SITE INSPECTION REPORT

SITE INSPECTION REPORT OF PROPOSED DIVERSION OF 160.40 HA OF FOREST
LAND IN GHATAPRABHA FOREST DIVISIONFOR CONSTRUCTION OF 1260 MW
STANDALONE PUMPED STORAGE COMPONENT OF SAUNDATTI IREP
(INTEGRATED RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECT) BEING DEVELOPED BY
GREENKO SOLAR ENERGY PRIVATE LTD.

This Site Inspection was carried in pursuant to Online Forest
Diversion Application No FP/KA/HYD/37723/2018 submitted by Greenko
Solar Energy Private Ltd for Construction of 1260MW Standalone Pumped
Storage Component of Saundatti IREP.

The area proposed for diversion of forest land was inspected by the
under signedon03.05.2021. Assistant Conservator of Forests, Ramdurg
Sub Division, Range Forest Officer, Saundatti, Deputy RFO, Murgod,
Forest Guard, Karlakatti and staff and the representatives of M/s Greenko
Solar Energy Private Ltd., were present during the inspection.

The total land involved in the Project is 213.70 Ha, out of which
160.40 Ha is forest land (surface area is 153.93 Ha and underground area
is 6.47 Ha) and 53.30Ha is private/non forest/Govt (Private land is 34.64
Ha and Govt. /PWD land is 18.66 Ha). The proposal for diversion of 160.40
Ha of Forest land is coming in Savadatti Range of Ghataprabha Division,

Gokak in Belagavi District.

SLNo | Division Range Village F.S.No | Extent(Ha) Remarks

1 .| 138 14.75
Karlakatti 146 18 37
3 128 33.06

Eco Class I

4 Gh(aGtairzla(k))ha Savadatti | Chakrageri| 129 4.18 OCZn Fijrest

5 o8 130 9.09 P

6 . 3 1.38
7 Kagihal 4 49.57
Total 160.40

The entire Forest land of 445.70ha in Compartment No:43 (Fs
No0:146) of Karlakatti Village is still a notified reserve forest as per

Notification No:6580 B Date:06-08-1894 and as per the records available
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in the office. In this regard, copies of the D-notification and disforest
orders are not found in the office.

Component wise details of proposed forest land for diversion is as below:

SI.No. Name of the Component of work Extend (in ha)

1 Upper reservoir 128.58

2 Penstock 5.79

3 Pressure Shaft 5.84

4 Power house, switchyard and tailrace outfall including 12.93

permanent access road to power house

5 Adit to pressure shaft 0.73

6 Approach roads to all other project components 6.53
Total: 160.4

The flora present in the proposed diversion of 160.40 Ha of the
Forest area consistsofspecies like Hale (Wrightia tintoria), Kakke (Cassia
fistula), Bevu (Azadirachta indica), Banni (Prosofis cineraria), Mashawal
(Chloroxylon swietenia), Hippe (Madhaca Indica), Dindal (Anogeissus
latifolia ) , Tumri/Bidi leaves (Diospyros melanoxylon), etc.

The fauna reported in the proposed area of diversion are Jungle
Cat(Felis chaus), Common Mongoose (Herpestesedwardsi),
Porcupine(disambiguation), Indian Hare (Lepus nigricollis), Peacock
(Pavocristatus) Hyena {Hyaena hyaena) ,etc.,

As per the directions of this office, dated: 17-02-2020, the DCF had
installed five numbers of camera traps in different locations in the
proposed diversion area to collect evidence of Wildlife in the proposed
area for the diversion. Peacocks, wild cats, wild rabbits were recorded in
the camera traps. Presence of Indian Grey wolfs have not been recorded
in photos of camera traps.

The DCF Gokak, in his letter dated 24.04.2021, has submitted letters
obtained from Medical officers of Yakkundi, Bailhongal, Saundatti, Gokak
and surrounding areas of proposed Forest diversion area stating that
there are no recorded incidences of Wild animals conflicts or injuring to

general public, reported in their hospitals in last 5 years. Further, reports
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from Yakkundi veterinary hospital and local Police station have been
obtained where in, no attack on the domestic animals since last 5 years
have been reported.

No rare/endangered/Unique species of flora and fauna are found in
the proposed diverted forest land.

As per the Working Plan, the area proposed for diversion falls under
Eco-Class Il Open Forest type with density of 0.25.(as per letter No.
5-3/2007-FC, Dated: 5-2-2009 of the GOlL.)

The proposed forest area of 160.40 Hectares is in Karlakatti RFO
Saundatti Range and, does not fall in any Wildlife sanctuary area, National
park, Bio-Sphere reserve, Tiger Reserve, Elephant Corridor etc. Further
there are no protected Archaeological Heritage site, Defence
establishment or any other important monument in the area. There is
one old temple by name Sogal Someshwar temple and one water falls
within an aerial distance of 3KM from the proposed project Boundary.

