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Sub: proposal for diversion of 3.4LL ha forest land for drilling location DGR in Upper

Dehing Reserved Forest [West Block) under Digboi Division in favour of oil India

Limited.

Sir,
This has got reference to the State Govt Assam letter No' FRS.B9 12020/83 dated

27.7L.2020 and ECF No. L5gg83/207 dated 02.05.2023 on the subject mentioned above

seeking prior approval of the Central Government in accordance with Section 2 of the FCA,

1980 and to say that the proposal has been examined by the Regional Empowered

Committee constituted by Central Government under Section 3 of aforesaid Act'

Aft\r careful consideration of the proposal of the State Government of Assam by the

Regional Empowered committee in its meeting held on 20.09'2022 and its

recommendation and state Govt letrer ECF No. ts9993/z0z dated 02.05.2023 and

subsequent approval of Ministry, New Delhi on 75.A7.2023 through e-office, I am to inform

that the Central Government hereby conveys its "In Principle Approval" for diversion of

3.4LL ha forest land for drilling location DGR in Upper Dehing Reserved Forest [West

Block) under Digboi Division in favour of Oil India Limited subject to the following

conditions

A. conditions which need to be complied prior to handing over of forest land by the

State Forest DePartment.

L. The user agency shall transfer, the Net Present Value (NPy) in the revised rate of

the forest land being diverted under this proposal, as per the orders of the Hon'ble

Supreme Courr of Inclia dated 2B/A3/2OOB, 24/04/2008 and 09/05 /2A08 in Writ

perition (civil) No.202/L995 and as per the guidelines issued by the Ministry vide

letters No 5-3120 07-FC dated 05.02.2009 and File No.5-3l2011-FC(Vol-l) dated



21,.03.2022, The requisite funds shall be transferred through online portal into

CAMPA account of the State concerned;

z. The user agency shall transfer the cost of raising and maintaining the compensatory

afforestation at the current wage rate in consultation with the State Forest

Department in the account of CAMPA of the concerned State through online portal'

Theschememayincludeappropriateprovisionforanticipatedcostincreasefor
works scheduled for subsequent years;

3. All the funds received from the user agency under the project shall be transferred/

deposited to CAMPA account only through e-portal (https://parivesh'nic'in/)'

Amount deposited through other mode will not be accepted as compliance of the

Stage-l clearance.

4. The compliance report shall be uploaded on e-portal I https://parivesh'nic'in/ )'

5. The KML files of the area to be diverted and the cA areas shall be uploaded on the e-

Green watch portal with all requisite details before submitting compliance report

for seeking Stage II aPProval;

6,Theuserug.nryshalldepoSitZo/oofthetotalprojectcostintotheaccountofCAMPA
which will be utilized to prepare and implement elephant centric wildlife mitigation

plan to mitigate the Human Elephant conflict and precautionary measures to

ensure free movement of the elephants in the landscape'

7. The State Govt shall ensure that under no circumstances, implementation of such

mitigating measures envisaged in Human Elephant/wildlife conflict mitigation and

wildlife conservation plan should be delayed beyond a period of 2 years to ensure

.,commencement of rejuvenation of ecosystem services lost from the forest area

allowed for non-forestry use of forest land at the earliest possible time'

B.TheStateGovtshal]submitHumanElephant/wildlifeConflictmitigationand
wildiife conservation plan approved by chief wildlife warden' Govt of Assam along

with detail cost of its implementation'
g. The NBWL clearance of the proposed area-as it is 3'1 Km from the Dehing Patkai

National pu.r. uoundary and ialls within L0 km eco sensitive zone of DPNP'

L0.stateGovtshalltakepunitiveactionagainsttheuseragencyi'e"OillndiaLimited'as
perthecommitteeconstitutedbytheMinistryinrespecttoHon'bleSupremeCourt
oflndiaorderdatedLo-oB'zOLZinciritAppealNo'9710-9711-of2018titledDr'
Kashmira I(akati Vs union of India & Ors found pollution caused by Oil India

