By On-line / E-mail

TAMILNADU FOREST DEPARTMENT

From To

Dr. H. Basuvaraju, LF.S., The Principal Secretary to Government,
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests Environment and Forests Department,
(Head of Department-FAC), =L Seetetaniat,

Panagal Maaligai, Saidapet, Chennai 600 009.

Chennai - 600 015.

Sir,

Sub:

Ref:

C.No. TS3/34579/2016. Dated: 19 .05.2017.

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 — Coimbatore Forest Cirele -/
Division - Proposal for diversion of 0.0458 ha of forest land of
Nellimalai hills RF of Coimbatore Forest Division for Combined
Water Supply Scheme to Thondamuthur and six town Panchayats
and 134 Rural Habitations in Thondamuthur Union of Coimbatore
District - Online Submission of proposal by the User Agency -
Regarding.

1. Online application uploaded by the User Agency -
The Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Major Projects Division,
No. 108 Bagiyalakshmi Complex, NSR Road, Saibaba Colony,
Coimbatore 11 Pin code 641011. Proposal No. FP / TN / Water /
21009/2016, dated 25.10.2016 and Additional details uploaded by
the User Agency in Form-A dated 22.12.2016.

2. Part II of Form A uploaded by the District Forest Officer,
Coimbatore Division on 24.04.2017 and rectification dated
15.05.2017

3. Part III of Form A uploaded by the Conservator of Forests,
Coimbatore Circle on 26.04.2017

% %k %

The Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Major Projects Division,

Coimbatore has submitted online application under Section 2 of Forest

(Conservation) Act, 1980 in the prescribed format of Form A - Part I for the
diversion of 0.0458 ha of forest land of Nellimalai hills RF of Coimbatore Forest



Division for Combined Water Supply Scheme to Thondamuthur and six town

Panchayats and 134 Rural Habitations in Thondamuthur Union of Coimbatore

District.

2) The User Agency has stated that proposal has been furnished for laying
pipeline to a length of about 415m in Reserved Forests area for Combined Water
Supply Scheme to Thondamauthur and 6 Town Panchayat and 134 Rural
Habitatation in Thondamuthur Union of Coimbatore District. The User Agency

has requested diversion of forest area for a period of 100 years.

3) On behalf of User Agency — Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage
Board (TWAD Board), the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Major Projects
Division, Coimbatore has applied online application for getting forest clearance

under Section 2 of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

4) Diversion of 0.0458 ha of area has been requested in Nellimalai hills
Reserved Forest of Coimbatore Forest Division in Coimbatore District. Component
wise breakup details of forest land required for the project are as follows.

i)  Pumping main - 0.0308 ha (Length 385m, breadth 0.80m = Area 308 sq.m

(or) 0.0308 ha )
ii) Pipeline - 0.015 ha (Length 30m, breadth 5Sm = Area 150 sq.m (or) 0.015
ha)

Total area required is 0.0458 ha.
The User Agency has stated that, 500 mm DI pipeline has to be laid to
convey drinking water from collection well to the treatment plant located at
12.19km. The activities consist of earth work excavation, laying pipeline and

refilling the trench to the original condition.

Further, the User Agency has stated that, there will be no EB power line
required along the alignment of pumping main through forest area. But the EB
power line will be provided along the river bank of Bhavani river pertaining to

PWD and also there will not be crossing of the forest area.



5) The User Agency has uploaded following documents along with the
proposal.

i) Authorization letter of Chief Engineer (i/c) TWAD Board, Coimbatore
authorizing Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Major Project Division,
Coimbatore to execute the work.

ii) Note containing justification for locating the project in forest area and no
alternate suitable non forest land is available for the project.

iii) Location map of the proposed diversion of forest area for the project in
kml file of google earth.

iv) Scanned copy of Survey of India toposheet indicating boundary of forest
land proposed to be diverted.

v) Scanned copy of Geo referenced location map along with GPS reading of
the proposed diversidn of forest area in the google earth.

vi) Certificate obtained from the District Collector about the settlement of
rights under Forest Rights Act 2006 on the forest land proposed to be diverted.

vii) Certificate obtained from the District Collector about no alternate
suitable non forest land is available for the project.

viii) Undertaking to bear the cost of felling of trees and transportation cost
of the trees to be removed if any available in the proposed diversion of forest land
as fixed by the Forest Department.

ix) Undertaking to pay the amount of Net Present Value which will be fixed
by the guidelines of Supreme Court of India.

x) Undertaking to bear the Additional Net Present Value which will be fixed
by the guidelines of Supreme Court of India as fixed by Forest Department in
future.

xi) Undertaking to pay the cost towards lease rent as fixed by the Forest
Department at the time of sanction along with any escalation for the forest land to
be diverted of the above project.

xii) Undertaking to deposit the cost of Raising Compensatory Afforestation /

Maintenance of plantation as fixed by the Forest Department.



xiii) Certificate of User Agency that demands for forest land required for the
project is minimum and unavoidable and all the alternative have been examined for
the project

xiv) Certificate to effect that no suitable alternative non forest land is
available for the project.

xv) Certificate to effect that no violation of the provision of Forest

(Conservation) Act, 1980 occurred.

6) After field inspection, the District Forest Officer, Coimbatore Division

and Conservator of Forests, Coimbatore Circle have forwarded the proposal.

