CENTRAL COALFIELDS LIMITED

(A subsidiary of Coal India Limited) — D€
Office of the General Manager, AR A
North Karanpura Area,P.O: Dakra 829210, “HTE 2023 INDIA
Dist: Ranchi (Jharkhand).
Ref. No.: IYNK/P&P/Envt/2023-24/1 - Date: 19/6 4 / 5
e Pt

To,

The Divisional Forest Officer,
Ranchi Division

Doranda, Ranchi

Sub: Regarding proposal for non-forestry use of 126.72 ha (84.35 ha PF and 42.37 ha
GMJJ) of forest land in respect of KDH OCP, NK Area, CCL.

Reference no : 1. F.NO. 8/62/2018-FC dated 01.12.2022
2. Van-Bhoomi-06/2017-3840 dated 23.12.2022
3. 8/62/2018-FC dated 27.02.2023
3. Letter no 66 dated 20.01.2023

Respected Sir,

In reference to above mentioned letters this is to kindly bring to your information
that an application for diversion of 126.72ha forest land for KDH OCP, CCL was applied vide
application no FP/JH/MIN/ 8374/2014. In this regards, vide letter no F.NO. 8/62/2018-FC dated
01.12.2022 a site inspection by FAC was proposed (copy of letter enclosed)

However, vide letter no F.NO. 8/62/2018-FC dated 23.01 2023 it was decided by the competent
authority that the Regional Office, IRO Ranchi of the Ministry would conduct a site visit of the
area and submit a detailed report keeping in view the issues raised by the FAC (Copy of letter
enclosed)

Subsequently the Regional Officer, IRO conducted a site visit and submitted a site inspection
report (copy of report enclosed).

Thereafter the project was considered in FAC held on 27.01.2023 and was accorded Stage-I
approval vide reference no 8/62/2018-FC dated 27.02.2023 (copy of Stage-I enclosed)

Further for compliance of Stage-1 conditions as requested vide letter no 235 dated 03.03.2023
and letter no 619 dated 10.04.2023(copy of letters enclosed), this is to bring to your kind notice
that demand for payment of CA and NPV amount to be paid in respect of the current proposal
has been raised vide letter no 1081 dated 23.03.2023 and subsequently revised vide letter 1121
dated 27.03.2023(copy of letters enclosed). However, for payment of the forest levies in
CAMPA the status of proposal in PARTVESH portal should reflect “In-Principle” so that the
proposal gets mapped for payment on PARIVESH portal for uploading of demand note.

Therefore, once this technical issue gets resolved, the project will be able to submit the forest
levies in CAMPA and subsequently compliances of Stage-1 conditions would be submitted.



This is for your kind information and further needful please.

4%
Thanking You.
Yours Faithfully
GM (M)/ Prmer
K%QCR ".M%{' ;
— o NEAPED Sy
PROJECTO

Enclosure : As mentioned above K.D.H. pRozggrER
Copy to:

1) General Manager , NK Area: for kind infornation
2) HoD Forest , CCL HQ

3) SO(P&P), NK Area

4) Olc




File No0.8/62/2018-FC

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,
New Delhi - 110003.

Dated: 01.12. 2022
To
The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Jharkhand,
Ranchi

Sub: Proposal for non-forestry use of 126.72 ha (84.35 ha PF and 42.37
ha Jungle Jhari) of forest land for KDH Open Cast Mine in favour of M/s
Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) in Ranchi District, Jharkhand- reg.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Government of Jharkhand’s letter No. Van Bhumi-
06/2017-2426/V.P. dated 22.08.2022 on above mentioned subject, forwarding
additional information sought by the Ministry vide its letter dated 22.06.2022 and to
say that the above proposal was considered by the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC)
in its meeting held on 07.11.2022. The detailed minutes of the siad FAC meeting may
be seen at www.parivesh.nic.in. The FAC, after going through the facts of the
proposal, decided that the Committee will undertake a site visit to the area. The time
schedule of the meeting will be conveyed to the State in due course. After assessment
of the situation, appropriate decision in the matter may be taken by the Committee in
its subsequent meetings.

Signed by Charan Jeet Yours faithfully
Singh

Date: 02-12-2022 13:53:01 Sd/'
Reason: Approved (Charan Jeet Singh)

Scientist ‘D’

Copy to:
1. The Principal Chief Conservator Forests, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi
2. The Regional Officer, Integrated Regional Office, Ranchi
3. The Nodal Officer, O/o the PCCF, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi
4. User Agency
5. Monitoring Cell of FC Division, MoEF&CC
6. Guard file
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Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj, Jor Bag Road,
New Delhi - 110003.

Dated: 23'9 January, 2023
To

The Regional Officer (Central),
Integrated Regional Office,
Ranchi.

Sub: Proposal for diversion of 126.72 ha (84.35 ha PF and 42.37 ha Jungle
Jhari) of forest land for KDH Open Cast Mine in favour of M/s Central
Coalfields Limited (CCL) in Ranchi District, Jharkhand - reg.

