
PART -V

Recommendations of the State Government

WBPDCL's proposal for diversion of 338.7 4 hectares of forest land has been

recommended by the DFO, Bankura [North) Division and the CCF, Central Circle, after site

inspection and field visits, subject to the formulation of a comprehensive Wildlife

Management Plan and a comprehensive Soil Moisture Conservation Plan.

The Nodal Officer, Forest Conservation Act, West Bengal has not recommended the

proposal primarily based on her concerns relating to the possibility of human-wildlife

conflict, and loss of elephant habitat apprehended by her.

Since the objections raised by the Nodal Officer, Forest Conservation Act, West Bengal

were related to wildlife management, the considered comments of Principal Chief

Conservator of Forests, Wildlife & Chief Wildlife Warden, were sought. The PCCF/Wildlife

& CWLW, West Bengal who is the final authority on wildlife matters has given his facl-

based assessment, and has recommended the proposal (CWLW's Note dated 26/09 /23 is

appended).

Additionally, PCCF & HoFF whose considered opinion was sought, has endorsed the

recommendationofthePCCF/Wildlife&CWLWIHoFF'snotedated 09/1,U123 appended).

The specific comments [as detailed in Part-ll, Part-lll and Part-lV), along with

observations made by PCCF/Wildlife & CWLW and PCCF/HoFF WB have been examined

in detail, and from them, the following facts emerge:

(i) The diversion site, located at the northern-most edge of the forest, is immediately

abutting the existing mining site.

tii) There have been no reported human-wildlife depredation causalities in the

vicinity of the proposed area.

(iii) The proposed area neither forms part of any established route taken by wild

elephants to access the river Damodar nor hinders the natural movement of wild

elephants.

[iv] Elephant habitat has shifted more towards Jhargram and Medinipur, thus

indicating Ieast impact on wildlife in the area proposed for diversion.

[vJ It is seen that tbrest land proposed for diversion is not part of any recognized

elephant corridor, and the diversion of this patch of forest will not have any

adverse impact on wildlife.

[viJ The forest area proposed for diversion has predominantly low-girth trees. As

detailed in Part-ll, out of the 67,755 standing trees enumerated in the area

proposed for diversion, the majority of the trees (48,581 trees) are in the girth

class 31-60 cm.

6. Thus, having considered the comments of the DFO, CCF, Nodal Officer FCA, PCCF/Wildlife

& CWLW and the PCCF & HoFF, and especially since this is a "site-specific" project (which

7.

2.

3.

4.

5,



cannot be located/shifted elsewhere), the State Government recommends the proiect
subiect to the followins safesuards:

[a] Formulation of a comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan detailing the best

practices to be adopted / implemented for the management of the Barjora micro-

habitat.

(b) Formulation of a comprehensive Soil Moisture Conservation Plan for overall

stability of the forest landscape from erosion and for augmenting the water

resources in the area.

(c) Ensuring minimalistic change in the natural drainage system within the proposed

forest diversion area.

td) Maintaining international standards of coal extraction and following all the

environmental norms as maybe specified for this project.

[e) Maintaining safety zone f buffer zone around the mine area, as per norms.

(0 Abiding by all such conditions as may be imposed for the reforestation and

afforestation efforts for the overall forest ecosystem in the area post-mining

operations.
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