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veographical area. Similarly, the Accredited Compensatory Afforestation or Land bank may be taken up in
another State or Union territory:

Provided that, the money towards Compensatory Afforestation in such cases shall be transferred to the State
Compensatory Afforestation Fund of the State or Union territory in which the Compensatory Afforestation land has
been identified and the remaining money of the Compensatory Levies shall be deposited in the Compensatory
Afforestation Fund Management and Planning  Authority Fund of the State Government or Union territory
Administration in which the forest land has been proposed to be diverted.

(2) (a) A State Government or Union territory Administration as the case may be, may for the purpose of
Compensatory Afforestation create a Land bank under the administrative control of the Department of Forest;

(b) The minimum size of the Land bank shall be a single block of twenty five hectares:

Provided that in case a Land bank is in continuity of a land declared or notified as forest under the Indian
Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927) or under any other law for time being in force, Protected Area, Tiger Reserve or within
a designaied or identified tiger or wildlife corridor, there shall be no restriction on size of the land;

(c) The lands covered under Accredited Compensatory Afforestation earned under sub-rule (3) may be
included in the Land bank.

(3) (w) The Central Government may tormulate an Accredited Compensatory Afforestation mechanism to be
used for obtaining prior approval under section 2;

(b) Accredited Compensatory Afforestation may be earned by a person if he has established
atforestation over land on which the Act is not applicable and is free from all encumbrances;

(c) an afforestation shall be counted towards Accredited Compensatory Afforestation if such land has
vegetation composed predominantly of trees having canopy density of 0.4 or more and the trees are
at least five years old;

(d)  Accredited Compensatory Afforestation shall be earned by developing afforestation of one-hectare
area with 0.4 or more canopy density, but there shall be no Accredited Compensatory Afforestation
for developing an area below 0.4 canopy density or below one-hectare land;

(¢)  Accredited Compensatory Afforestation may be swapped for Compensatory Afforestation proposed
under sub—rule (1):

Provided the Accredited Compensalory Afforestation cover a block of minimum of ten hectares and has been
fenced as per norms specitied for Compensatory A fforestation in that arca:

Provided further that Accredited Compensatory Afforestation over land of any size situated in the continuity
of land declared or notified as forest under any law, Protected Area, Tiger Reserve or within a designated or identified
tiger or wildlife corridor, may be swapped for Compensatory Afforestation.

(f)  Accredited Compensatory Afforestation earned out of vacation of non-forest lands on account of
voluntary relocation of a village from a National Park, Wildlife Sanctuary or Tiger Reserve and
designated or identified tiger or wildlife corridors shall qualify for Compensatory Afforestation as
per Schedule —I annexed to these rules, and this provision may also be used by a user agency in lieu
of Compensatory Afforestation under sub-rule (1);

(2) Accredited Compensatory Atforestation identitied under this rule shall be demarcated with concrete

pillars of suitable size and handed over, free from all encumbrances to Forest Department of the
State Government or Union territory Administration and the same shall be notified as Protected
Forest under section 29 of Indian Forest Act, 1927 or under the provision of any other law for the
time being in force before the Final approval is granted under the Act;

(h) The Central Government may issue detailed guidelines on creation of Accredited Compensatory
Afforestation, its stock registry and management for the purpose of its swap for Compensatory
Afforestation land and cost of maintenance thereof up to a period specified by the Central
Government.

12. General Instructions.-

(1) Felling of trees on forest lands approved for use for the non-forest purpose under these rules shall be
restricted 1o a barc minimuni and to an unavoidable number and shall be done under the supervision
ol the local Forest Department and the forest produce obtained therefrom shall be handed over to the
local Forest Departnent for disposal in the manner specified by the State Government or Union
territory Administration whiclr shall give prelerence to distribution to local villagers for meeting
their domestic bonafide requirement.
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(2)

3)

)

Forest Land diverted for non-forest purpose under these rules shall be appropriately surveyed jointly
by the user agency and the Forest Department or the land-owning Department, demarcated on the
ground by way of appropriaie permanent boundary marks at the cost of the user agency and handed
over by the Forest Department or land-owning Department to the user agency prior to starting of any
non-forest use.

For the purpose of forest cover under these rules, the figures and description used in the latest India
State of Forest Report published by Forest Survey of India shall be referred.

The Central Government may cancel approval accorded in respect of a proposal, \r\{ith or without the
request of the State Government Union territory Administration and may decide to refund the
Compensatory Levies deposited, on case to case basis.

The conditions imposed by Central Government for diversion of forest land for the non-forest
purpose shall not be changed or modified after a period of two years from the date of grant _of ﬁl‘lE.ll
approval unless some exceptional circumstances arise or the Central Government considers it

necessary to impose any additional clause of compliance.

SCHEDULE I

[Seerule 1L (1) and rule 11 (3)]

Provisions for the requirement of land related to Compensatory Afforestation

Sl. No. (1), that is less than 25 heclares size but more than
10 hectares size in one block.

[f the requirement of Compensatory Afforestation land is
less than twenty-five hectares but more than ten hectares
in size, the provision of excess land for Compensatory

SIL Description of Compensatory Afforestation Land Size of Compensatory Afforestation land

No. as compared to forest land to be diverted

for non-forest purpose

1 (2) 3

1. | Land to which provisions of the Act are not applicable. Equivalent.