Madam/Sir,

| am directed to refer to the recommendations of Forest Advisory Committee
meeting held on 7.11.2022 wherein FAC decided that the Committee will undertake
a site visit to the area. After assessment of the situation, appropriate decision in the
matter may be taken by the Committee in its next meeting.

In this regard it has been decided by the competent authority that the Regional
Office, IRO Ranchi of this Ministry shall conduct a site visit of the area and submit a
detailed report keeping in view the issues raised by the FAC. The report shall be
submitted to the Ministry within three days.

Sd/-
(Suneet Bhardwaij)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests

Copy to:
1. The Principal Secretary (Forest), Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi;
2. The Principal Chief Conservator Forests, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi;

The Nodal Officer, O/o the PCCF, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi;

oW

User Agency;
5. Monitoring Cell of FC Division, MOEF&CC.

Signed by Suneet Bhardwaj
Date: 23-01-2023 18:23:42



MOoEFCC, IRO - Ranchi FP/JH/MIN/8374/2014

SITE INSPECTION REPORT

Proposal for non-forestry use of 126.72 ha (84.35 ha PF and 42.37 ha Jungle Jhari) of
forest land for KDH Open cast mine in favour of M/s Central Coalfield Limited (CCL) in
Ranchi district of Jharkhand.

The proposal FP/JH/MIN/8374/2014 over 126.72 ha of forest land (84.35 ha notified
forest & 42.37 ha GMJJ) for KD Hesalong OCP mine in favor CCL. The proposal had been
placed in FAC held on 13.06.2022 and committee requested IRO, Ranchi to carry-out in-
depth analysis of the issue/violation.

So, as per the request of FAC held on 13.06.2022, this office carried out the in-depth
analysis and submitted the report to ministry on 26.08.2022, where mining was already
happening in the vicinity area of the proposed proposal and entered within the proposed area
while the proposal for FC clearance is still under consideration. IRO took cognizance of the
violation and issued notice under 3A & 3B of FCA-1980 to all the concerned persons involved
in the violation.

Now, this proposal again considered by the FAC held on 07.11.2022 and based on the
direction of FAC that a committee must visit the area especially those areas where violation
has been reported due to ragging fire and report on the compulsive condition that led the
violation/issuance of DFO’s order in concern.

This case has already been studied by IRO and detailed report of the examination (in-
depth) has already been submitted to ministry. IRO in its examination report has emphasized
that permission given by concerned DFO while his order dated 18.12.2017 was result of clear
misinterpretation of ministries guideline dated 07.10.2014, where while granting the
execution of temporary work in forest under certain urgent circumstances. DFO should not
have allowed breaking up of any forest land.

In this context, site inspection on 25/1/2023 by IRO Ranchi was done to the area
where digging permission was given by DFO to extinguish burning of coal seam on repeated
request of user agency. The area was seen and it was found that coal seam beds are exposed
on scrapped faced excavated extremity of the mine without digging up to carve out the
burning portion of the area, it was not feasible to douse the rising fire which was increasingly
getting detrimental to the near habitations and forest both.

This was brought to the notice of visiting IRO that adjacent areas too were under self-
combustion of seem beds where similar permission was sought. But, DFO corrected himself
and did not give permission of digging out the areas to douse fire even on repeated request of
user agency and nearby residing public representatives. In such areas, because of burning of
coal seam bed and anaerobic combustion which creeped in little deep, horizontally has turn
the coal into ashes, there by losing the strata leading to subsidence of these peripheral areas.
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MOoEFCC, IRO - Ranchi FP/JH/MIN/8374/2014

This subsidence was spontaneous and uncontrolled and hence was more hazardous.
Therefore, it was estimated that permission given by DFO to dugout burning areas was
although, not inconsonance with ministries instructions but certainly was a better way to
controlled diastrophic trauma turning into catastrophic disaster. Yet since DFO took the
decision by himself and did not bother to appraise nodal office or regional office.

Therefore, it is appropriate that a warning should be given to DFO by the State
Government asking him to refrain himself on such misinterpretation of laws and function in
solidarity without informing the higher and appropriate authorities.
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MOoEFCC; IRO - Ranchi FP/JH/MIN/8374/2014

In view of above circumstances, the proposal may be considered under section 2 of FC
Act 1980 along with the provisions as mentioned under 1.21(ii) of the FC Handbook.

S
Dy. Director G&lg of Forest
IRO, Ranchi

Page 3 of 3
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1/38990/2023
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Forest Conservation Division)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bag Road, Aliganj,
New Delhi — 110003.
Dated: 27th February, 2023
To

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Jharkhand,
Ranchi.

Sub: Proposal for non-forestry use of 126.72 ha (84.35 ha PF and 42.37 ha Jungle Jhari)
of forest land for KDH Open Cast Mine in favour of M/s Central Coalfields Limited (CCL)
in Ranchi District, Jharkhand - reg.

