South Central Railway

Office of Dy.Chief Engineer
Construction, Guntakal

H.No.GTL/CN/W.185/GNT-GTL/DL/Forest land et Date:15.06.2022

District Forést Officer
Kurnool District
Kurnool (T)

Sub: Guntakal Railway Division — Guntur-Guntakal section — Diversion of 1.36 Ha. of forest
land in Compartment Nos.238 & 239 of North Dhone RF, Dhone Range, Kurnool
Division for construction of new double line with electrification between Guntur and
Guntakal stations at Dhone (Rly. Km.325/4 to 329/2) in favour of Dy.CE/C/GTL - Reg.

Ref: 1. Gol, MOEF&CC, IRO, Vijayawada F.No.4-APB167/2022-V1J/323, dated.04.05.2022
2. Government of A.P./Energy & Forests (For.l) department G.0.Ms.No.174,
dated 24.8.1984 :
3. This office letter No.GTL/CL/W.185/GNT-GTL/DL/Forest land, dated 16.5.2022
4. Your office letter Rc.N0.3699/2019/H5, dated 28-6-22
5. MOEFCC Letter to the Secretary (Forests), All State Governments/UT
Administrations, dated 10.3.2022

ki

Apropos the subject and cited reference 1, the Gol, MOEF&CC, IRO, Vijayawada
has made some observations regarding the proposal submitted by S.C Railway (Vide
Proposal No. FP/AP/Rail/149334/2021) and it has been requested the state government to
examine the proposal in terms of applicability of FCA,1980.

Referring the letter (vide reference 2) in which the permission for diversion of
132.31ha of forest land for conversion of metre Guage line to broad Guage line between
Giddalur and Dronachalam stations was accorded by State Government, it has been
understood that the location of the subject (North Dhone Reserve forest) is also part of
132.31ha (as it is also in between Dronachalam and Giddalur stations). Accordingly, the
reply has been given (vide reference 3) stating “The Railway have obtained diversion of
forest area for the existing broad Guage line vide Government of A.P./Energy & Forests
(For.l) Department (vide reference2)”.

Of late, after scrutinisation of the files (sent by your office vide reference 4), it is
understood that the land which is under Railway’s custody in North Dhone reserve forest
area, was not part of the forest land diversion done as part of “Metre Guage to Broad Guage
conversion Project’. Subsequently, the old project execution files of “Metre Guage to Broad
Guage conversion project” have been verified and following information has been put up
hereunder.

1. As part of “Metre guage to Broad guage conversion Project in Hubli-Vijayawada
stations”, in few stretches (falling in forest area), alignment of broad guage track was
planned away from the then existing alignment of metre guage track (in the range of
50m to 800m). In this connection, the diversion of forest land was sought and the
same was permitted (vide reference 2) with the condition that the forest land along
the old alignment should revert back to the forest department. Under this, the
Railway sections between Panyam-Krishnammakona stations (in Panyam RF) and




Giddalur-Nandyal stations (in NANDYAL RF, Nadyal Extended.RF, Sirvel RF,
Uyyalawada RF) were covered.

2. Whereas, the alignment of the broad guage track between Dronachalam to
Malkapuram stations (section falling in North Dhone reserve forest area) was
planned on the then existing alignment of “Metre guage” only and for this reason, no
extra land was required at that time vis-a-vis, no diversion of forest land had sought
in this section. The old working plans of all the Bridges (of Guage Conversion
Project) in this stretch are here with enclosed for better understanding please.

3. The land which is under Railways custody in North Dhone reserve forest area
between Dronachalam and Malakpuram stations, in which the then “Metre guage
track” was and now the “Broad guage track” is there, is under the custody of
Railways from 1932 onwards (which is evident when comparing the old land plan of
1932 and new land plan which is recently certified by revenue authorities. Copies are
enclosed).

On these lines and in connection with the current proposal (Vide Proposal No.
FP/AP/Rail/149334/2021), the information sought vide reference-4 is furnished below.

SINo| PointRaised by your office | Remarks

The Meter guage Railway line was laid down
before 1932 (as per the land plans available
with this office) in the proposed diversion area
(North Dhone Reserve forest)

When the Meter gauge Railway line
1 |was laid down in the proposed
diversion area i.e., in North Dhone RF

The line was upgraded from Meter guage to
Guage to Broad Guage Railway line Hmad gysge i 199-.{’ Ap sad
: . . . . labove, in this stretch, as the alignment was
in the proposed diversion area i.e., in g

same as that of old metre guage line, no
North Dhone RF ’ ; 4
further diversion of forest land was arisen.

When it was upgraded from Meter

As said above, in this stretch, as the
alignment was same as that of old metre
guage line, no further diversion of forest land
was arisen. Hence, No further permission
from central government was sought as the
work was executed within the land which
under Railway's custody since 1932 (as per
the land plans available with this office)

While upgrading the broad guage,
whether or not the user agency had
3 |obtained any prior permission from
the central government as per the
Forest (Consevation) Act, 1980

Further, on the matter of “Applicability of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 on
Railways land”, a clarification has been advised by AlIG (forests), MOEFCC, Government of
India to all state Governments/UTS (Vide reference 5) which states that for execution or
maintaining of Railway works on Railway owned land within Railway's right of way under
section 11 of Railways act,1989, the need for obtaining the approval of the central
government under section 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act,1980 will not arise.

In line with this, the proposal (Vide Proposal No. FP/AP/Rail/149334/2021) for
diversion of forest land (which is additionally required to complete the doubling of track in
Dhone and Malkapuram Stations) has been processed for Forest clearance (as per FCA
act,1980). For the land (lying vacant adjacent to existing railway track within Railway
boundaries as per the Revenue records and Land plans), the forest clearance may not be




required (as the land is under Railway's custody since 1932 and ownership lies with
Railways as per Revenue records and Land plans) as per AIG (forest)'s clarification vide
Reference-5.

In view of the above, It is requested to please process the subject proposal (Vide
Proposal No.FP/AP/Rail/149334/2021) for early forest clearance.

Encl: 1. Old and new Land Plans
2. Copies of Revenue records
3. Copies of working plans of “Metre guage to Broad guage conversion” project

Babu] IRSE
Dy.Chief Engineer
(Construction), Guntakal

Copy: Chief Engineer (Construction-1), SC for kind information please
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