No.DTDO-KLU-WSA-FCA-South Portal- £S5 7)

a8
e OFFICE OF THE DISTT. TOURISM DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, KULLU, HP.
To

The Divisional Forest Officer,
Kullu Forest Division,
Distt. Kullu HP

Dated: Kullu, the ' <K May, 2024

Subject: Diversion of 0.3644 of forest land in favor of the Tourism Department
Himachal Pradesh for the construction of Way Side Amenities (WSA)
near Atal Tunnel, within the jurisdiction of Kullu Forest Division
Distt. Kullu HP (Online Proposal No.FP/HP/Others/68104/2020)-reg.

Sir,

Kindly refer to letter received from Deputy Inspector General of Forests
(Central), MEFCC dated 02-05-2024 addressed to Worthy Additional Chief Secretary (Forest) to
the Govt. of HP and copy endorsed to others on the subject cited above.(Copy enclosed)

In this regard, it is submitted that the Atal Tunnel, Rohtang facilitates the
movement of vehicles to border areas. It’s a strategically important point and lifeline to Lahaul &
Spiti, Pangi area of Chamba District and the Leh Ladakh Union Territory. Due to the
construction of Atal Tunnel at Rohtang, the tourist footfall has increased manifolds in the last
couple of years i.e. January 2022 to December 2023, with 25,76,307 vehicles and
approx.1,03,05,228 tourists/people crossing the tunnel as per vehicle data received from police
authorities. In the absence of basic amenities in the area, tourists tend to litter and ease out in the
surrounding open area. Hence, there is urgent need for construction of basic amenities for
tourists to obviate pollution and for the purpose of better Solid Management. The proposed
amenities shall help in intensive management of the garbage as well as protect the ecology of the
area.

Further, in the state of Himachal Pradesh, more than 66% of the total
geographical area is legally forest land, as all the waste lands of the State have been declared
protected forests under IFA 1927 in 1952. The proposed land, devoid of any vegetation, also falls

under this category. As such, non-forest/ Revenue lands are NOT available in the vicinity of the
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proposed diversion, which is absolutely Site Specific i.e. near to the Atal Tunnel Rohtang.
Further, the land proposed for diversion is inescapable and it is a site-specific proposal.

It is further submitted that inescapability certificate of the proposed land
issued by Deputy Commissioner, Kullu is also enclosed for kind perusal. You are, therefore
requested to kindly look into the issue and take appropriate action regarding grant of FCA

clearance in the interest of public as well as environmental protection please.

Yours faithfully,

Encl. as above. _ @_)/

Distt. Tourism Development Officer,
Kullu, Distt. Kullu HP
Endst. No.as above. Dated:

Copy forwarded to :-

1. The Additional Chief Secretary (Forest) to the Govt. of HP for information please.
2. The Director, Tourism & Civil Aviation HP Shimla-9 for information and request

to kindly pursue the matter with authorities concerned please.

Distt. Tourism Development Officer,
Kullu, Distt. Kullu HP
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Iy Tidteaa
AR WHR/GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
1 BRI, SSTg, SU-BRied, fawe

Sub-Office, Shimla of Regional Office, Chandigarh £xi/Email : iro.shimla-mefcc@gov.in

; < 4N/Tel.0177-2658285,
b el qgfeRor, a9 3R ARy aRex e tawi/Fax: 0177-2657517
ATHT Wt Ministry of Envnronmem Forest and Climate Change
N A CGO Complex, Shivalik Khand, Longwood w Lifestyle for
PR st INDIA f%’ﬂ’ila m 171001 Environment

Shimla, Himachal Pradesh - 171001

Date: 05.2024

Ifafs g&7 |fea ()

femmaet Uy TRBR
e fafesT, faman
(E-mail: forestsecy-hp@nic.in)

v Diversion of 0.3644 ha of forest land in favor of the Tourism

Department Himachal Pradesh for the construction of Way Side
Amenities (WSA) near Atal Tunnel, within the jurisdiction of Kullu
Forest Division, Distt. Kullu, Himachal Pradesh. (Online Proposal No.
FP/HP/Others/68104/2020) -reg.

eeo: e IIfAHR-T8-TdRfHue (vosdiv), fearaer oo, f9et-1. oo HHid No. Ft.48-

5059/2019 (FCA) dated 24.04.2024.
Sir,
Kindly refer to the online proposal of the Government of Himachal Pradesh on the
above-mentioned subject, seeking prior approval of the Central Government for the

diversion of 0.3644 ha.of forest land for non-forestry purposes in accordance with
Section 2 of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980.

Since the extant proposal is a non-site specific project, as per Para 1.10 of
Consolidated Guidelines and Clarifications on Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan) Adhiniyvam, 1980 and Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Rules, 2023, MoEF&CC issued on 29.12.2023 “Utilization of forest area for
establishing industries, construction of residential colonies, institutes,
rehabilitation of displaced persons, etc. are non-site-specific activities and
cannot be considered on forest land as a rule. For that matter, no non-site
specific proposal can be entertained for considering approval under the
Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980”. Therefore, State Govt.
shall explore the Non-forest land for the proposed Diversion area

T8 UF e BRI & SRIeT SuRid W o ¥ 3|

Signed by s )

Raja Ram Singh
it i Sd/-
Date: 02-05-2024 17:29:16 (< T i)
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wRifAfY Faemet vd snaers srfar 2y Mfa:
1- e ften-we-fiRed nu™ g eRvauTe (U6.31.1.), At e avaR, a5 R erdle, e,

(E-mail: nodalfcahp@yahoo.com).
2- iy 99 SR, el A T, el P, fRHTae Q9T (E-mail: head-fordivkul-hp@hp.gov.in).

3- ferTaet yewr wies faum, &iid =, 28 THSIU Birtaied FHGUS fIFelT (E-mail: wsa kullu@gmail.com)



