Proposal for diversion of 455.1108 ha forest land for Pachwara
South Coal Block in Dumka Submitted by NUPPL.

Part-111
(To be filled up by the concerned Conservator of Forests)

14. Whether site, where the forest land involved is located has been inspected by
concerned Conservator of Forests (Yes/NO). If yes, the date of inspection &

observations made in form of inspection note to be enclosed.

Yes, Date of Inspection-09.05.2022. Inspection report is attached as
Annexure-A

15. Whether the concerned Conservator of Forests agree with the information given
in Part-B and the recommendations of Deputy Conservator of Forests.

Yes, Agree.

16. Specific recommendation of concerned Conservator of Forests for acceptance
or otherwise of the proposal with detailed reasons.

Recommended Specific Recommendation is attached as Annexure-B.
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(Satish Chandra Rai, IFS)
Conservator of Forests,
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Site inspection Report for the FCA proposal bearing acknowledgment

No: FP/JH/MIN/59823/2020

Date of inspection: 09/05/2022

Proposed Area of Forest Diversion (in Ha): 455.1108

The proposal has been recommended and forwarded to the Conservator of Forests, Dumka Territorial
Circle by Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) Dumka along with conditions. The said proposal has been
submitted to DFO Dumka by the Generai Manager/Project Head Pachwara South Coal Mine Project,
Neyveli Uttar Pradesh Power Limited, Dumka for the diversion of 455.1108 Ha'of Forest land for the
Open Cast mining. The site inspection has been done by the undersigned on 09.05.2022 in presence of
Sri Aviroop Sinha I.F.S., DFO Dumka, Sri Satwik, I.F.S, Attached Officer, Sri Surjit Das GM, Pachwara
South Coal Mines and other officials of Forest Department and Pachwara South Coal Mines.

Area Statement-

As informed by DFO Dumka the land required by the User Agency is 455.1108 hectares of Forest land
notified under Section 4 of Indian Forest Act 1927 {which includes 324.045 hectare forest under
administrative control of Forest Department and 96.4134 ha Jungle Jhari & 36.6524 hectare waste land
under administrative control of Revenue Department) spread in 03 villages Chirudih, Kundapahari &
Mahuldabar. NOC of 131.0658 Hectare forest land under administrative control of Revenue department

is required for which undertaking has been submitted by the User Agency.

Vegetation-
During the field visit of the proposed mining site, it was observed that some of the trees near the viliage

and agricultural land were not marked. DFO Dumka and representative of User agency told that due to
extreme opposition from villagers and deteriorating law and order situation in Chirudih, Kundapahari &
Mahuldabar, it was not possible to mark the trees, however it has been taken in enumeration and total
counting has been done. As per Total count of trees, number stands as 91464. The area is very rich in
terms of bicdiversity both floral and faunal.

The proposed area has dense Tropical Dry Deciduous Forest vegetation with an
average canopy density of 0.7 with Site Quality Ili with regeneration as well good coppicing. Some of the
important tree specles recorded were Sal, Asan, Arjun, Karam, Kadam, Karanj, Chironji, Jamun, Mahua,
Neem, Shisam, Khajoor, Mango, Kusum, Awla, Bhera, etc. '

Wildlife Movement-

As per the records available of the said area & as per the discussion with local people during the site
inspection, it was found that there have been visits of elephants and there have been human-animal
conflicts in past years. The area is located near the Tri- Junction of three Forest Divisions Viz- Dumka,

Pakur and Godda. [;{/
-
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If area is visualized in landscape, mining activities shall make entire area vulnerable for human- Animal

conflict and elephant movement.

As per working Plan of Dumka Forest Division and as per the information received from locai people,
lease area and buffer area have presence of other wildlife like Indian bear, wild boar, Peacock, Sambhar,
Common deer, Hyena, Cobra, Python, Krait, Russell’s Viper etc.

Location of Project -
In terms of location of the proposed site it was observed that the proposed site is located on the right

bank of Bansloi river. On the left bank of Bansloi River two other Mining Lease Viz. Pachwara Central
coal block and Pachwara North coal block are located. One more coal Block Urma Paharitola Coal Block
is expected to come. Thus all 4 coal blocks have adjacent block boundaries.

Catchment Area-

The proposed site is a part of the catchment area of Bansloi river (a tributary of river Ganga).

Impact of Mining on Flora and Fauna-

In recent past these tracts have undergone degradation and diminution in diversity and ecological
health due to human impacts including the mining operations and related developments in adjacent

two mining leases viz- Pachwara North and Pachwara central Coal Blocks,

Any diversion for projects like coal mining shall lead to further fragmentation of habitat of wildlife.
This area is also a part of the catchment of Bansloi River (Including private raiyati land). This site
will have adverse impact on the general ecosystem of the area, water regime and soil conditions

and micro-climate and the precipitation.

In case, the proposed area is considered for diversion -

There should be utmost precautionary and anticipatory approach with adequate safeguarding,
mitigation and compensating measures, so that minimum damage to continuity of forest patches
occur. A very comprehensive and strict Biodiversity Conservation Plan shall be required to reduce
the severe impact of proposed coal mines. The methodology and process of coal mining at
particular site needs to be planned and executed over the entire lease area such that the operations
are phased and sequenced to optimize the active working area in a manner that minimize the
impacts at a time and facilitate progressive reclamation and eco-restoration of the areas taken up
in the different phases so that at the end of the mining life, substantial part has already been
rehabilitated into the best feasible end state. The Mining Plan will have to conform to Biodiversity

Conservation Plan. ' &_,
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Adequate Fund should be made availabie for implementation of Bio-Diversity Conservation Plan for
creating large scale addition/connection of wildlife habitats in buffer areas so that disturbance in

movement of Elephant and other Wildiife may be reduced.

