TAMIL NADU FOREST DEPARTMENT

From To

Dr.N. Krishnakumar, IF.S., The Principal Secretary to Govern ment,
Principal Chief Conservator ol Forests  Environment and Forests Department,
(Head of Department) Secretarial, Chennai-600 009,

Panagal Maaligai, Saidapet,
Chennai-600 013,
RelNo.21927/2015/184 dated 25.07.2016.

Sir,

Sub: Forests - Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 - Tirunelveli
Circle/Kanniyskumari Forest Division - Proposal for
diversion of 0.88ha of forest land for laning of NH-47B
Nagercoil to Kavalkinary - Online proposal submission
by the User Agency ie. Project Director, National
Highways Authority of Indis PIU, Kanniyakumari -
Regarding.

Rel: 1. Online application uploaded by the User Agency Project
Director, National Highways Authority of India,
Tirunelveli Plot No.21, Thomas Nilayam St Thomas
Road, Tendral Magar, Maharaja Nagar Post, Tirunclvelj
(FP/TN/ROAD/9818/2015).

2. Part-II Form A uploaded by the District Forest Officer,
Kanniyakumari Division,

3. Part-ITl of Form A uploaded by the Conservator of
Forests, Tirunelveli Circle,
-000-

The Project Director, National Highways Authority of India,
Tirunelveli has furnished omline application under section 2 of Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion of 0.88ha of forest land of
IThekkumalai Reserve Forests  for laning of WH 47B MNagercoil to

Kavalkinaru in Kanniyakumari Division of Tirunelveli Cirele,



The User Agency has proposed [oresl area diversion for a period

of year (A-1(x) of proposad format) 99 years.

1} Form A part-I for secking prior approval under section 2 of the
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (new Online form).

2) Short narrative of the proposal for which the forest land is
required as detailed below (As required vide A-1 (iii) of
proposed format).

Four laning of Kerala-Tamil Nadu barder to Kannivakumari

scetion of NH 47 including Nagercoil to Kavalkinaru section of WH-

47B.

3) Location map of the proposed diversion of forest area for
formation of road in kml file of google earth up loaded
(Section ¢ of Maps u (b).

4) Geo referenced location map of the proposed diversion of
forest area for formation of road marked in the google earth
uploaded (section ¢ of Maps C (iv).

5) Justification for locating the project in forest area.

The Collector has certify that there is no primitive 5.1, (or) pre-
Agricultural Communities found in the forest land an extent of (.88
hectares which is proposed to be diverted for the project of four laning of
Nagercoil to Kavalkinaru section from km ofo to 16/376 of NH 478 of

forest land in Thovalai village, Thovalai Taluk, Kannivakumari District.

6) The user agency has furnished the [ollowing undertaking

cerl (eales



(i)

(ii)

(iti)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

undertaking to pay the dmount of Net Presemt Valye
which will be fixed as per the puidelines of Hon'ble
Su_;pn:mc Court of India,

Undertaking to hesr the additional Net Present Value
which will be fixed ag per the puidelines of Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India as fixed by Forest Department in
future.

Undertaking to bear the cost along with any escalation
for exploitation of trees in the forest land to be diverted
to the project and cost of Compensatory A fforestation as
fixed by the Forest Department,

Undertaking to pay the cost towards Jegse remt as fixed
by the Forest Department at the time of sanction along
with any cscalation fop the forest land to he diverted of
the above project,

Certified that no alternative sujtable pon forest land is
available for the project of four laning of Nagercoil to
Kavalkinaru section from km oo to 16/376 or NH-47B
in the State of Tami Nadu and demands for forest land
for the project (0.88ha.) is minimum compared to
426.15ha of 10tal langd required for the project

Certified that no violation of the provision of Forest
(Conservation) Act. 1980 occurred in the proposed
diversion in connection with the project of four laning of
Nagercoil to Kavalkinam section from km o/o to 16/376
of NH 47B in the State of Tamil Nadu,



Ty After gefting details from the user Agency the proposal was
forwarded to the District Foresl Officer, Kanniyakumari
Division.

g) Afier field inspection,  the District Forest  Officer,
Kannivakumari division and the Comservator of Foresls
Tirunelveli Circle have forwarded the proposal.

9} The District Forest ()fMicer, Kanniyakumari division has
reported that the field inspection was carried out along with
National Highways Authority of India officials on 12.8.2013
and 17.11.2015. An area of 0.88ha has been sought in 2 bits of
Therkkumalai west Reserve Forests for the purpose of laying 4
lane road (NH / 478 - Nagercoll - Kavalkinar) by National
Highways Authority of India, Further he has also reported that
a new alignment is proposed by Mational Highways Authority
of Tndia for this portion of the 4 lane road, instead of widening
the existing 2 lane road betwesn Magercoil and Kavalkinaru
citing reasons of crammed traffic and heavy built up area
flanking the existing road. Moreover the National Highways
Authority of India officlals opined that widening of existing
road will not be able to meel the required standards as per IRC
for NH and may cause considerable land acquisition laborious
work. huge cost, profound dislocation and relocation of people
and disturbance to the public at large. The proposed alignment
raverses the Therkkumalai wesl Reserve Forests at LwWo
locations along the boundary sceking diversion of an exlension
of .88ha in two bits ie. Bit-I (0.60ha) and Bit-IT (0.28ha). The
officials of Mational Highways Authority of India have

certified that various alternative have becn considered before
a



finalizing this proposal and no suitable alternative along non
torest land is available which 15 also endorsed by the District

Collector.

