
No.J-11015/53/2006-IA.II(M) 

Government of India 

Ministry of Environment & Forests 

Paryavaran Bhawan, 

C.G.O.Complex, Lodi Road, 
New Delhi -110003. 

 

Dated: 2nd August 2006  

To 

Head of Department Env./CE(Civil), 

Environment Department, 

M/s Western Coalfields Ltd., 

Coal Estate, Civil Lines, 

NAGPUR – 440001. 

 

Sub: Tawa-II Underground Expansion Project (from 0.18 MTPA to 0.6 MTPA) of M/s 

Western Coalfields Ltd. (WCL), located near village Hirapalli, Tehsil Ghoradongri, 

District Betul Madhya Pradesh- environmental clearance – reg. 
 

Sir, 

 

 This has reference to Ministry of Coal’s letter No. 43011/12/2006-CPAM dated 06.02.2006 

forwarding your application and letter of M/s Coal India Ltd. dated 25.04.2006 and your letters dated 

29.05.2006 and 13.05.2006 on the above-mentioned subject. The Ministry of Environment & Forests 

has considered your application. It has been noted that the project is for expansion in production and 
lease area of existing Tawa-II Underground Coalmine Project. Expansion of the total mine lease 

area is from 207.908 ha to 520 ha. The entire lease consists of forestland, which forms part of the 

Asir RF. Forestry clearance has been obtained on 22.01.1999 for 195.20 ha (mining rights) and for 

10.0708 ha (surface rights) for infrastructure. There area no National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Biosphere Reserves found in the 10 km buffer zone. The project does not involve R&R. Mining will 

be underground by semi-mechanised method. Drilling and blasting area involved. Expansion of the 

rated capacity of the mine is from 0.18 MTPA to 0.60 million tonnes per annum (MTPA) of coal 
production.  Mineral transportation of 2000 TPD of coal is by use of 400 trucks from CHP to Satpura 

Thermal Power Station located at a distance of 11 km. Ultimate working depth of the mine is 262 m 

below ground level (bgl). Water table is in the range of 2.7- 9 m bgl in the core zone and 1-10m bgl in 

the buffer zone. Mining will intersect water table. An estimated 1315 m3/d of water will be used for 

project which includes requirement mine operation and dust suppression (900 m3/d), township (370 

m3/d) and will be met from mine sump/pit water (900 m3/d), groundwater (45 m3/d) and for 370 

m3/d (existing water supply of Pathekhera-I mine). Life of the mine at the rated capacity is 25 years. 

Public Hearing was held on 28.04.2005. NOC has been obtained on 23.07.2005. The project has been 

approved by M/s WCL on 15.11.2005. The capital cost of the project is Rs. 3643.32 lakhs. 

 

 

2. The Ministry of Environment & forests hereby accords environmental clearance for the 

above-mentioned Tawa-II Underground Expansion Coal Project of M/s WCL for production of 

coal of 0.60 MTPA rated capacity under the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Notification, 1994 and subsequent amendments thereto subject to the compliance of the terms and 

conditions mentioned below: 

 

A. Specific Conditions 
  

(i) All the conditions stipulated by the SPCB in their NOC shall be effectively implemented. 
 

(ii) No mining shall be undertaken in lease area falling in forestland for which forestry clearance 

has not been obtained under the provisions of the Forest Conservation Act, 1980. 