Madam/Sir,

| am directed to refer to the Government of Jharkhand's letter no. Van Bhumi-
06/2017/3422/V.P. dated 13.08.2018 on the above subject seeking prior approval of the
Central Government under Section 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and letter no. Van
Bhumi-06/2017-1201/V.P. dated 22.04.2022 and letter No. Vanbhumi-06/2017-2426-V.P. dated
22.08.2022 forwarding additional information as sought by the Ministry vide its letter of even
number dated 22.08.2019 and 22.06.2022 respectively and to say that the proposal has been
examined by the Forest Advisory Committee constituted by the Central Government under
Section-3 of the aforesaid Act.

After careful examination of the proposal of the State Government and on the basis of
the recommendations of the Forest Advisory Committee, and approval of the same by the
competent authority of the MoEF&CC, New Delhi, the Central Government hereby accords ‘In-
principle/Stage-I' approval under Section - 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for non-
forestry use of 126.72 ha (84.35 ha PF and 42.37 ha Jungle Jhari) of forest land for KDH Open
Cast Mine in favour of M/s Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) in Ranchi District, Jharkhand
subject to fulfilment of the following conditions:

A. Conditions which need to be complied prior to handing over of forest land by the
State Forest Department and compliance is to be submitted prior to Stage-ll approval :-

1. As per the approved Mining plan, an additional forest area of 135.91 ha is required for
the expansion of the project. However, the instant proposal has been submitted for
126.72 ha only, excluding the area of 9.19 ha forest land which as per approved mining
plan is earmarked as safety zone. The State government shall either revise the Mining
plan or seek the diversion of the 9.19 ha. for the purpose of safety zone;

2. The State Govt. shall submit a detailed status report of the approvals under FCA, 1980 of

the forest land involved in the entire lease area. The forest areas for which a valid
- approval under FCA, 1980 is not available shall not be used before a valid approval
\ ub\m under FCA, 1980 for the same is obtained;

q.
g 3. The cost of compensatory afforestation at the prevailing wage rates as per
compensatory afforestation scheme and the cost of survey, demarcation and erection of

permanent pillars, if required on the CA land, shall be deposited in advance with the

Forest Department by the user agency. The CA will be maintained for 10 years. The
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scheme may include afforestation of indigenous species with appropriate provision for
anticipated cost increase for works scheduled for subsequent years;

. The User Agency shall transfer the funds towards the cost of Net Present Value (NPV)

of the forest land being diverted under this proposal in accordance with the MoEF&CC
guidelines dated 6.01.2022 read with guidelines dated 19.01.2022;

. Compensatory levies to be realized from the User Agency under the project shall be

transferred/ deposited, through e-challan, in to the account of CAMPA pertaining to the
State concerned through e-portal (https./parivesh.nic.in));

. The State Government shall complete settlement of rights, in term of the Scheduled

Tribes and Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2008, if any,
on the forest land to be diverted and submit the documentary evidence, along with
compliance of Stage-| approval, as prescribed by this Ministry's letter No. 11-9/1998-FC
(Pt.) dated 03.08.2009 read with 05.07.2013, in support thereof;

. The User Agency shall prepare a list of existing village tanks and other water bodies with

GPS co-ordinates located within five km from the mine lease boundary. This list is to be
duly verified by the concerned Divisional Forest Officer. The User Agency shall regularly
undertake de-silting of these village tanks and other water bodies so as to mitigate the
impact of siltation of such tanks/water bodies. A detailed plan for de-silting of identified
ponds and water bodies prepared in consultation with forest department shall be
submitted;

. The KML files of diverted area, the CA areas, the proposed SMC treatment area and the

WLMP area shall be uploaded on the e-Green watch portal with all requisite details prior
to Stage Il approval;

The compliance report shall be uploaded on e-portal ( httos:/parivesh.nic.in/).

B. Conditions which need to be complied on field after handing over of forest land to the

user agency by the State Forest Department but the compliance in form of undertaking
shall be submitted prior to Stage-ll approval:-

1.

Legal status of the diverted forest land shall remain unchanged;

2. Wildlife Management plan shall be prepared and implemented at the cost of

the user agency. The approved Wildlife management plan shall be submitted
and the applicable cost shall be deposited as per the guidelines issued by the
Ministry in this regard; .

Compensatory afforestation over degraded forest land, double in extent to the forest
land being diverted, shall be raised by the State Forest Department at the project cost
within three years from the date of grant of Stage - Il approval;

At the time of payment of the Net Present Value (NPV) at the present rate, the user
agency shall furnish an undertaking to pay the additional amount of NPV, if so
determined, as per the final decision of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India;

The user agency shall explore the possibility of translocation of maximum number of
trees identified to be felled and shall ensure that any tree felling shall be done only when
it is unavoidable and that too under strict supervision of the State Forest Department;
Trees should be felled in phased manner as per the requirement in the approved Mining
Plan with prior permission of concerned DFO;

=,
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The User Agency shall undertake mining in a phased manner after taking due care for
reclamation of the mined over area. The concurrent reclamation plan as per the
approved mining plan shall be executed by the User Agency from the very first year, and
an annual report on implementation thereof shall be submitted to the Nodal Officer,
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, in the concerned State Government and the concerned
Regional Office of the Ministry. If it is found from the annual report that the activities
indicated in the concurrent reclamation plan are not being executed by the User Agency,
the Nodal Officer or the concern Addl. Principle Chief Conservator of Forests (Central)
may direct that the mining activities shall remain suspended till such time, such
reclamation activities area satisfactorily executed;

