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Sir,

This is in reference to your letter No. 2247 dated 20.01.2017 on the captioned proposal. It is
submitted that the length of the project is 76.201 km, existing ROW is. 30-60 meter. and the proposed
ROW is 45-120 meter. The above-mentioned diversion proposal falls under Shivalik Forest Division,
Saharanpur (5 to 6 Km distance from the boundary of Rajaji National Park) and & Social Forestry
Division, Saharanpur. This is a widening of existing carriage way to 4/2-laning of Roorkee-Chutmalpur-
Saharanpur-U.P./Haryana Border section of NH-73 & Chutmalpur-Ganeshpur section of NH72A in the state
of UP & Uttarakhand.

It may be mentioned that the said project does not attract EJA Notification, 2006 in the light of
MOEF OM dated 22.8.2013. Hence, this project does not require prior environment clearance.

MOEF&CC vide letter dated 26.8.2015 and 22.08.2013 (Copies enclosed), “clarified that
recommendation of Standing Committee, NBWL, as a part of environment clearance, is not required.
Accordingly, proposal returned to the State Govt. The copy of MOEF&CC circular dated-20.8.2014
regarding delinking of FC with NBDL and also the guide lines for seeking SCNBWL clearances for the
activities out side the PA are also enclosed.

The instant diversion proposal is 5-6 Km away from the RINP boundary and similar in nature,
hence, it neither requires EC nor of SBWL or SCNBWL.

It is, therefore, requested to treat this proposal in the similar line as was done in the proposal for
diversion of 12 ha and 59.65 ha forest land from Borail Reserve. The forest land is outside protected area in
the light of MOEF OM dated 22.8.2013.
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F.No. 3-11013/41 /2006-IA-LL{I)j(part)
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
IA Division
Indira Paryvavaran Bhawan,
Jor Bagh Raod, Aligani,
New Delhi-110 003

Dated the 20% August, 2014
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject:  Consideration of development projects located within 10
oy of National Park anc Sanctuaries seeking
environmental clearance under EIA Notification, 2006 -
clarification regarding.

This Ministry vide Circular Nod-11011/7/2004-TA IKI) {(Part) dated
27.02.2007 and  Office Memorandum{OM) No0.J-11013/41/2006-IA.11{1)
dated G2.12.2009 clarified procedure for consideration of developmental
progects located within 10 km of Pro«tected Areas {PAs), 1.e., National Parks

and Wild-life Sanctuaries end also involving wild-life habitat, for grant of
anvironrnental cdeasrance (BEC) under £FA Notification, 2006. The aforesaid

Circular ; OM were inter-afia issued pursuant to Supreme Court Order dated

L2 2000 in WRL(C) No.460 of 2004, It is noted that the last line of the

sforesatd  Circular dated 27.02.2007 states that .. shall be accorded
soviropmentatl clearance subject to their Project Propenents obtaining
cieoranve undar the Wildlife {(Protection) Act, 1972, a condition to this effect
being stipulated explicitly in the clearance letter”. The phrase, “obtaining
Cheorancc undor the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 19727, in the Circuiar may be
read an "prior clearance from the Standing Committee of the National Board
for Witd-lite,

2. 7 Over a period of time, this Ministry has notified a number of Eco
senvifive Zones (ESZs) around PAs. Many of developrment activities are
rohibited / requiated in these ESZs as per the notifications issued for thalr
constitution. 1t may be noted that, for regulated activities requiring orior
ECs within such ESZS prior clearance of the Standing Comtimittes of NBwWL
wili e requoed in view  of  aforesaid  Supreme  Court Order dated
N4 12,2006, the only difference being that the distance of 10 ki gets
substitured by the boundary limits of such £SZs.

; Wilh o view to facilitating early decision making by the Standirg
Commuttes Of NBWL Iin respect of development projects requiring prior WO
andt locotod within 10 km of PAs / within the £SZs around PAs, the following

procedure has been decided: -
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While prescribing TORs for such projects requiring prior E(,_,)
nenceforth, additional TORs as per Annexure shall be
mandatorily incorporated in the TORs.

