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(To be attached to part I)
Opinion of the Chief Wildlife Warden, Maharashtra State

[“Proposal for diversion of 99.95 ha. forest land for Guguldoh Manganese Ore
Block for mining in village Manegaon Tal. Ramtek Dist. Nagpur (Pench —Navegaon —
Nagzira- Tiger Reserve-Umred Pauni-Karhandala Sanctuary Tiger Corridor)”)
i) Brief history of the Protected Area :-
The area under consideration is not in protected area i.e national park or wildlife

sanctuary but fall under the Pench —Navegaon —Nagzira- Tiger Reserve-Umred Pauni-

Karhandala Sanctuary Tiger Corridor

ii) Current status of wildlife:-

As the proposed area is protected forest, it is burdened with grazing and other rights
Wildlife occurrence in the area is occasional.
;ii} Current status of pressures on Protected Areas :-

The area is not a protected area. So, all type of biotic pressure exists. There are

villages around and therefore cattle population is significant. The area of Proposed Project is

protected forest so all sort of rights of villagers exist on that area.

iv) Impact of project on wildlife, habitat management and access/use of resource by

various stakeholders :-

There will be impact of the project on the wildlife Movement as the proposed area
falls in Tiger Corridor as ascertained by Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun “Tiger

Corridors of Eastern Vidarbha Landscape™.

As the area involved is part of protected forest, various rights related to collection of

forest produce, grazing etc will be affected.

v) Contiguous wildlife areas, which would benefit wildlife if added to National
Parks/Sanctuary :-
The Pench National Park and Mansingdeo sanctuary which is part of Critical Tiger
habited of Pench Tiger Reserve is 9.10 away from the project area and nearby area of
Mogarkasa (103.92 sq.km) is already notified as Conservation Reserve so suitable area which

can be further added to PA is not available.
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vi) Other areas in the State, which have been recommended by State Government,
Wildlife Institute of India, BNHS, SACON, IISC, IUCN or other expert body for

inclusion in Protected Area Network :-

The various area recommended by Wildlife Institute of India, BNHS, and other
stakeholders is considered and majority of the areas have been notified as protected area
from 2012 to 2022. Following is the abstract of such area notified as protected areas during

2012 to 2022.

Sr. No. Particular Nos. Area (in Ha.)
1 Wildlife Sanctuary 15 2032.587
) Conservation Reserve 25 1837.63
Total 40 3870.217

Proposals for notification of following Protected Areas are being examined and some

are under the consideration of State Government.

Sr. | Name of proposed WLS /Cons. Reserve District Ap_prox. Area

No. (sq.kms)
I 2 3 T
1 Gaganbawada Conservation Reserve Kolhapur 105.47
2 Ajara- Bhudargad Conservation Reserve Kolhapur 246.63
3 Taharabad Conservation Reserve Nashik i 122.45
4 Roha Conservation Reserve Thane 7 2730
5 Chivatibari Conservation Reserve Dhule 66.04
6 Velhe-Mulshi Conservation Reserve Pune / Raigad 87.41
7 Naneghat Conservation Reserve Pune / Thane 08.78
8 Bhorgirigad Conservation Reserve Pune 37.64
9 Dindori Conservation Reserve Nashik 62.10
10 Surgana Conservation Reserve Nashik ~ 86.28
11 Kareghat Conservation Reserve Nandurbar 97.45
12 Chinchpada Conservation Reserve Nandurbar - 93.91
13 Alibag Conservation Reserve Raigad 60.03
14 Ghera Manikgad Conservation Reserve Raigad 53.25
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15 Rajmachi Conservation Reserve Thane/Pune 8315
16 [Lonavala Conservation Reserve Pune / Raigad 121.20
17 Gumtara Conservation Reserve Thane 125.50
18 - Jawhar Conservation Reserve Palghar 118.28
19 Dhamani Conservation Reserve Palghar 49.15
20 Aéherigad Conservation Reserve Palghar 80.95
21 Aatpadi Conservation Reserve Sangli 9.48
22 Ekara Conservation Reserve Chandrapur 102.99
Total 1935.44
Nagpur (Maheep Gupta)