. The User Agency shall comply with the Hon'ble Supreme Court order on re-grassing,

and re-grass the mining area and any other areas which may have been disturbed due to
mining to restore them to a condition which is fit for growth of fodder, flora, fauna, etc. in
a timely manner;

Period of diversion of the said forest land under this approval shall be for a period co-
terminus with the period of the mining lease proposed to be granted under the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, as amended and the Rules framed
there-under;

The User Agency shall obtain the Environment Clearance as per the provisions of the
Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986, if required;

No labour camp shall be established on the forest land and the User Agency shall
provide fuels preferably alternate fuels to the labourers and the staff working at the site
so as to avoid any damage and pressure on the nearby forest areas;

The boundary of the diverted forest land, mining lease and safety zone, as applicable,
shall be demarcated on ground at the project cost, by erecting four feet high reinforced
cement concrete pillars, each inscribed with its serial number, distance from pillar to
pillar and GPS coordinates;

Following activities, as per approved plan / schemes, shall be undertaken in the lease
area by the User Agency under the supervision of the State Forest Department.
Approved scheme/plan shall be submitted to the Ministry along with compliance of
Stage-| approval:

. Mitigative measures to minimize soil erosion and choking of stream shall be

implemented within a period of three year with effect from the issue of Stage-ll
clearance in accordance with the approved Plan in consultation with the State Forest
Department.

Planting of adequate drought hardy plant species and sowing of seeds, in the
appropriate area within the mining lease to arrést soil erosion in accordance with the
approved scheme;

. Construction of check dams, retention /toe walls to arrest sliding down of the excavated

material along the contour in accordance with the approved scheme;

. Stabilize the overburden dumps by appropriate grading/benching, in accordance with the

approved scheme, so as to ensure that angles of repose at any given place is less than
280; and

No damage shall be caused to the top-soil and the user agency will follow the top soil
management plan.

14. The User agency either himself or through the State Forest Department shall
undertake gap planting and soil & moisture conservation activities to restock and
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rejuvenate the degraded open forests (having crown density less than 0.40), if any,
located in the area within 100 meter from outer perimeter of the mining lease. The plan for
plantation and SMC activities shall be prepared and submitted to MoEF&CC;

15. Safety Zone Management: Following activities, at project cost, shall be undertaken
by the user agency for the management of safety zone as per relevant guidelines issued
by the Ministry’s guidelines:

. User agency shall ensure demarcation of safety zone (7.5 meter strip all along the inner

boundary of the mining lease area), and its fencing, protection and regeneration by
erecting adequate number of 6 feet high RCC boundary pillars inscribed with DGPS
coordinates with barbed wire fencing and deploying adequate number of watchers under
the supervision of the. State Forest Department;

. Boundary of the safety zone of the mining lease, adjacent to habitation/roads, should be

properly fenced by the user agency;

iii. Safety zone shall be maintained as green belt around mining lease and to ensure dense

canopy in the area, regeneration shall be taken up in this area by the user agency at
project cost under the supervision of the State Forest Department;

. Afforestation on degraded forest land to be selected elsewhere, measuring one and a

half times the area under safety zone, shall also be done at the project cost under the
supervisions of the State Forest Department. The degraded forest land (DFL) so
selected will be informed to the MoEF& CC with shape files before Stage-lI approval and
afforestation will be done within three years from the date of Stage-ll clearance and
maintained thereafter in accordance with the approved Plan in consultation with the
State Forest Department; and

. The State Government and the user agency shall ensure that safety zone is maintained

as per the prescribed norms;

16. The cost of felling of trees shall be deposited by the User Agency with the State
Forest Department;

17. The layout plan of the mining plan/ proposal shall not be changed without the prior
approval of the Central Government and the forest land shall not be used for any purpose
other than that specified in the proposal;

18. The forest land proposed to be diverted shall under no circumstances be transferred to
any other agency, department or person without prior approval of the Central
Government;

19. No damage to the flora and fauna of the adjoining area shall be caused;

20. The User Agency shall submit the annual self -compliance report in respect of the
above stated conditions to the State Government, concerned Regional Office and to this
Ministry by the end of March every year regularly;

21. Any other condition that the concerned Regional Office of this Ministry may stipulate
with the approval of competent authority in the interest of conservation, protection and
development of forests & wildlife;

22. The user agency shall comply all the provisions of the all Acts, Rules, Regulations,
Guidelines, Hon'ble Court Order (s) and NGT Order (s) pertaining to this project, if any, for
the time being in force, as applicable to the project; and
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23. Violation of any of these conditions will amount to violation of Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 and action would be taken as prescribed in para 1.21 of Chapter 1 of the
Handbook of comprehensive guidelines of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 as issued by
this Ministry’s letter No. 5-2/2017-FC dated 28.03.2019.

After receipt of compliance report on fulfiiment of the conditions mentioned above, the
proposal shall be considered for final approval under Section-2 of the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980. Transfer of forest land shall not be affected till final approval is granted by the
Central Government in this regard.

