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A pfoposa has be€n re.elved in thk oificefor Rehabititation and uperadaton of
NN as trom 119/017 to 161/300 (Desen Chainase Km 119/017 to 160/300)
Bodimettu io Munnar. The Asn. Exe.otive EnBnner NH Sub Oivision, Devikulam

{user Agency) which requifes d veEion of 1.49s Fla of Forest land und€r rcA, 1980
for nonJorestry p!rpose.

I have inspected the proposed divereion area from Signat point near social
rorestry buildinsstoihe Efachilpara (tensth - 174om)under D€viku am Fu€tResetoe
and near Gap Road (s0 m) ln Devikulam Forest ranse under KDH 8eserve under
Section 4 Notification ol KFA.

In the Devik!lam FuelReserue area, in total1507 vees afe to be le led, in which
Eucalyptus Sp is 696, Melicop€ lunu-ankenda s 27a, Atnus nepateisis is 36, and

are present. And vafous shola fiees (2s0 around) are aso
pres€nt in the proposed d verson area These strerch€s are imponant el€phant
mov€ment routes with eephants frequently crossnc near more than lolioinrs.The
area near Gap is a50 an important habitat coniectivity of Nlgni Tahar, an
endanger€d rpecies On se€ine the upgradation ol NH works id the nearby
cha nages, it k understood that *eep slopes might be forned in these afea. SAsed
on thG tollowing measures seems nec€$ary:

r)To enable E ephants and other majorlauna crosstha road, various sisn boards
areto be kept in the entife sretch (at east 10 in no a onE each side).

l)M n mum of 10 Rampswith slope not fiorethan 30 dqrees sha tbe made on
e th€r side a5 p€r the dn€d ons ofthe DFO/ACFIRFO along the s$ategic and crucial

ll)side ralings/side walk, iranV, thould nor be continuous, and shoud bewth
caps ot a5 per the siie specflc dnections ol the DFo/AcFlRFo, so as to enabre

lv) Mid road baniere shallbe not b€ built in ihk strerch jo rhat antmalcrosinc

V)To racilitate sma lanimals to cross the road and ro reduce road kth, atteasr
20 ho zontaltree ladders arero be provided ar desirabte height.

Vl)The approach road to the camp ofiice ot ACF, Munnar, Devikuan Range
ofiice and also Aruvikkad Sect on Ofiice w llb€ render€d unusabte after th€ cuttnC



ofNH road, hence user agencv should €nsure a newlv paved approach shalLbe made

availabLe for ihese ofiices

Vll)The pa!€d shouLdeE shallno! b€ abruptlv end€d in a steep wall' ratherthe

oaved shouldeG should be sloped on either sder
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important habitat coniedivltv point' E an

impotant wltatite coriaor lor an mak io mov€ from thc gap fdge in the Eai Ea(

North to the.hokranudiridge in West W€st South dk€'tons lhe spe'ies ol tre€s

are mostly shola trees with Eucalvpius (r9 in numbe' Nisnirahr (NiLcritraBus

hylodius)is an endanCered Specl€s narive to theWastern chats and n criticalneed

I;f connecune habitat needs io ut ise th6 animaL coftidor area Ako Bkon

movem€nt, rareiy elephant novement k secn in thk area lt is undetstood that the

w deninB oi the road willlead to sleep topes in bolh the Gap ridee and chokfamudi

Ridge si;es ofthe road ror an€ast nore lhan 2oom on eliher side sothe rollowins

measures n thk area seems nec€ssary:

L)An Eco overbridce, overthe widenod NF, w th stabiLtvto suppoii movemenl

of N icirirahr,Indian Bison, and Elephant, sh3lb€ done en5!rinsihe quaitv ol the

overbridgeando$erNatlonalHichwavruer'
t) Ramps 5hall be made * Fer direction ol DFo/AcF/Rto on eilher side to

fa.illtat€ 5nooih movement ol animah

lLl)Mid toad ba crs5hallbe not be built in thG stretch so th3t animal dossnc

LV)side railings/side walls,lr anv, should not be continuous' and should bewLth

gaps of as per the 5lte specifk dire'tions of the DFO/ACF/RFO' so as to €nabie

V)ihe paved shouldss shall not be abruptlv ended in a sieep wall' rather thc

pavei srroulaere stroura Ue sroped on eirher sldes so that an mals are abLe to clinb

through this patch to th€ | dge5.

lp*t rrc. tn*" areas whch are und€r ReseNerl Forest 5tatu5' ihe NH

wideninc isiaklng place lrom Munnario Bodldettu' fof a 42 5 Km stretch which has

the land natus oi cardamom HiL Resefre, (DFl Vlllag€ Revenue rand ano

Chinnakafal Unreserved land {Revenue)' since the entne Munnar Landscape is an

Elephant Nabitat Area and Cardanom Hill Reserue have manv rmponant 
'otrioor

ar6slor Elephant Movedent, the following measures are necessarv forthe resl or

l)Ramps on the eitherside ofthe road to facilitate Elephants a

to c lmit!p and.limb down lhe steep areas on e ther side ofthe road

l1) In s manV ares as po$ible' side railiics/slde walls' iI anV' should not be

contii!ous, and should be with gaps ol as per the site specilc directions or the

DFo/AcF/Rto, so as to enable cross ngofanimak



lll)To facilitate smallanimalsto cro$ the road and to reduce road kills, atleast

sO hoftontal tree ladde6 ar€ to be prolided at desirable heisht and also fet
undersround passaeeways to be con5tructed whereler po$ible

!V)At various coridor locatiois as per site specific diredions of DFo/AcFlRFO'

Paved shoulders should not end in abrupt steep slopes, ii should be sloped

Olhe. Conditions:

r)rhroushout the entne 42.s Km stretch various ssnboards !o be €r€ded to

creaie Awa.eness on Road kilk, No wast€ Dsposal, No Feeding of animas, and to

reduce speed ofthe vehicles in.orildorareas

ll)To Ens!re stability oithe Gap Ridge area and thelorest areas above the gap

road and other parts, suitable seotextiles to be used, to avoid rurther landnides in

llD For Cofrpensatory Afiorenation, €qualarea (1.49s Ha)ofdestaded and has

been identilied in Kottayam divkion. Apanirom that equalaiea of non lorest land G

to be provided as cA land, lfthe non lorest cA land k not having trees, plantaudn

can be raked as pan offuture ca.

rv)The entire area ls pron€ to human-animal conflict and as the prcje.t ni€ht

increase the conflci as the traffic lncreases in the foad, the Department would

require lurther intrastructur€ to handle them. so it h required that a vehicle with

4r4 drive, Tata H€xa saf.ri edition, Tata l_laiiier 2020 or MahlndraXLJV500 W3 shall

Al€a proposed, i.e.,1.492 Ha isthe minimum required ior th€ proposed proje.t

Nence n G recommended to divert 1.492l_la of Forest land forthe ioplem€ntation of

the projed. The user a3€ncy should construct necessary retainingwallii the above

5aid ar€a lor preventing soil erosion, land diding etc, as p€r flre/above

recommendation of Forest Depaft menl.


