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Date: 24f6f.Uro arv, 2a25

To,

The Additional Chief Secretarv to the Got'ernment of Tamil Nadu,
Environment, Climate Change &Forests Deparlment,
Secretariat, Fort St. George, Cherrnai - 600 009.

Subiech Diversion of 5.583L ha of forest area (5.5181 ha in two segments) in
Thoppur RF and 0.{b5 ha (in two segments} in Gumrnanur RF of
Dharmapuri FD for laying underground 24 Inches dia Steel Gas
pipeline with Optical Fibre Catrle duct for the KKBMPL gas pipe line in
Dharmapuri District in favour of GAIL India Limited, Tamil Nadu,
T.Nagar, Chennai - Reg.

Madam,
Please refer to the State Gor.ernment's letter Nos.195lFR.1,0/2A25-l dated

03.02.2025 and online proposal No.FP/TN /Pipebne/50d;03/202A, seeking prior
approval of the Central Government for dir,ersion of forest land in accordance with Yan
(Sanrakshan Er.am Samroarrihan) Adhinil'am, 1980 for the above-mentioned project.

After careful consideration of the proposal of the State Government, and lvith the
recoflunendation of the 73'd Regional Empor.r..ered Comndttee (REC) meeting held on
27.02.2025, I am herebr. directed to convev the Central Goternment's In-principle
approval (Stage-D under \ran (Sanrakshan Ei.am Samr.ardhan) Adhinivam, 1980, for
diversion of 5.5831 ha of forest area (5.5L8L ha in two segments) in Thoppur RF and
0.065 ha (in two segments) in Gummanur RF of Dhar:napuri FD for laying
underground,24Inches dia Steel Gas pipeline with Optical Fitrre Catrle duct for the
KKBMPL gas pipe line in Dharmapuri District in favour of GAIL India Limited
Tanril Nadu, f.Nugua Chennai, foi a period of 2O years,subject to the folloruing
conditions:-
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(t Legal status of the diterted forest land shall renlairr unchangert

(ii) Demarcation of the proposed forest area sh*llbe carried out bv erecting 4 feet
high cement concrete pillars dulv numbered at an intertal of 20 meters at the
cast of the User Agenq.;

(iii) The State Gor.ernment shall charge the Net Present \,-alue of the rliverted
forest land measuring 5.5831ha from the tiser Agencl. as per the orders of the
Hon'ble Suprerne Court dated 28.03.2008 arrd 09.05.2008 in IA Nos.8?6 in 566
rt'ith related IA's in \{rit Petitic}n (Ciril) No.202/1995 iurcl N,{inistrv's
guideline No. 5-3/2011-FC[rol-I) dated 06,.01.2022 and clari-ficaticn issued
r.ide letter dated '19.07.207? and 22.03.2022;

(ir,) Additianal amount of the Net Present Value (NPV) of the di.c.erted forest land
if anr,, becoming due after rerrision of the srune br. the Hon'ble Supreme
Court o{ India in future, shall be chargecl by the State Gor.ernrnent from the
User Agency, The Llser Agencv shall furnish an undertaking to this effect;

(.') A11 the funds receir.ecl from the User Agency under the projet-t shall t're

transferred/ dep:osited to CAMPA fund onl)' through e-portal
rir.,es/1.rufu:

ti'i) The State Forest Departrrrent sha].lr:arry out compensatory a{forestatio}l over
an extent o{ 5.583L ha of non-forest land (4.i1431 ha in Sy.No. 692/29 and 1.14
ha in Sy.No.69{30 of Kammampatti Vi}lage) and 10 ha of DFL area in
Kadathur Reserve Forests as per Compensatory Afforestation Scheme
including mainte*ante for a period of L0 years, at the cost of the User
Agenc,v;

{r'ii) The State Forest Department shall also ensure that identified patches of CA
land under different proposals may be consolidated while laying fencing
and ensure that extent of non-forest land should tre received in compliance
to the provision of Rule No. 13 af Van (Sanr*kshan Evam Samvardhan)
Rules,2*23:

isiii) Identified CA area and CA scheme shall not he changed without prior
approval of Cenkal Governmenf

{ix) The entire non-forest land proposed for CA over an extent of 5.5831 ha of
non-forest land (4.4431 ha in Sy.No. 69429 and 1.14 ha in Sy,No.692l30 of
Kammampatti Village) shal1 be transferred and mutated in the name o{
Forest Departnrent and notified as RF/PF prior to Stage-II appror.al. A copl'
of the original notification r{eclaring the non-forest land under Section 4 or
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Section 29 of the Indian Forest Act, 1.937, or under the relevant section of the
State Fcrest Act, shall he submitted b}, the State Gor.ernment along r.t ith the
compliance report;

The KML file of the forest area to be diverted and CA area shall be
uploaded on the e-green watch portal.

t/ 99A77/ ?0?'

