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PART -V

(To be filled by the Secretary in Charge of Forest Department or by any

other authorized officer of the State Government not below the rank of an
Under Secretary)

Diversion of 633.19 ha of Forest Land in favour of CCL
Jfor Kotre Basantpur Pachmo OCP under Ramgarh Forest

Division.
18. Recommendation of the State Government

(Adverse comments made by any officer of authority in Part- B or
Part — C or Part- D above should be specifically commented upon)

Recommended for diversion of 633.19 ha of Forest land

with conditions as stated in the forwarding letter no.l153~
dated-23 95 X851, .
-
",

Rajdeep Sa/njay Lal John

Joint Secretary
Forest, Environment & Climate Change Department

Jharkhand Ranchi.

(Official Seal)

Date:

Place: Ranchi
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1) The above refereed subject matter Kotre, Basantpur and Pachmo coal mining project proposals

2)

3)

of M/s Central Coal Field (CCL) limited contains proposals for Forest land diversions in a
linked extended forest areas of Kotre, Basantpur, Pachanda, Hurdag, Rahwan, Baghraiya,
Purnapani, and Pachmo forests that includes of 633.19 Hectare in Ramgarh Forest Division
and of 372.98 Hectare in Bokaro Forest Division and therefore from the wildlife conservation
point of view an integrated Site Specific Wildlife Conservation Plan on a landscape level
containing the area as a whole unit is recommended with a view expressed in the following
paragraphs:-

The likelihood impact of the mining on ecology, and the flora & fauna within and adjoining
areas of the mining projects in question are expected to be assessed through subject matter
éxpert/s by the user agency. This may be done through collection of data on flora and fauna in
the landscape areas; taking the context of the list of threatened plant species endemic to region
of Jharkhand by Botanical Survey of India; and of the list of faunal endangered species of
Jharkhand by Zoological Survey of India (ZSh)- (RAJYA SABHA question no 1662 of Shri
Parimal Nathwani answered on 09.05.2016 by Shri Prakash Javadekar MoS, MoEF&CC,GoI);
in order that scientific data are verified for monitoring and taking appropriate decision for
prevention and mitigation measures for ecology in and around the proposed rhinihg area.

The forest areas of Kotre, Basantpur, Pachanda, Hurdag, Rahwan, Baghraiya, Purnapani, and
Pachmo and nearby forests have intensive coal mines areas spread from South-west to the
South-East e.g. the CCL coal mines of Tapin mines, Parej mines, Tata’s west Bokaro, mines
Ghatotand , Kedla OCP, Jharkhand OCP etc. In view of this scenario of elephant movement
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4)

6)

zones have already got restricted due to severe fragmentation of the wildlife habitats around
the project area. And elephant population spreading into new areas in Jharkhand -now found
‘1 atleast 29 forest divisions of Jharkhand including that of Ramgarh & Bokaro, and thereby
expansion, of the conflict zones of Human- Elephant conflict incidences in Jharkhand (Ref:
Strategic Action Plan for East-Central Indian Region for Conservation of Elephant with special
emphasis on Human-Elephant conflict, MoEF&CC Gol Project Elephant Division F.No. 7-
5/2000-PE (Pt.) dated 6" May 2019).

Hence special emphasis from user agency will also be needed to restrict the conflict zone. This
may be done by dedicated support from user agency by supporting and promoting Human-
Elephant Co-existence Zone for taking welfare of elephants as well as human in the vicinities
of the project areas through wildlife mitigation measures like promoting community crop
guarding supported by watchtowers (Assam) & “Gajabandhu” of Odisha , providing safe bins
or community pucca godowns for storing food grains (Odisha Practice Khani-dhaan),
establishing pre-alert system in the area sharing the location of elephant herds and lone bulls,
street lights in the villages, suitable over/underpasses on elephant path obstructions to be
identified as project builds up, or keeping secure free habitat for elephant movement with
bamboos and other preferred plants by elephants. with sufficient water provision.

In view of above, and the refereed subject matters being related to Open Cast Coal Mining, the

user agency should get pl‘epéfed, with the help of subject matter specialists, within and in 10

km circumference of the Project proposal area; an “Integrated Site Specific Wildlife
Conservation, Management and Mitigation Plan”; keeping exclusive strategic action plan
chapter for managing elephants, and Human-Elephant Co-existence Zone; and a chapter on the
plan area data collection on threatened plant species endemic to region of Jharkhand & faunal
endangered species, and the prevention and mitigation measures for ecology within and
adjoining areas of the proposed mining project areas, at the Project Cost; and in close
consultations with and the directions of the Divisional forest officers of Ramgarh Forest
Division, Bokaro Forest Division, and Conservator of Forests Bokaro. A time bound
implementation of the prepared wildlife conservation plan shall be done.

The user agency shall take will adequate measures to ensure that the prospecting activities do
not harm the wildlife in the area.
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