No. W-11013/10/22-SE(L)/PHED/35
~ GOVERNMENT OF MIZORAM
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, PHED
LUNGLEI WATSAN CIRCLE LUNGLEI: MIZORAM
Dated Lunglei, the 10" November, 2022

To, '
!’r@puty Conservation of Forest (FC)
Aizawl, Mizoram.
Subj:- Proposal of Tlawnghnar Recharging Dam for Aug & Imp of Zobawk WSS reg.
Ref:- 1) No. B.22015/5/2022-FC/PCCF/27 Dt.19/9/2022
2) No. W-11012/42/22-EE/PHE-MD(L)/12 Dt 31.10.2022
Sir,

With reference your no. and the subject cited above, and as per EE, LWSM
letter under reference. | have the honour to submit herewith points of clarification to the

indicated at Sl. No. 1 referred above stating formation of verification team by the Chief

f \ query set by the Department of Environment, Forests & Climate Change vide their letter No
//\ ({
9 Qv

Secretary, visit of verification team at site on 18.07.2022 & 19.07.2022, report submission

/ of verification team, findings and recommendations regarding thereof.

1. Construction work of Check Dam at Tlawnghnar, Zobawk was initiated by
PHED in April 2022 and work was stayed by DFO Lunglei in April, 2022 vide his
letter No. C.18015/1/2019-DFO(L)/ Dt.22.04.2022 claiming the area being a
Reserved Forest, and stated that Forest Clearance is required for non-forestry
activity to be taken up. Accordingly, work had been stopped immediately as
per order received, and Forest Clearance application had been applied as per
direction of EF & CC department Office, Aizawl.

A ‘ '
\\/\/ ﬁ 2. The purpose Check Dam construction is purely for supply of drinking water to -
“L) the people of Zobawk ‘N&S’ habitations. The work is sanctioned by
F @L v Government of Mizoram funded under Special Central Assistance during
ﬁo ' 8~ 2021-2023. Fund is fully released to the PHED.
s,

3. Construction Work was awarded to M/S. Leitlang Consultant, Lunglei through
open tendering. But now the progress is halted due to Stay Order from DFO,
Lunglei since 25.04.2022 till date.

PIB OF PCCF

Receipt No /701.7 .............
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4. The proposal for construction of Check Dam / Impounding Dam at Tlawnghnar

was initiated in conformity with the “al Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain’
campaign launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister on 22.03.2021, the World
Water Day and for the aim to the creation/ rejuvenation of Amrit Sarovars in
order to commemorate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (Govt. Letter enclosed)
(Annexure — Ill). The primary objective of JSA: CTR being creation /
maintenance of water conservation & rainwater harvesting structures;
renovation of traditional and other water bodies; water reuse and
groundwater recharging; watershed development; and intensive
afforestation. The proposed check dam / impounding dam at Tlawnghnar wili
serve the objectives of the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain in a positive
manner.

Handbook of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and Forest Conservation Rules,
2003 (Guidelines & Clarifications): At Part-A page 4, depicted as
Annexure-l (enclosed) that is “Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 with
Amendments made in 1988”. Under Explanatory note for non-forest purpose,
certain items of work / activity were mentioned as exempted; like any work
relating or ancillary to conservation, development and management of forests
and wildlife, namely, the establishment of check-posts, fire lines, wireless
communications and construction of fencing, bridges and culverts, dams,
waterholes, trench marks, pipelines or other like purposes.

In this case, the proposal for Construction of Check Dam / Impounding Dam
seems to be an exempted item. The check dam will conserve water at source
for human as well as wildlife consumption, it will retain / increase soil
moisture for green vegetation, it will recharge the groundwater (acts as
waterholes). The construction will not destroy any trees as well as the
impounded water will not inundate any forest trees to extinction since water
cover area is shallow and small.