AS per order of Special Land Acquisition Officer of Saundatti
dated:08-03-1975, the proposed forest area to an Extent of 160.40 ha for
diversion, includes 16.5 Acres of forest land of karlakatti village for
displaced persons of Malaprabha Project. This order says as below

“The Government under their order No:APD 453 FGL 69 DATE:18-10-
1969 have released an area of 1020 acres of land out of forest Sy. No.LVI
coupe Nos.1,24,25.26,31,32,33,38,39 and 40 of Kagihal for rehabilitation
of displaced families of Malaprabha Project and the possession of the said
area has been taken over on 12-08-1972.

Therefore, under the powers vested in me under the Government
notification No: RD/453/FGL/69 Dtd: 18-10-1969 read with the rule 7(2)
of the Mysore Land Grant Rules 1969. If hereby order to grant the forest
area of Kagihal to the diseplaced families of Dhupdhal of Yakkundi taluka
Parssgad for cultivation as shown against their names have below subject

to the following conditions.”
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Apart from this, Special Land Acquisition Officer of Saundatti has
written a letter to then divisional forest officers Gokak on: 16-08-1976.
which says that sanction is accorded by the govt. to disforestment of
forest land to an extent of 1020 Acres of Kagihal and Karlakatti vide
orders dated: 18-10-1969, 10-03-1970 and 24-07-1970 for the
distribution to displaced persons of Malaprabha Project. The letter also
contains the request made for separate notification for disforestment
under forest act, if necessary, and submission of the proposal accordingly.

One letter has been addressed by DCF Gokak to Special Land
Acquistion Officer of Saundatti on  -08-1977, stating that, an area 250
acres of forest land have been made available in Kagihal, chakrageri and
Karlakatti villages for rehabilitation purpose. As per the site inspection
report of DCF Gokak Dated: 12-04-2021 and his letter dated: 17-05-2021,
an extant 15-35 acres is being utilized by displaced persons of
malaprabha project. But the copies of the D-notification / disforestment
are not available in the offices of DCF Gokak, Working plan office Belagavi
and CCF office Belagavi, and there is no mention about D-notification
even in village forest registrar maintained in division office.

The site inspection report of DCF Gokak dated: 12-04-2021 with
recommendation letter and his letter dated 17-05-2021 about the
distance of temple / waterfalls and list of displaced persons is uploaded
for reference.

In the light of facts mentioned above and the recommendation of
DCF Gokak to approve the diversion of 160.4 ha forest land, | am also of
the opinion to recommend the said diversion of forest land for

construction of 1260 MW Standalone pumped storage project.

Chief Consmg;gmx;

Belagavi Circle, Belagavi
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Site Inspection Report

Szkb]'ect: -Diversion of 160.40 ha of forest land for -construction of
1260MW  Standalone Pumped Storage Component of Saundatti IREP
beingDevelopment by Greenko Solar Energy Private Itd., (GSEPL)

[P1 oposal No. FP/KA/HYD/37723/ 2018. ]

The propos*ed pm]ect Zocaz‘zon is app} ()xzmafely 85 kms* away by r()ad' s S
/rom Belagavz District Head Quarters. : o

I haveinspected the Project site on 12.04.2021along with the User Agency
represented by Sri Praveen Devaiah, Sri Madhu and others from Greenko,
Assistant Conservator of Forests, Ramdurg Sub Division;RFO Saundatti;
DRFO, Sogal; Forest Guards and staff and found the following.

The area propc)sea’for diversion falls in Compartment no. 42, 43 (Forest
Sy No 138, 146) of Karlakatti beat, Sogal section in Karlakatti Village;
Compartment no. 89, 90, 91 (Forest Sy No 128, 129, 130)of Karlakatti beat,
Sogal section in Chakrageri Village and Compartment no. 4 & 53 (Forest Sy No
3&4)of Karlakatti beat, Sogal section in Kagihal Village all together,
comprising to an extent of 160.40 Ha in Saundatti Range of Ghataprabha forest
Division of Belagavi Dist. in Karnataka State.

The User Agency have informed that area proposed for diversion involves
construction of Upper reservoir, Pen stock, Pressure shaft, Power house, Switch
yard, Tail race out fall, Audit to Pressure shaft and Approach roads.

The following GPS Co-ordinates have been noted during my field visit to the
proposed project area at different locations and they are being

Latitude Longitude
15.86191 74.99190
15.85587 75.00666
15.8582¢6 75.00828
15.85735 74.99871

During my site inspection, the following are the observations:

The selection of site where the project, proposed for construction of upper
reservoir, is a relatively flat land on the top of the hill covered with small trees
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of naturally grown species and department raised plantations. Some soil and
moisture conservation works being taken up by the Dept in the proposed area.
The area proposed for pen stock and pressure shaft is on the slope side of the .
hill with natural scrub forests, denuded and rocky area facing towards
Renukasagar reservoir.

