


Justification for Locating Project in Forest Land 

NH-07 (Old NH-58) Rishikesh to Joshimath/Mana Road is an existing road 

passing through inhospitable hilly terrain. The road is important from religious, 

tourism, and defence point of view. This road was constructed and maintained by 

the Border Road Organization since inception. Keeping in view the fact that lakhs 

of pilgrims, tourists, defence personnels and the common people of the Pauri, 

Chamoli, Rudraprayag and Tehri district travel in this road every year , Ministry of 

Road Transport and Highways (MoRT&H) has taken a decision to undertake 

widening, geometric improvement and strengthening of the road in question to 

ensure safely of the commuters. 

Since, the widening, geometric improvement and strengthening work only 

has been proposed along the alignment of the existing road and the existing road is 

passing through forest land, hence the forest land can't be avoided and there is no 

other feasible alternative which involves less forest land. 
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