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8-O6/2025-FC

l/10689c/zoz6

Fite No. B_06/2025-FC
Government of lndia

IVinistry of Environment, Forest rnJCfirute Chanoe(ForestConservationDivisioni''*"vv

To

lndira P ary av aran Bhawan
Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road

New Dethi- 110003
Dated: 17-03-2026

The Principal Secretary (Forests)
uovernment of [Vaharashtra
Ir/umbai.
subject: proposar,.{gr 

-sgexjng prior approvar of the centrar Governmentunder section 2 (illi? of the Va-n [s"nr"t 
"t,"n 

iru, samvardhan) Adhiniyam,1980 in favour of JSW Energy psF rwo LimiteJioi'non-forestry use ot 243.24ha' (shahapur Division 181.7s rr" and west ttasit< oivision 62.29 Ha) of forestland (reserved forest, protected forest and private forest) for Bhav# Fumpeostorage project 
.(150b Mu in Thane a rv"",. iistrict in the state ofMaharashrra (onrine propo"rr No. Fp/MH/HyD/i#; iotzozzl_ r"g.It/adam/Sir, 't" ' Yt rvv.'rr

I am directed to refer to the Govt. of ft/aharashtra's letter No. FLD-I 225/CR-1011F-10 dated 05'08'2025 ano ruttr,er intormition"Juomitted vide letter dated19'01.2026 on the 
,subject proposar see*ing--p;or-'approvar of the centrarGovernment in accordanc'e wittr sectio n 2 (\ iiilir ir.,. Van (sanrakshan Evamsamvardhan) Adhiniyam, 'r980 ,ilt:ry^,1q1ti,1nrro.sar was considered in theAdvisory committee meeting held on 27.oz.zoza.-tie iltaireo minutes of the saidmeeting is placed on thJ website of this tr/iririi;;**.parivesh.nic.in. After

r"Jffiil3'fll*ffif,'oposal, the committee deferr.J'tr," proposar for want of the

i' As per the component-wise breakup of the forest land proposed for diversion,40'91 ha of forest rand has been proposed for muck dumping and jobfacilities' The state Government shall exptore the possibility of shifting ofsuch non-site specific activities on Non-fordsilanJ..
ii' As per the component-wise break-up, o.zz ii- of forest rand has beenproposed for the approach road_to tne upper Jrn uno 39.162 ha for theapproach road to the rower dam. The state cor"rnr"nt sharr re_examine therequirement of forest rand for these rouJi'i"u.r.r. and optimize therequirement of forest land for construction oi th" roads with regard to the

lJ:: iJlili#:X,|:lioad, 
and further 

"rpioi. 
tr,Jpossioirity of reirisning the

2, .ln.view of above, the State Government isas indicated above, ror turifierlo^risiieration or
requested to furnish the information.
the proposal in the wtinLtry- 

rrrq'vrI'

Yours faithfully,
sd/_

Deputy r nspector JHtliSIr:',[n,?]



8-O5/20?5-FC

Copy to:-

t. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFE Deparlment of Forest,
Government of lt/aharashtra, Nagpur.

2. P.PGF (^Central),..Regional Office, tt/inistry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Nagpur.

3. The APCCF-cum-Nodal Officer (FCA), Government of tVaharashtra, Nagpur.
4. The User Agency.
5' The [Vlonitoring Cell, FC Division, tt/oEF&CC, New Delhi for uploading the

letter on PARIVESH portal.

Desk-10iFCA/A-2o/CR-80124-2sl 43 I 125-

Thane- 400 603 Date ->0 /03/

Copy to the Chief Conservator of Forests (T.), Nashik for information and necessary action.

Copy to the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Shahapur and West Nashik for information and nec

action.

Copy to Authorized signatory, JSW Energy PSP Two Limited at JSW centre, Bandra Kurla
Bandra (East) Mumbai-400 051 for information and necessary action.