Coplies of TORs issued to such proj-écts shall be endorsed to the
Witdlife Division of the Ministry.

After examining a proposal! for EC, the concerned EAC would
imake appropriate recommendations and in case it recommends
the proposal for EC, it would forward the case along with
detailled Information obtained from the Project Proponent on
issues as brought out in the Annexure, to the Wildlife Division
‘who woulid get the matter placed before the Standing Committee
of NBWL for obtaining their recormmendations on the proposal.
In the meetings of Standing Committee of NBWL wherein such
proposals will be considered, the Standing Committee may invite
the Chief Wildlife Warden of the concerned State to give views
on the proposal in the meeting.

The Wildlife Division may thereafter record the
recommendations of the Standing Committee of NBWL on the
propasal and return the case to the 1A Division for further
processing and obtalning approval of the (,ompctent Authority
on the issue of grant of EC to the pro;ect

5. This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
%J z’«:"?)l““"\“
{Dr. Satish C Garkoti)
Director
Enc. Annexure ’ (?/ ,
‘ L
Copy to:
' 1. Al the officers of IA Division )
2. Chairperson/ Member Secretaries of all the SEIAAs/SEACS
3. Chairman of all the Expert Appraisal Committees
4. Chairman, CPCB
5. Chairpersons/ Member Secretaries of. all SPCBs/ UTPC(‘C
G. IGF(WL), MOEF&CC

Copy for information:

IS(AT)

PS to MOS(Independent Charge)
PPS to Secretary (E&F)

PPS to AS (SS)

website, MoEF

Guard File
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‘ . Annexure
Form  for providing information for consideration of Standing
Committee of NBWHL

. Name and area (ha.) of national park/sanctuary involved

Type of forest in which the proposed area falls.

NS

ta)

Conservation velue/critical wiltHife habitats in the PA.

4. pPrevatent land use categories within 10Okm distance/ €952 around the
PA.

fruil ity B around che PAC IF so, pleas
woparatetly for each project,

Name of Project
Distance from PA
size (Capacity/output in appropriate units)

Impact if any on“the conservation status -of PA perceived

5. bProvide your assessment of the likely ROSITIVE AND NEGATIVE
impact/s  of the. proposed roject  giving scientific and technical
justification for each impact.

7. wWhether the project applicant has ever committed violation of the
Wildh Lifee (Protection) Act, 1972 or Forest Consarvation Ack, 1966
e past. if yes, provide the details of the offences onc e presaend
astatus of each case.

. Have your examined the Project Approaisal document and  ibe
alternatives as providecd in BEC application form?
24
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2. Any information that would like to bring to the notice of the National
Board for Wildlife-or-its Standing Committee that may be relevant and
assist in decision making.

10. Do you recommend the project?
{please provide full justification to support your recornmendation)

11 Conditions, if any, to be ensuréd in the interest of protection and
conservation of the PA for according EC to the project?

Chief Wildlife Warden




Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(Wildlife Division) '
6™ Floer, Vayu Wing
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
Jor Bag Road, Aliganj

New Delhi-110003
F.No.6-43/2015 WL _

Dated: 26" August 2015

The General Manager,

National Highways Authority of India,
(-5 &6, Sector-10,

Dwarka, New Delhi-110075.

Sub: Diversion of 12 ha of forestland from Borail Reserve for upgradation of 4-ianning
Balacheri-Harangajao section within Dima Hassao district for km 244.00 to km
275.00 of NH-54(E) under EW Corridor, Assam.

Ref: Letter No.11013/1/2k./Env./159 dated 6™ May 2015 from General Manager

(Environment), NHAIL, New Delhi.