Yours faithfully,

L

o3
(Suneet Bha?’c‘ﬁ);l}i\
Assistant Inspector General of Forests

Copy to:-

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi;
The Regional Officer, Integrate Regional Office of the MoEF&CC at Ranchi;
The Nodal Officer (FCA), O/o PCCF, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi;

User Agency; _

Monitoring Cell, Forest Conservation Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.
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Lovernment of India
5 Ministry of Environment, Forest and Cliniate Change
(Eareet Copservation Divisien)
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
, Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road
e New Delhi-110 003
Dated: 7th December, 2022

The Principal Secretary (Forests)
Forest and Revenue Department
Government of Jharkhand

;ﬁ?ﬁ Ranchi
,/99[ e Sub: Proposal for the non-forest use of 192.36 ha (Forest land — 57.29 ha
g / and Jungle Jhari 135.07 ha) of forest land for Magadh East Opencast
(9}6/ Jnining project in favour of M/s CCL, Chatra South, Jharkhand —reg.

/MV Sii‘,

\

v-‘O\\ I am directed to refer to the State Government of Jharkhand’s letter No. Van
Bhumi-26/2022-3004 V.P. dated 10.10.2022 on the above subject seeking prior
approval of the Central Government under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and
to say that examination of said proposal in the Ministry revealed the following:

i. As per detail furnished in Part-1, total forest area and non-forest area required
under the proposal are 192.36 ha and 219.88 ha, thereby total area required for
the project is 412.24. However, detail of area filled in the Part-I by the user
agency under column Mi(i)(a) mentioned the total area of the project as
495.92 ha. This discrepancy needs to be rectified by the State.

ii. Contrary to finding in the Part-1I with regards to detail of unique species of
flora and fauna, inspection report dated 26.05.2022 of the DCF mentions the
occurrence of no species/rare/endangered species of flora and fauna. The same
may be rectified.

iii. Total project area is 1593.73 ha (as per Mining Plan) comprising of 495.92 ha
in Chatra District and 1097.81 ha in Latehar District (Pg 205/c). Detail of
Jorest land involved in the 1593.73 ha, along with detail of approval under
the FC Act, 1980, if any, obtained needs to be intimated by the State.

iv.The comments of the PCCF (Wildlife) revealed that user agency has not
compiled with the provisions of WLMP stipulated in the past. The State
Government may therefore furnish a justification for the same along with
detailed comments on the observations made in the letter dated 29.08.2022 of
the PCCF (Wildlife) including impact of the projects of UA on the hydrological
regimes in the area as mentioned by the PCCF (CWLW).

v. The examination of the DSS report (copy enclosed) revealed the following:

a. As per DSS report, vegetation density is up to 0.4 (copy enclosed) while DCF in
Part-II reported vegetation density of 0.8, therefore, the same needs to be
revisited and exact status needs to be intimated by the State.

' T
O[% ﬁ ‘Bﬁ-f b. Google Satellite Imagery of the area proposed for diversion revealed
79 occurrence of cultivation, settlement, drainage/nala and mining activity on the
i area proposed for diversion. Comments on the same needs to be furnished by
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File NO.8-2/(12042-FC

the State.

c. Certain encroachments in the form of cultivation, road ete. is visible in the area
proposed for raising CA. Comments on the same needs to be furnished by the
State Government

v. The Ministry granted approval to 96.72 ha of forest land on 18.10.2010. Status
of compliance of the conditions stipulated in the said approval including
preparation and implementation of Wildlife Management Plan and reasons/
justification for non-compliance, if any, may also be furnished by the State.

vi.In compliance of FRA, 2006 three certificates in respect of forest area of 651.16
ha, 32.15 ha and 44.70 ha were submitted. The State Government may,
therefore, clarify the corresponding certificate issued in respect of extant
proposal and justification furnishing of three separate certificates. Further,
detail of documents pertaining to meeting of Sub-Divisional Level Committee
could not be found in the compliance. However, the same can be furnished

after Stage-I approval and before Stage-II approval.
vii. Examination of Mining Plan revealed the following:

viii.Magadh OCOP is proposed for captive use of Tandawa TPP; however, in light
of amendment in the MMDR Act, 1957, the State Government needs to

confirm that whether use of coal from the mine is proposed for captive use
only or otherwise. %

ix. The Mining Plan envisages transportation of coal through rail while underlying

- section in the Mining Plan mentions strengthening of a Kutcha road from
Tandwa to Magadh over a length of 17 km. Therefore, it needs to be clarified
that whether the road Tandwa-Magadh is proposed only for approach to the

. project or for transportation as well. A clarification in this regard may be
furnished by the State.

x. The extant proposal does not involve rehabilitation; however, as per the
Mining Plan rehabilitation of 998 families has been proposed in the project. A
justification establishing the irrelevancy of the rehabilitation proposed in the
Mining Plan and rehabilitation indicated as nil in Part-1 of Form-A may be
obtained from the user agency. :

xi.The examination of land use proposed in the mining plan revealed the

following:

a. An area of 159.68 ha has been proposed for safety zone. Justification for
proposing such a large area, along with underlying standard prescribed by the
relevant Department/Organization, needs to be furnished by the State.