Encl. :- As Stated.
Divisional Forest Officer(V.),Thane

office of the Chief Conservator of Forests (T.), Thane

Digitally signed
Raja Ram Singh
Date: 17-03-2
13:31:35

D:\1)Desk-10\2,Shahapur division\243.74 ha. Bhavali Pumped Storage Project,docx



OFFICE QF THE PRUVCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS (HEAD OF
FOREST FORCE), MAHARASHTRA STATE) NAGPUR

ADDITIONAL PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS AND NODAL OFFICER
First Floor, 'B’ Wing, Van Bha\ran, Civil Lines, Nagpur440001.

Tel no. 0712-2556916 E-mail- p;x£fnodal@rnWrbLpy.h

No.:Desk- 17/SI/PID- 153240/Than a’68 ( /2025 -26

Nagpur – 440 001, Dated : as { 03 (2D %
To,

The Authorized Signatory,
JSW Energy PSP Two Ltd.
At JSW Centre Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra
Mumbai-40005 1

(East),

Sub:- Proposal for seeking prior approval of the Central Government under Section 2 (i) (ii) of
the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 in favour of JSW Energy
PSP Two Limited for non-forestry use of 243.74 ha. (Shahapur Division 181.45 ha and
West Nasik Division 62.29 Ha) of forest land (reserved forest, protected forest and
private forest) for Bhavali Pumped Storage Project (1500 MW) in Thane & Nasik
District in the State of Maharashtra (Online proposal No. FP/MH/HYD/15324C)/2022)–
reg

Ref:- The Government of India, MoEF&CC, New Dlehi letter no. File No.8-06/2025-FC,
dated 17/03/2026.

The copy of the Government of India, MoEF&CC, New Dlehi letter referred above is
enclosed herewith for information & necessary action.

It is therefore requested to submit compliance with all relevant documents in English
through proper channel to this office for further submission to the Ministry for consideration of
the proposal for approval A\1 4 /

(N. Jbykuf;laran)
Member Secretary

Deputy Conservator of Forests
(Forest Conservation)

Enel:- As above

Copy to Chief Conservator of Forests (T), Thane for information and necessary action..
Copy of the Chief Conservator of Forests (T), Nashik for information and necessary action.
Copy to the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Shahapur Forest Division, Shahapur for information

and necessary action
Copy to the Deputy Conservator of Forests, West Nashik Forest Division for information and

necessary aCtIOn

Back query 1111



File No. 8-06/2025-FC
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)

****
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan

Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road
New Delhi- 110003
Dated: 17-03-2026

To
The Principal Secretary (Forests)
Government of Maharashtra
Mumbai.
Subject: Proposal for seeking prior approval of the Central Government
under Section 2 (i) (ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam,
1980 in favour of JSW Energy PSP Two Limited for non-forestry use of 243.74
ha. (Shahapur Division 181.45 ha and West Nasik Division 62.29 Ha) of forest
land (reserved forest, protected forest and private forest) for Bhavali Pumped
Storage Project (1500 MW) in Thane & Nasik District in the State of
Maharashtra (Online proposal No. FP/MH/HYD/153240/2022)– reg.
Madam/Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Govt. of Maharashtra’s letter No. FLD-1225/CR-
101/F-10 dated 05.08.2025 and further information submitted vide letter dated
19.01.2026 on the subject proposal seeking prior approval of the Central
Government in accordance with Section 2 (1) (ii) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam
Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980 and to say that the proposal was considered in the
Advisory Committee meeting held on 27.02.2026. The detailed minutes of the said
meeting is placed on the website of this Ministry: www.parivesh.nic.in. After
examination of the proposal, the Committee deferred the proposal for want of the
following information:

i. As per the component-wise breakup of the forest land proposed for diversion,
40.91 ha of forest land has been proposed for muck dumping and job
facilities. The State Government shall explore the possibility of shifting of
such non-site specific activities on Non-forest lands.

ii. As per the component-wise break-up, 0.77 ha of forest land has been
proposed for the approach road to the upper dam and 39.162 ha for the
approach road to the lower dam. The State Government shall re-examine the
requirement of forest land for these roads, reassess and optimize the
requirement of forest land for construction of the roads with regard to the
gradient and width of road, and further explore the possibility of realigning the
road to non-forest land.