The Vegetation found. in the proposed diversion consists of natural

g 5pec1es likeMashwal (Chloroxylon swietenia), Tugli (Albizzia ‘amara),Dindal -~ . |

(Anogeissus _ latifolia), Halagatll (Wrzghz‘za tmforza) Kakke (Cassia fistula),
Bevu(Azadirachta indica), Banni (Prosofis cineraria), Bellari jali (Prosopis
Juliflora), Pachari (Dalbergia lanceolaria) etc. '

The plain portion of the top of the hill needs tree cutting activity and the
slope portion of the hill do not involve any tree cutting activity due to Scrub
Jjungle, denuded area and rocky patch.

Density of the pr op()sea’ f()rest area is 0.25 and falls under Eco-Class I1]
Open Forest type. ~

The area proposed for Diversion is not a part of any National Parks,
Wildlife Sanctuary, Bio-Sphere Reserve, Tiger Reserve, Elephant Corridor and
does not consist of any Archeological/Heritage site and Defense Establishment
or any other important monuments.

No rare/endangel ‘ed/Unique speczes of flora and fauna are found in the
proposed diverted forest land.

In the proposed forest area, no work in violation of Forest Conservation
Act has been carried out by the User Agency.

Apart from above, with regard to comments offered by preceding DFO,
the following points are highlighted hereinunder

With regard to the issue of displaced people of Malaprabha Project, |
have perused the available records wherein as per the Govt of Karnataka Order
No RD 453 FGL 69 dated 18.10.1969, about 1020 acres have been allotted to
displaced persons of Malaprabha Project under Kagihal forest under various
survey no’s. Out of 1020 acres, about 72 acres have been alloited for displaced
persons inForest Sy.No 146 (total land in Sy.No 146 -445 acres). As per the
Forest Diversion proposal of User Agency, about 120 acres (48.37 Ha) i.e part
of land falling under Forest Sy.No 146 is required by the User Agency for
project development. It is pertinent to highlight that land under Forest Sy. No
146 is still under Forest as per the forest records and the same has not been de-
notified.
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As per the User Agency, No family is being fully displaced in the
proposed project. Only partial land holding is being affected for which detailed
compensation package has been prepared in the EIA/EMP report, which was
duly approved by MoEF & CC while recommending the Project. /01
Envn onmental Cleamnce

In vzew of the above as the land’ whzch is lequzred for the pl 0]ect undez o

" f’Forevt Sy.No 146 is still reC()rded as _forest land as per the recor, ds and furthei -

User Agency undertakes to Pay NPV for the diveried land and since there is no
displacement involved in the Project except partial land acquisition which shall
be suitably compensated to the land owners by the User Agency. Hence, there is
no issue of resettlement of people due to this Project.

Further with regard to reports of Indian Grey Wolf:

In pursuant to the directions of CCF, Belgaum, 5 Camera traps were
installed at different locations in the proposed diversion area and monitored the
area between 30-03-2021 to 5-04-2021 to collect evidence of Wildlife in the
proposed area for diversion. Peacocks, Wild cats, Wild rabbits wererecorded in
the -camera traps. Presence of Indian Grey Wolfs are not recorded-in these
photos. RFO Savadatti vide letter No 115 dated 25-08-2020 through ACF,
Ramdurg letter dated 07-04-2021have reported these observations in their
report. Further, report from Yakkundi veterinary hospital vide letter dated
26-03-2021 has been obtained wherein no attack on the domestic animals by the
wild animals since last five years have been reported and also certificate by the
local police station vide letter dated 26-03-2021 stated that no cases of
attacking on domestic animals by wild animals for the last five years have been
obtained and submitted by the Range Forest Officer, Savadatti range in their
report. Range Forest Olfficer, Savadatti also reported vide letter dated
06-04-2021 through ACF, Ramdurg vide letter dated 09-04-2021 that while
conducting animal census and patrolling in that area, they have not seen any
Indian Grey Wolf and also general public have not complained of any damage
caused by wild wolf. During interaction with the locals by RFO during their
regular patrolling, no incidents of wolf in that area were reporled by the local
villagers.

In furtherance to the findings in the report of RFO, Saundatti;l have
inspected the area on 12-04-2021 along with Assistant Conservator of Forests,
Ramdurg Sub Division, RFO Saundatti; DRFO, Sogal; Forest Guards and staff
and found that the area is plain land and encroached area is evicted from
encroachers and planted with Acacia and eucalyptus plantations. Upon
complete perambulating of the proposed diversion area, there were no signs of
Indian Grey Wolf such as pug marks, scats or sightings.
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Considering all the above-mentioned observations, it is found that there
is no signs of Indian Grey Wolf presence in the area proposed for diversion and
the area does not form habitant for Indian Grey Wolf. '
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- (Ashok Pa:z

" Deputy Conservator of forests

Ghataprabha Division, Gokak
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