Recommendation Note

Details of Project
1. Name Construction of bypass around Chatra town
on NH-22 (Old NH-99) in the state of
Jharkhand under EPC Mode
2. Proposal No. FP/JH/ROAD/146786/2021
3. Forest Land applied for diversion 64.0849 Ha
4. User Agency Executive Engineer Nh Division Hazaribagh

The proposal has been submitted for diversion of 64.0849 Ha of forest land for
construction of bypass of NH-99 around Chatra town in Chatra South Forest Division. The
proposed area is lying in 14 villages viz: Arudana, Banasam, Basaria, Chatra, Darha,
Mohnadih, Nagwan, Giran, Pakaria, Khap, Changer, Dewaria, Mahapur urf Balia and Kamat,
Out of 64.0849 Ha of forest land proposed to be diverted, 51.114 Ha land is notified forest
land and 12.97 Ha of land is GMJJ land.

It was found that the linear project is fragmenting notified forest areas into small
patches (image shown above). Such fragmentation of forest land into small pockets would
render these habitats inaccessible for wildlife majorly nocturnal animals and would also make
them prone to encroachment. Hence, it is suggested to ensure mitigative measures for
connecting these patches to the rest of the forest land via culverts of suitable sizes.

Though presence of mega herbivores such as Asian Elephants has not been reported
in the nearby areas, there is presence of rock pythons, hyenas, Jackal, Jungle cats, porcupines
in the area. It is, therefore, recommended to mandate a Site-specific Wildlife Management
Plan.

The area was found to be highly prone to erosion. Hence a Soil and Moisture
Conservation Plan is necessary to recoup the area.

As, the proposal will help ameliorate the traffic congestion in the town area and will
provide sufficient carriage way for the vehicular traffic, the proposal is recommended as per
table attached with miti gative measures.

The proposal, has been submitted for diversion of total of 64.0849 Ha of forest land out of
which 7.69 Ha of forest land has been proposed for “Utility” purposes, wherein, 4.0 ha has to
be utilised for developing roadside amenities such as Cafeteria, Hospital, Restrooms etc. These are
non-site-specific activities and can be developed on non-forest land as well. Hence not
recommended. Remaining 3.69 Ha of forest land proposed to be diverted is to be utilised for
constructing ducts for cables, side drains etc. which is site-specific and accordingly recommended.

Hence, a total of 4.0 Ha Ha was found to be non-site-specific and not recommended. Balance

60.0849 Ha of forest land proposed for diversion is recommended
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