Sir,

In accordance with vour letter cited in above reference regarding subject matter, said
proposal does not attract EIA Notification, 2006, In this context, the recommendation of
Standing Committee of NBWL as part of Environmental Clearance is not required. Hence your
proposal is being returned to you. ‘

-

Yours faithfully

R, Qﬁi:/\'«k}""z/
(Rajasekhar Ratti)

Scientist ‘C’/Deputy Director (WL)

Copy to: The Chief Wildlife Warden, Government of Assam, Guwahati.



Sir,

F. No. 8-64/2013-FC
Government of India
Ministry of Envitonment, Forests and Climate Change
(FC Division)
e e %
indira Paryavaran Bhawan,
Aliganj. Jorbagh Road.
New Delhi - 110003
Date: 38" August. 2014
To ¢
The Principal Secretary (Forests), .
Al State/UT Governments.

Sub:  Guidelines regarding de-linking of grant of i‘orest clearance from the clearance from the
Standing Committee of the National Board for Witdlife (NBWL).

{ am directed to inform that, The Ministry has come across several instances where grant of
forest clearance under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 is pending for want of clearance from the
Standing Committee of the NBWL for the projects falling within Eco-sensitive zones of the
protected arcas or within 10 km distance from PA’s(where Eco-Sensitive zones are not notified).
Many a time, cases of forest clearance got unduly defayed for fong time resukting into unwarranted
pendency of forest clearance cases. Further, clearance from the Standing: Committee of the NBWL,

is granted under the provisions of Wildiife (Protection) Act, 1972 which is. altogether different from
the provisions of the Forest (Conservatlon) Act; 1980. Taking cognizance of this fact, the matter was
examincd in this Ministry, and it is decided that approval being granted under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 will not be linked to the grant of clearance from the Standing Committee
of the NBWL except in cases where land proposed for diversion falls within protected areas for
which prior approval of the Hor'ble supreme court is required.

This issucs with the approval of competent authority.
Yours faithfully,

(M%jkumar)

Assistant Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:-
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, All State/UT Gouemmems
The Addl. PCCF {Central), AH Regional Offices of the MoEF&CC.
The Nodal Officer (FCA), Office of the PCCF, All State/UT Governments.
Director (BKS¥Ditestor (ROHQ)/AIGF (FC). .
Sr. PPS to DGF&SS, PS to Addl. DGF, PS to IGF(FC)
Monitoring cell, FC Dwnsnon MoEF&CC, New Delhi.
Guard File.

NOL B WD
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No.1-20/2014/ WL
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change

(wildlife Division)
Indira ParyavaranBhawan,
Jorbagh Road,
New Delhi
Dated: 26"September, 2014

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Sub:  Consideration of development projects located within 10 km of National Park and
Sanctuaries seeking environmental clearance under EIA Notification, 2006- O.M.
issued by |A Division providing clarification-reg.

A copy of O.M. No.J-11013/41/2006-1A-H{ (1) (part) dated 20" August, 2014 is
enclosed for reference and necessary action.

2. The need ofrecommendation of Standing Committee of NBWL for the projects
locatedoutside the limits of National Parks or Wildlife Sanctuaries is not governed by the
wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

3. As apparent from the Office Memorandum enclosed, the requirement of clearance
for such projects from the Standing Committee of NBWL is part of Environment Clearance
{EC) process pursuant to the Supreme Court Order dated 04/1.2/2006 in WP (¢ } 460/2004.
The process for referring the cases to Standing Committee of NBWL in Ministry of £EF&CC
has acenrdingly been elaborated in O.M. dated 20" August,2014 (enclosed).

4 Itis requested that the Office Memorandum enclosed with this clarification may be

made available to all the subordinate offices and public so that any proposals of clearance of

NBWL for Environment Clearance (EC) cases located in the areas outside National Parks and
Sanctuaries are not taken up for processing at the State level. Wherever applicable, the
proposals will be referred Lo Standing Committee of NBWL within the Ministry itself as
detailed inpara Il Lo IV of the Office Memorandum. Project proponents approaching the
Forest Departments in this respect may be advised accordingly.