{"}

(xi) The User Agency shall ensure that after laying of gas pipe line, the muck
generated is track filled antl the area should be restored to its natural state.

("iii) The State Forest Department shall take up soil moisture conservation
measures to prevent soil erosion at the cost of the User Agency;

(xir:) The layout plan *f the proposal shall not he changed rt'ithout the prior
app16v;1| of the Cenkal Governrnenf

(*") The Liser Agencv shall provicle fire rt-ood preferably alternate ftrel to
labourers rtc,rking at the site to avoid damage/tree felling anr{ no labour
camp shall be established inside the forest area;

(xrrii Disturtrance shall be kept rtlinimum bl. creating labour carnps outside the
forest area as far as possible and it shail be the responsibilitv of the [-iser
Agency to ensure that the labourers& staff engaged in execution of work elo

not destruc-t nearl=rv forest flora & fauna;

(xvii) The totai forest area utilized lor the project shall not exceed 5.5831ha ancl the
foresl area divertecl shall not tre used for ail'purpose other than those shorvn
in the dirersion proposal. The User Agency shall furnish an undertaking to
this efferb

(xviii) The {orest land proposed for diversion shall under no circumstances be
transferred or sublet to an1' cther agenc], department or person l.ithout prior
apPrcrvs] of the Central Governrnenl;

(xix) No additional or nert paths will L-le r'onstructed inside the forest area for
karrsportation of conskuction materials for execution of the project rl"ork.
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(*n) Er.en though 609 trees of spontaneous origin is marked for felling, the tiser
Agencv shall restrict the felling of trees to nrinimum numt:er in the diverted
forest land and the trees shall be felled under the strict supervision of the
State Forest Department and the cost of feliing of kees shall be deposited by
the L'lser Agencv lr.ith the State Forest Departmenf



2124125,4:55 PM PDF.js viewer

+.TN8138/ZOZ4.CHN tt\Ea/?/?o?

(*") The Liser Agene"r.. and the State Gorrerrunellt shafl ensure comFliarrce to
pror:isions of the all Acts, Rules, Regulations and Guitlelines, for the time
being in force, as applicable to the project;

(xxi) Anv other conditions that the Central Gor.ernment or Deputy Director
General of Forests (Centrai) of Regional Office, Chennai ma1, impose from
time to time in the inierest of afforestation, consenration and manage,ment of
tlora and fauna in the area, shall he cornplied hv the l-lser Agencl.;

(xxii) In the el.ettt of faiiure to cornpl1. rt'ith ant, of the abor.e canditions the Llser
Agency is liable for penal action as per the rules / guidelines issued under
Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam. 1980;

(xxiii) The State Government shaLl process and submit compiiance report on the
abole conditions firough online (hrtf'q:// parii'esh.nic.in1 );

-dfter rereipt of the compliance report on ahove mentioned conditions, the
proposal will be considered for final approval. Where compliance of condition
imposed in the'In-principle'approval is awaited from the State Government, as the
case may tre, for more than fwo years, the'In-Principle'approval shall be deemed to
tre nuII and vcid.

Yours faithfully,

Sigrt€d by lGrthikeyan

m[flr ror516:so:r6
(K.Karthikeyan)

Assistant Lrspector General of Forests (Central)
Copv to:-

1. The Principal C;hief Conserrrator of Forests, Govt. of Tanril Nadu, Forest
Department, Guindv Veiachen Main Road, Guindl.', Chennai - 32

2. The Add1. Principal Chief Conserrratar of Forests/Nodal Ofiicer (FCA), Of{ice
of the Prinr:ipal Chief Conservator of Forests, Govt. of Tarnil Nadu, Forest
Department, Guind-v Velachery Main Road, Guinclv, Chennai - 32.

3. The IGF, RO(HQ) Division, Ministry of Environment, Farests & Climate
Change, Indira Parl.an aran Bhar.an, Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj, X$e.w Delhi -3.

4. Toint C.hief Exec-uti.i'e Officer, National CAMPA, hdira Par\rataran Bhar,r'an,

.for Bagh Road, Aligertj, Ner+'Delhi-3.
5. Gail lndia Lirnited Tarnil Nadu, Ner,r.l.tro 4 Old No 60 5th Floar Kuppu.drcatle

\renkahrarayana Road T Nagar Chennai-600017
(E-Mail: rar.ichandran@ gai.L.co.in)

6. Guard File.

sd/-
(K.Karthikeyan!

Assistanl Inspector General of Forests (Central)
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