Rule 16 of The Mizoram Water Supplies (Control) Acts, 2004 & Rule 6 of The
Mizoram Water Supplies (Control) (Amendment) Rules, 2011 says that the
PHE Department may exercise the right to preserve any water source
including catchment area and has empowered the Executive Engineer
concerned to issue notification to reserve water source(s) and its catchment
area(s) for the purpose of protecting any water resources for human
consumption.
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In view of the paragraphs mentioned above, contents and comments highlighted; the
clarification to the 2" para of the reference no. 2 is that ‘construction of check dam /
impounding dam at the source is one of the best and economical methods for impounding
/ conserving water bodies’; it also enhances source security in the long run as storing water
on ground recharges groundwater effectively.

Regarding water collection tanks by private / individual persons doing in primitive methods,
PHE department is not the authority to stop them, but those land pass ownership
certificate(s) are first to be removed. Their present activities really deplete the surface /
sub-surface flow due to over-exploitation / over-withdrawal; the over-exploitation at the
source adversely affects the natural discharge of Tlawng river which is ultimately being
suffered in the Greater Lunglei Water Supply Scheme operation now.

Since the proposal of Constructing Check Dam / Recharging Dam at Tlawnghnar is for the
purpose of providing drinking water to the citizens of Zobawk ‘N & S’ villages during dry
periods, the plan and construction of this proposed dam is so designed not to encroach
the reserved forest even during highest flood level during Monson; and the activities
incorporated in the construction and the follow-up maintenances would not cause harm to
the water resources and to the forest habitat itself and hence, the Forest Cleargnce need to
be granted to PHED by the appropriate authority and allow to continue the construction

works at the proposed site at the earliest.

Enclo:- Annexure-I, Il & Il

YYi%EthIly,
(NGENTLUANGA)
[)Luperintending Engineer, PHED
Ltunglei WATSAN Circle, Lunglei

Memo No. W-11013/10/22-SE(L)/PHED/35 Dated Lunglei, the 10" November 2022
Copy to:

1. The Engineer-in-Chief, PHED, Mizoram, Aizaw! for favour of kind information.
The Chief Engineer, Zone — I, PHED, Mizoram, Aizawl for favour of kind information.
The Deputy Commissioner, Lunglei District, Lunglei for favour of kind information.
The District Forest Officer, Lunglei for favour of kind information.
The Executive Engineer, PHED LWSM Division for information.

Sl

Superintending Engineer, PHED
Lunglei WATSAN Circle, Lunglei



FOREST (CONSERVATION) ACT, 1980 WITH AMENDMENTS
MADE IN 1988

An Act to provide for the conservation of forests and for matters connected therewith or
ancillary or incidental thereto.

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Thirty-first Year of the Republic of India as follows: -
i. Short title, extent and commencement-

he Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.
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. whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir.

purpose

Notwithstanding anything contained in any ot r law for the time being in force in a
State, no State Government or other authority a% aEE make, except with the prior approval
of the Central Government, any order dire ir‘;az -

i) that any rescerved forest (within the ms:;»ms'ng of the expression "reserved forest” in any
law for the time being in force in that State) or any portion thereo f, shall
reserved;
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ii) that any forest land or any portion thereof may be used for any non-forest purpose,

iii) that any forest land or any portion zchf'P@f may be assigned by way of lease or mharwége

o

to any private person or to any authority, corporation, agency oOr any other organisation

not owned, managed or controlied by Gov cmmmf

iv) that any forest land or any portion thereof may be cleared of trees which have grown
naturally in that land or portion, for the purpose of using it for reafforestation.

ction, "non-forest purpose” means the breaking up or

. oil-bearing plants, horticultural crops

by =a

any purpose other than reafforestation:

but does not include any work relating or ancillary to conservation, development and
z‘naﬁagemem of forests and wildlife, namely, tm. establishment of check-posts, fire lines,
wircless communications and construction of fencing, bridges dﬁd culverts, dams,
waterholes, u'emh marks, boundary marks, pipelines or other like purpos

3. Constitution of Advisory Comumittee
?hf Central Government may con SE‘E‘({K{? a Committee consisting of such number of persons

e

as it may deem fit to advise that Government

regard to-

i} the grant of approval under Sectior

i}y any é)i?wr matter connected with the conss
he Central Government.

