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01 URASAT UEdrg &1 St Enclosed as Annexure-1
T/ Check list of Project
Proposal - _
02 uEag # giedafag EIHH@I Uq | The total ML area is 388.68 ha consisting of
g ﬁ £ fRraoh 149.03. ha forest land 239.65 ha non forest land.
R ﬁ Out of 149.03 ha , earlier diverted area is 83.51
afed gug & / ha and 65.52 ha is balance forest area. For the
Detailed description of Forest | proposed diversion proposal of 65.52 ha, only
and Non Forest land included in | forest land is involved.
the proposal -
03 gAdH a;qa{iﬁq 3gder ¥ | Enclosed as Annexure-2
AT gad-agdl  ufadea/
Undertaking for minimal use of -
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04

TIHITA- WS @1 Seax
Submission of HCL-ICC

AR aawiur g Imavas
TR PTaE e d deaflg
qua-ggdr ufades/

Undertaking towards payment of
cost for Compensatory
Afforestation

05

The proposal for diversion of balance 65.52 ha of
forest land is only for underground mining
operation. Also there will be no involvement of
tree felling and surface diversion of the said land
for any non forest purpose during the mining
operation, hence no involvement of
Compensatory Afforestation is envisaged.

trad’_rahf NPV) Uﬁ_ﬁiﬂ?—n?-[-
A F FEQT  gud-a€ar
ufddea /

Undertaking towards payment of
NPV

06

Undertaking towards payment of NPV enclosed
as Annexure-3.

Further, it is to submit that NPV amounting to Rs
52,61,256/- only for the 65.52 ha has already
been deposited to Jharkhand Adhoc CAMPA fund
as per demand note raised by State Forest
Department dtd. 24.03.2022.

AR wer dr.dY.( NPV) TRY
HIAT A § Fafod aud-
&1 vidded/

Undertaking towards payment of
additional NPV

07

NoC wunder FRA 2006 from
concerned DC and along with
copy of Minutes of Meeting

Unde"rté-léi'ng towards payment of additional NPV
enclosed as Annexure-4.

The FC proposal for “in principle” approval (Stage
) for diversion of balance 65.52 ha within Surda
Mining Lease, has also been submitted to office
of the DC, East Singhbhum.

MoEF&CC vide notification dtd. 26.02.2019 has
clarified that the compliance under FRA 2006 is
not required for consideration of ‘in principle”
approval. This is required to be furnished by the
State Govt. for consideration of the proposal by
the Ministry for “final approval”. Copy enclosed
as Annexure-5.

Further as per the provisions of the clause
9.6.b.(ii) of the Forest (Conservation) Rule 2022
notified by MOoEF&CC on 28.06.2022, the
settlement of rights under FRA 2006 will be
ensured by the State Govt. after grant of final

— 2

approaval (Stage-1l) by Central Govt. and before |
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TTHITA- HHHET & Seav
Submission of HCL-ICC

08

issuance of diversion order. Copy enclosed as
Annexure-6.

HUAISA & UFdriad aaqiH
td IR aaufE AF afeRrd
geit & Irorar Fyr/

Tree  enumeration list of

proposed diversion of forest and
non forest land,

09

The proposed diversion of forest land over 65.52
ha is only for underground mining. No surface
diversion and tree felling are involved in the
proposed proposal.

WUAR  Rrgd  Reddea
Tld  (Reclamation Plan) T
gt fawoft /

Detailed description of Phase
wise Reclamation Plan

Detailed description of Phase wise Reclamation
Plan as per Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM)
approved Mining Plan has been submitted along
with Part-| of the proposal.

10

TAHA  JUATA  UEATT @

KML file/
KML file of proposed diversion of
forest land

11

Already uploaded in the portal along with Part-I
of thé'proposal.

e S S —
FHriaer & ufa /

Copy of Minutes of the Meeting
of Gram Sabha

12

As replied against point no.7 above.

The minutes of the meeting of the Gram Sabha in
furtherance of procurement of NoC under FRA
2006 shall be issued by the DC, East Singhbhum in
due course, before the issuance of final forest
land diversion arder.

§T&1T gl & (Sa%éty Zone
Area) HTdhold!, O Td HI&d

T &9 & 3N HIGE
gaqfA &9 A geRgur Hir
TR Yoraa Fa & Fafa
AR T gId-dgdl ufadea/
Calculation of Safety Zone Area,
undertaking for payment of the
cost towards fencing and
plantation in degraded land over

1.5 times area of Safety zone
along with map

The safety zone area taking 7.5 m wide strip all
along the forest land along the ML boundary is
2.90 ha (2.60 ha for 65.52 ha under proposed
diversion + 0.30 ha for already diverted area of
83.51 ha). Undertaking for payment of cost
towards fencing and plantation in degraded
forest land over 1.5 times area of Safety zone and
map are enclosed as Annexure-7 and Annexure-8
respectively.




fig . U TaHITA- HSHET & Seaw
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13 HUASAT ?ﬂ mﬁm El?i’ﬂ-‘[ﬁ? All the 65.52 ha of forest land over which the
3 W*QTS' 3‘1% P et ?)f diversion has been proposed is under the

ownership of Forest Deptt. Details of the land

T 3URFA &1 HATIR | schedule in respect of the proposed diversion

UHTOT-UF Ufades / already submitted along with Part-| of the

NoC from concerned office of the PRt

DC regarding any Jungle/Jhari in
the proposed diversion of forest
land
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Khusiram Hansdah
General Manager (Mines
Hindustan Copper Limite
(A. Govt. of India Enterprise)

indian Copper Complex
P.O.- Moubhandar - 832103

Jharkhand



Annexure-1

Checklist for documents submitted for Surda copper mine of proposed diversion as Form-A of
Proposal no. FP/JH/MIN/44787/2020

S. No. | Documents uploaded in parivesh portal

1. Authorization letter on behalf of the User Agency

2 KML File of forest Patches S

3 Copy of Survey of Indi;"s_TEpo sheet i'ndicating boundary of forest land

4 Scanned cob} of the Geo-referenced _fnap of the forest land proposed to be diverted prepared
by using GPS or Total Station. ai L Sg. L

5. Copy of note containing justification for locating the project in forest land

6. Copy of Cost-Benefit analysis

b Copy of Environmental Clearance to the project

8. Copy the letter of I'n'tent'{'LOI}

9, Copy of approval ofrmining- Elén

10. Copy of approved_ﬁihing_ plan _ i

11. Copy of 3D subsidenae_an_éiysis report_

12. Copy of the detailed land use plan in 1:4,000 scale prepared by using GPS or Total Station

13. Copy of map of the outer bounda ry"of mining lease area

14. Copy note cor{t_a\i_r\ing details of the linked end-use project

15. Copy note containing_cjet}a_iis of the Blan for the transportation of the minerals proposed to be
raised from the mining lease

16. Past Stage-| FC

17; Past Siage-lf FC R o

18. Mine wise forest area breakup of pa_s}t diversion, State forest department letter

19. Release of forest land letter '

20. NPV Compliance letter from DFO, Jamshedpur

21. PCA payment

22 Payment towards coﬁt of fénéaé, protection and regeneration of Safety Zone

23. DFO letter ceft_ifying total forest area within Surda Mines

24, Demand of NPV and payment details for 65.52 ha. of Forest Area

25. Land schedule of 65.52 ha. of ﬁropD;d forest diversion area

26. Non forest area within Surda Mining Lease is 239.65 ha,

t—>"

Khusiram Hansdah
General Manager IMines
Hindustan Copper Limite
(A. Govt. of India Enterprise)

Indian Copper Complex
P.O.- Moubhiandar - 832103

Jharkhand



Annexure-2

UNDERTAKING FOR MINIMUM USE OF FOREST LAND

This is to undertake that the proposal for diversion of balance 65.52 ha forest
land within Surda Mining Lease (388.68 ha) of M/s Hindustan Copper Limited is
required only for underground mining operation, which is minimum in quantity
and there will be no involvement of tree felling and surface diversion of the

said land for any non forest purpose during the mining operation.

.
3/o22

Signature of AutHorized Person

Khusiram Hansdah
General Manager (Mines
Hindustan Copper Limite
(A. Govt. of India Enterprise)

Indian Copper Complex
P.O.- Moubhandar - 832103

Jharkhand



Annexure-3

UNDERTAKING FOR PAYMENT OF NPV

It is undertaken that any demand note of NPV raised by State Forest

Department, will be paid by the project proponent,

Further, NPV amounting to Rs 52,61,256/- only for the 65.52 ha has already
been deposited to Jharkhand Adhoc CAMPA fund as per demand note raised
by State Forest Department dtd. 24.03.2022.

