
To 

           The Divisional Forest Officer, 

         Forest Division Mandi. 

 

Subject:-   Diversion of 23.97 ha of forest land for setting up of National  

Disaster Response Force (NDRF) Battalion in favour of Sub-

Divisional Officer (Civil) at Balh,  Tehsil  Balh, Distt. Mandi, 

Himachal Pradesh, within the jurisdiction of Mandi Forest 

Division, Distt. Mandi, Himachal Pradesh.   

 

स�दभ�:- Online Proposal No.  FP/HP/Others/122895/2021 received on 20.03.2023.                     

 Sir , 

                         This is with reference to the IRO EDS letter no. 

FC/HPC/09/53/2022 Dated:-06.04.2023 on the subject cited above. In this 

context the EDS raised by your good office has been attended as below:- 

 

Sr.No. Observation Replay Remarks 

1. The legal status of the Diversion Area is 
mentioned as “Charagah vila Darakhtan & 

Roota Sarkaar”. Therefore, the Land 
Revenue Records of the proposed Diversion 
Area verifying the same may be provided 

The Land Revenue 
Records verifying the 
legal status of the 
proposed Diversion Area 
has been attached and 
uploaded on the portal 

Attached as 
Annexure-I 

2. Regarding reply to EDS at point no. 3, it has 
been submitted that revised KML file has 
been uploaded at Para-C on online Part-I, 
However, the Patch-I of the KML file is still 
not downloadable. Needful in this regard 
may be done. 

Revised KML file has 
been uploaded on the 
Portal 

 

3. As per FC Guidelines clarification by the 
MoEF&CC dated 24.01.2022 it has been 
clearly mentioned that “In exceptional 
circumstances, residential projects up to one 
ha. can be considered for approval under 
FCA, 1980 by MoEF&CC, subject to 
appropriate justification and 
recommendation by the concerned State 
Government and the Regional Officer of the 
IRO of MoEF&CC”. Careful examination 
of the component of the proposal reveals that 
the residential components ( Quarters/Guest 
House/Hostel etc.) are exceeding one (01) ha 

The total area of the 
project has been revised 
and the area for 
residential components 
has been reduced to 1.00 
ha. Also, the residential 
component is an 
essential part of the 
project as per norms of 
NDRF. 

Undertaking Attached 
as Annexure-II 



area. Therefore, the proposal needs to be 
reviewed and revised accordingly for the 
aforesaid components along with proper 
justification for the requirement of 
residential components (Quarters/Guest 
House/Hostel etc.) . 

4. i) As per the Norms of Infrastructure of 
NDRF Battalion, the area required is 
15.6291 ha (156291.28 square meter) only 
that covers all the major components. 
However, the proposed Diversion Area of 
the extant proposal is 27.5709 ha which is 
more than the area mentioned in the Norms. 
Therefore, the proposal needs to be reviewed 
and revised accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

i) As per norms of NDRF 
the minimum area 
requirement for 
establishment of NDRF 
Battalion in 
Hilly/Mountainous Area 
is 70 Acres (i.e. 28.328 
Ha.) and the proposed 
area is 23.97 Ha. which is 
as per Norms and copy 
of office memorandum 
has been attached and 
uploaded on the portal 
for clarification.  

Clarification attached 
as Annexure-III 

ii) Further a more legible document of 

Norms of Infrastructure of NDRF 

Battalion may be provided. 

ii) Legible copy of Norms 
and office memorandum 
has been attached and 
uploaded on the portal. 

 

5. Layout Plan of both patches has been 
provided. However, the Layout maps are not 
legible. Therefore, legible Layout Plan 
showing both patches with all components of 
the proposed project may be provided. 

Revised Layout Plan has 
been attached and 
uploaded on the portal 

Attached as 
Annexure-IV 

6. Large number of Trees (1100) of different 
species including ecological important 
Quercus spp. are being affected in the 
proposal. However, the proposed Line Plan 
shows that large number of trees are standing 
in the periphery/boundary line of the 
proposed diversion area as well as in open 
area of the proposal can be saved. Therefore, 
State Govt. shall review and revise the 
proposal thoroughly exploring the possibility 
to minimize the number of trees to be felled 
and accordingly list of trees to be felled and 
trees not to be felled/retained may be 
submitted 

The total tree coming in 
the alignment of the 
project will not be felled, 
only 450 to 550 trees will 
be felled for built up 
structure and roads. The 
trees coming in 
boundary of the 
proposed site will not be 
felled and will be 
retained for view cutter 
facility from the civil 
area.  

Undertaking Attached 
as Annexure-V 

7. Regarding reply to EDS at point no. 4, 
proper clarification has not been provided. 
Therefore, State Govt. may clarify the legal 
status of the proposed CA land whether it is 
notified forest land under IFA 1927 or 

Pertains to DFO Office  



wasteland declared as Protected Forest as per 
152 Notification f the Himachal Pradesh 
Government and is under the possession of 
State Forest Department or not. Land 
Revenue Record supporting the same may be 
provided. 

8. Regarding reply to EDS at point no. 17, it 
has been submitted by the User Agency the 
EC is under process and will be submitted 
when received. Therefore, necessary 
correction in Part-I Para-H is required to be 
done in this regard. 

Necessary correction has 
been done in online Part-
I, Para-H. 

