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g1 fawamra yaRvr ¥ 02 fa=geil wR amufcadlt @61 T 8, Sifs R g
1. No non-forest land is available for raising Compensatory Afforestation.
2- No other category of forest land such as revenue lands/zudupi jungle/chhote/bade jharka jungle which is not
under the management and/or administrative control of the State forest Department is available for raising
Compensatory Afforestation.
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Har A,
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v Sea - W # WEwe @@ v & e 39 Hada Al Sedegd e Ay e
RS B AT FHO vhEOT IRASAT §q 30.5 o IR aw HF F AT 61 o
degraded T« &9 ¥ yFafad CA A &I AT Yae A arad)|

A’ﬂuﬂ HeH-

- 1. AT FEAT - FP/UP/MIN/24551/2017
2. 9HERYT, dF Ud Sody ORadd FHAE, SR WER, A5 Reed @ uF i
\E’ 17.12.2024; & 17.03.2025
o 3. W aefted, YqE@e o GHET & EDS UAiE- 2725/ IHe/15-108 RAie:

MF/NJM 10.02.2025; v EDS waieh:- 4366/ Yefhe/ 15-108 fafiah: 24.05.2025

81K e,
IWed Awgs & F99 & Ig 9o HOeT § & Ao gRaieen, dAidd Sadhesd
mmﬁmwmw%woﬁomwwwwmﬁmm
(Central PSU) g

1T aRATSAT g@RT AaT-dehdl ThIHT qRASET & 30.5 §o o A Per @WAw
€ FXAIRUT F H GEA@ Parivesh 1.0 # SFA@ WEAT - FP/UP/MIN/24551/2017 &
ATR B TEdd far T )
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festeh 09.02.2023 (Annexure - 1) & #FEAH § TAGROT, 97 U Forarg IS FIAEE, HRA
Wﬁﬁwmmlmmmaamwmﬁmﬁhw?%maﬂ
@1 2-point query Mg TS
State Govt. should provide following certificates:-
1. No non-forest land is available for raising Compensatory Afforestation.



2. No other category of forest land such as revenue lands/zudupi jungle/ chhote/
bade/ jharka jungle which is not under the management and/ or administrative
control of the State Forest Department is available for raising Compensatory
Afforestation.

g9 Hatl A dflell GRASTT g@rT Compensatory Afforestation 8q R $1f& wred &t &
fore fSrem ¥R & @ad warE U 70 R 56 d@9U A S & @ R weR @y gEer gred
e §3

38 N1 TATERT, g Ud SFarg aRadsd FAeE, SR WER, 75 oot garr Rew
17.12.2024 (Annexure - Il) 1 CA Fafrug e Renfader sy fro v

‘As per the provisions of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Amendment
Rules, 2024, projects of Central Government entities/CPSU and captive coal blocks of
the State PSUs are eligible for raising CA over degraded forest land which will be
double in extent of the forest [and being diverted. Accordingly, the State
Government/UT shall not insist for providing non-forest land as CA unless in cases
wherein the Ceniral Government Agencies/CPSUs or State Government PSUs with
captive coal blocks are forthcoming to provide non-forest land available with them as CA
or the State Government/UT Administration is willing to provides non-forest land on such
terms and condition which is agreed by the Central Government Agencies/CPSUs or
State Government PSUs in case of captive coal blocks.”

5o AR 2letor, g vd ey aRads Fae & feenfader s 17.03.2025
(Annexure - Ill) GaRT G: $H T FISOT feam 7141 it & foe=Alelar &

i. As per the provisions of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Amendment
Rules, 2024, there is no requirement of certificate from the State Government
certifying the non-availability of the non-forest land for the projects of Central
PSU/entities and captive coal blocks of the State PSUs.

il. The provisions of the amendment Rules 2024, have further been clarified by the
Central Government in its Guidelines issued on 17.12.2024 (copy enclosed). The
same may be adhered to by the processing authorities in the State.