(
2%

Signature of Authafized Person

% Khusiram Hansdah
General Manager (Mines
Hindustan Copper Limite
(A. Gowvi. of India Enterprise)
Indian Copper Complex
P.O.- Moubhandar - 832103
Jharkhand
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Application for revised demand of 50% NPV for remaining forest area in respect
of /Rakha Mining Lease (785.091ha), Kendadih Mining Lease (1139.60ha) and
Surda Mining Lease (388.68 ha) held by M/s Hindustan Copper Limited.

1. AR TR, yafaro, a4 vd werarg oRad= Aqarer, 7% Ree @ o3 wen
F.No. 11-51/2015-FC f@=i& 01.042015, 93 ¥ F.No. 11-599/2014-FC f@i®
01042015 TF HEN F.No. |1-85/2016-FC =& 31032016 Td U3 §& F.No.
5-2/2017-FC &A1& 28032019 ‘

2. VR ¥EA 4 d@vEa de @depn Fone, dar 4 Rem, €, aras,
e @1 surd 360 fRAiE 23.02.2021, sWiE 620 fRATE 19.052021 Td U
1203 fe=1@ 29.09.2021

3. Al g st fafide &1 w3 @ HCLACC/DGM/Surda/FCR021 i
13032021, UF®H  HCLACC/DGMICC/FCACC2021 feAT®d 16072021, 9AATH
HCL/ACC/DGMACCIFC2021 R4S 11112021, vd 9siid HCL/ICC/ED/Surda/FC
12022 & 1702 2022

4 o g 44 @Red, e, THIRR & FuiE 3266 RSP 30.12.2020,
SuiE 304 feATd 04022021, 96 1878 A6 09102021 U4 UHid 518
feArs 16.03 2022

5 %9 PGy & UAlb 554 [SATE 03032021, 9P 797 fRAA1% 19.03.2021 Uq
gHiE 1524 f3=1& 17.07 2021

Sudigd fyue yaife gl & bl A yfed o ? 5 @@ quieww oF

woarg aRad= @, siR@ve SRER @ 93 FE IYN-09 /20102440 ToYo, I fwTH
25082021 TGIAR WU 4 g WeFH-GE-dgen fAwe, dor o Rew, 98
wRave, AN F gFAiE 1203 AP 20002021 Td WRA WHR, WHRY 9 0 FTe@ryg
uRada warerm, 98 fieell @ u=m G@W0 FNo. $-2/2017-FC RE1& 28032019 # fAfew
ARRDT (Comprehensive Guideline) @) HfSE 34 T ®BREHT 35 B WD H AID gRY
el mEAT o & ?ﬁ 3D-Subsidence Prediction Model G &1 Surface Strain Prediction

F Sale-Section? Application_201 (- 13 Revised demend of “0% surda iid to CF 22 100 2022 doc
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Annexure-3
g v it e, ardra drefrd wem @ fema we o6 AE) gqaE gwn
EHEI™T AT |

fafda & s RA1d 15022022 &1 Wo o Do Rz Td Wo dRG TR WH Tq
S e arda dafie der GRas we dfe AEE) geR g R M
n’eqf?rw B ATEd W ID-Subsidence Modelling for prediction of surface subsidence, Strain and
subsidence slope due 1o stoping (mining) at Surda Mining, HCL ¥ wafda Rare wafta @ T 81

Ralé @& sm@ciies & ug sd =1 ® f& 399 Numerical modeling approach T

war far T & fAfka g f& Numerical modeling approach is not the true representation of the
physical model.

waforg Rurd @ yw v d ag affa far mao 8 % Maximum surface tensile
strain of magnitude 2. 2mm/m will occur afier stage — 4 i.e. |8 Level stopping compared to the virgin
state. RAE & ara & & T2 arger ¥ fafEa subsidence monitoring stations @ 3-D Co-ordinates
@1 Periodic Monitoring @ 3211 @ g & |

s Rard § aftfa i Swain @1 33mm/m, 43mm/m, 5.5mm/m, 3.9mm/m,
24mm/m, 6.7mm/m, 2.76mm/m, 2.14mm/m @ UYRUey ¥ U4 TRT EIBHR # art R @
e H qral AT et @ f&a yfrra @@= (under ground mining) @ Surface strain
predicted by 3-D subsidence prediction model &1 Smm/m to |0mm/m AT &0 10% of normal rates
of NPV W fAmiffRer fbar wiren & | .
NPV @ Wfl faa & —

Lo e, e
wn faraeoh iy B CETRET T el |y tHodlodlo
e | Esithed tHodlodlo A (10% of
ol ) o L wff normal NPV)
1 THoRodlo Eco Class [l | 6552 |  B03000.00 5§2612560.00 5261256.00

e oM € b tAoflodle @1 W 52,61,256.00 (8T TR UFEE AR QA
W OWH WIAT) HH CAMPA Fund A e-portal (hitps://parivesh nic.in & A W RI=aRa / 51
R AR & w1 39 Fraldd # ufade @t $E B TW W
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e
(./ P Py O

T yHed
SHITQR 9 wHEe
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f'*a__

F \Sabe SectionX\Application 201 | | IRevised eumand =1 % surdaalid o €1 50 00 2022 doe



Annexure-3

HINDUSTAN COPPER LIMITED
(A Govt. Of India enterprise)
INDIAN COPPER COMPLEX
., P.O GHATS ILA - 832303

Ph: (06585) 225878 (Unit Head )
\Website : www.hinduslancopper.com

CIN: L27201WB1967G0OI028825

Ref: HCL/ICC/ED/ICC/Surda Lease/2022 Date: 29.03.2022

f\\; To,
N 8y The Divisional Forest Officer,
\\ a®"  Jamshedpur Forest Division,

Jamshedpur.

Sub: Payment of NPV for remaining forest area ( 65.52Ha) in respect of Surda
Mining lease of M/s Hindustan Copper Limited

Ref: Your letter No. 643/Jamshedpur Dated 14.03.2022- NPV demand note. (Annexure -1)

Madam,

This has reference to the subject matter cited above. In this regard kindly be informed
that NPV amounting of Rs. 52,61,256.00 ( Rupees Fifty Two Lakh Sixty One Thousand Two
Hundred Fifty Six only) has been deposited by us in CAMPA fund through E-portal
(https://parivesh nic.in) vide LIR, o SBWR 52022032475 1023%4 dated  29.03.2022
(Annexure-11) for remaining forest area (65.52 Ha) withi‘n Surda mining lease.

We shall be grateful if you kindly do the further needful in this regard.

Thanking You,
Yours faithfully,
T 8
(S.Dey) ~
Executive Director & Unit Head

Indian Copper Complex, Ghatsila

Encl: As stated above

Pl Pagelof1



Annexure-3

¥

femrar w1 feafgez HINDUSTAN COPPER LIMITED
' . INDIAN COPPER COMPLEX

¢ {WITY W W O SRR ) ( 2 PO GHATS ILA - 832303
cwwa FTUT ETHAE T Pr  (06585) 225878 (G M |

il ) i \_.-[,"' 226482 (DGMW) 225938(DCGM-ES)

s e W32 303 I:u’l 225870 (G M - H R) 225862 ( Fnance)

Fa=n qat fEEvu (HIETE 22586% Purchase) Fax (D6585)225806

Emu-ma.@w.mmmu com
Website waww hindustancopper com

Date :

29 MR AT
The Chief Manager,

State Bank of India,

Moubhandar Branch,

Moubhandar,
Sub: RTGS NEET payment to Jharkhand Campa.
Dear Sir,

Please debit Ry 2ol 7o Rupees Gifty two lakhs sixty one thousand two hundred fifty
six only) 1o our Cash Crodn A 4102778 with you and credit Ade. Na.
15072584 1841449 of Dharkhand Campa Hore detois o beneliciary 15 shown below details of
which is attached herowtt

%
BANK NAMI UNION BANK OF INDIA
BRANCH NAME & ADDRESS LODH!ICOMPLEX BRANCH,

BlLOCK 11 CGO COMPLEX,
PHASE 1 LODHI ROAD,
NEW DELHT-E 10003

IESC CODE OF BENERI IARY

BRANCH LBING903T10
BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 150725841841449
Bank charpes (f any may please be debited to aur account

hanking

Yours faithtully,
‘o CINDUSTAN COPPER LmTEL

WDIAN COPPER COMPLEX
{ 51 L o A B o Poer T
A G Taget A v~ ~
SR A frosriwed SRRy 7

authemme Smnatory AL

jJJ‘r-‘ AMNKY 202 7 v - @D s W )%

-
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http://forestsclearance.nic.in/User Account/N eft_Challan!

