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UPGRADATION OF ROAD FROM KOTHAR TO PONTHA Introduction 

Part-PROGRAMME 0BJECTIVES AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
A. 

Rural Road Connectivity, and its sustained availability, is a key component of Rural Development 
as it assures continuing access to economic and social services and thereby generates sustained 
increase in agricultural incomes and productive employment opportunities. It is also as a result, a 
vital ingredient in ensuring sustainable poverty reduction which demands a permanent rural connectivity, encompassing a high level of quality of construction followed by continuous post 

A.1 

construction maintenance of the road asset and in fact of the entire network. 
A.2 With the objective of providing rural connectivity, Government of India had launched the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (referred as PMGsY-I hereinafter) on 25h December, 2000 to provide all-weather access to eligible unconnected habitations as a strategy for poverty alleviation. However, as the programme unfolded, a dire need to consolidate the entire rural roads network by upgradation of selected Through Routes and some Major Rural Links (MRLs) was felt and accordingly a new intervention has been evolved, namely PMGSY-I. 

B. Objectives of PMGSY-l. 

B.1 Need for consolidation of Rural Roads Network: 

Under PMGSY-1, out of the targets fixed under new connectivity as well as upgradation over 70% of the projects have been sanctioned and a large proportion have been completed. However the roads, both taken under the PMGSY I as well as other schemes for rural roads, have not received the desired attention on the maintenance front for a number of reasons, including low contracting capacity, poor maintenance practices, inadequate feeling of ownership of the newly created roads at State level etc. This has led to erosion of assets created under various programmes and the sustainability of assets created has not been ensured. 

The need for maintenance and consolidation of existing rural roads network has been stressed at various fora, such as Xll Finance Commission, Xll Finance Commission and the Working Group on Rural Roads for 12th Five Year Plan. In this backdrop, the need for consolidation of the existing network was felt, to ensure that it fulfills the primary objective of connectivity for the local community and enables economical transportation of goods and for services to provide better livelihood opportunities as a part of poverty reduction strategy. This ts now proposed through a programme called PMGSY-II. 
B.2 Objectives of PMGSY - Il: 

PMGSY-II envisages consolidation of the existing Rural Road Network to improve its overall efficiency 
a provider of transportation services for people, goods and services. It aims to cover upgradation of 

existing selected rural roads based on their economic potenti�l and their role in facilitating the growth 
of rural market centres and rural hubs. Development of growth centres and rural hubs are critical to the 
verall strategy of facilitating poverty alleviation through creation of rural infrastructure. Growth 
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asirural hubs would provide markets, banking and other service facilities enabling creation of self oloyment and livelhood opportunitios on an ongoing basis. 

A Growth Centre' can be defined as an area of relatively contrallzed population, providing rural soclo- economic services not only for the area but in a 'calchment' area with a radius of several kilometors. It would generally be a T-Junction of a rural road with a Through Routo or a meeting point of two rural 
roads. A Rural Hub' is a large Growth Centre, characterized by the fact that it is connected to more 
than one Through Route (e.g. a T-junction or a crossing) thus giving it a higher potentlal. These Growth 
Centres and Rural Hubs help to ensure easy access to raw materlals, labour inputs etc. for off-farm activities and bring the benefits of economic growth to the rural hinterland, including white goods, and 
passenger transport vehicles, as well as electivity, telecom, intornet and other communication 
infrastructure etc. 
The selection of routes would be with the objective of ldentification of rural Growth Centers and other critical Rural Hubs and other rural places of importance (growth poles, rural markets, tourist places, 
education and health centres etc.) 

The initiative of PMGSY-II will also act as a catalyst for livelihood based programmes, 
including 'Aajeevika' launched during the 12h Five year Plan period, by recognizing growh 
centres/rural hubs as catalysts and facilitating their connectivity to the hinterland. 

1.4 Climatic Condition 
This area falls in subtropical temperature region, having average minimum temperature of 22 °C & 
maximum temperature of 45 °C, however extreme minimum temperature falls to 2 "C. The climate is 

moderate to cold in winter and dry in summer. Rainfall depends upon the monsoons but local rains 
are also encountered. 

1.5 The Sub-Project Road 
The road passes through rolling/hilly terrain. 

JAMMU 
DANSAL 
KOTHAR TO PONTHAL 

District: 
Block: 
Road Name: 
Link Code: LO 
Package No: 
Road Length: 
Start Point: 
End Point: 

JK05-2/0 
8.00 Km 
32.774003, 75.134113 
32.816485, 75.215411 
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LOCATION OF C-D WORKS (PROPOSE-D) 
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