3RFd Tal § ¥g Ts¢ ¢ f& Central Public Sector Undertakings & fou alfs &=
HiA (double degraded forest) &% # yfdyxs asfiewor (Compensatory Afforestation) &amt
T YIEaYTe 39EY g

3et: gRASAT eart #aterd o feenfader et 17.12.2024 &1 wafdld i Wme @
AT, 3oye del fAHWRT &I e 05.01.2025 &I Parivesh 1.0 & EDS reply &S amm
(Annexure - IV)| g8 URad XFHE & IO G@NT Retid 10.02.2025 wd 24.05.2025 &

et

o
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FC-11/158/,2024-FC
f

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road,
New Delhi: 110003
Dated: December, 2024

To
The Addl. Chief Secretaries of Forests/Principal Secretary (Forests),
All States Governments and Union territory Administrations

Sub: Streamlining of the approval process with regards to compensatory
afforestation as envisaged in the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules,
2023 as amended on 20.09.2024 — reg.

Madam/Sir,

| am directed to refer to the above subject and toinform that based on the
references received from the Ministry of Mines, and Ministry of Coal, the provisions
related to raising of compensatory afforestation, as envisaged in the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules, 2023 as amended on 20.09.2024, have
been reviewed by the Ministry and after due deliberations, the Central Government,
in accordance with the provisions of section 3C of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 hereby issues the following clarifications:

i. Provisions of Rule 14(1) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Rules,
2023, provides that the non-forest land identified for raising Compensatory
Afforestation (CA) is to be notified as Protected Forests before final approval
(Stage-Il) approval is granted by the Central Government. However, in cases
where non-forest land identified for CA has been transferred and mutated in
favour of the State Forest Department (SFD), the Central Government may
accord final approval keeping in view the fact that provisions of the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 become applicable on
such lands being entered as forest in government record/record of rights.

i. In such cases, referred in para (i) above, the non-forest land forest land
proposed for CA, shall be notified as Protected Forest under section 29 of the
Indian Forest Act, 1927 of local forest Act before handing over of forest land
to the User Agency by the State Government. The Nodal Officer, after
notification of such non-forest lands, shall upload a copy of said notification
on the PARIVESH portal.

ii. For the purpose of rule 13(4)(a) of the States or Union territory
Administrations, having forest area more than 33% of their total geographical
area, concerned State Government/UT Administratiormay authorise a
suitable officer to issue certificate of non-availability of the suitable non-forest
land for raising CA.

iv. As per the provisions of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Amendment Rules, 2024, projects of Central Government entities/CPSU and
captive coal blocks of the State PSUs are eligible for raising CA over
degraded forest land which will be double in extent of the forest land being
diverted. Accordingly, the State Government/UT shall not insist for providing
non-forest land as CA unless in cases wherein the Central Government
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Agencies/CPSUs or State Government PSUs with captive coal blocks are
forthcoming to provide non-forest land available with them as CA or the State
Government/UT Administration is willing to provides non-forest land on such
terms and condition which is agreed by the Central Government
Agencies/CPSUs or State Government PSUs in case of captive coal blocks.

v. With regards to the applicability of the provisions of the Van (Sanrakshan
Evam Samvardhan) Amendment Rules, 2024 in respect of proposals of the
Central Agencies/PSUs and captive coal blocks of the State PSUs which
were granted ‘in-principle’ approval stipulating CA over non-forest land, the
following clarification is given in this regard:

a. Proposals, which were submitted by the States/UTs before notification
of Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Amendment Rules, 2024,
along with the proposal of raising CA over degraded forest land (DFL)
and were granted ‘in-principle’ approval stipulating CA over non-forest
land (NFL), shall be allowed to submit compliance of ‘in-principle’
approval along with CA proposal over DFL in lieu of NFL. The Central
Government will consider and grant final approval in such cases
stipulating CA over DFL.

b. Proposals, which were submitted by the States/UTs along with CA
proposal over non-forest land and were granted ‘in-principle’ approval
stipulating CA over non-forest land (NFL), can also be allowed to
submit compliance of ‘in-principle’ approval along with CA proposal
over DFL provided the non-forest land proposed for CA is not
transferred and mutated in favour of the State Forest Department. In
such cases, the Central Government or its Regional Office, based on
the request of the State/UT Government or user agency, shall amend
the condition of in-principle approval to raise CA over DFL on a case to
case basis and subsequently the User Agency shall submit the
compliance of in-principle for the obtaining the ‘final’ approval.

In view of the above, the State Government and Union territory Administrations
are requested to take into consideration the guidelines mentioned hereinabove
while considering the proposals submitted under section 2 of the Van (Sanrakshan
Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980.