5. This is for information and necessary action. This communication may be given
! ot

appromiate publicity. » el

{MV1.L.Srivastava)
Dy. Inspector General of Foresls
Tele: 011 2469 5355
Enclosure:Office Memorandum dtd. 20" August, 2014

T

1. The Principal Secretaries
All States/UTs Forests Departments.

2. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
and Chief Wildlife Wardens
All States/UTy Forests Departments.

Copy to: }

i} PSto MOS(IC)EF&CC.
i) PPS to Secy.{EF&LC)
iii} PPS to DGF&SS

iv) PPS 1o JS {AT)

v} PPS tol5 (AS)
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A ‘ ‘ Scientist ‘F’

F.No. 3-11013/41 /2006-IA.XI(X) (part)
Government of India ‘
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change

LT o ‘
R A T Ay s Indira Paiyavaran Bhawan
e r A Aliganj, Jor Bagh Road
et ;"-E{( New Delhi-110 003

FIRNES

AL . Dated 4" September, 2014
Office Memorandum

Subject: Consideration of development projects located within
10km of National Park and Sanctuaries seeking
environmental clearance under EIA Notification, 2006-
0O.M. issued by IA Division providing clarification-reg.

 Reference File No. 1-20/2014/WL regarding process related to
Environment Clearance cases around protected areas. On this file, Wildiife

Division had proposed action to be taken by the Impact Assessment
Division.

2. The Impact Assessment Division took action in the matter with the
approval of Secretary (EF&CC) and an OM No. 1-11013/41/2006-
IATI(I)(Part) dated 20™ August, 2014 was issued. It has been decided to
keer, the file of Wildlife Division as referred ahove in the Impact
Assessment Division and endorse copy of OM to Wildlife Division. '

3. Accordingly, the undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy
of above referred Office Memorandum dated 20" August, 2014 on the
subject mentioned above for kind information and furfher necessary
action. A copy of entire file is also enclosed. {
Encl: as above. 7 )(

EREE ;_, = - { ;q'{)ﬂ”lfiw

(Dr. S.C.Garkoti

Inspector General of Forest(Wildlife)
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan,

Ali Ganj, Jor Bargh Road,
New Delhi-110 003

Copy for Information:

IS(AT)
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LI 2559 (§).- 4 THR F, ARG THFR A Ta0r 3R o FaeT
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[To be published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part ll, Section 3,
Sub-section(ii)]

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 22™ August, 2013

S.0. 2559 (E).- Whereas by notification of the Government of India in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests vide number S.0.1533(E), dated the 14"
September, 2006 issued under sub-section (1) and clause (v) of sub-section
(2) of section (3) of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 read with clause
(d) of sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, the
Central Government directed that on and from the date of its publication, the
required construction of new projects or activities or the expansion or
modernization of existing projects or activities listed in the Schedule to the
said notification entailing the capacity addition with change in process or
technology and or product mix shall be undertaken in any part of india only
after prior environmental clearance from the Central Government or as the
case may be, by the State level Environment Impact Assessment Authority,
duly constituted by the Central Government under sub-section (3) of section 3
of the said Act, in accordance with the procedure specified therein;

And whereas the Government of India in the Ministry of Environment
and Forests had constituted a High Level Committee under the Chairmanship’
of Member (Environment and Forests and Science and Technology), Planning
Commission, vide OM No.21-270/2008-IA.1ll dated the 11" December, 2012
to review the provisions of Environmental Impact Assessment Notification,
2006 relating to granting Environmental Clearances for Roads, Buildings and
Special Economic Zone projects and provisions under the OM dated the 7"
February, 2012 issued by the Ministry of Environment and Forests regarding
guidelines for High Rise Buildings; ‘

And whereas one of the terms of reference (ToR) of the Committee
was to review the requirement of Environmental Clearance for highway
expansion projects upto the right of way of 60 meters and length of 200 kms
under Environmental Impact Assessment notification;

