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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Tqlq{sr,E-dqtidrqcftqdadTrfrq

MINISTRY OF ENVII{ONMENT, FORESTS & CLIMATE
CHANGE

Integrated Regional Office
l" Floor Additional Office Bloch for CpOA, Shastri Bhawan,

Haddows Road, Nungambakkam, Chennai -600 006
e-mail: t:q.nroefccc@gov. i n

F.N o.4-TN R,025 / 2022-CH N /
Date; g rStoctober, 2o2z

ilas
To,

The Additional Chief secretary to the Government of Tamil Nadu,
Environr.ent & Forests Departrnent,
Secretariat, Fort St. George, Chennai - 600 009.

Subiect: Diversion of. 0.426 ha of forest land in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve for
laying of optical Fiber Cable along the Theppakkadu, Masinagudi
and Moyar Road section in the Nilgiris District in favour of M/s.
Reliance ]io Infocomm Limited, Chennai- Reg.

Madam,
Please refer to the State Government's letter No. 17592/FR.10/2020-6 datecl

1.0.\0.2022, and online proposal No.FP/TN / otherc/ 24406 / 2017, seeking prior
approval of the Central Government for diversion of forest land in accordanie with
section'2' of Forest (conservation) Act, 1980 for the above mentioned proiect.

After careful consideration of the proposal of the State Government, I am
hereby directed to convey the Central Government's approval (stage-r) under
Section'2' of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion of 0.426 ha of forest land
T Mudumalai Tiger Reserve for laying of Optical Fiber Cable along the
Theppakkadu, Masinagudi and Moyar Road section in the Nilgiris District in fivour
of M/s. Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited, Chennai, for a perio d-of 25 years, subject to
the following conditions:-

(i) Legal status of the diverted forest land shall remain unchanged;

Demarcation of the proposed forest area shall be carried out by erecting 4
feet high cement concrete pillars duly numbered at the appropriite
distance as decided by the DFo concerned, at the cost of User agency;

(ii)

(ii0 The State Government shall charge the Net Present Value of the cliverted
forest land measuring 0.426 ha from the User Agency as per the orders of
the Hon'ble Supreme Court dated 28.03.2008 and 09.05.2008 in IA Nos.826
in 566 with related IA's in writ petition (Civil) No.202/1,995 and
Ministry's guideline No. 5-3/2011-FC(vol-I) dated 06.01.2022 and
clarification issued vide letter dated 19.01.2022 and 22.03.2022
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(i") Additional arnount of the Net present Value (NPV) of the. diverted forest

land if any, becomi.g a'" after revision of the same by the-Hon'ble

Supreme Court of i,-'aiu in future' shall be charged by the State

Government from the User Agency' The User Agency shall furnish an

undertaking to this effec!

(v) All the funds received from the User AgencY under the Project shall be

transferred/ dePosited to
(nttps:tharnesn.nl ;

CAMPA fund onlY through e-Portal

(ri) The maximum size of the trench shall not exceed 2'00 mtr depth' 14'20

Kmlengthand0.30mtrwidth.Theforestlandshallberestoredtoits
original state after laying the same;

(vii) The User Agency sh,al] lbtain prior "pPl"-"{ 
from the competent

authority ,r.ri". wildlife protection Act, 1972. The state Government

shallensureallnecessaryclearancesfortheproiectundervariousActs/
Rules/guidelinesbeforehandingoveroftheforestareatotheUAfor
non forestry PurPose;

(viii) The layout plan of the proposal shall not be changed without the prior

approval of the Central Government;

(ix) No labour camP shall be established on the forest land'

(x)DisturbanceshallbekeptminimalbycreatinglabourCampsoutsidethe
forest area as far as possible and it will be ttre responsibility of the User

Agencytoensurethatthemachinery'labourers&staffengagedin
executionofworkshallnotdestructnearbyforestflora&fauna;

(*i) Sufficient firewood, preferably the alternate fuel, shall be provided by the

user Agency to the'labourei after purchasing the same from the state

Forest D"partrrrent or the Forest Developm".ri cotpotation or any other

legal source of alternate fuel'

(xii) No tree felling shall be carried out by the User Agency;

(xiii) The forest land proposed for diversion shall under no circumstances be

transferredorsublettoanyotheragency,departmentorPersonwithout
prior approval of the Central Government;

(xiv) The total forest area utilized for the project shall not exceed 0'426 ha and

the forest area diverted shall not be ,L"d fo, any purPose other than those

shown in the diversion ProPosal;

(*')UserAgencyandtheState.Governmentshallensurecomplianceto
provisions oi ,r.," all Acts, Rules, Regulations and Guidelines, for the time

teing in force, as applicable to the project;
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(xvi) Any other conditions that the Central Government or Regiolal
officer(Central) of the Integrated Ilegional Office, Chennai rnay impose
from time to time in the interest of afforestation, conservation and
management of flora and fauna in the area, shall be complied by the User
Agency;

(xvii) In the event of failure to comply with any of the above conditions the user
agency is liable for penal action as per the provisions in Ministry's
guidelines.

After receipt of the compliance report on above mentioned conditions, the
proposal will be considered for final approval. This in-principle approval shall be
valid for a period of 5 years from the date of issue of this letter. In the event of norr-
compliance of the above conditions, this in-principle approval sl-rall automatically
stand revoked after 5 years.

Yours faithfully,

sd/-
(K.Karthikeyan)

Assistant Inspector General of Forests (Central)

Copy to:-
1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Forest

Department, Guindy Velachery Main Road, Guindy, Chennai - 32
2. The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests/Nodal Officer (FCA),

Office of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Forest
Department, Guindy Velachery Main Road, Guindy, Chennai - 32

3. Inspector General of Forests (Central), MoEF&CC, Indira Paryavaran Bhavan,
Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj, New Delhi-110003 for information;

4. M/s Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited, No.89 Dr Radhakrishnan Salai Mylapore
Chennai, Tamil Nadu-600004. balsamv.thirunaealinsam@ril.com

5. Cuard file.

sd/-
(K.Karthikeyan)

Assistant Inspector General of Forests (Central)

3 Signed by Karthikeyan K

Date: 31-1 0-2022 12:47'.40

Reason: Approved


