F. No. 8-61/1955 - FC
Governmient of India
Ministry of Environment & Forests
(FC Division)

Paryavaran Bhawan,
CGO Comniex,
Lodhi Road, Mew Deihi-11(

Dateds 80 Aprd, 2000

Te, . ‘
- The Principal Secretary (Forests)

Forest-and Revenue Department, A

Government of Uttarakhand, : -

Dehradun

Sub:  Proposal *: obtain prior approval of the Central Government under the Fores:
(Conservation) Act, 1980, for collection of stone, boulders and other iminor minersl
from 1497 ha, area in river bed of Gola river for a period of ten years by the Uttarakhand

Forest Development Corporation;

Si,

I am directed to refer to the Addl Principal Chief Conservator of Forests &
COfficer, Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Government of Uttrakhand's letter No. 20
{Nzini) dated 20.07.2010 ot the above mentioned subject seeking prior approa il ¢ B0
Government under Section-2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and to say that the said
proposal has been examined by the Forest Advisory Committee constituted by the Central

Government under Section-3 of the aforesaid Act.

2 After careful cohsideration of the proposal of the State Government of Oyissa and on iy
basis of the recommendations.of the Forest Advisory Commitiee, the Contral Sovernre
hereby accords ‘'stage-I approval of thé Central Government under the Forest (Conservaton
Act, 1980 for collection of minor minerals from 1497 ha, (to be furtherwerified alter receip: o
actual area calculation and map from the state Government of Uttarakhand) forest Jand located
in river bed of Gola river, till the end of the next werking season (i.e. 611 31.05,2012), subject to
the fulfilment of the following conditions: -

{i) Legals 1aus of the diverted forest land shall remain unchanged;

1) Compensatory afforestation over the degraded forest land double in  extent o in
forest land being diverted shall be raised and maintained by the Slate ruies:
Department at the cost of the User Agency;
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(vi)

{vit)

{viif}
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{xi)

The User Agency shell ransfer the cost of raising and maintzinm
offorestation, at the current wage rate, to the State Forest Departm

The State Government shall charge the Net Present Value (INPV) of the forest area
diverted under this proposal from the User Agency as per the Orders of the hon'ble
Supreme Court of India dated 28.03.2008, *24.04.2008 and 09.05.2008 in Writ Petition

(Civil) No. 202/1995 and the guidelines issued by this Ministry vide its Jetter No. 5

3/2007-FC datea 05.02. 7009 in this regard, if the same has not been paid so far

At the time of payment of the Net Present Value (NPV) at the present vac, the User

. Agency shall furnish an undertaking to pay the additional amount of NPV, if 50
determined, as per the final decision of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India;

All the funds received from the User Agency under the project shall be transferred to
Ad-hoc CAMPA, in Account Number CA 01001580 of the Corpoéahon Bank, CGO
Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi;

e
The User Agency shall obtam the Environment Clearance as per the pro dsions o the
Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986, if required, as per the provisions ol the
Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986; . :

The State Government and the user agency shall work with local residents of Bindu
Katha to give safe and interrupted passage to the wild animals passing through the
Gola corridor, expedite payment of compensation in case of any damage o property
etc. and generally increase awareness of the methods of co-existence of man and

wildlife;

“The State Go sernment shall not allow any new facility/ structure within the Gola

corridor to ensure its restoration in future. The State Government shall also ensure that
the boundars of the ITBP battalion headquarters be shifted towards south so as tc

ensure that 1: is located entirely on southern side of the Gola corridors and that the -

corridor is maintained free of fresh obstructions from the Highwey/ Railway finc upt
the Bindu Katha settlement;

-

To eliminate disturbance from collection of minor minerals on movement of wild
animals along the Gola corridor, collection of minor minerals in a 2.50 km long stretch
of the river bed located on the Gola corridor shall be pr_ohibited s

'lhe State Government shall assess the exact area of portion of the forest land identified

_ for collection nf minor mineral after excluding the said 2.50 km long stretch located o

both sides of the Gola corridor and shall before issue of final approval mmtimaic the
same to the Ministry of Environment & Forests along with a duly acthenticated
Survey of India toposheet, in _original, in 1:50,000 scale mdlcatmg the boundary of the
forest land identified foz ¢ollection of ‘minor mineral and ‘the said ?_ 50 km long no
co]lecnonzone, . ’

‘

e\




{xii) To ‘ensure long term survival of the wildlife in the important habitats located on
Northern side of the: Ramnagar - Haldwani State Highway the State Goveriunent shal)

mxgite app;opnate imeasures to improve conservation status of the areas such as
Pawalgarh and Nandhor by notifying them as Wildlife Sanctuaries. This should be
done in .the time bound manner before applying for further extension of this
permission;

{oxdii) The State -Government shall constitute a committee under Chairmanship of the
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Uttarakhand and having the
representative of the: ‘Ministry of Environment & Forests, Wildlife Institute of India,
Central Soil & Water Conservation Research & Training Institute, Dehradun and
NGOs such as Sanskara, WWF-Indm, WTI, IUCH etc. as its members to review
annually thie status of compliance of the stiplated conditions and issue appropriate
direction to the user agency in case of any deviation as well as any hazard due to non-
remove! of minor nrunerms from the protected corridor;

