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Dear Shri. Upadhyay,

Sub. Forest Land
R.ef. Your letter No. 9097/05 dated m.O2.1997

I refer to your above referred. letter and the discussion Dr. K.K.Glrosh; Resiilent
Scientist, Vainu Bappu Obsenratory, Kavahrr had with you. Based on the inforrnation

, provided, I enclose herein the necessary application fotur duly fiIled in. i

I wish to inform you that ours is a purely academic research institution carrying out
research in A.stronomy and. Astrophysics at the Vainu Bappu Obsenatory. As you are
aware we have installed 2.34 M Optical Telescope, of international standard with rill
updated facilities, c ly about Ps. 25 crores, the biggest in the South Asia,

"pot from other t Luiltlings 
"o"titfg 

about R^s. 16 Crores. This 2.34'M
Telescope was inaugurated, by the then Prime Minister of India, (late) Shri. Rajiv

v Gandhi on Jarruarlr 06 1986. Apart from this, we have many other telescopes of
j
j .. .,

tE$#'i1t*il1,

t'
I and abroad., are being canietl out at t

allotted on lease, 40 acros of land, in the inner Jawadhu hills, by the Forest
Department. Subsequentb in the year 1976 (vide G.O. Ms. No. 676, Forests &
F'isheries, alt. 21.5.1980), we have been allotteil on lease, another 60 acres of land
adjoing the existing 40 acres. The lease for the entirs land is being renewed regularly.
Morsover, the Indian Institute of Astrophysics do not own any other land, at a suitable
place, for this pur?ose. This is a premier scientifrc institution funded, by the Ministry of
Science & Technology, Government of India. The location, Kavalur, in Alangam,
Yaniyambadi Tq, . has beon chosen based on a site surroy conducted throughout
southerrr part of the country, for installation of telescopos. As the nature of work is



,.*nt 
of acadornic interest, there ig no hazard to flora -.0 t?Tln3f,rlXXfl"fu 

Bl"n
the quantity ornamental
cool temperature needed

for the effrcient functiong of the telescopes and other instrurnents. Under no
cirsirmstances the provisions of Forest Conseryation Act 1930 has been violated,.

Under these cir''curnstances, I request you take necessary action to assign the said 100
acros of land'to the Intlian lnstitute of Astrophysics. to continu€ resea:rch activities at
tJre Vainu Bappu Obsenratory of International irnporta.rrce.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

D /,
lV .-l-!'r" ,\-(J

RanranatrCowsik

tv



FORM

Form for seeking prior approval under Section 2 of the proposal by the State Govenmc.nt
othcr authorlties (See Rule)

l. ProJect Det{ils 
I

i) Short narrative ofthe proposal and
projecUscheme for which tlre
foregt lmd is required

ii) Mry showing the required forest area
bomdary of adjoining forest and itemwise

{ breakrry ofthe required forest areafor
ditrercnt purposes (to be authenticated by
an Ofrcernot below the rank ofDepug
Convenrator of Forer ts)

iii) Totnl cost ofthe Project

iv) Jrdilicetion for locating the project in
the fore*re4 giving alternativee
emired nd reasons for their rejection

v)Finnciel urd Social Benefits

=r"i) 
Totul Population benefited

vii) F4lopent generated

2" bcien of tfteProJect/ Scheme

i) Stilo / Union Territory

ii)Ditrict

iii) Forest Division, Forest Block
C,oryuhent etc.

For Asfophysical Research work and to.house
the Asis's Largest Telescope, and other telescopes
for Vainu Bappu:Observatory &rdian Institute of
Arbophysics, Min. of Science &Technolog5r,
Govt ofkrdia-

Enclosed

Rs. 40 Crores (approx)

Thie place was selected, after a tlrorouglr
site survey of S. hdiq for its excellent_seeing
condition, pollution fiee atrnosphere, nlaximum
clear sky, etc.

This is reeearch in fimdamental science
ond the benefits of enormous value are of
indirectpatrne.

General Public, School & College students,

Universities and Institutions with regard to the
popularization of Ashonomy & Ashophysics.
Many etudents have been enrolled for ttre Ph.D.
degree. Project work for the students of various
educati onal instihrtions.

Direct Enrploynrent - 98 (rtationed at Kavalur)
Indirect Employnrent - 60

Tunilnadu

North Arcot Ambedkar Dist.

