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Background note on the proPosal

The Nandan channe l  p ro jec t  commenced in  the  year  1970 as  per  the  G 'O.No.1947

pWD dated 26.09.1970 and was completed in the year t976. i .e. ,  pr ior  to 1980. The

present project  proposal  submit ted by Execut ive Engineer,  Lower Ponnaiyar Basin

Divis ion,  PWD (user agency) aims at  laying concrete pipes to the exist ing canal  to

avoid f requent s i l tat ion by f lowing water which demand maintenance. Since the

project  is  carr ied out in the exist ing canal  route,  a l ternate al ignment does not ar ise.

The project  shal l  ensure dr inking water supply to the publ ic.  I t  is  informed by the

project  author i t ies that  the pipel ines wi l l  be la id using possible crane without

damaging any vegetat ion or excavat ion of  earth inside the reserve forest '

Legal  status and area detai ls

The Nandan channe l  i s  a  minor  i r r iga t ion  ear then cana l  pass ing  th rough the

pakkamalai  reserve forest  of  Gingee range in Vi luppuram div is ion'  The canal  passes

through the reserve forest  and then through a stretch of  pat ta lands within the

reserve forest  and then again through the reserve forest .  Hence, there are two

patches of  reserve forest  involved in the proposed project .  The f i rst  patch of  channel

passes to a distance of  158m and a width of  5m thus amount ing to 0 '079 ha and the

second patch of  channel  passes to a distance of  31Bm and a width of  5m, thus
'amount ing 

to 0.097 ha. In total ,  an area of  0.176 ha reserved forest  is  proposed for

diversion against  the upgradat ion of  the exist ing canal '

Wi ld l i fe and vegetat ion

The reserve forest  area is a Southern t ropical  dry deciduous forest ,  5AC3 and is

hab i ta t  fo r  w i ld  an ima ls  ' inc lud ing  spot ted  deer ,  w i ld  boar ,  mongoose,  bonnet

macaque, python, rat  snake and cobra.  The total  number of  t rees subjected for

fell ing is 110 trees belonging to Ficus racemosa and Syzygium cumini and some

miscel laneous species of  which 95 species above speci f ied gir th are included in the

l ist .  Though these trees play their  ro le as a part  of  the ecosystem component,

removing them is inevi table as they are located in the canal  bed i tsel f .  The user

agency has not yet  started the work in the reserve forest  area and hence, there is
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no violat ion of  Forest  conservat ion Act,  1980.