b. An area of 14.8 ha has been proposed for diversion of river/nallah/canal (Pg
206/c). The status of feasibility reports for said diversion along with comments
of Water Resource Department on the feasibility of said proposed diversion
needs to be informed by the State.

c. As per the land use, approved in the Mining Plan, no Green Belt has been
proposed in the project area. Reasons and underlying guidelines justifying the
same may:be furnished by the State.

d. The area proposed for OB dump may be optimized to the extent possible and
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possibilities may be explored to use the already mined out arcas for OB

dumping
Wit Sh o
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xii. Status of reclamaiion HICASUres unacMaren oy ihe user agency in itheir lease
area as per the provicians provided in the Progressive Mine Claenre Planc and

s T S e e PR ) SRRl o, I
gaps if any, may be intimeated by the State.

In view of the above, the State Government is requested to submit the
mmformation/documents, as indicated above, for further necessary action in the

matter.
Digitally Signed by Charan Yours faithfully,
Jeet Singh 2
Date: 08-12-2022 18:01:19  (Charan ch_t S:i“f%l)!
Reason: Approved clentis :
Copyv to:

1. The PCCF, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi.

2. The Regional Officer, Integrated Regional Office, Ranchi.

3. The Addl. PCCF—cum-Nodal Officer (FCA), Government of J harkhand,
Ranchi.

. User Agency. :

- Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.

. Guard File
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Government of 'ndia

Miunisity of Bovissnment, Fovesl and Clinate Chiange
{ Forest Conservation Division)
iudud Palyavaran boawan
g Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road
K ey ‘f’»’f j New Delhi-110 co3
g1 —
| R Dated: 7th December, 2022
3 To
Ny~ The Regional Officer
el Integrated Regional Office

Ranchi.

i ]
A Sub: Proposal for the non-forest use of 192.36 ha (Forest land — 57.29 ha
.~ and Jungle Jhari 135.07 ha) of forest land for Magadh East Opencast

: \Q@V mining preject in faveur of M/s CCL, Chatra South, Jharkhand —reg.

//(V'\-"Sir,

\”i"’}\

I am directed to refer to the State Government of Jharkhand’s letter No. Van
Bhumi-26/2022-3004 V.P. dated 10.10.2022 on the above subject seeking prior
approval of the Central Government under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and
to request the Integrated Regional Office, in accordance with the provisions of Forest

(Conservation) Rules, 2063, to inspect the area proposed for forest land diversion,

area identified for raising compensatory afforestation and furnish a report thereon to
~the Ministry.

The IRO is also requested to submit a report on monitoring of compliance of
the conditions stipulated in the approvals granted in the past to the extant project
and other projects located in the vicinity of the extant proposal along with nature and
extent of violation, if any, committed by the erstwhile user agency and legitimacy of
land use proposed by the user agency, specially for the OB dump.

Digitally Signed by Charan Yours faithfully,
Jeet Singh

Date: 08-12-2022 18:02:10 Charan Jeet Singh
Reason: Approved Scientist 'D’

L'opy to:
. The Principal Secretary (Forests), Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi.
. The PCCF, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi.

. The Addl. PCCF—cum-Nodal Officer (FCA), Government of J harkhand,
Ranchi.

. User Agency.

5. Monitoring Cell, FC Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.
6. Guard File
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10 Sub: Proposal for non-forestry use of 126.72 h %4.35 ha PF and 42,37 ha Jungle Jharl)
2R\° of forest land for KDH Open Cast Mine in favour of M/s Central Coalfields Limited (CC
in Ranchi District, Jharkhand~reg. = s

Madam/Sir,

| am directed 1o refer to.the Govemment

06/2017/3422/V.P. dated. 1 80 :
Central Government-under Sectio he F (Conservation 1980 and let
Bhumi-06/2017-1201/V.P. dated 2 04.2022 and letter No, Vanbhumi-06/2017-2426-V.P, dated
22.08.2022 forwarding. additional ‘information as sought by the Ministry vide its letter of even
number dated 22.08.2019 and 22,06.2022 respectively and to say that the proposal has been: ..
examined by the Forest Advisory Committee: constituted by the Central Government uhder :
Section-3 of the aforesaid Act, Rean Lol e I B . s
After careful examination of the proposal of the State ‘Government and.
the. recommendations of the Forest Advisory Ce mmittee, and approval of
competent authority of the MOEF&CC, New Delhi, the Central Government hereby s
principle/Stage-I' approval under Section - 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 fo
forestry use of 126.72 ha (84.35 ha PF and 42,37 ha Jungle Jhari) of forest land for KDH
Cast Mine in favour of M/s Central Coalfiel
subject to fulfilment of the following condit

: ‘ Open’
ds Limited (CCL) in Ranchi District, Jharkhand.