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
Yours faithfully,

Signed by
Charan Jeet Singh (Charan Jeet Singh)
Date: 17-12-2024 13:56:41 Scientist ‘E’

Copy to:

1. Director, PMQO, South Block, New Delhi

2. Secretary, Ministry of Mines /Coal /Steel/ Power/ Railways/ MoRT&H/
Defence/MHA

3. Secretary, Ministry of Defence, Government of India

4. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF, All States Governments and
Union territory Administrations

5. Dy Director General of Forests (Central) All Regional Offices of the
MoEF&CC
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6. Nodal Officers, dealing with the matters related to the Van (Sanrakshan
Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980, All States Governments and Union
territory Administrations

7. Head, NIC, MoEFCC for aligning the PARIVESH 2.0 as per above
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Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aligan], Jor Bagh Road,
New Delhi: 110003
Dated: March, 2025

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Maharashtra,
Manrtalaya Mumbai

Sub: Permitting double the degraded forest land in lieu of non-forest land for
certain projects taken up by CPSU / SPSU and other government agencies -

reg.

Madam/Sir,

| am directed to refer to the State Government of Maharashtra's letter no.

FLD-2025/CR-42/F-10 dated 25.02.2025 on the above subject seeking advise from
the Ministry on the implementation of the Guidelines related to compensatory
afforestation vis-a-vis directions passed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in its order
dated 3.02.2025. In this connection, it is to inform that after examination of the
concerns of the State Government, the following is informed:

iii.

As per the provisions of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Amendment Rules, 2024, there is no requirement of certificate from the State
Government certifying the non-availability of the non-forest land for the
projects of Central PSU/entities and captive coal blocks of the State PSUs.

.. The provisions of the amendment Rules 2024, have further been clarified by

the Central Government in its Guidelines issued on 17.12.2024 (copy
enclosed). The same may be adhered to by the processing authorities in the
State.

In light of directions contained in the Hon'ble Supreme Court’s order dated
3.02.2025 and 4.03.2025, it is further to inform that no forest land should be
diverted without compensatory afforestation for which land is to provided in
accordance with relevant provisions provided under the Van (Sanrakhan
Evam Samvardhan) Rules, 2023 (as amended) and Guidelines issued
thereunder.

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.

Digitally signed by Yours faithfully,

CHARAN JEET SINGH
Date: 17-03-2025 (Charan Jeet Singh)
09:33:49 Scientist 'E’

Copy to:

1.

2

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF, State Government of
Maharashtra, Nagpur

Dy Director General of Forests (Central), Regional Offices of the MoEF&CC
at Nagpur

. Nodal Officer (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan), O/o the PCCF, State
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1

Government of Maharashtra, Nagpur
4. Guard File.
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HEH:-

1. 9T §&AT - FP/UPIMIN/24551/2017

2. 3H AT FT 9TF - 35; femAia: 07.10.2024

3. HI9H FAET 1 9T - 1261/ e/ 15-108, R - 08.10.2024
4

.W,mwmqﬁdéanam.wm,%mmwm:
17.12.2024

e,

SRES R & wou # odwo, v qwany oReds wao, awe ww, o
feedl qamr STy T 17.12.2024 (afd www) & fa7g #o - (iv) @ acET N FT e
a1 _

‘As per the provisions of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Amendment
Rules, 2024, projects of Central Government entities/CPSU and captive coal blocks of

the Slate PSUs are eligible for raising CA over degraded forest land

which will be
double

in extent of the forest Jand being diverted Accordingly,  the State

Govemmenb’t.{T shall not insist for providing non-forest land as CA unless in cases
wherein the Central Government Agencies/CPSUs or State Government PSUs with
captive coal blocks are forthcoming to provide non-forest land available with them a5 CA

or the State Government/UT Administration js willing to provides non-forest land on sych

terms and condition which is agreed by the Central Government Agencies/CPS s or
State Government PSUs in case of captive coal blocks."