Annexure-3

AGENCY COPY
qfaﬂ'ﬁ’ﬁx tm Unlon Bf[!!:
b T g
- R ]

NEFT/ RTGS CHALLAN for CAMIA Funds
Diate : 29-03-2022

| Minschsstan Coppror Lindiad

| Agency Nams.
[ PN ' )
| Application No | Brainaraan
NoEF/SG Flle Ne NA |
Location IHARHHAND I
| s
| Address. Tanwa Mhavean, 1, Ashutoah [
| Chewdhury Averuaiolkate |
| & - i
|| Aemount{in Rs) [FIFS |
| U i

| Amount In Werds Fifty-Tiw Lakh Sisty.One Thousand Two
Hundrad and Fify Six Rupees Uiy

. NEFT/RTGS to be made as per following

BANK COPY

aforas 8 (£7) union Bank

o — 1 8 i S

r : W 3

NEFT { RTGS CHALLAN for CAMPA Funds
Date : 20.03.2022

Application No I _-_|

MoEFI5G File No. o AN

Loeation MARKHAND

e | Termes Bhewen, 1, Ashwiosh |
Chowdhury Avenus Kolkata |

L LI L

Amount n Weords Fifty. Tom Lakh Sty Tine Thousand Tes
hunedrme] mrel Fiftp Six Pugmes finke

NEFT/RTGS to be made as per following

details; detalls; 5
I Baneficiary Name: JHARKHAND CAMPA Beneficiary Name: JHARKHAND CAMPA =]
| IFSC Cods: UBINGSOIT10 IFSC Code: UBINGBO3T10 |

| Pay to Account No. | 150725841841448
1 Valid only for this

Pay to Account No. 150725841841449

i'i challan smount, .
| Bank Narme & Union Bank Of India Bank Neme & Union Bank Of India ;
| Addreas: Lodhi Complex Branch, Address: Lodhi Complex Branch, ||
{ Block 11,CGO Complex, Block 11,CGO Complex,
| { Phase L Lodhi Road, New Phase |, Lodhi Road, New ||

| Delhi -110003 h Deihi -110003

.i « This Challan Is strictly to ba used for making
payment to CAMPA by NEFTIRTGS only

L

« This Challan Is strictly to be used for making |
payment to CAMPA by NEFTIRTGS only I

After making successful payment, User Agencies may send a line of confirmation through

Email: helpdeskcampa@corpbank.co.in

Note:After making the required payment through challan, If the payment status has not been updated
even after 7 working days, then kindly mall a copy of your challan with transaction date to

Emall: cb0371@unlonbankofindla.com

For WINDUSTAN COFPER LiMi L 0
INDIAN COPPER COMPLEX
ﬁ% - A o

A thoneed T gietory lu_ﬂr:nlm Signetony

(—2



Annexure-4

UNDERTAKING FOR PAYMENT OF ADDITIONAL NPV

It is undertaken that any demand note for additional NPV raised by State

Forest Department, will be paid by the project proponent.

4

oy
Signature of Authorfzed Person 0

Khusiram Hansdah
General Manager (Mines
Hindustan Copper Limite
(A. Govt. of India Enterprise)

Indian Copper Complex
P.O.- Moubhandar - 832103

Jharkhand



Annexure-5

File No.11-43/2013-FC

Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(FC Division)

Indira Paryavaran Bhawan
Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj
New Delhi-110003

H ﬁkm,
Datcd:“dm&ary, 2019

To,
The Principal Secretary/Secretary (Forests)
All States/UTs Governments

Sub: Compliance of the Schedule Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006-regarding

Sir,

I am directed to refer to Forest (Conservation) amendment Rules 2016 as
amended on 06th March, 2017 wherein inter-alia it has been provided that:

(e) the District Collector shall

(i) complete the process of recognition and vesting of forest rights in accordance
with the provisions of the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (2 of 2007) for the entire forest land indicated
in the proposal.

(i) obtain consent of each Gram Sabha having jurisdiction over the whole or a part
of the forest land indicated in the propesal for the diversion of such forest land and
compensatory and ameliorative measures, if any, having understood the purposes
and details of diversion, wherever required; and

(i) forward his findings in this regard to the Conservator of Forests

(f) the entire process referred to in clause (e) shall be completed by the District
Collector within the time perod stipulated in these rules for grant of in-principle
approval under the Act to the proposal.

(g) the Conservator of Forests shall examine the factual details and Jfeasibility of the
proposal, carry out site inspection in case the area of forest land proposed to be
diverted is more than forty hectares, and forward the proposal along with his
recommendations to the Nodal Office.

I am also directed to refer to references/communications received from various
State Governments seeking clarification on whether FRA certificate is to be
submitted before Stage-11 compliance or it has been submitted along-with proposal
for seeking Stage-1 approval.

It is clarified that within the time period stipulated for compliance of stage-1

g



File No.11-43/2013-FC

condition, Deputy Commissioner shall complete the process of compliance of FRA
(including forwarding its findings to the concerned CF). Hence for the purpose of the
MoEF&CC, as per the provision under Forest (Conservation) amendment rules,
approval. This has to be Turnished by the state Govt. lor consideration ol the
proposal by the ministry for final approval.

In view of the above, the State Governments are requested to adhere the
provisions contained in Forest (Conservation) Amendment Rules, 2016 for FRA
purpose while forwarding the proposal for seeking prior approval under Section 2 of
Forest(Conservation) Act, 1980 to this Ministry for consideration.

awan Kumar Verma)

Dy. I r General of Forests
Copy to:
1. Prime Minister's Office
2. Secretary, Ministry of Mines, Government of India
3. Secretary, Ministry of Coal, Government of India
4. Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Government of India
5. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, all State/UT Governments
6. Nodal Officer, the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, all State/ UT

Governments 4
- All Regional Offices, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), Gol.
8. Joint Secretary in-charge, Impact Assessment Division, MoEF&CC, Gol
9. All Assistant Inspector General of Forests/ Directors in the Forest
Conservation Division, MoEF&CC, Gol/Director, ROHQ, MoEF&CC,
Gol/TO(FC)/TO(RoHQ).
10.3r. Director (Technical), NIC, MoEF&CC with a request to place a copy of the
letter on website of this Ministry.
11.8r. PPS to the Secretary, MoEF&CC
12.8r. PPS to the Director General of Forest & Special Secretary, MoEF&CC, Gol
13.Sr. PPS to the Addl. Director General of Forests (Forest Conservation),
MoEF&CC, Gol.

-]

awan Kumar Verma)
extor General of Forests

§



Annexure-6

18 TH_I:‘. (JA.ZE:'I[t OF li_\_IE'l_lA : EXTE{\ORDINARY [PART II—SEC. 3(i)]
ATLAT-2
[ 8 (2) Tar P 9 (4) 3]
qfgrerT st |faf ZreT ATt e & oo e qfi % soan 3 et i s i gt
wE | . e-arfAt 3o ¥ g HFrarAdt g i gF5hr qugraty  (wrd
FATCEAV/ATAIS g FETaa o i =)
A ({RAH) |
(1) (2) N (3) (4)
1. 5 & ufers «fiv 40 7% et ITATT (T F AfafE) 60
2. 5 & ofors ol 40 aF : EE] 75
3, 40 & for 37 100 7% mﬁ?mﬁrr(w%alﬁﬁaﬁ) 75
4. 40 & off 7 100 4% T wm 90
5 100 & wfos |t I (@A ) 120
6. 1007 afer | T 150

RroqufY 1: qfgem s afafy (Faw 94) (z) 7@ g =her B o yeama F «fam s #7036
arfra & worar i1 w1 FmArEfy (FF Ra)
froquft 2: wirremT st afafa a1 Fanfor a9 afasdt Bl apnfRe @dw FemT §F a=sta g&@uT
YA, STATTH &3 ST ATSTAT TATZ/AST HTEA0T FISAAT TeATR % TIHT g1 Fwara i S F3,
uﬁﬁwg%wﬁvm(4)$ﬁ?{a)%ﬂﬂwwﬁm%mﬁﬁﬁsma
et F1 weqa e o gn
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 28th June, 2022

G.S.R. 480(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of section 4 of the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980) and in supersession of the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003, except as
respects things done or omitted to be done before such supersession, the Central Government hereby makes the
following rules, namely: -

1. Short title, extent and commencement. - (1) These rules may be called the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2022.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions. - (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -

(a) “Accredited Compensatory Afforestation” means a system of proactive afforestation to be used for
obtaining prior approval under section 2 ol the Act.