2. | Land recorded as ‘forest” in Government record but does not Two times.
tulfill all of the following conditions:-

(a) notified as forest under any other law for the time being
1 force

(b) managed as forest by Forest Department.

(This  dispensation is allowed to proposals of Central
Goveriunent and State Government aor Union territory
Administration only.)

3. | Degraded notified or unclassed forest lund. Two times
(This dispensation is in case of Stule Public Sector
Undertakings for captive coal blocks on cuse to case basis
and Central Government Agencies/Central Public Sector
Undertakings on case (o case basis)

4. | Land, qualifying for Compensatory Alforestation under |Five per cent. less for every additional
SL. No. (1), provided is of size of twenty-five hectares or | block size of ten hectares or part thereof
more in one block. subject to a maximum of twenty-five per

s ; cent rebate.
Compensatory Aftorestation land of less than ten
hectares shall not be accepted unless the requirement of
Compensatory Atforestation land is less than ten hectares
in which case the user agency has to bear the additional
cost of protection of Compensatory Afforestation so
raised for a period of twenty years from the date of
planting.
5. | Land, qualifying for Compensatory Aftorestation under Five per cent. more for every five hectares

smaller block size or part thereof.

(1%
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Allorestation shall not be applicable but the user agency
has to bear the additional cost of protection of’
Compensatory  Atforestation so raiscd for a period of
twenty years from the date of planting,

6.

Land qualitying for Compensatory  Alforestation under
SloNo. (1) above and is located within the notified boundary
ol'a protected area

Twenty-five per cent. less

Luand qualifying for Compensatory Afforestation under
Serial No. (1) or (2) and is located in continuity of a notified
boundary of a National Park or a Wildlifc Sanctuary or area
linking one protected area or tiger reserve with another
protected area and designated or identified tiger or wildlife
corridors.

Fifteen per cent. less.

Land qualifying for Compensatory Alforestation under
SL No. (1) or (2) and is located adjacent to a forest land
notitied as forest under Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927)
orany other law.

Accredited Compensatory Aftorestation land of any size
may be accepted in case it is contiguous to a forest land
notitied under any law,

Ten per cent. less

Compensatory Afforestation land madc available from
cumplete and voluntary relocation of a village/ habitation
(situated in non-forest land) from a Wildlife Sanctuary,
National Park or Tiger Reserve, to a non-forest land outside
such Sanctuary, Park or Reserve or area linking protected
area or tiger reserve with another protected area and
designated or identified tiger or wildlife corridors, as the
case may be.

(a) Exemption from payment of Net
Present Value of forest land equivalent to
the Compensatory Afforestation land by
way of vacation of village or habitation
from National Park/Wildlife Sanctuary/
Tiger Reserve.

Note: “Net Present Value” shall have the
same meaning as assigned in clause (j) of
section 2 of the Compensatory Afforestation
Fund Act, 2016 (38 of 2016).

(b) Accredited Compensatory Afforestation
in the ratio of 1:1.25 (Non-forest land:
Accredited Compensatory Afforestation
carned) so vacated by a village by way of
voluntary relocation (provided that the
same shall be notified as part of the
Wildlife Sanctuary, National Park or Tiger
Reserve and also notified as Protected
Forest or Reserved Forest).

(¢) Additional Accredited Compensatory
Afforestation at the rate of 0.5 ha per
relocated tamily.

Note I:

Note 2:

Note 3:

The user agency or Accredited Compensatory Afforestation developer shall ensure that relocation is

voluntary.

No compensation under relevant schemes of the Central Government or State Government would be
payable to relocatees or user agency or Accredited Compensatory Afforestation developer.

The State Government cun also use this provision, provided no central assistance on such scheme is

availed.
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SCHEDULE-1I
[Sce rule 8 (2) and rule 9(4)]

Time Period of examination of proposals tor use of forest land for non-forest purpose by the Project Screening
Commitlce

SL | Size ol forest land proposed for de- | Nature of non-forest use Time Period )

No | reservation/diversion for non-forest (Maximum Working
purpose (in hectares) Days prescribed)

(1 ) 3) “)

L. More than 5 and upto 40 All usage (except mining) 60

2. More than S and upto 40 Mining 75

3 More than 40 and upto 100 All usage (except mining) 75

4, More than 40 and upto 100 Mining 90

5 More than 100 All usage (except mining) 120

6 More than 100 Mining 150

Note-1: Time period (working days) counted from the date of final submission of proposal as accepted by the Project
Screening Committee [see rule 9(4) (¢)].

Note-2: Project Screening Committee or the Divisional Forest Officer shall examine a proposal only after an
approved special plan, such as Wildlife Management Plan, Catchment Area Treatment Plan Stream/River
Protection Plan, etc. , if specified at the time of screening of proposal under clause (h) of sub-rule (4) of rule
9, has been submitted to the concerned authorities.

Note-3: All proposals related to mining and proposals other than mining involving forest area upto 5 ha specified
under sub clause (j) of clause (4) ol rule 9, shall be processed within maximum working days of 45 and 30,
respectively.

[F. No. FC- 11/118/2021-FC]
RAMESH KUMAR PANDEY, Inspector General of Forests

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054,
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