IFT § T TT ¢ B Central Public Sector

Undertakings % fro HaFTy
A (degraded forest) & & STAREF  Feftaor (Comp 59

ensatory Afforestation) AR @y
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10—309BT UF  WeN— 27 fRAd— 25.11.2022
{1—z0 FTElEE T yFE— 2201 /¥TE / 15-108 fEAIH— 04.01.2023
12— T4 e /o ee e i a4 v weary uRads fnr St SEEAE W T

2548 / 11-3f— FP/UP/MIN/24551/2017 w18 1S TF— 00.02.2023
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15—39 Wey @ qHIF—3339 / Vhe /15108 faei®— 01.04,2023
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17—=R Ty BT TAH— 3833 / ¥C / 15— 108 f&Tia— 17.05.2023
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22—-aTqeT TR WEAl- 35 [FFw- 07.10.2024
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\_ 12 :o non —forest land is available in the State for raising Compensatory Afforestation . J
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ook Lt bl ) e management andfor administrative control of the State forest
~tpanment is avallable for raising Compensatory Afforestation
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02,/05.01.2025 ERT I WROR Tafawe] 1 v rerany r;f:rwi—:{—; TIIRTT | DR R dafid e feian—
‘ A STerary UREE ey ¥ el @ omm fee- 17z
2024 @ =g - (iv) 1 Sfeafrr P Raor a1 geerar wvd g weama wwarg § 61 R0 S O
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As per the provisions of the van (sanrakshan evam samvardhan ) amendment
rules 2024 project of central government entities/ CPSU and captive coal blocks of
the state PSUs are eligible for raising CA over degraded forest land which will be
double in extent of the forest land being diverted. accordingly, the state
government/UT shall not insist for providing non-forest land as CA unless in cases
wherein the central government agencies/CPSUs or state government PSUs with
captive coal blocks are forthcoming to provide non-forest land available with them as
CA or the state government/ UT administration is willing to provides non-forest land
on such terms and condition which is agreed by the central government agencies/
CPSUs or state government PSUs in case of captive coal blocks.
qE Ug oot ¥l & b WG WRHR BRI W) o Aoy feAie— 17.12.2024 B WH F
SOT0 W /G T ORed /e ST Sov0 o @ v’ W orurert fd W € Eard
Fréer wrar =18 gom & ) PR Wi B @ SwIT # PR sl sidarel T ST 3R
B BT | S B e ¥' N Ioorw a2 R ey Seadn =mrerm T Rl W
iferer Re afrdT O RIRe 1164 /2023 a19d SAR WAl a9 gfHge e soear @ o A
uiRa fe1#$—03.02.2025 @1 =1 andwyr wiRe fdar 7=y 8 -
1- Issue notice in .LA. NOS 115428/2024, 28902/2025 & 22042/2024.
2- Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, learned Additional Solicitor General of India states that
replies to these applications would be filed within a period of three weeks from

today.
3- She further states that a Status Report would also be placed before this Court by

the next date of hearing.

4- We make it clear that until further orders, no steps will be taken by the Union of
India or any of the States, which will lead to reduction of the forest ladn unless a
compensatory land is provided either by the State Government or the Union of

India for the purpose of afforestation.
5= List on 04.03.2025, high up on the Board.
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W@W@ R Northern Coalfields Limited
(e “‘? (A Miniratna Company)
(ﬂﬁﬂgﬁ?ffﬁﬁ‘ﬁ%@ﬁﬂd@hﬁém:ﬂ} (A subsidiary of Coal India Limited)
GG Eﬁl—qf?ﬂ:{ I Office of the General Manager
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An ISO 8001, SO 14[)(]1 LS50 27001 & 15045001 Certified Company
a7 ufvgterr, Rt fﬁmr;: (3.9.) - 231220 7 Post- Bina Project. Distt- Soncbhadra (U.P.)- 231220
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RIS H1 Al FH vHERor qREgsEen §q 30.5 g wRfaa @@ o & faw 61 g
degraded d« &1 & W¥aliad CA FhHIH &I WEATA Yol &I rad)

iEt R
1. 9% #@&ar - FP/UP/MIN/24551/2017
2. 39 ®AET HT 9HH - 35; R 05.01.2025
3. 3T HrATT F GFH- 2725 / WHRT /115-108 e 10.02.2025
4

. GHERUT, @7 U9 Siearg dRads AEed, NG @R, A% Red & 93 e
17.03.2025

HEley,
IRFT fawy & dey A gAleror, @7 vd FeEry gRads JAed, HRd @R, 73
el ganr S 93 17.03.2025 (9T Gerved) &7 3dcilae] el &l ST H

. As per the provisions of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Amendment
Rules, 2024, there is no requirement of certificate from the State Government
certifying the non-availability of the non-forest land for the projects of Central
PSUlentities and captive coal blocks of the State PSUs.

ii. The provisions of the amendment Rules 2024, have further been clarified by the
Central Government in its Guidelines fssued on 17.12.2024 (copy enclosed). The
same may be adhered to by the processing authorities in the State.