 
2.   In view of above, the State Government is requested to furnish the information,
as indicated above, for further consideration of the proposal in the Ministry.

 
Yours faithfully, 

Sd/-
(Raja Ram Singh)

Deputy Inspector General of Forests

8-06/2025-FC I/166890/2026



Copy to:- 

1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & HoFF, Department of Forest,
Government of Maharashtra, Nagpur.

2. DDGF (Central), Regional Office, Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Nagpur.

3. The APCCF–cum-Nodal Officer (FCA), Government of Maharashtra, Nagpur.
4. The User Agency.
5. The Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi for uploading the

letter on PARIVESH portal.

8-06/2025-FC I/166890/2026



Energy PSP Two Limited  

Regd. Office: JSW Centre, 

Bandra Kurla Complex, 
Bandra (East), Mumbai – 400 051, 
 

CIN: U40108MH2021PLC367136 
 Phone: 022-4286 1000 
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Compliance of Essential Detail Sought (EDS) dtd. 17.03.2026: 
 

Sr. 
No. 

Observation/Shortcoming Clarification & required Documents and Annexures 

1. As  per  the  component‐
wise breakup of the forest 
land  proposed  for 
diversion,  40.91  ha  of 
forest  land  has  been 
proposed  for  muck 
dumping and job facilities. 
The  State  Government 
shall  explore  the 
possibility  of  shifting  of 
such  non‐site  specific 
activities  on  Non‐forest 
lands 
 

Justification for Location of Dumping & Job Facility Areas 

It is respectfully submitted that the Bhavali Pumped Storage Project (PSP) is 
inherently site‐specific in nature, as pumped storage schemes are governed 
by  stringent  topographical,  geological,  hydrological  and  engineering 
requirements.  

Shifting of the dumping and job facility areas is not feasible due to the site‐
specific nature of the project in view of following constraints: 

‐ Detailed  reconnaissance  of  the  lower  reservoir  project  area 
indicates that the surrounding region is predominantly forest land. 

‐ The nearest potential non‐forest/Non‐Tribal private land identified 
is  located  at  a  distance  of  more than 75km away  and  that  too 
outside Thane district.  

‐ Shifting  dumping  areas  to  locations  75 km away  would  require 
additional  access  roads,  significantly  increasing  the  forest land 
requirement for roads, which may become comparable to or even 
exceed the dumping area requirement itself. For example, shifting 
of dumping site even 15 km will increase the diversion of forest land 
in road component by approx. 50 Ha. 

‐ Additionally,  long‐distance  transportation  of  muck  would  lead  to 
higher fuel consumption, increased emissions, disturbance to forest 
areas and wildlife and additional safety risks. It would also adversely 
affect  construction  efficiency  due  to  increased  cycle  time  and 
repeated handling of material, thereby impacting the construction 
schedule & Project viability. The detailed studies on environmental 
impact of distant Dumping area was submitted vide EDS reply dtd. 
06.01.26.  

In view of above, shifting of dumping and job facility areas is not feasible. 
However, we have reviewed in detail various options to further optimize 
forest  land  requirement  for  the  same.  Through  revised  construction 
methodology, phased utilization of infrastructure, adoption of engineered 
stabilization and compaction measures, it is now proposed to reduce the 
Dumping and job facility area of 40.91 ha to 23.122 ha which is about 
17.788 ha (43.5%) reduction in forest area. 



Energy PSP Two Limited  

Regd. Office: JSW Centre, 

Bandra Kurla Complex, 
Bandra (East), Mumbai – 400 051, 
 

CIN: U40108MH2021PLC367136 
 Phone: 022-4286 1000 
Fax: 022-4286 3000 

 

 
          
     
 
        Part of O.P. Jindal Group     
 

 

The reduced area of Dumping sites is as follows: 

 

While revising the muck dumping area requirement, special emphasis was 
given to reduction of Reserve forest area. As a result, of the total 17.788 Ha 
area reduced, 11.824 ha (66.5%) is Reserved Forest and 5.964 ha. (33.5%) 
is Private Forest area. 

