F. Mo, 8-62/2012-F¢
Covernment of ndia
Ministry of Fnvironment and Forests
(F.C. Division)

Faryavaran Bhawan,

CGO Complex, iodhi Road,

New Dethi - 110003,

Dated: 7t March , 2013

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Madhya Pra desh,
Bhopal.

Sub: Diversion of 128,553 ha. of forest land for construction of 765 KV 5/C Sasan-5atna
Jransmission Line CKT-IT in district Singrauli, Gidhi and Satna in favour of Power Grid
Corporalion of India Ltd.,, Madhya Fradesh.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Addl Principal Chief Conscrvator of Toresls (Land
Management) and Nodal officer, Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Government of Madhya
Pradesh’s letter No. F-4/11/30/2012/10-11/1860 dated 31.05.2012 on the above mentioned
subject, wherein prior approval of the Central Government for the diversion of 128.553 ha. of
forest land for construction of 765 KV §/C Sasan-Satma Transmission Tine CKT-II in district
Singrauli, Sidhi and Sata in favour of Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd., Madhya Pradesh,
was sought, in accordance with section-2 of the Torest (Conservation) Acl, 1980. After careful
consideration of the proposal by the Torest Advisory Committee constituted under Section-3 of
the said Act, Stage-T approval for the said proposal was granted vide this Ministry’s letter of
even nwmber dated 30" January 2013, subjecl to fulfilment of cortain conditions. The State
Government has furnished compliance report in respect of the conditions stipulated in the
stage-t approval and has requested the Central Government to grant final approval.

2. In this connection, T am dirccted to say that on the basis of the compliance repor furnished
by the AddL Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Land Management) and Nodal officer,
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, Government of Madhya Pradesh vide letter No. F-
1/11/30/2012/10-11/632 dated 16.02.2013 and User Agency’s letter No. €5/ TSMD/WR/
Sasan-I1/ 2013 dated 04.03.2013, approval of the Central Government is hereby granted under
Section-2 of the Torest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion of 128.553 ha. ol [orest land for
construction of 765 KV §/C Sasan-Satna I ransmission ine CKT-II in district Singrauli, Sidhi
and Satna in favour of Power Grid Corporation of India L.td., Madhya Pradesh, subject Lo the
following conditions:

(i) T.egal status of the diverted forest land shall remain unchanged;

(i) Compensatory atforestation over the degraded forest land double in extent to the arca ot
diverted forest land shall be raised by the State Forest Department from funds realised
from the user agency;

(iif) ‘L'he State Government of Madhya Pradesh shall realize the additional amount of NIV, if
so0 determined, as per the final decision of the Tlorble Supreme Court of India ard
transfer the same 1o the ad-hoc CAMPA with intimation to this Ministry;

N4
w\w



(iv)

™)

(vi)
(vi1)

(viid)

The wser agency shall obtain the linvironment Clearance as per the provisions of the
Fnvironmental (Protection) Act, 1986, if required;

{0 minimize the felling of for construction of transmission line, user agency shall comply
with the following guidelines:

(a) Felling of trees shall be restricted to width clearance of 3 meters wide strip below
cach conductor for taking the tension stringing equipment. Ihe trees to be felled
shall be marked under supervision of forest staff. After stringing work is completed,

the natural regeneration shall be allowed to come up;
(»  One outer strip shall be left clear to permit maintenance of the transmission line;

(¢) In the remaining width the right of way felling/pollarding/ pruning of trees wili be
done with the permission of the local forest officer whenever necessary to maintain
the electrical clearance, trees shall be allowed to be felled or lopped to the extent
required, for preventing electrical hazards by maintaining the minimum clearance,
as may be stipulated by the Central Llectricity Authority (CEA), between conductors
and trees, The sag and swing of the conductors are to be kept in view white working

out the minimum clearance mentioned as above;

() User agency in consultation with the State Torest Department shall prepare a
detailed scheme for creation and maintenance of plantation of dwarl species
(preferably medicinal plants) in right of way under the transmission line, and
provide funds within a period of thirty days from the date of issue of this letter, for
exocution of the said scheme by the State Forest Department. In case the user agency
fails to prepare the scheme and deposit the amount required for its implementation,
the State Government shall withdraw the land transfer order and the work shall be
stopped;

(¢) Incase a portion of the transmission lines to be constructed is located in hilly areas,

where adequate clearance is alrcady available, trees shall not be cut;

No labour camp shall be established on the forest land;

The State Government shall within a period of thirty days confirm the claim of the user
agency regarding action taken by them against person(s) responsible for execution of
project activities on non-forest land pending reccipt of approval under the Act, and take
credible action against them for violation of para 4.4 of the guidelines issued by this
Ministry for implmnentation of the Forest (C onservation) Act, 1980. State Government
shall within a period of thirty days also submit details of action taken by them against the

concerned officials of the State Government who failed to prevent the said violation;

The user agency shall within a period of thirty days submit undertakings Lo comply wi th
conditions stipulated at sl. No. 2 (i) and 2 (ii) in the in-principle approval for diversion of
the said forest land accorded by this Ministry vide letter of even number dated
30.01.2013;
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(ix) The Slale-Government shall within a period of one month submit report on action to be
taken by then in para (v) (d), (vii) and (viif) above. In casc of failure of (he State
Government to submit the said report within a period of one month and acceptance of
the same by this Ministry, within the next one month, the stage-1I approval accorded for

diversion of the said forest land shall automatically stand revoked;

(x) 'The User Agency shall provide alternate fuel to the labousers and the staff working at
the site so as to avoid any damage and pressure on the adjacenl forest areas;

(xi) ['he boundary of the forest fand being diverted shall be demarcated on ground at the
project cost, by erccting four feet high reinforced cement concrete pillars, cach inscribed
with its serial number, DGPS coordinates, forward and back bearing and distance from
pillar to pillar;

(xii) The forest land shall nol be used for any purpose other than that specified in the
proposal;

(xiit)  The forest land proposed to be diverted shall under no circumstances be transferred to
any other agency, deparlment or person without prior approval of the Central
Govermment;

(xiv) Any tree felling shall be done only when it is unavoidable and that too under strict
supervision of the State Torest Department;

(xv)  Any other condition that this Ministry and its Regional Office (Western Zone), Bhopal
may stipulate, from time to time, in the interest of conscrvation, protection and
development of {orests & wildlife;

(xvi) User agency shall submit annual self-monitoring, report, indicating status of compliance
to the conditions stipulated in the approval, Lo the State Government and the concerned
Regional Office of this Ministry; and

(xvi) The user agency and the State Government of Madhya Pradesh shall ensure compliance
to provisions of the all relevant Acts, Rules, Regulations and Guidelines, for the time
being in force, as applicable to the project.

Yours faithfully,

91/

(H.C. Chaudhary)
Assistant Inspector General of I'orests
Copy to-
1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal.
2. The Nodal Officer, Forest Department, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal.
3. The CCF (Central), Regional Office, Bhopal.

4 ser Agency.
= N;Ionitorzng Cell, EC Division, MoLF, New Delhi. pr
6. Guard File. SN

(H.C. Chaudhary)
Assistant Inspector General of Torests



