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Froposai Seeking permission for “onsiraction of fepcing

s = ot A -,
a0€ psired roagd along the indo-Bangladesh borger in
the Dampsg Tiger Reserve, Mizoram,

Site Inspection Rapﬂﬂ >
By

Dr, Miﬁﬁan jitsinh & Dr, Rajesk Gopal

T o

The above Proposal had come up for discussion in the 6™ Mmeeting of the
Standing Committee of National Board for Wildl; fe, in May 20190, However,
the site inspection coujd only be carried out on April 8" and o® 2011. The
joint report is submirted herewith, il I

As a part of the project to fenes India’s international boundaries with our
castem neighbours, it is proposed by the Ministry of Home Affairs to also
fence the 62kms (approx) portion where the Dampa Wildlife Sanctuary &
Wildlife Reserve in Mizoram, where it abuts upon the boundary with
Bangladesh and which has so far been kept open as it is & Sanctuary, for
which prior permission of the Sten:ing Committee of the National Board for
Wild Life (NBWL) is required. The Ministry of Environment and Forest
(MOEF) has given permission in November 2002, amending it again in 2006,
for the construction of the fencing and patrol road along the Bangladesh
border, permitting a total width of 22 & to 65 ft, in arees of the forest other
than the 62km length along the Darnpe Sanctuary. 7271 trees were proposed

10 be felled.

It is pertinent to point ov: hat the requisit? pennissics under the Forsst
Coaservation Act for the construc an o) vis G2Xm seginind is yet to be

octained.

The Dampa Wildlife Sanetus=y, crvxing en arse of 52 0sq kms Was b:-a:.:rg‘r:r
under Project Tiger in 1994 ard has hesn idertifes s - wniticel Tiger
Habitat by the National Tiger Caresryation Autherisv (NTCAY uncer e
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the Sanctuary and Tiger Reserve as 2 center for biodiversity and the habita:
of & large number of species listed under Schedule 1 of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act {1972), the Chief Wildlife Warden and Principal Secretary
(Forest) of Mizoram have not recommended the project, since it would
affect the free movement of animals berween the Tiger Reserve and the
neighbouring forests of Bangladesh. The Mizoram State Wildiife Advisory
Board has recommended the proposed construction of the fencing
‘Reluctantly’. However, in view of the requirements of national security, the
proposal has been brought up for a decision.

The marier had been placed before the Central Empowered Committes
(CEC), which in its report to the Hon Supreme Court dated 30.3.2009 has
recommended the proposal of permitting the use of 69.26 ha. of the forest
area falling within the Dampa Tiger Reserve for the construction of the
fencing and the patrol road along the Indo-Bangladesh border, subject to

certgin conditions.

The assumption in the CEC report that the loss of forest land will be
resiricted to 69.26 ha., is not valid. This ic only the size of the land which
will come under the cccupation of the proposed fencing and road, together
with the area to be occupied by the seven Border Out Posts (BoPs) that will
be set up to man the stretch of 62kms length of the propoesed fencing, the

‘Border Security Force havig agieed to reduce 1he Timmber 16 56ven From the

criginal demand of 13 BoPs. However, what must be kept in view and what
has been in. fact been mentioned in the opinion of the Chief Wildlife Warden
of Mizoram on page 28 of the Agenda Notes of the 19% Meeting of the
Standing Committee, is that the Joss will be the entire stretch from the road
and the fencing to the Indo-Bangladesh boundary, to which the Dampe Tiger
Reserve now extends upto. This entire strip of land 62kms long that weuld
be between the road and the fencing upto the international boundary, would
be fenced off and even if there are openings, would not be of any worthwhile

value as a protected ares,

As regards width of this sirip »7 land, we were informed that no
ir:rastructure, net even the roed, could be construcied within a2 =adive of &
minimua of 150 vards of the international boundery, and the widih could be
2z much as 1500 yards from tiic boundary depenting upon the topos- sphv o+
the :=1rain. In certain stretches of the hili portion which are steep and win-e
srussing of natlas is involved, the aiignmen: may 2o up to a disiance of 15¢
yerds from the border. As of now, an alignment nas not been decides upa;
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the ground as no survey has been done on the siie for this purpose,

'Ti-:raf?re, the precise area thai would be losi to Lampa canmol be..
escertained at the moment. If & mean average of @ width of 300 meters (haiy

g kilomeier) is takes, the ioss would be 62 x 0.5 = 3sg.kms. If & mein
average of « widik ¢f 230 meters (quarter of a kilometer) is taken, whick
may well be an underestimate, the loss would be 62 x 0.25 = 13.503g.kms,

After visiting. the Damps Tiger Reserve and Sanctuary, seeing the
construction of the wire-fencing upto the edge of the-Reserve and after
detailed discussions with the State Government Authorities in charge of
wildlife and the Dampa TR, officers of the BSF and the agency entrusted
with the task of constructing the fencing, the undersigned would wish 10

recommend the following;

Keeping in view the interests sf national security, the undersigned wouid
wish fo recommend the construciion of the 62kons fencing proposed along
the Bangladesh boundary, adjacent fo the Dampa Tiger Reserve. However,
at the same time it is essential to also safeguard to the extent possible the
security of this very important protected area and precious repository of
national biodiversity. With thot objective in view, the following
prerequisites and conditions are recommended: .