It is further submitted that: 

‐ The muck disposal areas are directly linked to tunnel portals, dam 
excavation  zones  and  underground  works.  Location  of  these 
facilities in close proximity to the excavation sites is essential for: 

 Minimize environmental impacts on ecology 
 Improve construction efficiency and reduce duration of forest 

disturbance 
 Reduce haulage distance of excavated material 
 Minimizing Safety Risks 
 Reducing Social Impact 
 Ease of environmental monitoring and compliance: 

‐ Of the total 6.45 MCM excavation, 3.61 MCM (56%) will be reused, 
while 2.84 MCM (44%) will be disposed of at the proposed dumping 
sites. 

‐ The proposed muck disposal sites are located in areas having low 
vegetation  density  and  have  been  selected  to  avoid  dense  forest 
patches. A comprehensive and approved Muck Management Plan 
has  been  prepared,  incorporating  engineering  stabilization 
measures  and  biological  reclamation,  ensuring  environmental 
protection, slope stability and long‐term restoration of the sites. 

‐ It  is  also  kindly  submitted  that  the  Expert  Appraisal  Committee 
(River  Valley  &  Hydroelectric  Projects),  MoEF&CC,  conducted  site 
visit  on  2nd  &  3rd  Jan  2025.  The  findings  of  the  site  visit  were 
discussed  amongst  the  Hon’ble  EAC  members  under  Additional 
Agenda Item 22.4 in the 22nd EAC Meeting held on 10th Jan., 2025. 
The  Committee  recommendations  as  per  the  Minutes  of  the 
Meeting are reproduced hereunder.  



Energy PSP Two Limited  
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“the relocation of muck disposal site may not be insisted on 
while considering the proposal for clearance since the muck 
disposal site was found to have been selected properly. 
Further, ecologically better sites were not appeared available 
in nearby areas. Any relocation at this stage might lead to 
much changes and may lead to more adverse consequences. 
However, safety measures as contained in EMP and in other 
documents should be adhered into”. 

‐ It is kindly submitted that the dumping areas shall be stabilized and 
restored in accordance with the approved Muck Management Plan 
and  handed  over  to  state  forest  department.   We  have  also 
submitted an undertaking confirming that the Muck disposal site 
will be properly stabilized and scientifically reclaimed with 
vegetation after completion of disposal activities and will not be 
used for any Non-forest activities.  

2. As  per  the  component‐
wise  break‐up,  0.77  ha  of 
forest  land  has  been 
proposed for the approach 
road to the upper dam and 
39.162  ha  for  the 
approach  road  to  the 
lower  dam.  The  State 
Government  shall  re‐
examine  the  requirement 
of  forest  land  for  these 
roads,  reassess  and 
optimize  the  requirement 
of  forest  land  for 
construction  of  the  roads 
with regard to the gradient 
and  width  of  road,  and 
further  explore  the 
possibility of realigning the 
road to non‐forest land. 
 
 

It is respectfully submitted that access roads are essential for connectivity 
between  various  project  components  such  as  dam  sites,  tunnel  portals, 
underground  works  and  construction  facilities  during  the  execution  & 
operational stage.  

The road network was originally planned considering the requirements of 
construction  methodology,  heavy  equipment  transportation,  hill  road 
gradients, turning radius at bends and long‐term operational accessibility. 

Further, the alignment of roads is significantly influenced by site topography 
and terrain conditions. The project area lies in steep hilly terrain with a gross 
head of approximately 450 m. Hill roads cannot be constructed in straight 
alignment which necessitates the proposed road length & area. 

Optimization of Project Road Area  

In  compliance  with  the  observations  the  road  alignment,  construction 
methodology and access planning for project components were reviewed in 
detail with the objective of further minimizing the forest land requirement. 