3A. ?maﬁy for contravention of the provisions of the Act
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PART-II

THE MIZORAM WATER SUPPLIES (CONTROL)

(AMENDMENT}RGLES , 2011

1n exercise of the powers confered by section 18 of
the Mizoram Water Supplies (Control) Act, 2004
(No.11 of 2004) the Governor of Mizoram is pleased
to make the following rules namely:-

Short title, Extent and commencement :

ey

y These rules may be called the Mizoram Water Supplies

{Control){Amendment) Rules, 2011,

7, Tt shall have the like extent as the Principal Act.

I

1t shall come into foree fomthe dateolils .ublication inthe

Mizoram Gazetie.

Lad
i

Definitions :

In these rules. untess the context otherwise requires,-

y “Act” means The Mizoram Water Supplies (Controly Act,
2004(No.11 0f 2004);

by “consumer’ means any personor awner or occupier of any

premises provided with House Water connection. Public
Water Point or Hand Pump Tube Well by Public Health

Engineering Department:
o) “disconnection” means StOPPage of supply of water due to
certain reason which requires payment of re-cennection fee

i . o 4 o
and other expenses u any;
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6. Right of reservation of Water sources with the Caichment
areas for human consumption: The Department may exercise
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PART-II ARt - 7

THE MIZORAM WATER SUPPLIES (CONTROL) Q%
(AMENBMENT}RE?LES , 2011

v

1n exercise of the powers confered by section 18 of
the Mizoram Water Supplies {Control) Act, 2004

(No.11 of 2004) the Governor of Mizoram is pleased b
o make the following rnles namely:- .

Short title, Extent and commencement !

These rules may be called the Mizoram Water Supplies

342

{Control)(Amendment} Rules, 2011,

ik

2y Tt shall have the like extent as the Principal Act.

L

1 shall come into foree from the date of its publication inthe

jEi L 6 i $iie

Mizoram Gazetie.

Lad
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Definitions @

Tn these rules. uniess the context otherwise requires,

2004({No.11 of 2004;

a} “Act” means The Mizoram Water Supplies {Control} Act,

b) “consumer’ means any person or owner or occupier of any
premises provided with House Water connection, Public

Water Point or Hand Pump Tube Welt by Public Health
Engineering Department:
“disconnection” means stoppage of s wpply of water due t0

certain reason which requires payment of re-connection fee
and other expenses if any;
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6. Righiof reservation of Water sources with the Catchment

aress for buman consumption: The Department may exercise

erve, protect and reserve any waier source(s)
tarealsiwhichs or

‘or uman consumption for any habitation.
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Mizoram Water Supplies (Control)
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- PANKAJ KUMAR NAGENDRA NATH SINHA <, M L{(”

. SECRETAR" gk SECRETARY, {
. Minlstry of . .ter Resaurces, River Department of Rural Development  ~
. Developme © 3 Ganga _ ‘ o1
© Rejuvenat: - )
- ; J/) -' i CQLLOI
| SUNIL KUt 1R AJAY TIRKEY petd
> SECRETARY SECRETARY,

Ministry of “znchayati Raj _ Department of Land Resources

VINI MAH=2AN LEENA NANDAN

SECRETARY , SECRETARY,

Department of Drinking Water & Ministry fo Environment, Forests &

Sanitation . _ Climate Change

DO # L-11012/1/Amrit Sarovar/RE-VII-2022 ({e.}37983~9) April 18, 2022

Dear Chief Secretaf‘y,

~ India is celebrating the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, marking 75 years of
Independence from British rule this year. In order to commemorate this
momentous occasion, it has been decided that at least 75 water bodies may
be created or rejuvenated in every district. These may be called Amrit

Sergvars.

2. You are already implementing the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain
Campaign. The creation/rejuvenation of the Amrit Sarovars will be a special
effort under this programme.The Central Nodal Officers under Jal Shakti
Abhiyaan-Catch the Rain Campaign will also monitor the progress of Amrit
Sarovar works during their field visits. '

3. The size of Amrit Sarovars should be befitting the occasion that they
commemorate. Followmgdis.cfuss_i(f)n.(wi_t'h‘*;'various_rstakeholders and field
officials, it is suggested that a minimum pondage area of 1 Acre may be
planned for. If the district is unable to create as many new Amrit Sarovars,
they may take up rejuvenation/desilting of the existing structures for

restoring their ecological and productive utility.