(b) “Act" means the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980);
(c) “Advisory Committee” means the Advisory Committee constituted under section 3 of the Act;

(d) “‘Chairperson” means the Chairperson of the Advisory Committee:
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(e)

()

(2)

L

()

(k)

(h

(m)

(n)

(0)

(p)

(q)

(r)

(s)

(t)

(u)
(v)
(w)

“Compensatory Afforestation” means afforestation done in lieu of the diversion of forest land for non-
forest purpose under the Act;

“Compensatory Levies™” includes all money and funds specified in clauses (iii) and (iv) of sub-section (3)
of section 4 of the Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act, 2016 (38 of 2016);

“Conservator of Forests” means Conservator of Forests, Chief Conservator of Forests, the Regional Chief
Conservator of Forests or an officer equivalent to Conservator ol Forests appointed by the State
Government or Union territory Administration to hold the charge of a forest circle having jurisdiction over
the forest land for which the prior approval of the Central Government is required;

“dereservation” means an order issued by the State Government or Union territory Administration or any
authority thereof, for change in the legal status of a land statutorily or otherwise recognised as forest to
any other category ol land:

“diversion” means an order issued by the State Government or Union territory Administration or any
authority thereof for the use of any forest land for non-forest purpose or assignment of a lease of any
forest land for non-forest purpose;

"District Collector” means an officer appointed by the State Government or the Union territory
Administration, as the case may be, and includes District Collector, Deputy Commissioner, to hold the
charge of the Administration of the revenue district having jurisdiction over the forest land for which the
prior approval of the Central Government under the Act is required;

“Divisional Forest Officer” means Divisional Forest Officer, Deputy Conservator of Forests or an officer
equivalent to the Divisional Forest Officer or Deputy Conservator of Forests appointed by the State
Government or Union territory Administration to hold the charge of a Forest Division having jurisdiction
over the forest land for which the prior approval of the Central Government under the Act is required;

“Integrated Regional Office” means an Integrated Regional Office established by. and controlled under
the Central Government for the purpose of these rules:

“Land bank” means the lands identificd or carmarked, as the case may be, by the State Government and
Union territory Administration for raising Compensatory Afforestation in lieu of forest land proposed for
diversion or diverted under the Act; "

“Linear project” means project involving linear diversion of forest land for the purposes such as roads,
pipelines, railways, transmission lines, ctc.;

“Member" means a Member of the Advisory Committee and includes the Chairperson;

“member” means a member of the Regional Empowered Committee or Project Screening Committee and
includes the chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee or Project Screening Committee, as the
case may be;

“National Working Plan Code™ means a code prepared by the Central Government for the preparation of
Working Plans;

“Nodal Officer” means any officer not below the rank of Additional Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests, authorised by the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, or the
senior most officer in the Forest Department of the concerned Union territory, if there is no post of
Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests or above in the Department, for the purpose of
implementation of Act and rules thereof and to deal with and to make correspondence with the Central
Government, in the matter of forest conservation;

“Project Screening Committee” means the Project Screening Committee constituted under rule 8 to screen
project proposals for use ol forest land for the non-forest purpose for making recommendations to the
State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be:

“Regional Empowered Committee”™ means the Regional Empowered Committee constituted under sub-
rule (1) of rule 6;

“Regional Officer” means head of the Integrated Regional Office appointed by the Central Government;
“section” means a section of the Act:

“Survey” means any activity to be taken up prior to initiating commissioning of a project or any activity
undertaken for the purpose of exploring, locating or proving mineral deposits including coal, petroleum
and natural gas before carrying out actual mining in the forest land, that includes survey, investigation,
prospecting. exploration. including drilling therefor, etc.;
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(x) ‘“user agency’ means any person. organisation ot legal entity or company or Department of the Central
Government or State Government or Union territory Administration making a request for dereservation,
diversion or assignment of lease of forest land under the provisions of the Act or the rules made
thereunder;

(y) “Working Plan™ means the document prepared as per the provisions of the National Working Plan Code
published by the Central Government from time to time and having prescriptions for scientific
. management of the forests of'a particular Forest Division for a specified period;
(2) Words and expressions used herein and not defined in these rules but defined in the Act shall have the
same meaning as respectively assigned to them in the Act.

3. Constitution of Advisory Committee. - (1) The Central Government may, by an Order, constitute an Advisory
Committee to advise with regards to (i) grant of approval under section 2 in respect of proposals referred under sub-
clause (b) of clause 5 of rule 9: and (i1) any matter connected with the conservation of forests referred to the Advisory
Committee by the Central Government.

(2) The Advisory Committee shall consist of the following persons, namely: -

(1) (2) 3)

17 Director General of Forests, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Chairperson,

Z. Additional Director General of  Forests (Forest Conservation), Ministry of Member:
Environment, Forest and Climate Change

3. Additional Director General of Forests (Wildlite), Ministry of Environment, Forest and Member:
Climate Change '

4, Additional Commissioner (Soil Conservation), Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Member;
Welfare

5 Three experts to be nominated by the Central Government representing one each from Non-official
the fields of ecology. engineering and development economics Members:

6. Inspector General of Forests dealing w ith Forest L‘onser:atiun Member-

Secretary.

(3) The Chairperson may co-opt the domain experts as special invitees 10 @ meeting of the Advisory
Committee.

(4) The Chairperson shall preside over the meeting of the Advisory Committee and in his absence, the
Additional Director General of Forests (Forest Conservation), Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change shall preside over the meeting.

4. Terms and conditions of non-official Members ol the Advisory Committee. — The terms and conditions of the
non-official Members of the Advisory Committee shall be as follows, namely:-

(a) anon-official Member shall hold his office for a period of two years from the date of his nomination;

(b) a non-official Member shall cease to hold office if he becomes of unsound mind, or insolvent or is
convicted for an offence which involves moral turpitude;

(¢) a non-official Member may be removed from his office if he fails to attend three consecutive meetings
of the Advisory Committee without any sufficient cause or reason;

(d) any vacancy caused by any reason mentioned in clauses (b) and (c) shall be filled by the Central
Government for the remaining term of two vears; and

(e) the non-official Members of the Advisory Committee shall be entitled to a travelling allowance and
daily allowance as are admissible 10 an officer of the Government of India holding Group ‘A’ post
carrying the same scale of pay:

Provided that the payment of travelling allowance and daily allowance to a member who is a Member of the
Parliament or a Member of a State Legislature shall be regulated in accordance with the Salary, Allowances and
Pension of Members of Parliament Act, 1954 (30 of 1954) or the respective provisions of law pertaining to the
member of the concerned State Legislature, as the case may be.
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5. Conduct of business of the Advisory Committee.- The Advisory Committee shall conduct its business as
follows, namely:-

(a) the Chairperson shall call the meeting of the Committee whenever considered necessary, but not less than
once a month;

(b) the meeting of the Committee shall ordinarily be held at New Delhi provided that in a case where the

. Chairperson is satisfied that inspection of site of forest land proposed to be used for non-forest purposes
shall be necessary or expedient in connection with the consideration of the proposal referred to the
Committee, he may direct that the meeting of the Committee to be held at a place other than New Delhi
from where such inspection of site is required;

(c) every question upon which the Central Government is required to be advised shall be considered in the
meeting of the Committee, provided that in urgent cases, the Chairperson may direct those documents may
be circulated and sent to the members for their opinion within the stipulated time;

(d) the quorum of the meeting of the Commitiee shall be five including the Chairperson; and

(e) the user agency may be allowed to remain present in the meeting of the Advisory Committee for such
duration as may be necessary to furnish such information or clarify any issue which may pertain to it.

6. Constitution of Regional Empowered Committee. - (1) The Central Government may, by an Order, constitute a
Regional Empowered Committee at each of the Integrated Regional Offices to examine proposals referred to under
sub-clause (a) of clause 5 of rule Y and grant approval or rejection of proposals under section 2.

(2) The Regional Empowered Committee at cach of the Integrated Regional Offices shall consist of the
following persons, namely: -

(1) (2) 3)
l. Regional Officer chairperson;
7. Three non-official members from amongst eminent persons non-official members;

who are experts in the field of torestry and allied disciplines

3. The senior-most officer amongst officers of thegrank of member - secretary.

Conservator of Forests and Deputy Conservator of Forests

in the Integrated Regional Office

(3) The chairperson of the Regional Empowered Commitiee may co-opt the domain experts as special invitees to
the meeting.