Dated :-16 /03/2023
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PART-1V

(To be completed by the Chief Wildlife Warden within 15 days of the receipt of Part-II and III)
Opinion of the Chief Wildlife Warden, Maharashtra State

[“Proposal for diversion of 99.95 ha. forest land for Guguldoh Manganese Ore
Block for mining in village Manegaon Tal. Ramtek Dist. Nagpur (Pench —~Navegaon —
Nagzira- Tiger Reserve-Umred Pauni-Karhandala Sanctuary Tiger Corridor )"

Date of Receipt of Part-1I and 111 by the
Chief Wild Life Warden or the officer

authorized by him in this regard.

16/09/2022 and 10/02/2023 1

Do you agree with the information and
recommendations provided by the

officer-in-charge in Part-III.

Yes.

If not, please provide the reasons.

Not applicable

Have you visited the site yourself and

held discussions with the applicant?

No.

a) Do you agree that the present
proposal for permitting use of NP
/WLS area is the best option or only
option and is viable?

No work permission sought in any NP/WLS. But the
permission is being sought as the proposed area is in
tiger corridor identified as per report in publication of

Wildlife Institute of India in its publication "Tiger

Corridor of Eastern Vidarbha Land scape. _
|

b) Whether proposal subjudice ? If yes
give details.

No. '

Please provide specific comments

w. 1. t. Section 29 of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act 1972.

Project does not envisage any disturbance to wild life or
Tiger Reserve in terms of section 29 and section 35(6)
of Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972. As the proposed area

is not in any protected area.

Any other information that you would
bring to the notice of the State Board,
National Board or its Committee that
may be relevant and assist in decision

making.

Project is not located in PA or Tiger Reserve but it is
Part of Tiger Corridor as per the report published by
WII,

Landscape.” As it is the part of corridor, movement |

“Tiger Corridors of REastern Vidarbha
of animals is seen occasionally and indirect evidence

of wildlife has also been observed.

Do you recommend the project?

The Project site falls in the Wildlife Corridor identified
by WII (Wildlife Institute of India) which connects
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Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR)-Navegaon-Nagzira TigcTJ
Reserve (NNTR) and Umred Pauni-Karhandala Wildlife
Sanctuary. As the project is site specific as per

availability of Manganese Ore the project is

recommended with condition detailed further.

Conditions, if any, to be ensured in the
interest of wildlife for allowing use of

the area.

The present proposal was put up in the 10th meetiﬁé-gl
the State Wildlife Board, head on 21/09/2022. The
board had discussed and given the following decision.
"The board directed to prepare a complete
mitigation plan and submit a complete proposal from a
reputed organization having expertise in this field and
decided to consider the proposal after completion of

all."

As per the above decision of the board, the project |
proponent has prepared a mitigation plan through the
Director Chandrapur Forest Academy, Chandrapur.

The mitigation plan proposed includes :

e Soil moisture conservation works. ,'

o Preventive steps to avoid animals falling into |
mine pits.

e Restoration of soil dump.

e Plantation of native species around mine area
(upto 50 m.)

e Mechanism for forest fire control.

¢ Development of artificial bird nests.

The project is recommended subject to the
following conditions:

1. According to the decision taken by the State |
Board for Wildlife in its 19" meeting, 4% of
the project cost of area falling in tiger corridor
should be deposited with the Pench Tiger
Conservation Foundation, Nagpur for wildlife

conservation and development work in the

state.

2. The proposed mitigation-measures should be

implemented by project proponent and a |
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committee to monitor implementation of

mitigation measures should be constituted.

Nagpur (Maheep Gupta)
Dated :- | & /03/2023 Chief Wildlife Warden &
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife)
Mabharashtra State
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