For extraction, evacuation, handling and transportation of coal, such technologies and process

have to be adopted which cause least adverse impacts on environment & eco-system.

The watershed and catchment of river Bansioi in 10 Km radius or more of Project Area should be
undertaken for appropriate treatment to compensate for the loss of catchment due to mining in

the lease site. It should be in addition to Bio-Diversity Conservation plan.

Advance planning and preparatory activity for eco-restoration with native vegetation should be
undertaken. The project proponent shouid enter into a long-term arrangement with ICFRE’s
institute at Ranchi (Institute of Forest Productivity) or other such competent organization for
techno-scientific services to achieve the best feasible reclaimed area ensuring diversity of native

species.

Surveillance and Monitoring system against illicit activities including prevention and control of
forest fires for the forest hinterlands of the project area to be planned and executed at project cost

with provision of patrolling & infrastructure (Vehicle, Manpower, Watch towers, Check posts etc.).

It has been found that many Mining Operations started without implementation of Wildlife
Conservation Plan/Bio-Diversity Conservation Plan/ Soil Moisture Conservation Plan just on the
basis of giving undertaking which has adversely impacted the project area. Considering the past
records, Commencement of Implementation of Biodiversity Plan/ Wildlife Conservation plan/
Watershed Projects or any such conservation Plan should be done prior to start of any Tree felling /

land breaking in project area or at least it must be simultaneous.

User Agency has not violated the provisions of the Forest Conservation Act, 1980 and no work has been
started at the site.

lic interest.

With above conditions, the proposed project is recommended in the larger p
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Pachwara South Coal Block of m/s Neyveli Uttar Pradesh Power Ltd. (NUPPL) - 455.1108 Ha.
Proposal No: FP/IH/MIN/59823/2020

Specific recommendation of concerned Conservator of Forests for acceptance or otherwise

of the proposal with detailed reasons-

The propesed Pachwara South Coal Block Mining Project is situsted at the North Eastern
boundary of Dumka Forest Division, where Pakur forest division is located at the boundary.
The landscape is one of the most important landscapes of the Santhal Pargana region in the
state of Jharkhand in terms of connectivity of habitats as well as richness of biodiversity. The
said Mines is located at such a location where forest patches are connecting Pakur and
Dumka Forest Division, It has been a path for wildlife movement including Elephant from
Dumka to Pakur and Godda. The landscape is significant in terms of hydrological functions
since Bansloi river is called lifeline. Proposed mining site is located just on the right bank of
Bansloi River. On the left bank of Banslot River, two other coal blocks viz- Pachwara North

and Pachwara Central are operation.

Thus, the said proposal may be considered for recommendation only if adequate measures
are taken to reduce the ill effects of mining over wildlife and forest. Some of the conditions

which should be rider for the recommendations are as below-

® There should be utmost precautionary and anticipatory approach with adequate
safeguarding, mitigation and tompensating measures, so that minimum damage
to continuity of forest patches occurs. Execution of a very comprehensive and
strict Biodiversity Conservation Plan as well as will Catchment Area treatment °
Plan shall be required to reduce the severe impact of proposed coal mines in that
area. The methodology and process of coal mining at particuiar site needs to be
planned and executed over the entire lease area such that the operations are
phased and sequénced to optimize the active working area in a manner that
minimize the impacts at a time and facilitate progressive reclamation and eco-
restoration 'of the areas taken up in the different phases so that at the end of
the mining life, substantial part has already been rehabilitated into the best
feasible end state. The Mine Plan will have to conform Biodiversity
Conservation Plan. Adequate fund should be made available for
implementation of Bio-Diversity Conservation Plan. l}/
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The watershed and catchment of river Bansloi in 10 Km radius or more of
Project Area should be undertaken for appropriate treatment to compensate
for the loss of catchment due to mining in the lease site. It should be in addition
1o Bio-Diversity Conservation plan.

Advance planning and Preparatory activity for eco-restoration with native
vegetation should be undertaken. The project proponent should enter into a
long-term arrangement with ICFRE’s institute at Ranchi {Institute of Forest
Productivity) or other such competent organization for techno-scientific
services to achieve the best feasible reclaimed area ensuring diversity of native
species.

Surveillance and Monitoring system against illicit activities including prevention
and control of forest fires for the forest hinterlands of the project area to be
planned and executed at project cost with provision of patrolling &
infrastructure (Vehicle, Manpower, Watch towers, Check posts etc.)

It has been found that many Mining Operations started without
implementation of Wildlife Conservation Plan/Bio-Diversity Conservation Plan/
Soil Moisture Conservation Plan just on the basis of giving undertaking which
has adversely impacted the project area. Considering the past records,
Commencement of Implementation of Biodiversity Plan/ Wildlife Conservation
plan, Watershed Projects or any such conservation Plan should be done prior to
start of any Tree felling / land breaking in project area or at least it must be

simultaneous.

With above conditions, the proposed project is recommended in the larger public
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