(4) One representative each from the Forest Department and Revenue Department not below the rank of Director
to the Government of India. shall be invited by the Regional Empowered Comumittee to attend the meeting as a
special invitee, in the examination of the proposals.

(5) Terms and conditions of non-official members of the Regional Empowered Committee shall be as follows: -

(a) a non-official member shall hold his office for a period of two years from the date of his
nomination;

(d) a non-official member shall cease 1o hold office if he becomes of unsound mind, insolvent, or is
convicted for an offence involving moral turpitude;

(¢)  a non-official member may be removed from his office if he fails to attend three consecutive
meetings of the Committee without any sufficient cause or reason;

(d)  any vacancy in the Regional Empowered Committee caused by any reason mentioned in sub-clauses
(b) and (c) shall be filled by the Central Government for the remaining term of two years; and

(e) the non-official members of the Regional Empowered Committee shall be entitled to a travelling
allowance and daily allowance as are admissible to an officer of the Government of India holding
Group A’ post carrying the sume scale of pay:

Provided that the payment of travelling allowance and daily allowance to a member who is a Member of the
Parliament or a Member of a State Legislature shall be regulated in accordance with the Salary, Allowances and
Pension of Members of Parliament Act, 1954 (30 of 1954) or the respective provisions of law pertaining to the
member of the concerned State Legislature, as the case may be.
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7. Conduct of Business of Regional Empowered Committee. - The Advisory Committee shall conduct its business
as follows, namely:-

(a)  the chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee shall hold the meeting whenever considered
necessary, but not less than twice a month;

(b)  the meetings of the Regional Empowered Committee shall be held at the headquarters of the
. Integrated Regional Office:

Provided that where the chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee is satisfied that inspection of
site of forest land proposed to be used tor non-forest purposes shall be necessary or expedient in connection with the
consideration of the proposal referred, he may direct that the meetings of the Regional Empowered Committee be held
at a place other than headquarters of the Integrated Regional Office for such inspection of site;

(c)  the chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee shall preside over every meeting of the
Regional Empowered Committee and in his absence, the senior-most member not below the rank of
the Conservator ol Forests shall act as the chairperson;

(d)  every proposal referred w0 the Regional Empowered Committee for advice or decision shall be
considered in the meeting of the Regional Empowered Committee:

Provided that in urgent case. the chairperson of the Regional Empowered Committee may direct that
documents may be circulated and sent to the members of the Regional Empowered Committee for
their opinion within the stipulated time;

(e) the quorum of the meeting of the Regional Empowered Committee shall be three; and
() the user agency may be allowed to remain present for such duration during a meeting as may be
necessary to furnish such information or clarify any issue which may pertain to it.

8. Constitution of Project Screening Committee. - (1) The State Government and Union territory Administration
may, by an Order, constitute a Project Screening Committee to examine the completeness of the proposal submitted
under clauses (i), (i) or (iii) ol section 2 ol the Act. n

(2) The Project Screening Committee shall consist of the following persons, namely:-

(1) 2) Q)
. | Nodal Officer chairperson;
2 Concerned Chief Conservator of Forests/ Consecrvator of Forests member;
3. | Concerned Divisional Forest Officer member;
4 Concerned District Collector or his representative (Not below the rank of member;
Deputy Collector)
5. Divisional Forest Officer in the office of Nodal Officer member -secretary.

(3) The Project Screening Commuttee shall meet at least twice every month and the quorum of the meeting
of the Project Screening Commuittee shall be three.

(4) The Project Screening Commitiee shall, aller examination of the proposals, make recommendation to the
State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be.

9. Proposals for Prior Approval of the Central Government.- (1) The approval shall be accorded by the Central
overnment in two stages, namely (1) “In- Principle” approval; and (ii) *Final® approval.

(2) The user agency shall make an applicaton to the State Government or Union territory Administration for
approval of the Central Government under scction 2 of the Act for dereservation of forest land, use of forest land for
non-forest purposes or for assignment of lease. in the specified online Forms, to be notified by the Central
Government.

(3) The copy of the proposal shall be simultancously forwarded to the concerned Divisional Forest Officers,
District Collectors, Conservator of Forests, Chiet Conservator of Forests and the Nodal Officer of the State
Government or Union territory Administration each of whom shall independently and separately undertake
preliminary examination ol the completeness of documentation of the proposal for the purpose of examination by the
Project Screening Committee.

(4) (a) the Project Screening Commitiee shall examine the proposal received from the State Government or Union
territory Administration. except proposals involving forest land of five hectares or less, without going into the
merit of the proposal. that the proposal is complete in all respects and the proposed activity is not in any
restricted area or category for the purpose ol screeming and ascertaining, and the Project Screening Committee
may call the user agency for clarification or additional documents, if any, during the meeting and the minutes
of the meeting shall be uploaded onling;
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(b) the Project Screening Committee shall examine the proposal for its completeness and correctness and
ensure that deficiencies in the proposal, if any, are identified and the member-secretary shall inform in
this regard to the user agency:

(¢ the user agency shall re-submit the proposal, if returned under clause (b), and the same shall be re-
examined by the Project Screening Connittee: an incomplete proposal so re-submitted under this sub-
clause shall stand deregistered:

(d) a Proposal Identity Number shall be gencrated for a proposal which is found complete in all respects by
the Project Screening Committee and the Identity Number shall be used for all future references;

(e) the complete proposal with the proposal Identity Number shall be forwarded to the concerned
Divisional Forest Officers. District Collectors, Conservator of Forests or Chief Conservator of Forests
for field verification,

(f) where the forest land or part thercof included in the proposal is not under the management control of
the Forest Department. the District Collector shall get the land schedule and map of the forest land
included in the proposal authenticated in the online form through joint verification by officers of
Revenue Department and Forest Department;

(g) in addition to, every proposal verified in the field by the concerned Divisional Forest Officer, field
inspection shall be simultaneously undertaken for every proposal that involves more than forty hectares
of forest land by the concerned Conservator of Forests and for every proposal that involves more than
hundred hectares of forest land by the Nodal Officer if the proposal;

(h) the proposal, except proposals involving forest land of five hectares or less, shall come up for
consideration of the Project-Screening Committee  within the period specified in Schedule 11, annexed
1o these rules. from submission of the completed proposal under clause (c) or clause (e), as the case
may be, and the Project Screening Commitiee shall examine the feasibility of the proposal for the
purpose of recommending it to the State Government or Union territory Administration along with
mitigation measures to be adopted by the user agency:

Provided that the Project Sereening Commuttee may seek from the user agency any clarification, additional
detail or modification of the proposal in terms of change in forest land proposed for diversion on account of reasons
such as minimising the requirement of forest land or minimising adverse impact on forest and wildlife, change in
Compensatory Afforestation land proposed or change in measures proposed to be adopted by the user agency to
mitigate the adverse impact of the project. and for this purpose it may ask the user agency to make a presentation:

Provided further that the proposal shall be considered after submission of the clarification or additional detail
provided by the user agency online, and in case the proposal has been modified in terms of the first proviso, within the
time period specified in this clause after repeating the steps in clauses (b) lo () as applicable and in case new forest
land has been proposed for diversion in the modified proposal. the steps in clause (g) shall also be repeated.

(i) Where the user agency fails 1o submit correct information, additional detail or a modified proposal
within the period as specified. the proposal shall stand rejected:

Provided that if the user agency satisfies the Project Screening Committee that the reason for the delay was
beyond its control, the Project Screening Committee may reconsider the proposal, after the reasons to be recorded in
writing and recommend it to the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be;

(j) proposal involving forest land of less than five hectares, shall after examination at the level of
Divisional Forest Officer be forwarded by him directly to the Nodal Officer and the Nodal Officer shall
forward such proposals to the State Government or Union territory Administration along with his
recommendations and a copy of the same shall also be forwarded to the Integrated Regional Office;

(k) proposal involving forest land of five hectares or more, shall be forwarded by the Nodal Officer, with
the approval of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, to the State Government or Union territory
Administration, along with the Project Screening Committee’s recommendation and a copy of the same
shall be forwarded to the Integrated Regional Office;

(1) where the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, decides not to
dereserve, divert for non-forest purposes or assign on lease the forest land as indicated in the proposal,
the same shall be intimated to the user agency by the Nodal Officer; and

(m) where the State Government or Union territory Administration agrees ‘In-Principle’ to dereserve the
forest land, divert for non-lorest purposes or assign on lease the forest land as indicated in the proposal
shall forward its recommendation to the Central Government.
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(5) ‘In-Principle” approval of the proposal: -

(a) Except the proposals related to: (i) dereservation (i) mining involving forest land of more than 5
hectares (iii) regularisation of encroachment and (iv) viblation of the provisions of the Act, all other
proposals related to: (i) linear projects, (i) forest land up to forty hectares and (iii) use of forest land
having canopy density up to 0.7 irrespective of their extent for the purpose of survey, shall be

. examined in the Integrated Regional Office and disposed off in the manner specified in clause (c);

Provided that, no approval is required for assignment of Petroleum Exploration licence or Petroleum Mining
Lease where neither physical possession nor breaking of forest land is involved. however, for all activities such as the
establishment of exploration or developmental wells and connected activities on the forest land, approval under clause
(i) of section 2 of the Act shall be obtained for the actual impact area as per the procedure specified under these rules,
subject to provisions of guidelines issued by the Central Government.

