SITE INSPECTION REPORT OF DEPUTY DIRECTOR, SRIVILLIPUTHUR -
MEGAMALAI TIGER RESERVE (SMTR), SRIVILLIPUTHUR
[ inspected the area proposed for diversion on 09.02.2022 along with Forest Range
Officer, Saptur; Forester (Saptur section) and one forest guard (Mallapuram beat). The area
requested by user agency for laying of optical fibre cable (OFC) along the road side from
Muthalamparai Village to Mallapuram Village through Mallapuram beat forest area in Saptur
Reserved Forest for a length of 6.23 Km.

1. ECOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE OF THE PROPOSED SITE FOR DIVERSION
a. Part of Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve
b. Part of Agasthiyar Biosphere Landscape
c. Part of elephant reserve No. 7
d. Erstwhile Grizzled Squirrel Wildlife Sanctuary

2. AREA DESCRIPTION AND ITS IMPORTANCE

The entire project falls inside the Mallapuram beat of Saptur RF all along Mallapuram —
Mayiladumparai road for which right is admitted as per government letter number G.O. (Ms)
No. 14 dated 08.02.2021. The road passes through the buffer area of the Tiger which involves
both Sanctuary and non-sanctuary area. The OFC passes through Sanctuary area for a
distance of 4.3 km and in non-sanctuary area for remaining 0.7 km (Map 1). Several minor
seasonal streams cross the road and there are some huge rocks are also present in some places

(Table 2). The proposed site has several endangered wildlife species (Table 1).

Table 1. List of important fauna found in Mallapuram beat

SI. no Species Schedule in Wildlife IUCN conservation Status
Protection Act

1. Grizzled Giant Squirrel Schedule I (Part 1) Vulnerable

. Common Langur Schedule I (part 1) Least concern
3. Leopard Schedule I (Part I) Vulnerable

4. Slender Loris Schedule I (Part I) Endangered

5. Indian Gaur Schedule I (Part I) Vulnerable

6. Sambar Schedule 111 Vulnerable

7. Chital Schedule I11 Least concern
8. Jungle Cat Schedule II (Part I) Not applicable
9. Small Indian Civet Schedule II (Part I) Least concern
10. | Common Plam Civet Schedule II (Part I) Least concern
11. | Brown Palm Civet Schedule II (Part I) Least concern
12. | Common Mangoose Schedule II (Part I) Least concern




13. | Sloth Bear Schedule I (Part I) Vulnerable

14. | Ruddy mongoose Schedule II (Part I) Least concern
15. | Wild pig Schedule 11 Least concern
16. | Indian Pangolin Schedule I (Part I) Endangered

17. | Star tortoise Schedule IV Vulnerable

18. | Indian Porcupine Schedule 1V Least concern
19. | Monitor Lizard Schedule | Least concern
20. | Changeable hawk eagle | Schedule I (Part III) Least concerned
21. | Serpent eagle Schedule I (Part I1I) Least concerned
22. | Eagle owl Schedule TV Least concerned
23. | Jungle owlet Schedule I (Part I11) Least concerned
24. | Peafowl Schedule I (Part I11) Least concern
25. | Grey jungle fowl Schedule II (Part II) Least concern
26. | Spectacled cobra Schedule II (Part IT) Least concern
27. | Rat snake Schedule II (Part IT) Least concern
28. | Indian krait Schedule IV Least concern

3. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

mentioned above (Table 1). However, damaged caused to flora and fauna is very minimal as
the project is proposed along the the road from Muthalamparai Village to Mallapuram
Village through Saptur Reserved Forest. This will enable transportation of equipment to lay
OFC through the road and also facilitate easy operation and maintenance in future. The
project site doesn’t have any important monuments which has archaeological importance/

heritage site/ defence establishment etc.

The site proposed for laying OFC is home for several endangered species as
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