 

9. Regarding reply to EDS at point no. 18, it 
has been submitted by the user agency that 
“During any major disaster extra troops of 
NDRF is required to be deputed for rescue 
work, for which temporary campus have to 
be accommodated. This setback and open 

area is required for the same purpose”. 
However, in the norms of Infrastructure of 
NDRF Battalion no such component like 
setback and open area has been mentioned. 
Also, since the diversion of forest land for 
non-forestry purpose is permitted for barest 
minimum requirement, therefore large areas 
under setback & open area and land 
vegetation components cannot be 
considered. Therefore, the proposal needs to 
be reviewed and revised accordingly. 

The total area of 
proposed project has 
been reduced to 23.97 
Ha. Accordingly the area 
for setback & open area 
has also been reduced to 
minimize the use of 
forest land. 

Justification Attached 
as Annexure-VI 

10. In component wise breakup many 
components have been mentioned which are 
not identical with the components mentioned 
in the Norms of NDRFB. Therefore, the 
same may be reviewed and accordingly all 
the components may be revised, and should 
be identical as per Norms of NDRFB. 

Revised component 
detail has been attached 
and uploaded on the 
portal 

Attached as 
Annexure-VII 

11. In component wise breakup a component 
“Land for Vegetative (1.4418 Ha)”has 
been included. The State Govt. may properly 
clarify and justify the use of these proposed 
components. If required, the component may 
be removed from component wise breakup 
and accordingly Diversion Area may be 
revised. 

Revised component 
detail has been uploaded 
and the component 

“Land for Vegetative 

(1.4418 Ha)”has been 
removed from online 
Part-I 

 

      
 

 Sub Divisional Officer  ( C) 
                                                                                        Balh, Distt. Mandi H.P 

 



Annexure-I

















Annexure-II 

 

Undertaking Against Point No.-3 

This is submitted that the total area of the project has been revised 

from 27.57 Ha. to 23.97 Ha. and the area for residential components 

has been reduced to 1.00 ha. Also, the residential component is an 

essential part of the project as per norms of NDRF.   

 
 
 

                                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annexure-III 

Clarification Against point No.-4 

i) As per norms of NDRF the minimum area requirement for establishment 
of NDRF Battalion in Hilly/Mountainous Area is 70 Acres (i.e. 28.328 Ha.) 
and the proposed area is 23.97 Ha. which is as per Norms and copy of office 
memorandum has been attached and uploaded on the portal for 
clarification. 
ii) Legible copy of Norms and office memorandum has been attached and 
uploaded on the portal. 

   

 
                                                                        

 

  



Annexure-III















Annexure-V 

 

Undertaking Against point No.-6 

This is submitted that the total tree coming in the alignment of the 

project will not be felled, only 450 to 550 trees will be felled for built 

up structure and roads. The trees coming in boundary of the 

proposed site will not be felled and will be retained for view cutter 

facility from the civil area. 

 

 

 
 

                                                                        
 

  



Annexure-VI 

Undertaking Against point No.-9 

 

This is submitted that the total area of proposed project has been 

reduced to 23.97 Ha. Accordingly the area for setback & open area 

has also been reduced to minimize the use of forest land. 

 

 

 

 
                                                                     

    
  

 



AREA STATEMENT OF PATCH-I 
Sr. No. Component Area in sqm. Area in Ha. 

1 Outdoor Training Block D   
  

  B 2800 0.28 
  D 25620 2.562 

  E 2720 0.272 

  TOTAL 31140 3.114 

2 Kennel Infrastructure for Dogs 
Training 

1880 

0.188 

4 Quarter Master Stores 696 0.0696 

8 Messes 3750 0.375 

9 20 Bed Hospital 1250 

0.125 

10 Generator Room 100 0.01 

11 Cooperative Stores and Canteen 660 

0.066 

12 Recreation Centre 650 

0.065 

13 Family Welfare Centre 500 0.05 

14 Bank, Post Office, Cyber Cafe and 
Shopping Complex 

500 

0.05 
15 In par estimate the area children 

park 
2500 

0.25 
16 Quarter Guard 100 0.01 
18 Area for dead body management 100 

0.01 
19 Responders fitness room cum 

Gymnasium 
1250 

0.125 
20 Indoor auditorium 400 

0.04 

21 Open Air Auditorium 100 0.01 

24 LIBRARY 150 0.015 

25 Other facilities 1500 0.15 

27 Road & Path 18500 1.85 

28 Set Back & Open area 12000 1.2 

  Boundary set back area 13000 1.3 

29 Sewerage & irrigation system, 
Electrical Sub Station and other 

public utilities 

1650 0.165 

30 Green Cover Area Retained 22397 2.2397 

31 Residential Area 9192 0.9192 

  TOATAL AREA 123965 12.3965 
 

Annexure-VII



AREA STATEMENT OF PATCH-II 
Sr. No. Component AREA in (SQM) Area in Ha. 

1 Outdoor Training Block   

 A 692.38 0.069238 

 C 5260 0.526 

 E 10300 1.03 

 TOTAL 16252.38 1.625238 

3 Communication Block 255 0.0255 

5 MT Block 4130 0.413 

6 ADM Block 2100 0.21 

7 Company 8iTeam office Block 6000 0.6 

8 Messes 11702 1.1702 

17 Training Block 1943 0.1943 

22 Radiological Training Laboratory 1366 0.1366 

23 Warehousing of NDMRS 4000 0.4 

26 Helipad Cum Heli Dropping area 1500 0.15 

27 Road & Path 18000 1.8 

28 Set Back & Open area 20000 2 

 Boundary set back area 10000 1 

29 Sewerage & Irrigation system, 
Electric System 

5465 0.5465 

30 Green Cover Area Retained 13041.62 1.304162 

 Total 115755 11.5755 
 

 

Total Area of the Project = 12.3965 + 11.5755 = 23.97 Ha.  
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