The Therkkumalai West Reserve Forests supports dry deciduous
to dry scrub / thom foresis with a crown density < 0.4 Acacia planiferons
Acacia leucophloea, Morinda tinctoria and Albirzia amara are the
predominant vegetation with associate shrub species like Randia
Zizyphus, Dodonia and Cymbopogar glass Sp.  The area falls in
Therkkumalai west Reserve Forests which is part of Kannivakumari
Wildlife Sanctuary. There age no reports of unique / endangered faung

and flora identified trom this areg.

During his field inspection along with National Highways
Authority of India officials some discrepancy was noticed in calculation
of area and hence the concerned Range Officer (Range Officer,
Boothapandy) was directed 1o survey the arca, Subsequently the area
was surveyved and it was identified that the total areq marked on the
ground was (0.94ha insteqd of 0.88ha has proposed by MNational
Mighways Authority of India. Op subsequent deliberations with the
MNational Highways Authority of India the area was Jointly surveved on
[7.11.2015 and the area an the ground was re-fixed in order to limit the

proposed arca as 1o (0.8%ha and 5 new surveyed sketch was drawn,

The Range Officer has enumerated all standing trees in the area
and a list showing 286 miscellancous trees of shop and slender nature
has been submitted, Although diversion of less than one hectare and as
such does not require any compensatory land if diversion is approved the

loss of 286 trees needs to he suitably compensated by planting with talle;



saplings ten times the trees removed with adequate tree guard protection
along the proposed road (NI 47B) as avenue at the cost of Hizshways
Department ensuring adequate undertaking. A condition also be
imposed that the user agency has o erect a retaining wall between the
Reserve Forests boundary and road over a distance 450mt along which
the road passes in Reserve Forests limit, 50 as to avoid / limit instances
of wildlife traversing the road / road kills in future. This would also help
o arrest soil erosion from Reserve TForests and subsequent  soil

sedimentation in the road during rainy season,

In view of the socio-economic benclit accruable and the
importance of the project the proposal of diversion of 0.8%ha firm
Therkkumalai Reserve Forests west Reserve Forests may be considered
and may be referred to Central Government for prior approval the
propased area being part of Kanniyvakumari wildlife sanctuary. Then

proposal is recommended considering the importance of the project.

1)The Conservalor of Forests, Tirunelveli Circle has
recommended the proposal in the part-IIT format proposal and reported

as follows:-
The following officers accompanied with him for in spection.

1) District Forest Officer, Kannivakumar

2) Assistant Conservator of Forests, Kannivakumari Division

3) Forest Range Officer, Boothapandy Range

4) Deputy General Manager (T) & Project Director, Mational
Highways Authority of India, PIU, Nagercoil.

The proposed area for diversion to form four lane road of

Nagercoil to Kavalkinaru section (o/o to 16/376) of N.H.47B has been
6



inspected by him on 31122015, The area lies on the edge of the
Reserve Forests where Practically wildlife is absent and also it forms
part of artificial plantation raised during 1988. The new road formation
is for the National Development  and  hence he accept the
fecommendations of the District Forest Officer, Kannivakumari division

for diversion of an extent of 0.88ha of foret land for the above purpose,

12)The proposal in the part I'V is sent herewith duly recommended
by the Additional Principal Chief Conservatop of Forests (FCA) / Nodal
Officer, Forest {E‘nnservaﬂunj Act, 1980. The 1otal period lor which the

forest land is proposed Lo be diverted only 20 years.

[3)Therefore | request that the proposal may kindly be forwarded
through online to Government of India for obtaining concurrence of
Government of India for diversion of 0.88ha of forest land in
Therkkumalai Reserve Forests for four laning of NH 47R Nagercoil to
Kavalkinaru on behall of the Project National Mighways Authority of
India PITI, Nagercoil early.

Encl: As stated above. Yours ithfully,

for Priig




PART - IV

(To be filled in by the Nodal Officer or Princi pal Chief Conservator of
Forests or Head of Forest Department)

17 'Detailed opinion and specific recommendation of the State Forest
i Department for acceptance of otherwise of the proposal with remarks

| (While giving opinion, the adverse comments made by concemed
Conservator of Forests or Deputy Conservator of Forests should be
categorically reviewed and critically commented upon)

2:2 Lot v oyl oMl |

Signature : — — _7 ﬁ_—“’ﬁlﬁ?ﬁh
Mame Designation :

TP Ray hunabh

apitenel Principal Chief Cocaervator of '!,?Egﬁt.:_

{Forest Cangervaiign. def)
Chemnai-z08018

Date: 25.-7. ”Ralk

Place: ¢ LTI