Tinrpathrr Division
hner Javadhu Hills, Alugayam



3. Itemwise break-up of the.total land
retluired for the Project / Scherne
atongwith lts exlstlng land use.

t

4. Details of lorest land lnvolvcd

i) tegal staluu of tlre fbrest (narrrely,
reaerve, protected / unclu.scilied eLc.)

iij Ootaite of flora and l'arura sxisted' in the area

iii) Density of vegetation

iv) Species-wise and diarneter class-wise
abshact of trees

v) Vulnerability of the forest area to
eroaion, whether it fornrs a part of a
serior4gly eroded area or not

vi) Whether it formr a part of national
park, wildlife, sanchrary, nahre
reserYes, biosphere reeerve etc.,
and if so, details of the area involved
(specific comments ofthe chief g,
wildlife warden to be arurexed)S

vii) Item-wise break-up of the forept
land required for the project /
scheme for dillerent purposes

viii) Rare/endangered species of Ilora
and faunafound in the area

Whether it is habitate for migrating
fauna or forms of breeding ground
for frem

Any other signifcance of the area
relevant to tlie proposal

4.0 Acres lbr F'ireline
2.0 Acres lbr Road

15.0 Acres lbr Telencope and other buildingr
l().0 Acres lbr Carden & Lawn
69.0 Acres to nraintain dustfiee alrnosphere

lbr rerlucing heating ell'ect to the
telescopes and inetruments, and for
luture projects.

Reccrve liorcsl

No

No

Refer Sl. No. 3

None

No

Excellent location to carry out researclr
in Astronomy & Astrophynics

)
I
t

a

ir)

x)



a

5. Dctalls o[ dlsplacment of peoplc due to the proJect

i) Totd number offamiliee involved in
' dirplacement I

I

ii) Number of Scheduled Castes/Tribes
, Ihrnilies involved in displacement

iii) Detailed rehabitation plan

6. Dctalls of conpensatory affor.estatlon scheme :

Nil

Nil

Doee not arise

Does not apply

d

i)Details of non-fore at arez- I degraded forest
rea identifi ed for compensatorSi ufforestati on,
itr distance fiom adjoining forests, nurnber
ofpatches, size ofeach patch

ii) Map ehowing non-lbreeUdegraded
forest area identified for compenealory
doregtation and adjoining forest
bourdariee

I
iii) O#iled dompensatory alforestati on

scheme including species to be
plurted, implementing agency, tinre
ochedule, cost sbxrcture etc.

iv) Total financial outlay f<ir
compensatory affore etation scheme

v) Certificales liom competent authority
regrdiqg suitabilig of area identified
for compensatory aforestation and
from management point ofview (to be
rigned by an oflicernot below the rurk
ofDepug Conversatory of Forests)

vi) chief secretary
abilig of

mn-forest satory
.efforestati



a

a

7- Dctalls rcgordlng Tranbnlsslon Ilncs (only for Transmlsslon llne proposals) :

i) Total length ofthe trunsmission line

ii) I*ngth passing tlrough lbrest area

iii) RiSlt of way ,'

iv) Number ofTowers to be erected

1v)Number ofTowers to be erected irr
F' forest area

vi) Heiglrt of lrunsrnission towers

S..Dctalls of tdgatton / Itydel Projects (only for hlgation/ tlydel ProJects) :

i) Total Catchnrent Area

ii) Total Command Area

iiD ntll reservoir level

t") Higl, flood level

/
v) Miiimum drawal level

vi)Break-up of areafalling in catchment
ueaof the project (forest land, cultivated
lrrd, pashre land human cultivated
lurd and others)

vii) Areaofsubmmgence at high
Ilood Level

viii) Areaof Subnrergence at full reservoir
level

h) Area 9f Submergence 2.meter below
frrll reserroir level

Does not appl-v:

-do-

-do-

-do-

-do-

-do-

Does not apply

-do-

-do-

-do-

-do-

-do-

f
-do-

-do-

-Oo-

x) Areaofsubmergence I meterbelow
firll reservoir level -do-



xi) Area of rubmergence ofrninirrrurn
drawal level 

I

xii) Detailed catchmeht trealrnent plan

xiii) Total financial outlayl and details
regardirrg availabilig of fiurds for
catchment area/ healment area

and forest area required

ii) Total length of the roarl

iii) knglh ofthe road already constructed

iv) I*ngth of the roarl paming tLrough
llre forest

, mineral / ore

siJt':iy1 11*rc of mining operations
(opencast / rmderground)

vi) Phaeed reclamation plan

vii) Grulient ofthe areawhere rninirrg
would be undertaken

9) Detalls regardlng Road/Ratlway llncs (only for Roads/Rallway llne proposals) :

'i) I*ngilr and Width of the strip required

Does not E ply

-do-

-do-

Does not apply

-do;