gHe IFTaNeEFd gaTadvr, a« ud Seary aREde HAed & 9F e 17.12.2024 (9
HeIa) & foog o - (iv) T 8 yaalea Fa & FST

‘As per the provisions of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Amendment
Rules, 2024, projects of Central Government entities/CPSU and captive coal blocks of
the State PSUs are eligible for raising CA over degraded forest land which will be
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double in extent of the forest land being diverted. Accordingly, the State
Government/UT shall not insist for providing non-forest land as CA unless in cases
wherein the Central Government Agencies/CPSUs or State Government PSUs with
captive coal blocks are forthcoming to provide non-forest land available with them as CA
or the State Government/UT Administration is willing to provides non-forest land on such
terms and condition which /s agreed by the Central Government Agencies/CPSUs or
State Government PSUs in case of captive coal blocks.”
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1_| No non —forest land is available in the Stale for raising Compensatory Afforestation

2 | No other calegory of forest land such as revenus lands/zudupi | '
! cate E Ve nds/ pi jungle/chhote/hade ih
Jungle which is not under the management and/or administrative control of the Statejfoa:'nreks?
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‘ 052025 BRI RS IRGR wyafrer 791 wd srerary uRErds 7Ererd 7 Rl @ T
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As per the provisions of the van (sanrakshan evam samvardhan y amendment
rules 2024 project of central government entities/ CPSU and captive coal blocks of
the state PSUs are eligible for raising CA over degraded forest land which will be
double in extent of the forest land being diverted. accordingly, the state
government/UT shall not insist for providing non-forest land as CA unless in cases
wherein the central government agencies/CPSUs or state government PSUs with
captive coal blocks are forthcoming to provide non-forest land available with them as
CA or the state government/ UT administration is willing to provides non-forest land
on such terms and condition which is agreed by the central government agencies/
CPSUs or state government PSUs in case of captive coal blocks.

T TE WeerT wR & b WG RSN TR W) Sad Al AFE— 17.12.2024 T 17.03.
2025 B W N SOY0 YN /T T e /Aew AfHER) BuM0 98 TS T T A S 16
T B PR R W 6 g R | MRy o 2 o Suerd § PROER AR Sl
f¥a] W T B W | S & aifefon @8 ot Swie e @ £ weei Swan ey R
freell ® W e R wifre wen- RIfE 1164 /2028 ST FER ol AT gigE S
sfoar @ ora & oIRd famie—03.02.2025 BT ST QT IR fosar wTar & —

1- Issue notice in LA, NOS 115428/2024, 28002/2025 & 22042/2024.

2. Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, learned Additional Solicitor General of india states that
replies to these applications would be filed within a period of three weeks from
today. '

3. She further states that a Status Report would also be placed before this Court by
the next date of hearing.

4- We make it clear that until further orders, no steps will be taken by the Union of
India or any of the States, which will lead to reduction of the forest ladn unless a
compensatory land is provided either by the State Government or the Union of
India for the purpose of afforestation.

5. List on 04.03.2025, high up on the Board.
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Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
Integrated Regional Office, Lucknow
ST A4S, U oS, SO, e, SRS - 226024
Kendriva Bhawan, sth Ploeor, Sector-H, Aliganj. Lucknow-226024, Telefux-2Z326696
mail: roczlko-mefiarnic.in
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ONLINE PROPOSAL NO: FP/UP/Min/24551/2017
Rvy : FTE @R 3 YEE T T B 39 3 D SRa AT P Bieew fao @ A aRaeE @t d-wad

vt gRANT g 3050 20 SRR TR BT 30 8 B A W EWRRT Ry O G4 aES 14000 FH D
U B Y A |

- T 97 REd ¢4 rew sftierd, Soso @1 Ui 2548 / 11-HI—FP/UP/Min/24551/2017, f&Aie 09.02.
2023

wRIey,

ST RYas G, SER Yy WINT 3T UAIE 304 /81—2—2022—800(106) / 2021, e, RAIEH—10.
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Stage Govt. should provide following certificates-

1. No non-forest land is available in the State for raising Compensatory Afforestation.

2. No other category of forest land such as revenue lands/zudupi jungle/chhote/bade jharka jungle which is not
under the management and/or administrative control of the State forest Department is available for raising

Compensatory Afforestation.
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