No 1/11/98-SM(k)/nGR/ i
Governmant of Punjab A bl
‘ Department of Governance Reforms
5CO 193-95, Sector 34-, Chandlgarh

‘ Dated: o§\0’5‘]§ 3
10

Secretary, PWD(B&R),
670/6, Minl Secretariat, Sector-9; Chandigarh

Subject: Signing of Tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)  for
National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) Project

Reference:

(i) Email dated 3.12.2012 from Chief Engineer(NH)

' (il) Minutes of Meeting "held under the Chairmanship of Chief Secretary on
i 3.12.2012.
f

As you are aware that Gouernr;!ént of India, Ministry of 'tommuniCations &
Information Technoloy, Department of Telecommunication has approved the scheme for
creation of National Optlcal Fiber Net.work (NOFN) as a national asset for providing
broadband connectivity to Panchayats. Tf\e objective of the scheme is to extend the existing
optical fiber network to Panchayats by utiiizing‘ Universal Services Obligation Fund (USOF)
and creating an institutional mechanism for management and operat‘mﬁ of NOFN. The
Special Purpose-Vehicle M/S Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL) is-fully owned by the

Central Government with equity partimpatnon from BSNL, RailTel and Power Grid.

The points raised by your deparfment vide above reference were put up in the

Cabinet Meeting held on 5.2.2013 under the chairmanship of Han’ble Chief Minister, Punjab

P -~

for consideration. Keeping in view the 5i»gniﬁcant benefits of the project to the citizens of

state, the council of Ministers in the said meeting decided to aliow Right of Way (RoW) free
of cost and without any conditionalities, tis also informed that Department of Governance
Reforms has been allowed t-o: sign {i:g tripartite. MOU with BBNL and Ministry of
Communication and IT, Gﬁl.

Thereiore, You are requested to issue guidelines to your offices for providing the

free Right of Way (Row) and facilitation to BBNL for the smpl&menlatnon of the proj
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