-do-

-do-

tDo", 
not apply

-do-

-do-

-ilo-

-do-

-do-

-do-

r0) Detolls regardlng Mlnlng Proposals (only tor mtnlng proposals)

i) Total mining lease area and forest
rearequired

ii) Period of mining lease proposed

iii) Estimated reserve of the mineral / ore
in the forest area and in the
non-forest area

iv) Annual u.ti-"t"d protluction of



?

viii)Copy of the l*ase land (to be
altached only for renewal purpore)

ix) Nuurber of lubourers to be enrlrloyed

x) Area of lbrest lurcltrequiretl fbr

p tvtiniru

b) Storirrg mineral / ore

c) Dumping of overburden

d) Storing tools and rnachinery

e) Conslruction ofbuilding, power
rtations, ryorkshop etc

f) Township-houring if any

g) Conshuction oftemporary railway lines

h) ftll land uged pluned forest area

the projept for which forest land /lras
been asked for cannot be undertaken/
located outside the forest area

xii)The extent of damage likely to be
carued and the number of hees
affected on account ofmining urd
relaled octivities

xiii) Dirtunce of mining areafrom pesonal
water sources national and state
highway, national parks,
sanctuaries and higher ieserves

xiv) Procedure for stating ofthe topsoil
for reuee

. -do-

-do-

Does not arise

-do-

-do-

-do

-do-

-do-

-do-

-do-

-do.

F
-do-

-do-

-do-

i|:
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: -do-
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lw) Extent of subsidence expected in
underground rninirrg operalions ;utd
itr irnpact on wuler,lbreut and oilter
vegetation 

I

ll. Cost bcneflt nnhlysls

12. \Yhether clearance from environm€nts
angle ls required

If yes, whelher requisite details for the
same have been firnishsd

13. Whether any work in violatlon of
the act has been canled out

If yes,

i) Details ofthe same including date of
comnrencement

ii) Ollicero rerponrible lbr violation
ofle act

iii) Action taken / being taken,
against erring officers

iv) Wrettrer work inviolation of the acf
is still in progress

14. Any othcr informatlon

15. Detatis of certlllcates/ documents
cnclosed

I

Does rrot arise

Cogt-wise it camot be estimaled

NO

Doeen't apply

NO

l) Area Map
2) l,ocation Map ofTelescopes & Lgboralories
3) Write up on ueage ofVBT -

'A Decade with the VBT l9E6-1996'

,{y

v



nr) Extent of subsidence expecl.etl in
underground rninirg operaliorrs and
ilr irrpact on waler,Ibrest and oilrer
vegetation

I

ll. Cost bencllt anblysls

I 2. lVhether clearance from environmcnts
angle is requlred'

If yer, whether requisite delails for the
sarne haye been firniahed

13. lJVhethcr any work in viola0on of
the act has been carled out

Ifyes,

i) Details ofthe same including rlate of
comntencement : _----

ii) Ollicers rerponrible lbr violation
ofUre act/

iii) Action taken / being taken.
against erring officers

iv) Wrether work in violation of the act
is still in progress

11. A"y other intotmaflon

15. Detalis of ccrtlficateV documents
e,nclosed

Does not arise

Cost-wise it carurot be estimated

NO

Doesn't apply

NO

l) Ar*a Map
2) l,ocation Map ofTelescopeo & Laboratories
3) Write up on usage ofVBT -

'A Decade with the VBT l9E6-1996'



,

I

I

16. Detailcd opinion of the Chief Conservator of [orests / Ilead of the forest Depariment
conccrrrcd covering the following aspects, namely :

i) Out-turn of timber, irrlwooa and other
forest produce liom the forest lurd

. involved :

ii) Wrether the Dist. is self-suffrcient in
timber and firelwood

iii) The eflbct of proposd on
a) Fuelwood upply to nral population
b) Economy and livelihood ofthe triabal

and bachrrard cornmunities

iv) Specific recommendations of the
Chief Conservator of Forests I IJeaA
of thl Forest Departnrent for acceptance
of dtherwise ofthe proposal with reason
thereof :

f

Certified ilrat the other alternatives for the purpose have been explored and the denrand for the
required area is the minimum for the tbrest land.

Director &- b-n-

(,

n

Indian Institute of Ashophysics
(Dept ofScience &Technologl -
Govt oflndia)

9-f.4.e"-rtl
Direclor

Indiarr Insliltlle of Aslrn;thyslcs
U.rrrgaloie-560 OJ4

Signature of the Authoriaed OIIicer
of the State Government / Authorig.

F
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