(b) all proposals other than those referred to in sub-clause (a) above shall be examined and shall be
disposed of in the manner specified under these rules;

(¢) proposals received under sub-clause () shall be examined by the Integrated Regional Office in the
following manner:-

(i) all proposals involving torest land up to five hectares, shall be examined by the Integrated Regional
Office for its completeness and after enquiry as deemed necessary and giving due regard to the aspects
listed under sub-clause (i) of clause (e), ‘In-Principle’ may be granted by the Integrated Regional
Office or may be rejected after the reasons to be recorded in writing;

(ii) all linear proposals involving forest land of more than five hectares, all proposals for use of forest land
having canopy density upto 0.7 for the purpose of ‘survey’ irrespective of their extent and all other
proposals involving the use ol more than live hectares and up to forty hectares forest land, shall be
referred, after examination of its completeness, by the Integrated Regional Office to the Regional
Empowered Committee constituted under rule 6:

(i) the Regional Empowered Committee shall examine all proposals referred to it under sub-clause (a)
above and after further enquiry as deemed necessary and giving due regard 1o the aspects listed under
sub-clause (ii) of clause (¢), may grant *In-Principle’ or reject the same by recording reasons;

A

(d) site inspection report shall be prepared for proposals specified in sub-clause (b) by the Integrated
Regional Office and the same shall be submitted to the Central Government for consideration by the
Advisory Committee:

(e) proposals received by the Central Government shall be examined in the following manner:-

(i) all propesals received under clause (b) along with the site inspection report as required under
clause (d), shall be reterred. alter examination of its completeness, to the Committee;

(i) the Advisory Commutice shall examine. all proposals referred to it in clause (b), giving due
regards, but not limited to, the following, and after further enquiry, as deemed necessary, shall
make recommendation to the Central Government for consideration for approval:-

{A) the proposed use of the forest land is not for any non-site specific purpose such as agricultural
purpose, office or residential purpose or for the rehabilitation of persons displaced for any
reason,

(B) the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, has certified
that it has considered all alternatives and that no other alternative in the circumstances is
feasible and that the required arca is the minimum needed;

(C) the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, before
making his recommendation. has considered all issues having direct and indirect impacts on
the diversion of forest land on the forest, wildlife and the environment;

(D) concerned mandates under the National Forest Policy:

(E) whether adequate justification has been given and appropriate mitigation measures have been
proposed by the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be,
if the forest land proposed to be used for non-forest purposes forms part of a national park,
wildlife sanctuary, tiger reserve, designated or identified tiger or wildlife corridor, or habitat
of any endangered or threatencd species of flora and fauna or of an area lying in the severely
eroded catchment; and
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(F) the State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, undertakes to
provide at its cost or at the cost of the user agency the requisite extent of appropriate land as
per sub-rulc (1) of rule 11 and afforestation thereof. for the purpose of carrying out
Compensatory Aftorestation,

(ii) while making recommendations as per sub-clause (ii), the Committee may also impose conditions or

restrictions and such mitigation measures, which in its opinion would offset the adverse environmental
impact;

(iv) the Central Government shall, after considering the recommendation of the Advisory Committee, grant

(0 ()

‘In-Principle’ approval subject to fulfilment of stipulated conditions or reject and communicate the
same to the concerned State Government or the Union territory Administration, as the case may be, and
to the user agency;

in case the proposal 1s found incomplete or information provided is found to be incorrect after its
examination, the Central Government shall inform the State Government or Union territory
Administration and user agency for furnishing the required information within a specified period;

(ii) the State Government or Union territory Administration on receipt of communication under sub-clause

(i), may furnish the complete information. after which the proposal shall be considered for ‘In-Principle’
approval under these rules:

Provided, if the information sought pertains 1o the user agency, the user agency may directly furnish the
requisite information to the Central Government with a copy to the State Government or Union territory
Administration, and upon receipt of such information from the user agency, the Central Government, if it considers
necessary, may seek comments of the concerned State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may
be, on the information furnished by the user ugency or consider granting ‘In-Principle’ approval.

(6) “Final® approval of the proposal:-

(a) (i) the Nodal Officer may. after receipt of the ‘In-Principle’ approval from the Central Government,

communicate the same 1o the concerned Divisional Forest Officers, District Collectors and
Conservator of Forests;

(ii) on receipt of a copy of the *In-Principle’ approyal, the Divisional Forest Officer shall prepare a
demand note containing the item-wise amount of Compensatory Levies , as applicable, to be paid
by the user agency and communicate the same to the user agency, along with a list of documents,
certificates and undertakings required to be submitted by them in compliance with the conditions
stipulated in *In-Principle’ approval;

(iii)  the user agency shall, after receipt of the communication, make payment of Compensatory Levies
and hand over the land identified tor Compensatory Afforestation, a compliance report along
with copies of documentary evidence including undertaking and certificate in respect of the
payment of Compensatory Levies and handing over of Compensatory Afforestation land to the
Divisional Forest Officer;

(iv)  the Divisional Forest Officer. after having received the compliance report and satisfied with the
completeness. shall recommend the compliance report for final approval and forward it to the
Conservator of Forests;

(v) the Conservator of Forests, after having received the compliance report as referred to in sub-
clause (1v) above, shall make his recommendations on the compliance report and forward the
same to the Nodal Officer,

(vi)  the Nodal Officer. after having received the compliance report, ensuring its completeness and
obtaining approval of the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of the State Government or head
of the Department in case of Union territory Administration, shall forward such report with his
recommendations o the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be.

(b) (i) the Central Government after having received the compliance report and ensuring its completeness

may accord ‘Final' approval under section 2 of the Act and communicate such decision to the State
Government or Union territory Admunistration and the user agency:;

(ii)  The State Government or Union territory Administration, as the case may be, after receiving the
“Einal_approval of the Central Government under Section 2 of the Act, and after fullilment and
compliance of the provisions of all other Acts and rules made thereunder, as applicable includin
ensuring settlement o
Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (No. 2 of 2007
assignment of lcase or dereservation, as the case may be.

. shall issue order for diversion,
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(c) (i) the final order of dereservation under clause (i) of Section 2 of the Act, wherever accorded, shall be
effected through a Gazette notification by the State Government or Union territory Administration, as the
case may be, informing dereservation of the forest land; :

(ii) the whole process of obtaining approval shall be carried out in the online portal developed for this
purpose.

(d) (i) where compliance of condition imposed in the ‘In-principle’ approval is awaited from the State
Government or Union territory Administration. as the case may be, for more than two years, the ‘In-Principle’
approval shall be deemed to be null and void:

Provided the Central Government may, for the reasons to be recorded in writing, in respect of proposals
involving forest land of more than thousand hectares, where ‘In-Principle’ approval has been obtained, may
consider grant of phase-wise ‘Final" approval by the competent authority subject to compliance in respect
of:

(1) payment of Compensatory Levies and notification of land identified and accepted for raising
Compensatory Afforestation. proportional to the part arca for which compliance is submitted; and

(2) any other specitfic condition that the Central Government may deem fit to have been complied
with.

(e) after issue of final approval under sub- clause (ii) of clause (b) and Gazette notification under sub-
clause (i) of clause (c). the concerned forest land may be handed over or assigned, as the case may be,
to the user agency by the State Government o Union territory Administration;

(f) the concerned Integrated Regional Office shall monitor the compliance of all conditions imposed at the
time of granting ‘In-Principle’ approval and the State Government or Union territory Administration
and the user agency shall also monitor, at lcast once every year, the compliance of conditions imposed
during *In-Principle’ approval and upload the monitoring report in the online portal.

