
staf engaged in execution of work do
not  destruct  nearby  forest  fora  &
fauna.

:  Necessary "undertaking"  for
compliance  of  this  condition
signed  by  user  agency  has  been
provided.

(xxii) The total  forest area utilized for the
project shall not exceed 2.99 ha and
the forest area diverted shall  not be
used for any purpose other that those
shown in the diversion proposal. The
user  agency  shall  furnish  an
undertaking to this efect along with
the compliance report.

: Necessary "Undertaking"  for
compliance  of  this  condition
signed  by  user  agency  has  been
provided.

(xxiii) The forest land proposed for diversion
shall  under  no  circumstances  be
transferred  or  sublet  to  any  other
agency,  department  or  person
without prior approval of the Central
Government. 

: Necessary "undertaking"  for
compliance  of  this  condition
signed  by  user  agency  has  been
provided.

(xxiv) The  User  agency  and  the  State
Government shall ensure compliance
to  provisions  of  all  Acts,  Rules,
Regulations  and  Guidelines,  for  the
time being in force, as applicable to
the project. 

: User  agency  has  submitted
necessary "Undertaking"  for
compliance  of  this  condition.  The
forest  department  has  been
monitoring  the  site  and  ensuring
compliance to rules in vogue.

(xxv) Any other conditions that the Central
Government or  Regional  Ofce,  IRO,
Vijayawada  may impose from time to
time in  the interest  of  Aforestation,
conservation  and  management  of
fora and fauna in the area, shall  be
complied by the user agency.

:  Necessary "Undertaking"  for
compliance  of  this  condition
signed  by  user  agency  has  been
provided.
 

(xxvi) In the event of failure to comply with
any of the above conditions the user
agency  is  liable  for  Penal  action  as
provisions of rules / guidelines made
under FCA,1980.  

: Necessary "undertaking"  for
compliance  of  this  condition
signed  by  user  agency  has  been
provided.

(xxvii The State  Government shall  process : Compliance  report  on  the  above
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) and submit compliance report on the
above  conditions  through  online
(https://parivesh.nic.in/)

conditions is being uploaded in the
PARIVESH portal. 

         
Further the Divisional Forest ofcer, Visakhapatnam  has reported that, the

entire forest clearance granted along with the conditions and safeguards imposed
by the Central Government in verbatim has been published in Telugu & English
Daily news papers so as to make aware of the permission granted to the project
proponent  for  use of  forest  land  for  non-forestry  purposes  and the copies  of
Forest Clearance was submitted to local bodies, Panchayats for displaying the
same in their ofces.

 
The compliance report in (2) sets is submitted herewith.
 
The Government are therefore requested to consider the above reply and

forward to the Government of India  to aiiord Stage –II (fnal) approval to the
subject proposal at the earliest.

       
                                                            Yours faithfully

Encl:- As above                                                           Chiranjiv Choudhary Ifs
          Prl. Chief Conservator of Forests 

  Head of Forest Force
  

Copy to the Chief Conservator of Forests/Conservator of Forests, Visakhapatnam
Circle, Visakhapatnam for information.
 
Copy to the Divisional Forest ofcers, Visakhapatnam & Parvathipuram Manyam
 for information and necessary action.
 
Copy to the M/s Divis Laboratory Visakhapatnam for information and necessary
action.
 
Copy to the District Collector & District Magistrate, Visakhapatnam   District for
information.
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