, )] In order to optimise the benefit of the Amrit Sarovars and to
/ .7;7/( Y ensure that the implementation is done in the most credible
4 ot manner, technology including remote sensing/geospatial will
e g be used extensively from site selection stage till its completion.
W AMRIT SAROVAR portal developed by Bhaskaracharya Institute

of Space Application and Geomatics-National (BISAG-N) will be

ST SECRETARY ™~
TR N used to generate list of potential sites, monitor progress and

upload media.
: o contd...




(if)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

Such development Proposal may include removal of
encroachments both within the body as well as in the
catchment and drainage, treatment of greywater flowing to
It ’plantati_éh of tree such as =ix (Azadirachta indica), TITT (Ficus

religiosa), 'c'l,??,,!.,a;.(Ficus benghalensis) etc. Special care be taken to

- ensure treatment of bund around the structure by ensuring

layerwise vcogmpaction, including through use of machinery,
turfing and appropriate slope thereof. However, public funds
should not be used for beautification works, Citizens and non-

be taken up.

A district wise plan of action regarding the Amrit Sarovars |
may be prepared and shared wiitﬁ:_tjbgj,_epartment of Rural

Development as well 3s with the National Water Mission,

Ministry of Jal Shakti. The action plan should include GPS

coordinates of the selected sites, as well as the time required

to complete the activity. While finalising the sites, District

may provide focus on water stressed blocks, especially with

reference to Drinking Water.

Peoples’ participation is key to entire initiative as it is meant

to evoke collective spirit of the community, Equally important
for the Campaign is to remember and recognize the families
of freedom fighters and martyrs (of post-independence era).
They and those elder Citizens who have watched the nation
grow  would lead their communities in foundation laying,
inauguration  and flag-hoisting on the eve of Amrit

prioritised over others,
It will be necessary to also plan for use of the Amrit Sarovars

a priori and users association be accordingly created
largely drawn from members of the SHGs, They should be

contd.,..



€ncouraged to jparticipate in its 'development through their
labour and alspo Qbserye vigi_l On scrupuloys 5mplementation.

(vi) If feasiple Amrit Sarovars s’iteé'a,re located Such that they Jie

vii) This €Xercise may be begun as early as POssible 5o as to

in the North=East may seek Permissionfor following 4 -
different timetable within th financia] year 2022-2023 In

any case, aj| such structuresmusf be Completed by end of
Amrit Va’r’sh*i.e._. 15t August 2023, '

(viii) Every Amrit Saroyar worksité'}w'iﬂ have a common Signage
(Board) of standarg Size and logo. template of the board
will be shared by Ministry of Rural Development.

(i) 24tk Ap"ru"zgzng:fsta‘rt of Amrit Saroyar Work
(i) By 15th A:u;g.ust.?,02_'3.;: Completion ofconstmctian ,

recording 'Evarious’»'»vigvn,e'.ttes; of development of Amrit Sarovar, unique
features of mobilisatiﬁn of the community, donations Provided by the
iti g |

contd.,.




. b Y
lé ).& e ey /‘*\\ I : :; 1

4 8 Welook forward to your whole-hearted support in commemorating the
A Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav by creating “Amrit Sarovars”.

Yours sincerely,

(PANKAJ KUMAR)  “ (NAGENDRA NATH SINHA)
N\._SECRETARY (WR RD&GR) SECRETARY (RURAL
A\ DEVELOPMENT)
N | ,
éq'/\/ : ) ﬁ_\//
{(SUNIL KUMAR) (AJAY TIRKEY)
SECRETARY (PANCHAYAT] RAJ) SECRETARY (LAND
RESOURCES)
\/ #(,
(VINI MAHAJAN) (LEENA NANDAN)
SECRETARY (DRINKING WATER SECRETARY (ENVIRONMENT.
& SANITATION) FORESTS & CLIMATE CHANGE)

To
Chief Secretaries of all States/UTs
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