-+ s per the approved Mining plan, ah addlional forest area of 135:91 a & reqiiied for
 the expansion of the project. However, the instant proposal has been submitted for
126.72 ha only, excluding the area of 9:19 ha forest land which &s pet approved mining -
plan is earmarked as safety zone. The State government shall either revise the Mining
 ‘Plan or sesk the diversion of the 9.19 ha. for the purpose of safety.zone; bl

2. The State Gm_..-'shaﬂ-:-submfr-.a:de:af;e&rs:amssrepomof.rne.-ap,mva'rs:‘u:zdéﬂ#e;a 980

= the forest land Involved in the entire leass area. The. forest areas!for which.a valid .

s approval under FCA, 1980 is not :availab e/shall not be used before' a: valid approval .
.»\"3  Under FCA,1980 for the same is obtained: S - -

3. The cost of compensatory afforestation at the prevailing ‘wage rates s per
- compensatory afforestation scheme and the cost of survey; demarcation and erection of, -
permanient pilars, If required on the CA land, shall be deposited in‘advance with the
Forest Department by the user agency. The CA will be maintained for 10 years. The -
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scheme may include afforestation of indigenous: species with appropriate provision for
antncnpated cost: mcrease for works schaduled for subsequent years;

‘4. The User. Agency shall transfer the funds towards the cost of Net Present Value. (NPV}

of the forest land ‘being diverted under this proposal in accordance with the MoEF&CC
guidelines dated 6.01.2022 read with guidelines dated 19.01.2022;

5 Compensatory !ewes 1o be reallzed from the User Agency ‘under the project shall be -

transferred/ deposited, through ‘e-challan, in to the account of CAMPA perta;ni_ng 1o the
State concerned through e-porta! {https/parivesh.nic.in/;

6 The State Govemment shall comp!ete setflement of rights, in term of the Schedulad_

. Ttibes and Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest. Rights) Act, 2008, if any,

“on the forest land to be diverted and submit the documentary evidence,

' compliance of _Stage—l appmval as prsscnbed by this Ministry's letter No. 11-9!“1998 FC
(Pt.) dated 03.08.2009 read with 05.07. 2013, in support thereof;

7. The User Agency shall Pprepare a list of existing village tanks and other water bodies with

GPS co-ordinates: located within five km from the mine lease boundary. This'list is to be
duly verified by the: concerned Divisional Forest Officer. The User Agency ‘shall ragular!y-
undertake de-siltifig of these village tanks and other water bodies so as to mitigate the
impact of siltation of such tanks/water bodies. A detailed plan for de-sitt:ng of identified
ponds and water bodies prepared in consultation with forest department shall be
submitted;

8 The KML files of diverted area, the CA areas, the proposed SMC treatment area and the

WLMP area shall be uploaded on the e-Green watch portal with all requisite details prior
to Stage Il approval :

| .Q. The compl:ance report shal[ be uploaded on e~portal ( hﬂps//panvesh n:c.w}

1 Legai status of the' diverted forest land shall remain unchanged;

2. Wildlife Management plan shall be prepared and implemented at the cost of

the user agency. The approved Wildlife management plan shall be submitted
and the appf icable cost shall be deposited as per the gwdefmes lssued by the
M pistry in thi regard;

Caompensatory: __ﬁorestatmn over degraded foreét land, doubie in extent to the forest
Iand being diverted, shall be raised by the State Forest Department at the project cost
w!thin three years from the date of grant of Stage - II approval;

< A the time of payment of the Net Present Value: (NPV) at the. present rate; the user
ey’ shall ‘furnish” an undertaking to pay the additional amount -of NPV, if so
determined, as per the final decision of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India;

5 The user: agency shall explore the possibility of translocation of maximum number of

- trees identified to be felled and shall ensure that any tree. felling shall be done only when

T itis: unavoidable and that too under strict supervision of the State Forest Department;
85 Trees should be felled in phased manner as per the' requiremam in the approved Mining

Plan with prior permissmn of soncerned DFO;
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7. The User Agency shell undertake mining in a;phased manner aﬂer taking due:fcaref-'for‘
/ reclamation ‘of the mined over area. The ¢ nt. reclamation plan as per the -
approved mining plan shall be executed. by the User Ag ncyfrom the very rrsti-yee'_: and Sk
an annual report on mplementajuon thereof shall be subr 10 the | i X
mdlcated in tbe concmrent reclamat‘lon plan are not | emg executed-'bys the User Agency,
the Nodal Officer or the concern Addl. Principle Conservator of Forests Gentral)
may. direct that the mining acmcltles shall remam suspended till such hme. ,such
' reclarnetron achwues area sansfactorﬂy exchted o
mining te restore them toa oondrﬁon vmich rsf
a timely manner; -
9. Period of diversion of the sald forest Iand under  approva '_
. terminus with the period of the mining lease proposed {o be grante
Minerals' (Bevelopment and Regulation) Act, 1957- S .
- there—under R
10. The User Agency shall obtain the Environment Clearar
- Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986, if required; - -
11, No labour : ‘camp shall be estabiished on._the forest land arld the User Agenoy shaﬂ
. provide fuels preferably alternate fuels to the labourer
soasto av0|d any damage and pressure on the n
12.. The boundary of the diverted forest land, mining
shall be demarcated on. ground at the ‘project cos
- cement concrete pillars, each inscribed with its nal number dlstance from pﬂlar te ]
pillar and GPS coordmates, ' :
13. Fo!iowmg activities, as per approved plan 7 schemes shall be*'undertaken in the lease
area by the User Agency under the supervisron of the State Forest Department.
Approved scheme/plan shall be submrﬂed to the Mmistry along Mth oomphanoe of
Stage-| approval
i. Mitigative ‘measures to minimize soll erosion: ‘and ohokmg of stream. shall be:
. implemented within a_period of ‘three year with effect from the issue of Stage-ll
. S clearance in accordance: Wsth the: approved Plan in sultahen w:th the State Forest
'y\ 924 Department. S :
‘331' i Pfanting of adequate droughl hardy plant speol""s and somng of seeds in '-the
appropriate area within the mining lease to arrést . sion in ac
~ approved scheme; : '
fii.. Construction of check dams, retention /toe walls to arrest sliding down of the excavated
material along the oontour in accordance with the approved scheme,
iv. Stabilize the overburden dumps by- appropriate gradmg!benchmg ) n"acoordance with the
approved scheme, so as to ensure that angles ef repose at any given p!aoe is less Ihan
_ 280jand =
v