10. Proposal seeking prior approval of the Central Government for working plan.- (1) (a) The Nodal Officer of
the State Government or Union territory Administration shall submit the draft Working Plan of a Forest Division, duly
prepared in accordance with the provisions ol the National Working Plan Code, along with the recommendation of the
State Consultative Committee. in the online portal for prior approval of the Central Government;

(b) the draft Working Plan shall include, inter alia, details of forest land diverted, corresponding
Compensatory Aftorestation lands and status of afforestation thereon:

(c) the draft Working Plan submitted to the Central Government shall be examined by the concerned
Integrated Regional Office for its conformity with National Working Plan Code, the National Forest
Policy, 1988 and the Integrated Regional Office may accord prior approval to the draft Working Plan
along with conditions or without conditions or accord ‘Tn-Principle’ approval along with modification of
the provision contained in the draft Working Plan and for a period as it deems fit, or reject the same by
recording the reasons therefor

(d) the State Government or Union territory Administration or its designated officer shall carry out the
prescriptions of the Working Plan to which the ‘In-Principle’ approval has been accorded by the
Integrated Regional Office with respect 10 all or specific provision of the Working Plan and for the period
for which the Working Plan has been approved.

(e) the State Government or Union territory Administration shall undertake a mid-term review of the
approved Working Plan and submit the review report along with its recommendation to the Integrated
Regional Office and the Integrated Regional Office may, after examination, modify the condition of ‘In-
Principle’ approval or issue a fresh prior approval by modifying the provision of the previously approved
Working Plan for the remaining period or reject the recommendations of mid-term review by recording
reasons therefor; and

(f) the Integrated Regional Office may also consider and approve eligible Annual Working Schemes, in case
submitted by the State Governmunt or Union territory Administration.

(2) (a) all proposals under clause (1v) of section 2, irrespective of the size of forest land involved, shall be
submitted online by the State Government or Union territory Administration to the concerned Integrated
Regional Office;

(b)  proposals received under clause (a) ol sub-rule (1) shall be examined by the Integrated Regional
Office and may grant “In-Principle’ approval after enquiry or reject the same by recording the
reasons thereof:

r—
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(¢)  proposals involving whole or part of forest land bearing a canopy density of 0.4 or more or
proposals involving clear-felling of forest land of size more than twenty hectares in plains and ten
hectares in hills irrespective of canopy density, shall be forwarded to the Regional Empowered
Committee and the Regional Empowered Committee shall deal in the manner specified under these
rules and while cxamining the proposal, the Integrated Regional Office shall ensure that the final
decision is in conformity with the National Forest Policy, 1988, and the National Working Plan

3 Code:

Explanation.- For the purpose of these rules “clear-telling of forest land” means removal of all natural vegetation in
whatever form occurring. by felling. uprooting or burning them and removing them from the forest land over one
hectare in size or more, but other types of felling of trees of specified size or species, including their selection felling
or coppice felling shall not be considered as clear felling.

11. Creation of Compensatory Afforestation.- (1) (a) An user agency shall provide land which is neither notified
as forest under the Indian Forest Act. 1927 (16 of 1927) or any other law nor managed as forest by the Forest
Department and it shall also bear the cost of raising Compensatory Afforestation over such land and the requirement
of Compensatory Afforestation land shall be as per the Schedule | annexed to these rules:

Provided that in case the non-torest land or portion thereof provided by the user agency is not fit for raising
Compensatory Afforestation of a specified density, then additional Compensatary Afforestation shall be raised on a
degraded notified or unclassed forest land under the management control of the Forest Department which is twice in
size of such shortfall in the given Compensatory Afforestation land and the user agency shall also bear the additional
cost on such account:

Provided further that if the non-forest land being made available for Compensatory Afforestation already
bears vegetation of 0.4 canopy density or more, there shall not be an additional requirement of planting of trees on
such land but a programme for improvement of the forest erop shall be implemented by the Forest Department in a
time-bound manner:

Provided further that m cxceptional circumstances when the suitable land required for Compensatory
Afforestation under this clause is not available and the certificate to this effect is given by the State Government or
Union territory Administration, as the case may be, the Compensatory Afforestation may be considered on degraded
forest land which is twice in extent to the area proposcd to be diverted in case of Central Government agencies or
Central Public Sector Undertakings on case to case basis: A

Provided further that in exceptional circumstances when the suitable land required for Compensatory
Afforestation under this clause is not available. and the certificate to this effect is given by the State Government or
Union territory Administration, as the case may be, the Compensatory Afforestation may be considered on degraded
forest land which is twice in extent 10 the arca proposed 1o be diverted in case of State Public Sector Undertakings for
captive coal blocks on case to case basis:

Provided further that in case the user agency acquires any non-forest land for the execution of the project, the
exceptions in case of Central Government agencies, Central Public Sector Undertakings and State Public Sector
Undertakings as above shall not be applicable

Explanation.- The specified density for raismg Compensatory Afforestation under this clause shall be such as to
develop, a forest of a minimum canopy density of 0.4 or more in the fifth year of start of Compensatory Afforestation
operation, and the area has sufficient vegetation stock to enable it to mature into land with canopy density of minimum
0.7;

(b) The land specified under clause (a). shall be demarcated by concrete pillars of suitable size and handed
over. free from all encumbrances to the State Forest Department or Union territory Forest Department and
the same shall be notified as protected forest under Section 29 of Indian Forest Act, 1927 (Act No. 16 of
1927) or under any other law for the time being in force before the Final approval is granted under the
Act;

(c) The land identified and carmarked for Compensatory Afforestation shall be treated and afforested by the
State Governmen! or Union territory Administration or user agency as per the Compensatory
Afforestation plan approved as part of the said forest diversion proposal and the work of Compensatory
Afforestation shall start within one year of issue of order of diversion of the corresponding forest land and
the Central Government mav issuce guidelines on the modalities of Compensatory Afforestation, including
agencies that may undertake Compensatory A [Torestation;

(d) Subject to the consent of concerned State Governments or Union territory Administrations, in case the
forest land to be diverted is in a hilly or mountainous State or Union territory having forest cover of more
than two-third of its geographical area or situated in any other State or Union territory having forest cover
of more than one-third of its geographical area, the Compensatory Afforestation under this sub-rule may be
taken up in another State or Union territory. having forest cover less than twenty per cent of its total
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geographical area. Similarly. the Accredited Compensatory Afforestation or Land bank may be taken up in
another State or Union territory:

'

Provided that, the money towards Compensatory Aftorestation in such cases shall be transferred to the State
Compensatory Afforestation Fund of the State or Union territory in which the Compensatory Afforestation land has
been identified and the remaining money of the Compensatory Levies shall be deposited in the Compensatory
Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority Fund of the State Government or Union territory
Administration in which the forest land has been proposed to be diverted.

(2) (a) A State Government or Union territory Administration as the case may be, may for the purpose of
Compensatory Afforestation create a Land bank under the administrative control of the Department of Forest;

(b) The minimum size of the Land bank shall be a single block of twenty five hectares:

Provided that in case a Land bank is in continuity of a land declared or notified as forest under the Indian
Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927) or under any other law for time being in force, Protected Area, Tiger Reserve or within
a designated or identified tiger or wildhife corridor. there shall be no restriction on size of the land;

(¢) The lands covered under Accredited Compensatory Afforestation earned under sub-rule (3) may be
included in the Land bank.

(3) (a) The Central Government may formulate an Accredited Compensatory Afforestation mechanism to be
used for obtaining prior approval under section 2:

(b) Accredited Compensatory  Afforestation may be earned by a person if he has established
afforestation over land on which the Act is not applicable and is free from all encumbrances;

(¢) an afforestation shall be counted towards Accredited Compensatory Afforestation if such land has
vegetation composed predominantly of trees having canopy density of 0.4 or more and the trees are
at least five years old;

(d) Accredited Compensatory Afforestation shall be earned by developing afforestation of one-hectare
area with 0.4 or more canopy density, but there shall be no Accredited Compensatory Afforestation
for developing an area below 0.4 canopy density or below one-hectare land;

(e) Accredited Compensitory Alforestation may be swapped for Compensatory Afforestation proposed
under sub-rule (1)

Provided the Accredited Compensatory Afforestation cover a block of minimum of ten hectares and has been
fenced as per norms specified for Compensatory Afforestation in that area:

Provided further that Accredited Compensatory Afforestation over land of any size situated in the continuity
of land declared or notified as forest under any law. Protected Area, Tiger Reserve or within a designated or identified
tiger or wildlife corridor, may be swapped for Compensatory Afforestation.