Limitedduetoreleaseofeffluentinthearea.TheStateGovtshallfurnishthe
compliance to Sub-office, Guwahati in light of the report of the committee'

11. The State Govt shail regurarly monitor the activity undertaken by the user agency i'e

Oil India Limited and furnish the report to Sub-office, Guwahati'

12.The complete compliance of the FRA, z006 shall be ensured by way of prescribed

certificate from the District Collector;

13. The user Agency shall obtain the Environment clearance as per the provisions of

Environment (Protection) Act' 1986'

14. The boundary of the diverted forest land shall be suitably demarcated on ground at

the project cost, as per the directions of the concerned Divisional Forest 0fficer'

(



L5. Any change in the diameter of borehole and number of bore holes will be reported

to the concerned Regional Office in advance for consideration and

recommendations to the Central Government;

L6, Violation of any of these conditions will amount to violation of Forest

[conservation) Act, 1980 and action would be taken as prescribed in para t'27 of

chapter r or irre Handbook of comprehensive guidelines of Forest (conservation)

Act, 1gg0 as issued by this Minisrry'; Ietter No. 5-2/20 17'Fc dated 28'03'2019 '

B: Conditions which need to be strictry compriedon fierd after handing over of forest

land to the user agency by the Siate Forest Department but the compliance in

form of undertrli"E tttiU be submitted prior to Stage-II approval:

l",Legalstatusofthedivertedforestlandshallremainunchanged;
2,ThecompensatoryafforestationshallberaisedandmaintainedbytheStateForest

Department over 7 ha double the degraded forest land in compartment No' 114'

BlockNo.l,LakhipatharRangeinDigboiDivisioninTinsukiaDistrictatthecostof
theUserAgency.Asfaraspracticableamixtureoflocalindigenousspecieswillbe
planted and monoculture of a species has to be avoided'

3.Atthetimeofpaymentofthei..tetPresentValuetNPy]atthethenprevailingrate,
the User Agency shall furnish an undertaking to pay the additional amount of NPV'

if so determined, as per the final decision of the Hon'ble Supreme court of India;

4,Theboundaryofthedivertedforestlandshallbesuitablydemarcatedongroundat
the project cost, as per the directions of the concerned Divisional Forest 0fficer;

s. The period of diversion of the said forest land under this approval shall be for a

period co-terminus with the period of the mining lease granted under the Mines and

Minerals[DevelopmentandRegulation)Act,lgsT,asamendedandtheRules
framed there-under;

6. No la'hour camp shall be established on the forest land;

T,TheUserAgencyshallprovidefuelspreferablyalternatefuelstothelabourersand
thestaffworkingatthesitesoaStoavoidanydamageandpressureonthenearby

B. f;:?::::itiuno proposed to be diverted shau under no circumstances be

transferred to any other agency, department or person without prior approval of

the Central GovernmenU
g,Nodamagetothefloraandfaunaofthsadjoiningareashallbecaused;

10. The layout plan of the mining plan/ proposal shall not be changed without the prior

approval of the Central Government;

11. The user agency shall not expand its occupation or use surrounding forest/forest

Iandinrny-*"'nerotherwiseexpressedinthisclearance;
12'LandsodivertedshallrevertbacktotheForestDepartmentincaseitisnotneeded

for the above use after due restoration to its original status (as far as possibre and to

thesatisfactionofStateForestDepartment).

(
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13'Thepermissionforexploratorydrillingorprospectionwouldnotipsofactoimply
anyCommitmentonthepartofCentraiGovtfordiversionofforestlandevenif
minerals/oil/hydrocarbons are.struck for mining'

