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Government of India
Ministry of Bnvironment & Forests

(FC Division)
Faryavaran Bhawan,
. CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
, . ' New Defhi=110 003
Dated: 15 Tanuary, 29’!4
4
. The Principal Secretary (Rovests), . . .
All State/ Union Territory Governments . ' R

P

Sub:  Diversion of forest tand for non-forest purposes under the Forest (Conservation) Act,

Sir,

1980. - eniiling compliange of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Porest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.

Fam directed to refer to this Ministiy’s letters of even mimber dated 5t July 2013 on the

above-mentioned subject where-under’this Ministry-sent a copy of formats for submission of

avid

ence for having initiated and completed the process of settioment of rights snder the

Seheduled 1ribed §Rd Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Borest Rights) Act,

2006,
I an

(i)

»and to clarify further as below in respect of certificates required for finear projects (Form.
d ather than linear projects (Form-11); : .

Form- 1T for projects otfer than linear projects- stipulates- certificate from the district
vollector on six counts, including consent of gram sabha for the project, as provided in
Clause () () and (d)’ of the format. Whereas Form~L for fincar projects stipulates

" certificates’ from the concérned district collector on only three coants which do not

L

" (i)

V;xﬁ@f&‘"

include consent from the gram sabha concerned for the linear praject per se;

The ‘consent’ stipulated in ‘phrase: *....... Gram Sabhas have given their consent to it,.."

appearing in clause (b) of Porm-I for linear projects is for, diversion of forest land for the
facilitles managed by Government in accordance with the ‘provigions of-section 3:(2) of

the Scheculed Tribes and Other Traditional. Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest .

Rights) Act,-2006; and r ‘
It is re-itérated that as mentioned by this Ministry in Its letter of even number dates 5
Febroary 2013, after consu)éa;l-_iqﬁ and concprrence of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, linear

v

.

projects, except thosé invilviitg Fécoghised Tights of Primitive Tribal Groups and Pre.

Agricultural Communities, are exempted from requirement of obtaining consent for such
“projects.fram eagh.conserned.Gram Sk oo '

. .

Lt o . Yours faithfuljy..
B e LT . e o :
: s .o : - .- wqa\\""’ 7

57 /} ‘7 e - - ) TG Chaud iy

L - Assistant Inspector General of Forests

AT Copy Tex - -

1.
U2
5.

A

The Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, New Dethi.. . wr ¥
Principa) Chief Conservator of Borests, al State/UT Governmaents:

Nodal Officer, the Forest (Conservation) Act,-1980, al State/UT Gavernments.
All Regional Offices, Ministry of Environment & Forests,

v i




B BUUN o et (L

6.

7.

S
V&
- . 2 3,3
Jolfit Secreteiiy” inchargh, linguét Assedsiment Divisfon, MoBR, * -~ o
All Asststant Inspector General of Forests/ Divectors in For est Conservation Divnsmn,
MoBE, .
Divector R.O. (FIQ), Ministry of BEnvironment & For ests, New Delhu.
Er. Director (Technical), NIC, MoEF with a request to place a copy of the latter on .
website of this Ministry. =
Guard File, . , Aol 7

AHC Chaudhary)
-Assistant Inspecmr General of Forests
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F. No. 11-9/ 98-FC (pt.)
Government of India
Ministry of Environment and Forests -
(FC Diyision)
Paryavaran Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi - 110 51¢.
Dated: 5t February, 2013

4

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
All State / Union Territory Governments

Sub: Diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes under the Forest (C,o-nservatio;x) Act,
1980 - ensuring complance of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006,

Sir,

Lam directed to refer to this Ministry’s fetter of even number dated 03.08.2000 wherein
this M‘iﬁistry‘ issued detailed guidelines on submission of evidences for having initiated and
completed the process of settlement of rights under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Tradi tional
Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)y Act, 2006,

This Ministry has received representations from various Ministries to exempt projects
like construction of roads, canals, laying of pipelines/optical fibres and transmission lines ¢ir-
wherélinear diversion of forest land in several villages are involved, from the requirement of
obtaining consent of Gram Sabha, as stipulated in this Ministry's said letter dated 3.8.2009.

The matter has also been examined by an inter-ministerial Conmittee. The Committes
after examination of the matter had jifer alin recommended- that a resolution of the Gram Sabha
of the area, based on full and prior information of the project and a public hearing, endorsing
that the project is in the interest of the people living on the forest land, use of which is proposed
to be diverted for non-forest purposes may not be required for the projects like construction of
roads, canals, laying of pipelines/optical fibres and transmission lines etc. where lincar
diversion of use of forest land in several villdges are involved, unless recognised rights of
Primitive Tribal Groups {PTG)and Pre-Agricultural-Communities (PAC) are being affectod.

The Hon'ble Minister for Tribal Affairs in-his D.O. fetter dated 21072003 addressed 1o
the Hon'ble Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Power has informed that the Minisiyy wf
Tribal Affairs agrees with the recommendation of said Committee that resolution of the Cram
Sabha may not be required in cases of projects like transmission lines where linear diversion of
forest land in several villages are involved, unless recognised rights of PTG/ PAC are being
affected.

2

b



Accordingly, | am directed to say that proposals seeking prior approval of Central
Government under the Forest {Conservation) Act, 1980 for projects like construction of roads,
canals, laying of pipelines/ optical fibres and transmission lines efc, “where linear diversion of
use of forest land in several villages are involyed, unless 1-‘éceg‘n‘i5ed rights of PTG/ PAC are
being affected, are exempted from the requirement of obtaining consent of the concermed Gram
Sabha(s) as stipulated in clause {c) read with clause (b}, (€) and () in second para of this
Ministty’s said Jetter dated 03.08.2009,

This issues with approval of the Hon'ble Minister of State (Independent Chargey for
Environment and Forests, e,

Yours faithfully,

/“'

TSk o
’ (H.C. Chaudhary)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:-
-Shri Sanjay Lohiya, Director, Prime Minister’s Office, New Delhi.
Secretary, Ministry of Road Transport andHighways, New Delhi.
The Secretary, Ministry of Power, New Delhi.
The Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum, and Natural Gas, New Delhi.
The Chairman, Railways Board, New Delhi. :
The Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, New Delhi,
The Chairman, National Highways Authority of India (NHAT), New Delhi.
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, all State/ UT Governments.

PNS W W -

9. Nodal Officer, the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, all State/ UT Governments.
10.  All Regional Offices, Ministry of Environment & Forests,

11 Joint Secretray in-charge, Impact Assessment Division, MoEF, .

12, All Assistant Inspector General of-Forests in. Forest Conservation Division, MoECF.,

13. Director R.O. (HQ), Ministry of Environment & Forests, New Delhi.
14, Sr. Director (Technical), NIC, MoEF with a request ta place a copy of the letter on website

of this Ministry. 4
15, 81, PPS to the Secretray, Environment and Forests, '
16, Sr. PPS to the Divector General of Forests & Special Secretray, MoEF. o

17.  Guard File. %){1! v
(HL.C. Chaudhary)
Assistant Inspector General of Forests