7) In the Part-IT of Form-A, the District Forest Officer has furnished the
following particulars.
There is no possibility of land slide and density of the forest area is 0.4 and

Eco class is 3.

The forest area proposed for diversion is not forms part of National Park,
Wildlife Sanctuary, Biosphere Reserve, Tiger Reserve, Elephant corridor, Wildlife
migration corridor etc., and not located within 1 km from boundary of the above.
There is no rare / endangered / unique species of flora and fauna found in the area.
Elephant, Wild boar, Spotted deer are present in and around the forest land
proposed for diversion. There is no protected archaeological / heritage site / defense
establishment or any other important monument located in the area. Requirement of
forest land as proposed by the User Agency is unavoidable and barest minimum for

the project and no work in violation of the Act or guidelines has been carried out.

8) In the recommendation report and site inspection report, the District
Forest Officer, Coimbatore Division has reported that; he has inspected the forest
area proposed for diversion on 21.04.2017 and found that, there is no tree growth
on the proposed area as it runs along the existing road for a length of
385 metres and 30 metres in forest of Nellimalai RF and recommended for the

laying of pipeline for combined water supply scheme to Thondamuthur Union in



the forest land as the area required by the User Agency is minimum. Since the User
Agency is laying the pipeline at a depth of 1.29 metre below the ground level it will
not hinder the movement of wild animals and there is no possibility of alternative
alignment. Hence the proposal may be considered in the interest of public to

provide water supply.

9) In the specific recommendation segment, the Conservator of Forests has
recommended the proposal and stated that, the project for water supply will benefit
the people living in Thondamuthur Union which covers 7 Town Panchayats and
134 Rural Habitations as basic amenities. There is no alternative non forest land is
available for laying the proposed water supply line. Hence based on the
observations made by the District Forest Officer, Coimbatore Division and to
provide water facilities to the people living the above town panchayats, the project

is recommended.

10) Forest area diversion has been recommended for 20 years by the District

Forest Officer and Conservator of Forests.

11) As per Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 guidelines under Compensatory
Afforestation, No compensatory afforestation shall be iﬁsisted for proposals
involving diversion of forest land up to one hectare. However, in such cases,
plantation of ten times of trees likely to be felled will have to be carried out by way

of compensatory afforestation or any number of trees specified in the order.

In this proposal, forest area diversion has been proposed for 0.0458 ha and
felling of tree is not involved for the project, hence compensatory afforestation has

not been insisted by the District Forest Officer.

12) State Government may accord diversion of forest land of less than one
hectare in each case for non forestry purposes under the Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980, for creation of critical development and security related infrastructure of
Government Departments under the general approval of Section 2 of Forest

(Conservation) Act, 1980( guidelines issued in F. No. 11-9/98-FC dated 03.01.2005



and period extended till 2018 in letter dated 13.02.2014). Drinking water facility is

one of the items allowed under general approval category.

Diversion of 0.0458 ha of forest land in Nellithurai RF in Coimbatore
Division for providing Combined Water Supply Scheme to Thondamuthur and six
town Panchayats and 134 Rural Habitations in Thondamuthur Union of Coimbatore

District is comes under the above category.

13) Hence, the proposal is recommended subject to the following
conditions :
a) The legal status of the diverted forest land remains unchanged.
b) The demarcation of the proposed forest land shall be carried out by the User
Agency by erecting 4 feet high cement concrete pillars duly numbered at an
interval of 20 meters at their cost.
¢) The User Agency has to pay the amount of Net Present Value which will be
fixed as per the guidelines of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India.
d) The User Agency has to bear the additional Net Present Value which will be
fixed as per the guidelines of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India as fixed by Forest
Department in future.
e) The User Agency has to pay the cost towards lease rent as fixed by the Forest
department at the time of sanction along with any escalation for the forest land to
be diverted of the above project in future.
f) Period of lease can be twenty (20) years. The User Agency has to apply renewal

proposal before six months of expiry of lease with the State Forest Department.

14) The proposal is sent herewith duly recommended by the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (FCA) / Nodal Officer, Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.
I request that the proposal may kindly be approved and Government orders may be
issued for diversion of 0.0458 ha of forest land of Nellimalai hills RF of
Coimbatore Forest Division for Combined Water Supply Scheme to Thondamuthur

and six town Panchayats and 134 Rural Habitations in Thondamuthur Union of



Coimbatore District in favour of Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Major

Projects Division, Coimbatore for a period of twenty years.

Encl : As stated above.

Yours faithfully

for Prin¢ipal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Head of Department-FAC)




Proposal No. FP/TN/Water/21009/2016, dated 25.10.2016

Proposal for diversion of 0.0458 ha of forest land of Nellimalai
hills RF of Coimbatore Forest Division for Combined Water
Supply Scheme to Thondamuthur and six town Panchayats and
134 Rural Habitations in Thondamuthur Union of Coimbatore
District - Online application uploaded by the User Agency -
The Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Major Projects Division,
Coimbatore

PART - IV

(To be filled in by the Nodal Officer or Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
or Head of Forest Department)

17 | Detailed opinion and specific recommendation of the State Forest

Department for acceptance of otherwise of the proposal with remarks

(While giving opinion, the adverse comments made by concerned

Conservator of Forests or Deputy Conservator of Forests should be

categorically reviewed and critically commented upon)
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Name Designation : -
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