14. The user agency shalr take a* possible precautions & care all the time not to impact

advbrselythesurroundforestsunaro..,ttandbytheiractions/activities;
15. Trees felling shall be done only ,nun absolutely unavoidable and such removal, if

any,shallbedoneunderthesupervisionofiheForestdepartment;
16, The concerned Divisionar Forest 0fficer, wi* monitor and take necessary mitigative

measurestoensurethatthereisnoadverseimpactontheforestsinthe
surroundin g areai

lT.Theuseragencyshallundertakemininginaphasemanneraftertakingduecarefor
reclamation of the mined over area. The concurrent recramation plan as per the

approvedminingplanshallbeexecutedbytheuseragencyfromtheveryfirstyear,
and an annual report o., i*ptu*.ntation thereof 'nltt 

ue submitted to the Nodal

Officer,Forest[Conservation)ect,lg80,intheconcernedStateGovtandthe
concerned Integrated Regionar 0ffice of the Minis*y. If it is found from the annual

report ,nu, ,r,J activities indicated in the tontu"ut't reclamation plan area not

being executed by the ur.. ,rffi, ,n. *oaul 0fficer or the concerned Integrated

Regionar ,ffice may direct that the mining activities sha* remain suspended till

such time, 
"ttu*ution 

activities are satisfactorily executed;

18. The user Agency shalr submit the annual serf -compriance report in respect of the

above stated conditions to the State Gove.n,.nt, .o,.u.n.d Regional ,ffice and to

'thisMinisttyUVtheendofMarcheveryyear;and

19. vioration of any of these conditions wilr amount to violation of Forest

(Conservation) Act, 1980 and action would u. t,t..n as prescribed in para !,27 of

chapter r of ihe Handbook of comprehensive guidelines of Forest [conservation)

Act, 1980 " 
i"utd by this *'""t*'' letter No' S-Z/2017'Fcdated ZB'03'2019'

20, The user agency shall .o*ptj all the 
-provisions 

of the all Acts' Rules'

Regulations, Guidelin.r, u*'uiu iourt order(s) and NGT Order[s) pertaining to this

project,ir*v,}o,thetimeo.Ginfo,..,asapplicabletotheproject.
21. A, other crearance /N0cs ,;;;; different appricabre rules/regurations /local laws

and under Forest Dwellers [Recognition or po"'i zugtrts) Act' 2006 as required vide

MoEF, New Dethi guideline N-o.11-9l1998-il(pt) a'tea 03'08'2009 shall be

complied with' ditions of approval are not complied

22, This approval may be revoked if the above conl

to the "ti'f"tion 
of the Sub-office' Guwahati'

23. Any other conditions ,nu. ,t,. *egional 
'ffice 

of Environment, Forest & Climate

change may stipulate from i,*. ,Jtime in the interest of conservation' protection

anddeveloprhentofforests&wildlife.Thestategovtshallensurecomplianceofall
the above conditions;

24,AsperMinistry,sletterNoll-30/96-FC[Pt)dtl4.g.zooL,ifthecomplianceof
stipulated conditions is awaited from the stut. cout for more than 5[five) years, the



rffi,

in-principleapprovalwouldbesummarilyberevokedconsideringthattheuser
agency is no longer interested in the project'

AfterthereceiptofthecompliancereportfromtheStateGovernmentonfulfi]Iment
of the conditions ."ntior"d above, final/stage-ll approval of the central Government' in

accordance with Section 2 of the Forest icon'u"u'ion) Act' 1980' will be considered' Till

the receipt of the Final / Stage_, approvar of the central Government for_diversion of the

said forest land from this Ministry, transfer of the said forest land to the user Agency shall

not be affected by the State Government'

/rw4\'"A]rr'lw
,/rw.l.Yltbon)l'l Y

aqwq-dFry&rn @-fiq)

Deputy Inspector General of ForestsICJ

copy

1.

to:

The Principar chief conservator of Forest: 
3]-o.11 ::T lii;;:T.:ilr;ilffi:t-uX

I::.:iT:'ffl,HJ:i,"ii:il #U; $ (:ly"l:,.1*i;i;'o Agarwar Pa'[h' Near

i :ffi';l'"ffi #;';'i;;;il; ; ; r'n j uu'ii' G uwah ati - 7 Btl 3 7

Deputy Inspector G%neral of Forests(CJ

{,

qilfis,

1

(



L