And whereas the Committee has submitted its report to the Ministry
and on this ToR, the Committee has recommended exempting highway
expansion projects from the requirement of scoping and that Environmental
Impact Assessment or Environment Management Plan for highway expansion
projects may be prepared on the basis of model ToRs to be posted on
Ministry's website and in respect of requirement of environmental clearance,
the Committee has recommended that expansion of National Highway
projects up to 100 kms involving additional right of way or land acquisition
upto 40 mits on existing alignments and 60 mts on re-alignments or by-passes
may be exempted from the preview of the notification;



And whereas the report of the Committee has been examined in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests. Earlier, vide notification S.0.3067(E),
dated the 1% December 2009 all State Highway expansion projects, except
those in hilly terrain (above 1000 m AMSL) and ecologically sensitive areas,
have already been exempted from the purview of the Environmental Impact
Assessment notification, 2006.

And whereas, keeping inter-alia in view the foregoing, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests has decided to accept the aforesaid
recommendations of the High Level Committee constituted vide OM No.21-
. 270/2008-1A 111, dated the 11" December 2012;

Now, therefore in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1)
and clause (v) of sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with sub-rule (4) of rule (5) of the Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986, the Central Government hereby makes the following
further amendment to the notification of the Government of India, in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests number S.O. 1633(E), dated the 14"
September, 2006 after having dispensed with the requirement of notice under
clause (a) of sub-rule (3) of the said rule 5 in public interest, namely:-

2. In the said notification, -

(a) in paragraph 7, in sub-paragraph |l, for item (i), the following item shall
be substituted, namely:-

‘(i) “Scoping’refers to the process by which the Expert Appraisal
Committee in the case of Category A ’projects activities, and State level
Expert Appraisal Committee in the case of Category ‘B1'projects or activities,
including applications for expansion or modernization or change in product
mix of existing projects or activities, determine detailed and comprehensive
Terms of Reference (TOR) addressing all relevant environmental concerns for
the preparation of an Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Report in respect
of the project or activity for which prior environmental clearance is sought and
the Expert Appraisal Committee or State level Expert Appraisal Committee
concerned shall determine the terms of reference on the basis of the
information furnished in the prescribed application Form 1 or Form 1A
including terms of reference proposed by the applicant, a site visit by a sub-
group of Expert Appraisal Committee or State level Expert Appraisal
Committee concerned only if considered necessary by the Expert Appraisal
Committee or State Level Expert Appraisal Committee concerned, terms of
Reference suggested by the applicant if furnished and other information that
may be available with the Expert Appraisal Committee or State Level Expert
Appraisal Committee concerned:

Provided that the following shall not require Scoping--

) all projects and activities listed as Category ‘B’ in item 8 of the
Schedule (Construction or Township or Commercial Complexes or
Housing);



(i) all Highway expansion projects covered under éntry (ii) of column
(3) and column (4) under sub-item (f) of item 7 of the Schedule:

Provided further that-

A.  the projects and activities referred to in clause (i) shall be apprised
on the basis of Form | or Form IA and the conceptual plan;

B. The projects referred to in clause (ii) shall prepare EIA and EMP
report on the basis of model TOR specified by Ministry of
Environment and Forests; '

- (b) in the Schedule, against sub-item (f) of item 7, in column (3), for the entry
(i), the following entry shall be substituted, namely:-

‘(i)  Expansion of National Highways greater than 100 km involving
additional right of way or land acquisition greater than 40m on
existing alignments and 60m on re-alignments or by-passes.”

[F.No. 21-270/2008-IA.11]

Ajay Tyagi
Joint Secretary to the Government of India

Note: The principal rules wére published in the Gazette of India,
Extraordinary, Part Il, Section 3, Sub-section (ii) vide notification number S.0.
1533(E), dated the 14" September, 2006 and subsequently amended as
follows:- '

1..S.0. 1737 (E), dated the 11" October, 2007;

2. S.0. 3067 (E), dated the 1% December, 2009;

3. 8.0. 695 (E), dated the 4" April, 2011;

4. S5.0. 2896 (E), dated the 13t December, 2012; and
5. 5.0.674(E), dated the 13" March, 2013