(f)  Accredited Compensatory Afforestation carned out of vacation of non-forest lands on account of
voluntary relocation of a village from a National Park, Wildlife Sanctuary or Tiger Reserve and
designated or identified tger or wildlife corridors shall qualify for Compensatory Afforestation as
per Schedule -1 annexed to these rules, and this provision may also be used by a user agency in lieu
of Compensatory Afforestation under sub-rule (1);

(g) Accredited Compensatory Afforestation identified under this rule shall be demarcated with concrete
pillars of suitable siz¢ and handed over, free from all encumbrances to Forest Department of the
State Government or Union territory Administration and the same shall be notified as Protected
Forest under section 29 of Indian Forest Act, 1927 or under the provision of any other law for the
time being in force before the Final approval is granted under the Act;

(h) The Central Government may issue detailed guidelines on creation of Accredited Compensatory
Afforestation. its stock registry and management for the purpose of its swap for Compensatory
Afforestation land and cost of maintenance thereof up to a period specified by the Central
Government.

12. General Instructions.-

(1) Felling of trees on forest lands approved for use for the non-forest purpose under these rules shall be
restricted to a bare minimum and to an unavoidable number and shall be done under the supervision
of the local Forest Department and the forest produce obtained therefrom shall be handed over to the
local Forest Department for disposal in the manner specified by the State Government or Union
territory Administration which shall give preference to distribution to local villagers for meeting
their domestic bonatide requirement.
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2)

Forest land diverted for non-forest purpose under these rules shall be appropriately surveyed jointly
by the user agency and the Forest Department or the land-owning Department, demarcated on the
ground by way of appropriate permanent boundary marks at the cost of the user agency and handed
over by the Forest Department or land-owning Department to the user agency prior to starting of any
non-forest usc

«(3)  For the purpose of forest cover under these rules, the figures and description used in the latest India
State of Forest Report published by Forest Survey of India shall be referred.

(4)  The Central Government may cancel approval accorded in respect of a proposal, with or without the
request of the State Government Union territory Administration and may decide to refund the
Compensatory Levies deposited, on case 1o case basis.

(5)  The conditions imposed by Central Government for diversion of forest land for the non-forest

purpose shall not be changed or modified after a period of two years from the date of grant of final
approval unless some exceptional circumstances arise or the Central Government considers it
necessary to impose any additional clause of compliance.

SCHEDULE 1

[Scerule 11 (1) and rule 11

(3)]

Provisions for the requirement of land related to Compensatory Afforestation

Sl

No.

Description 0fCumpuns$tur_s Afforestation Land

()

Size of Compensatory Afforestation land
as compared to forest land to be diverted
for non-forest purpose

(2)

Land to which provisions of the Act are not applicable.

(3)

Equivalent.

Land recorded as “forest’ in Government record but does not
fulfill all of the following conditions:-

(a) notified as forest under any other law for the time being.,
in force

(b) managed as forest by Forest Departinent.

(This dispensation s allowed " 10 proposals  of Central
Government and State Governnent o Union  tevittory
Administration only.)

. Two times.

Degraded notified or unclassed forest land.

(This dispensation is in case of State Public  Sector
Undertakings for captive coal blocks on case (v case basis
and Central Governmeni Agenciex/Centeal Public: Sector
Undertakings vn case lv case basis)

Two times

Land, qualifying for Compensatory  Afforestation under
SI. No. (1), provided is of size of twenty-five hectares or
more in one block.

Compensatory  Afforestation land  of less than ten
heetares shall not be accepted unless the requirement of
Compensatory Afforestation land 15 less than ten hectares
in which case the user agency has to bear the additional
cost of protection of Compensatory Afforestation so
raised for a period of twenty years from the date of
planting.

Five per cent. less for every additional
block size of ten hectares or part thereof
subject to a maximum of twenty-five per
cent rebate.

Land, qualifying for Compensatory Alforestation under
S1. No. (1), that is less than 25 hectares size but more than
10 hectares size 10 one block.

If the requirement of Compensatory Afforestation land is
less than twenty-five hectares but more than ten hectares
in size, the provision of excess land for Compensatory

Five per cent, more for every five hectares
smaller block size or part thereof.

22—
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Afforestation shall not be applicable but the user agency

has to bear the additional cost of protection of
Compensatory Alforestation so raised for a period of,
twenty years from the date of planting.

Land qualifying for Compensatory  Afforestation under
SL. No. (1) above and is locuted within the notified boundary
of a protected area

Twenty-five per cent. less

Land qualifying for Compensatory  Afforestation under
Serial No. (1) or (2) and is located in continuity of a notified
boundary of a National Park or a Wildlile Sanctuary or area
linking one protected area or tiger reserve with another
protected area and designated or identified tiger or wildlife
corridors.

Fifteen per cent. less.

Land qualifying for Compensatory  Afforestation under
Sl No. (1) or (2) and 1s located adjacent 1o a forest land
notified as forest under Indian Forest Act. 1927 (16 of 1927)
or any other law,

Accredited Compensatory” Afforestation land of any size
may be accepted in case it 15 contiguous to a forest land
notified under any law

Ten per cent. less

Compensatory Afforestation land made available from
complete and voluntary relocation of a village/ habitation
(situated in non-forest land) from u Wildlife Sanctuary,
National Park or Tiger Reserve, to a non-forest land outside
such Sanctuary. Park or Reserve ur wrea linking protected
area or tiger reserve with unother protected arca and
designated or identified tiger or wildlife corridors, as the
case may be.

30
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8.

9.
Note 1:
Note 2:
Note 3:

(a) Exemption from payment of Net
Present Value of forest land equivalent to
the Compensatory Afforestation land by
way of vacation of village or habitation
from National Park/Wildlife Sanctuary/
Tiger Reserve.

Note: “Net Present Value” shall have the
same meaning as assigned in clause (j) of]
section 2 of the Compensatory Afforestation
Fund Act, 2016 (38 of 2016).

(b) Accredited Compensatory Afforestation
in the ratio of 1:1.25 (Non-forest land:
Accredited Compensatory Afforestation
earned) so vacated by a village by way of
voluntary relocation (provided that the
same shall be notified as part of the
Wildlife Sanctuary, National Park or Tiger
Reserve and also natified as Protected
Forest or Reserved Forest).

(c) Additional Accredited Compensatory
Afforestation at the rate of 0.5 ha per
relocated family.

The user agency or Accredited Compensatory Afforestation developer shall ensure that relocation is

voluntary.

No compensation under relevant schemes of the Central Government or State Government would be
payable to relocatees or user agency or Accredited Compensatory Afforestation developer.

The State Government can also use this provision, provided no central assistance on such scheme is

availed.
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SCHEDULE-II
|See rule 8 (2) and rule 9(4)]
]

Time Period of examination of proposals for use of forest land for non-forest purpose by the Project Screening
Committee

Sl. [Size of forest land proposed for de- |Nature of non-forest use Time Period
INo | reservation/diversion for non-forest (Maximum Working
purpose (in hectares) Days prescribed)
(1) (2) 3) (C))
l. More than 5 and upto 40 All usage (except mining) 60
2. More than 5 and upto 40 Mining 75
3 More than 40 and upto 100 All usage (except mining) 75
4, More than 40 and upto 100 Mining 90
] More than 100 All usage (except mining) 120
6. More than 100 Mining 150

Note-1: Time period (working days) counted from the date of final submission of proposal as accepted by the Project
Screening Committee [see rule 9(4) (¢)].

Note-2: Project Screening Commuttee or the Divisional Forest Officer shall examine a proposal only after an
approved special plan, such as Wildlile Management Plan, Catchment Area Treatment Plan Stream/River
Protection Plan, etc. , if specified at the time of screening of proposal under clause (h) of sub-rule (4) of rule
9, has been submitted to the concerned authorities.

Note-3: All proposals related to mining and proposals other than miningJinvolving forest area upto 5 ha specified
under sub clause (j) of clause (4) of rule 9, shall be processed within maximum working days of 45 and 30,
respectively. %

[F. No. FC- 1 1/118/2021-FC]

RAMESH KUMAR PANDEY, Inspector General of Forests

=

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054.  aA| OK KUMAR 23 seier siotuuan
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UNDERTAKING FOR PAYMENT OF COST TOWARDS FENCING AND

PLANTTAION IN SAFETY ZONE

This is to undertake that the cost towards fencing and plantation in degraded

forest land over 1.5 times area of Safety Zone will be paid as per demand note

¢
LY
Signature of AutHorized'Person’

Khusiram Hansdah
General Manager (Mines
) Hindustan Copper Limite
(A. Govt. of India Enterprise)
Indian Copper Complex
P.O.- Moubhandar - 832103
Jharkhand

raised by State Forest Department.
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