F.No.6-47/2014 WL (31* Meeting)
, Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change

Wildlife Division
kkdk
6" Floor, Vayu Wing
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
Jor Bag Road, Aliganj

New Delhi-110003
Dated: 42.12.2014.

To

The Principal Secretary (Forests)
Department of Forests
Government of Kerala
Vazhuthacaud
Trivandrum-695014.

Sub: Minutes of the 31** Meeting of Standing Committee of NBWL.

Sir,

During the 31% Meeting of Standing Committee of NBWL held on 12-13" August 2014
under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Environment,
Forests and Climate Change, the following proposals pertaining to your State were considered.
The relevant portion of the decision taken in respect of the proposals is reproduced below:

“l.  Proposal for laying LPG cross country pipeline from Kochi Refinery to Coimbatore,
Kerala, The project site is 5.3 km away from the Peechi-Vazhani Wildlifz Sanctuary.

The Member Secretary briefed the Committee regarding the proposal. The representative
of Government of Kerala mentioned that the project envisages laying of 127 dia 229 km long
pipeline from Kochi refinery in Ernakulam district tc the proposed bottling plant in Coimbatore
district, Tamil Nadu for transportation of LPG from its refinery at Kochi. The pipeline is
proposed to be laid underground and would be 5.3 kms from the boundary of the Peechi-
Vazahani Sanctuary.

After discussion, the Standing Committee recommended the proposal subject to the
condition that 2% of the project cost of the area falling in the vicinity of the Sanctuary shall be
deposited with the state wildlife department for wildlife management.

2. Proposal for diversion of 0.655 ha of forest land from Periyar Tiger Reserve for
increasing the height of Kunnar Dam for providing water supply to Sabarimala,
Kerala.

The Member Secretary briefed the committee regarding the proposal. The representative
of Government of Kerala explained the proposal. He informed that purpose for increasing the
height was to meet the water requirement for Sabarimala Temple. The Standing Committee
desired to know if any other alternate have been considered before considering the proposal for
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height of the dam. The proposed diversion does not indicate the area of submergence resulting
from the increased height. The Committee desired that the State Government may submit other
alternative option(s) and all relevant information on the area of the tiger reserve involved/
affected by the dam to the Standing Committee for taking a view on the proposal.

3. Permission for Environmental Impact Assessment Study (EIA) for construction of a

new Mullaperiyar Dam, Kerala. (EIA study will be carried out in 10 km radius area,
around the project site).

The Member Secretary briefed the Committee regarding the proposai. The representative
of the State Government of Kerala informed that the proposal was for permission of Standing
Committee of NBWL for conducting an EIA for construction of new Mullaperiyar dam. He said
that the EIA would be carried out in a 10 kms radius of around the proposed dam site. The
present Mullaperiyar dam is within the Periyar Tiger Reserve. However, the present EIA study
does not entail any diversion of land not any erosion to forest land.

After discussion, the Standing committee decided to recommend the proposal, as it was
only for an EIA study. The Committee was of the opinion that carrying out EI4 should not be
construed as recommendation for diversion. The Standing Committee also decided that all such
conditions, as stipulated by the Siate Board for Wildlife and State Chief Wildlife Warden shall be
complied with by the project proponents.”

The above recommendation(s) are subject to the existing directives of Hon’ble Supreme
Court and provisions of Forests (Conservation) Act, 1980.

Yours faithfully

R Refer a‘w‘%iw; -

(Rajasekhar Ratti
Scientist ‘C’/Deputy Director (WL)
Copy to:

—_

The Chief Wildlife Warden, Government of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram-695014.

2. The AddLPr. Chief Conservator of Forests, Ministry of Environment & Forests, Regional
Office (SZ). Kendriya Sadan, 4" Floor E&F Wings, 17" Main Road, T Block,
Koranmangala, Banglore-560034.

3. The General Manager, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Itd., Industrial & Commercial,

‘. Kochi Territory Office, Kochi Refinery Marketing Office, Ambalamugal,

4.  The Joint Secretary, I.A. Division, MoEF & CC.

The Inspector General of Forests, FC Division, MoEF & CC.
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(Rajasekhar Ratti)
Scientist ‘C’/Deputy Director (WL)