(xiv)  To ensure extraction of minor Tninerals in a.sustainable manner the user agency shall
formulate a trs nsparent and unbiaset! procedure to engage labourers for extraction of
the minor minerals from the forest land proposed for diversior;

{xv) . Fifty percent ... the nét proﬁt eamed by the user agency from the collection of minor
minerals shall be deposited to a Spec:a] Purpose Vekicle (SPV) to be constifuted by
State Government ur{der the Chairmariship of the Chief Wildlife Warden, Govemmm.
of Uttarakhand. The -amcunt to be deposited in the SPV shall be used exclusively for
riverraining activities and management & protection of forest & wildlife in vicinity of
forest land diverted for collection of minor minerals;

(xvi)  The total quantity of minor minerals extracted during a year shall not be more than
54.25 Iakh cubic meter,
.—-——-ﬁ . )
{xvii)  Extraction of minor min'er’als shall be restricted to the middle half of the of the widih of
river bed after leaving intact one—fourth of width of the river bed along its vach bank;

(xviii) - To ensure maintenance of river- geometry, c.ollechon of -minor mmerals during a
working season shall stait from centre of the river width and shall gradually extend to
the boundary of the permxssc:Be area, The maximum permissible depth for collection
of minor minerals at centre of the river width shall be limited to 3m and it shall
gradually be reduced till it reaches boundary of the permissibfé zone,

(xix)  To regulate and maintain record of the quantity of minor minerals extracted during a
season, the “tate Forest, Department shall set up adequate number of check posts
during the collection seasori;
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{xx} Extraction of minor miier 'l’shall be restricted from 1# Colober to 3]s )
subsequent yerz. Th pres a¢ permission covers the warking ;r' 5 o Ia/ " e
2011, and. subsequenty frem ¥ Grtober 2011 to 3st Moy 2012, ﬁjhl}oa,u}} ‘ ‘0‘ 51 ay
will be.consic’.ered agam by w2 F£LC, on application and ;ece1§£ of Chcl;p;;;: ;L e

(xi) ~ Minor minerals shall be collecten by svaayall
‘o - by ually by using hand tools. U
and heavy machineries for breaiing/cv"«ction of minor minerals ]Selff eprf‘{‘f
_ prohibited; : shall be strifiy

[xxif) . Collection Hime 3hall be fiom sun-ris2 to sun-set; -
{(xxiif) No labour camP #?;.’all be set up in the forest area te L
colléction of :ae imior minerals; - ¢ labourers engaged in

(xxiv) Breaking of boulders saall be undertaken outside the forest bouna.

(xxv)  The labourers engaiged in collection work shall be provided free o
wood/ alternate source of enexgy 0 avoid any pressure on adjoining forests;  fusl

{xxvi) The boundary of the forest land being diverted shall be demarcated on ground at the
project cost, by erecting four feet high reinforced  cement concrete iliars, each
inscribed with its.é_e;ial numpber, DGPS coordinates, Torward and back bearing, and

distance from adjoin pillars etc.
: "¢

{xxvii) The forest land shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the
“proposal; B

(xxviii) The State Government shaHbémplete settlement of rights, in term of the Scheduled
Tribes and Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recoghitipn of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, if any,
an the forest Jand to be diverted and submit the documentary evidence as prescribec

by this Ministry -in it's letter No. 11-9/1998-FC (pt) dated 03.08.2009, in support
thereof; i

(xxix) Any oth : condition that the Central Regional Office of this Ministry, Lucknow and
the State Government.of Uttarakhand may stipulate, from time to time, in the mnterest
\ of conservation, protection and development of forests & wildlife; and

(o)  The User Agency and the State Government shall ensure lompliance to provisions of
the all Acts, Rules, Regulations and Guidelines, for the time being in force, as
applicable to the project. : ‘

3. . After receipt of a r,eaﬁort on compliance to the conditions stipulated in Paragraph 2

above, from the State Government of Uttarakhnad, final/stage-Il approval of the Central
Government, in accordance with section 2 of the Forest (Cor}servation) Act, 1980, will be issued




by this Ministry. Till receipt of the said finzal/ stage-I M approval of the Cenmal (s :
this, transfer of the said forest land to the User Agency shall not be alected by il

OO0 mialil bl 8%

L;ovemment

¢

(F1.C. Chaudhary)

3
Assistant Inspector General of Forvas

Copy to:

L. The Principai Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Uttarakhand, Dehradun

2. The Nodal Officer, Forest Department, Government of Uttarakhand, Dehradun,

3. The Chief Corservator.of Forest, Regional Office, Lucknow.

4. User Agency,

5. Monitoring Cell, Ministry of Environment and Forests.

6. Guard File. =
(H. C. Chaudhary) y)

. Assistant Inspector General of For e;ts