Accordingly, the following optimization measures have been undertaken: 

‐ Optimization of carriageway width 
‐ Reduction in Surface Road Footprint through underground access 

Based on these considerations, the forest land requirement for Roads in 
Lower reservoir area is reduced from 39.162 ha to 19.381 Ha.  

 
Based on the above revised area proposal, Component wise Project land break up is attached as Annexure-1 and 
undertaking  w.r.t  submission  of  revised  documentation  for  the  proposed  forest  area  reduction  is  attached  as 
Annexure -2. 



Annexure-1 

Bhavali PSP- Forest Land Area Reduction & Component wise Breakup 

The requirement of  forest  land  is reduced to  207.171 ha as against the earlier proposed  243.74 ha 
(reduction of approximately 36.569 ha).  The  revised  component‐wise  break‐up  of  the  land 
requirement is as follows: 

Sr. 
No. 

Component 
Revised Forest Area (ha.) Total Revised 

Forest Area  
(ha.) 

Non- 
Forest 

Area (ha.) 

Total 
Area (ha.) 

Reserved/Protec
ted Forest 

Private 
Forest 

1  TRT (Underground)  5.397  0  5.397  0  5.397 
2  Cable & Ventilation  0.211  0  0.211  0  0.211 
3  Upper Dam & Reservoir  58.42  0  58.42  29.15  87.57 
4  Lower Dam & Reservoir  44.92  36.18  81.1  0  81.1 
5  Working Space   0  4.8  4.8  0  4.8 
6  Pothead Yard  0.9  0  0.9  0  0.9 
7  Fire Fighting Tank  0.1  0  0.1  0  0.1 
8  Saddle Dam  0.11  0  0.11  0  0.11 
9  ADIT/ MAT (Underground)  1.452  0.237  1.689  0  1.689 
10  Approach Road to Upper Dam  0.77  0  0.77  1.93  2.7 
11  Service Corridor  3.786  0  3.786  0  3.786 
12  HRT (Underground)  4.513  0  4.513  0  4.513 
13  Power House (Underground)  0.954  0  0.954  0  0.954 
14  Approach Road to Lower Dam  10.851  8.53  19.381  0  19.381 
15  TRC  1.918  0  1.918  0  1.918 
16  Dumping Area & Job facilities ‐1   0  7.916  7.916  0  7.916 
17  Dumping Area & Job facilities ‐2  15.206  0  15.206  0  15.206 

Total 149.508 57.663 207.171 31.08 238.25 

 
The previous component‐wise break‐up of the land requirement is as follows: 

 
 

Sr. 
No. 

Component 
Reserved Forest Area (ha.) Total Forest 

Area (ha.) 
Non- 

Forest 
Area (ha.) 

Total Area 
(ha.) Reserved/Protec

ted Forest 
Private 
Forest 

1  TRT (Underground)  4.2  0  4.2  0  4.2 
2  Cable & Ventilation  0.084  0  0.084  0  0.084 
3  Upper Dam & Reservoir  58.42  0  58.42  29.15  87.57 
4  Lower Dam & Reservoir  44.92  36.18  81.1  0  81.1 
5  Working Space  0  4.8  4.8  0  4.8 
6  Pothead Yard  0  0  0  0  0 
7  Fire Fighting Tank  0  0  0  0  0 
8  Saddle Dam  0.11  0  0.11  0  0.11 
9  ADIT/ MAT (Underground)  0.23  0.76  0.99  0  0.99 

10  Approach Road to Upper Dam  0.77  0  0.77  1.93  2.7 
11  Service Corridor  2.874  0  2.874  0  2.874 
12  HRT (Underground)  6.68  0  6.68  0  6.68 
13  Power House (Underground)  2  0  2  0  2 
14  Approach Road to Lower Dam  20.932  18.230  39.162  0  39.162 
15  TRC  1.64  0  1.64  0  1.64 
16  Dumping Area & Job facilities ‐1  4.455  13.88  18.335  0  18.335 
17  Dumping Area & Job facilities ‐2  22.575  0  22.575  0  22.575 

Total 169.89 73.85 243.74 31.08 274.82 
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