.. No damage shall be: caused to: the 1op-sod and !he user agenoy wﬂl follow the top sorf

managemen‘t plan.

14, The User agency eﬂher h:mself or ihrough 1he Staie Forest Department shali
undertake gap planting and soil & moisture conservation ‘activities to' restock and
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rejuvenate ;th'a_{:dégrade.d- open forests (having crown density less than 0.40), if -any,

located in the area within 100 meter from auter perimeter of the mining lease. The plan for

plantation and SMC activities shall be prepared and submitted to MoEF&CC;

'15. Safety ‘Zone Management: Following activities, at project cost, shall be undertaken

by the user agency for the management of safety zone as per relevant guidelines issued

by the Ministry’s guidelines:

i. User agency shall ensure demarcation of

- boundary of th

safety zone (7.5 meter strip all along the inner
mining lease area), and its fencing, protection and regeneration by
déqiate riumber of 6 feet high RCC boundary pillars inscribed with DGPS
. with barbed wire fencing and deploying adequate number of watchers under
he. State Forest Department;

¥

e user agency;

n belt around mining lease and to ensure dense

e supervision of the State Forest Department;

st graded forest land to b _
half times the area under safety one, shall also be‘done at the project cost under the
supervisions of the State Forest Department. The degraded forest land (DFL) so
‘selected will be informed to the MoEF& CC with shape files before Stage-ll approval and
afforestation will be done within three years from the date of Stage-ll clearance and

mgi_pt'a‘;_in__e_d:-ﬁéraaﬂgr-_,i'n accordance with the approved Plan in consultation with the
State Forest Department; and g Rl

. The State Goverment and the user -_aga_ﬁff;y;s_ﬁau. ensure that safety zone is maintained

- as per the prescribed norms;

16. The cost of felling of trees shall be deposited by the User Agency with the ‘State

‘Forest Department;

17. The layout plan of the mining plan/ proposal shall not be changed without the prior
approval of the Central Government and the forest land shall not be used for any purpose

other than that specified in the proposal;

18. ’Thé"‘_tore'st.-ia'nd'?hrqposgd to be diverted shall under no c':lrc'_umstan_ca_s__b__e‘ transferred to

any other ‘agency, department or person. without prior approval of the ‘Central
‘Government; : :

-19.'No damage to the flora and fauna of the adjoining. area shall be caused;

2. The user agen

20. The User Agency shall submit the annual self -compliance report in respect of the
.above stated conditions to the State Government, concerned Regional Office and to this
‘Ministry by the end of March every year regularly; :

21. Any other condition that the concerned Regional Office of this Ministry may stipulate
with the ‘approv ;ojt"compeient-.aum'oﬁ_ty--;in_-'_ihe interest of conservation, protection and
development of forests & wildlife;

2. The u oy shall comply all the provisions of the all Acts, Rules, Regulations,
‘Guidelines, Hon Court Order (s) and NGT Order (s) pertaining to this project, if any, for
the time being in force, as applicable to the project; and .

fety zone of the mining lease, adjacent to habitation/roads, should be

o taken up in this area by the user agency at

be selected elsewhers, measiiring one and a
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23. Violation of any of these conditions will amount to violation of Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 and action would be taken as prescribed in para 1.21 of Chapter 1 of the
Handbook of comprehensive guidelines of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 as issued by
this Ministry's letter No. 5-2/2017-FC dated 28.03.2019.

After receipt of compliance report on fulfilment of the conditions mentioned above, the
proposal shall be considered for final approval under Section-2 of the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980. Transfer of forest land shall not be affected till final approval is granted by the
Central Government in this regard.

Yours faithfully,

v
(Suneet Bhafdwaj
Assistant Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:-

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi;
The Regional Officer, Integrate Regional Office of the MoEF&CC at Ranchi;
The Nodal Officer (FCA), O/o PCCF, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi;

User Agency; :

Monitoring Cell, Forest Conservation Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.
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