1, It is imperative that o detailed survey on the spot is conducted along
the entire 62kms streten of the boundary, to determine the precise
alignment of the fencing and the patrolling road. Sirce rains are
imminent and due to commence in middle May, this work has o start
immediately. Only thereafter the exact extent of loss to the Dampa
Tiger Reserve can be ascertained. The representatives of the State
Govt./Dampa TR must be involved in the entire process. Needless to
say, the alignmen: should be as close as possible along the
‘nternational boundary to mirimize the ioss of habitat of the protected
area [T the survey, the teasaay teconsider the selection of the sever
coridors al-eady idsatided and cousider e streams and riverin:
areas that would not b Tanced, ‘ncluding “fe size of he gans in the
!;umﬁ'fg*émrwﬂufbg i@z open. Here it may be kept in view that
since 'the_rfé “wonld os origge s for 1e ;aad that would be Ipara!lei w the
zaps in the {encing an¢ ‘hich m o est A g barr:_--r io anrima
movemen:, the size ant piecemen. of 1hess gBDS mru}fq:le such_&s 1c
snable animeal movemeit seztar of Lio seven BoFs may also bs

ke jocEn
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promontories projecting westwards, jutting out towards the river
which is the internationa! boundary.

Once the exael area is worked ou! following the survey, the reguisile
permission under the Forest Conservation Act may.-!:«e obtained,

The presen: proposal is to construct & 3-line wire fencing (2 main
fence lines with overhanging barbed wire fencing with 2 third jower
wire fencing in between, separated by rolls of razor-wire, all on
cement flooring) This would be at 2 minimum distance of 150 yards
and could extend upto 1500 yaxds from the international boundary, as
mentioned earlier. Behind this, running the full length of the 62km
stretch, would be the patrol road. At seven places, again behind the
wire fencing, would be the seven BoPs. What this would amount to in
effect is that while the Dampa Tiger Reserve would be cordoned off
and would lose contact with the neighbouring forests of Bangladesh
despite the provision of some corridors whose efficacy is in doubt, the
impact on the eastern side of the fence which would be the remaining ky
portion of the rather narrow Tiger Reserve, would be constant and —
considerable. Firstly, there would be the patrol road along the inner
side of the fencing, which would be operated all the time to provide
for the transport and other needs of the seven BoPs and the seven
BoPs would also be on the same inner side of the fefizing. Each of

these BoPs would have @ strength of 25-50 personnel and would havs
access 1o the wildlife and other resources of the TR, which could be

illegally exploited and the personnel of the TR could do little to stop
this. Besides, the local personnel attached to thése BoPs would pass
through the presently pristine forests of the TR on their way to anf

a2 from their places of residence and the BoPs themselves may wish 0
meke tracks through the TR to reach other points on the roads to the

. east in the State. The disturbance factor, thus, would be very

» significant. ¢ is, therefore, proposed that the patrol road and iji: \
BoPs should be on the Bangladesh side (western side) of the thres. =,
line fencing, whick couwld be marginally. token wessward.
gecommodels the minimum reauirement of a ¢istance of 130 yars
Srom the Interncional soundery - more where o zlignmey
regiives it This wou'd ensure that e sinteriand of i 2 »mainisz
Darspa TR inside of 1hz fencing, remains sacrosanci cmd froo of
disturbance. As.mentioned cofore, there would b no pupose server
in retaining the land oeiween the fencing and the internationz)
boundary, as & Tiger Peserve. 17 ine lulaistry of Eome Ailairs Mil2:

agrees to the proposai of having the patrol rcads end e Burs
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Westwards of the three-1ine fencing, the MoEE could agree 1o denohsy
the concemed strip of land from the TR and which would enable the

MHA to utilize that land for whatever security purposes that it wishes
for. If, on the other hand, this land remains as a part of the TR, eny
movement and activity not connected with conservation and without
permission would be illegal. During discussions with the authorities of
the user agencies, it was pointed out to us that the road and the BoPs
were always on the inner side of the fencing. However, along the very
long international boundary fencing that has been constructed, thers
have been some exceptions to meet with special sitvations. In some
places, the fencing is less than 2 width of 150 vards and in some cases
there is no fencing at all, etc, MHA could therefore be requested to
make an exception in view of the exceptional situation here and have
the patrol road and the BoPs outside of the three-line fencing, If a
fencing is indeed required between the international boundary and the
patrol road and BoPs, another fencing may have 1 be put up beyond.
However, the main fencing should be between the TR and the patrol
road and BoPs so that the TR is effectively cordoned off.

- Once the exact figure of the land that would bé denotified from the

Dampa TR in pursuance of the approval of this _proposal is
ascertained, an equivalent amount should be added to the Dampa TR
elsewhere, and if this is not ot all feasible, to another park or
sanctiary in Mizoran

. The other mitigative reasures and conditions including no store

quarrying and dwmpinz of malba, laid down by the State Govt and
Chief Wildlife Wardz» of Mizormen and the CEC, would have fo be
complied with,
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Dr. Rajesh Gopal Dr. M.K. Ranjitsinh
Member Secrsta.y vviember Standing Committes
NTCA . NEWL
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